
  FROM THE PRINCIPAL April 2018 

Greetings Bulldog Families, 

There is always good news to share about Turie T. Small Elementary School!  
 
As we start the 4th quarter of the school year, we are super excited about the things that we have going 
on. We have our 3rd quarter awards ceremonies on March 29th (2nd 4th and 5th Grades) and March 30th 
for K, 1st, and 3rd Grades). All students who are receiving an award will bring home an invitation. We 
would love for all of our parents to come enjoy seeing their child receive recognition for being an excel-
lent student.  
April is the season of testing. 3rd grade will start testing on Monday, April 9th and 10th. 4th and 5th 
grade will begin testing on April 16th and run through the end of the month. Please have your child get 
plenty of rest, make sure they come to school on time and eat a healthy breakfast every day.  
The Turie T. Small Elementary School Carnival is April 20th from 4pm until 7pm. Parents, students 
and community members are welcome to come out and enjoy tabletop carnival games, inflatables, face 
painting, dunk tank, food, music and fun. Be on the lookout for the flyer for carnival baskets. Each 
grade level will create a themed basket for the basket giveaway the night of the carnival. Ticket sales 
will start during the week of April 9th. This year we will also have a petting zoo that you will not want to 
miss!!! 
Our Next SAC/PTA meeting will be on Tuesday, April 10th, 2018 at 5:00pm in the Media Center. 
Please come to these meetings to hear about all of the great and exciting things that are happening at 
Turie T. Small Elementary School. You will also be able to give input and recommendations on things 
that you see going on or not going on at school. Pizza and drinks are provided at this meeting. I look 
forward to seeing everyone there. 
As always, remember to STRUT. Be Successful, Thinkers, who are Responsible, 
Unique and always Try your best.  
 
Cameron Robinson 
Principal 

Important Dates for April 
Sunday, April 1st - Easter and April Fool’s Day 

*** Only 1 EARLY RELEASE Wednesday this month on April 4th *** 
F.S.A. Saturday School (9:00-am. to 12:00 pm.) for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders 4/7 and 4/14 

Friday, April 20th  - Annual P.T.A. Spring Carnival 4:00-7:00 pm. 
Sunday, April 22nd, Earth Day 

3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade 

Reading/English Language Arts 
April 9th and 10th 

Reading/English Language Arts 
April 23rd and 24th 

Reading/English Language Arts 
April 18th and 19th 

Math 
April 16th and 17th 

Math 
April 30th and May 1st 

Math 
April 25th and 26th 

Science 
~NA~ 

Science 
~NA~ 

Science 
April 30th and May 1st 

Elementary Testing Dates for the Florida Standards Assessments (F.S.A.) 



A Message from our Testing Coordinator, Dr. Fordham 
Testing time is upon us. On testing days please help your child be successful and ready to do their 
very best by making sure they get 8-10 hours of sleep every night, eat a healthy nutritious breakfast, 
and arrive to school on time.  Thank you for your cooperation with ensuring our students are ready 
and prepared for the Florida Standards Assessment (F.S.A.).  

VPK: 

The year has flown by and we are nearing the end of VPK. Let’s work together to make sure your 
child is ready for Kindergarten. Continue working on letters, sounds, shapes, number recognition, 
counting, name writing and blending 
sounds to make words. If your child’s 
report card has any areas of “Not 
Demonstrating,” make sure you 
speak with me or schedule a confer-
ence to discuss it more in depth. 
Thanks for your support.  

Kindergarten: 

Our students are almost done with 
their first year! The next few months are crucial for our students. We need to get them first grade 
ready! The expectation for the 3rd quarter is for students to know 60/83 sight words, write 3 sen-
tences on a topic, add and subtract numbers and begin reading books on their own.  Please continue 
to read with your child, review sight words, and practicing addition and subtraction. Remember to 
check your child's folder every night for updates and homework. We are very proud of the progress 
our students are making and we are excited for the rest of the school year! If you have an questions 
or ideas please use your child's teacher as  a resource. 
 

First Grade: 

It is hard to believe that we are into the 4th quarter!  Your children have been learning and growing 
so much and have come a long way. We have a field trip to the Museum of Arts and Sciences on 
Thursday, April 12, please sign permission slips and turn in money by Friday, April 6.   

We are working on the following skills in April: 

 Reading fluency- quickly recognizing sight words and using phonics skills that have been learned 
 Reading comprehension- retell a story that the child has read, in sequence and using character 

names, and answering questions related to the story 
 Writing in response to a text- informing, retelling and opinions 
 Math- composing shapes, using place value to add and subtract, measurement, finding equal 

shares of shapes (fractions) 
 Science- plants and animals 
 

Reminders: 

 Make sure your child comes to school on time, everyday 
 Check your child’s folder daily for important infor-

mation, graded assignments, homework and notes from 
the teacher 

 Review graded assignments with your child 
 Have your child complete their homework daily 
 Make sure your child is reading daily/participating in 

their take home reading program 
 See your child’s teacher to schedule a parent conference 



Second Grade: 
Imagine! It is the super bowl. 

We are in the fourth quarter with just minutes  
on the clock! We are behind by 3 and the other team has  

the ball. Then… Interception, and Touchdown! 
 

Your 2nd grader has been hard at work this year and just as in the super bowl scenario above, doing 
your very best every minute counts! We are now in the final quarter of the year and 3rd grade is just 
around the corner. Remind your child the importance of school and always putting forth their best 
effort. It is vital that each student comes to school ready to learn.  

Monthly Highlights:  

Reading: Extra, extra, READ All ABOUT IT! In class we will be read-
ing a variety of fictional and informational texts this month. We are 
starting to shift our focus of “learning to read” to “reading to learn.” We 
will spend a lot of time reading informational texts as we explore more 
with life cycles in science and economics in social studies 

As our students prepare for 3rd grade, it is essential that they are read-
ing a variety of texts independently each night at home as well. After 
your child reads, be sure to check their understanding by asking text 

specific questions. This will help to increase their comprehension skills and reading fluency. Who 
knows, you might learn something interesting too! 

Science: We will be learning about living things. This includes learning about the functions of our 
heart, brain, and lungs. We will also explore lifecycles of various insects and mammals as mentioned 
above. 

Math: We will be learning about odd and even numbers as we explore arrays and repeated addition. 
As always, we will focus much of our addition on using place value to solve addition and subtraction 
problems involving two and three-digit numbers. 

 

 

 

 

Third Grade: 

FSA Testing time is just around the corner and our third graders are working hard to prepare. Third 
Grade Reading FSA is Monday, April 9th and Tuesday, April 10th. Our Math FSA is Monday, April 
16th and Tuesday, April 17th. Students MUST take BOTH sessions for each subject! Please make sure 
your child is reading every day, building up the stamina to read and concentrate for at least a full 
hour- the FSA is an 80-minute test. This stamina for reading, focusing, and going back into the text 
is crucial. Ask your child to tell you about what they have read and have them point out details to you 
in the text. Right now, we are refocusing on compare and contrast skills, finding evidence directly 
from the text, and finding the main idea of a passage or paragraph. We are doing double reading 
blocks each day. In math, we are moving back into multiplication & division relationships, and add-
ing in the understanding missing variables in an equation. Geometry will be up next. Please continue 
to work on multiplication, division, addition & subtraction fact fluency daily! By this time, students 
should be fluent in all addition and subtraction facts within 20 (2nd gr skill) and well on their way to 
knowing multiplication facts by 2,3,4,5,6, & 10, as well as strategies to use to find the product of oth-
er factors. 

Third grade news continues on the next page….. 



Third Grade continued…. 

A 15 Day Countdown to Reading Florida Assessment Standards packet has 
been sent home with all students – some went over break, some went the week 
of March 19th. All students should complete and return their packets as in-
structed by their teacher. 
3rd quarter report cards were sent March 21. Be sure to get this from your 
child, sign and return the cover and schedule a student-teacher-parent confer-
ence ASAP if "conference requested" is shown on front of report card. Also 
make note of "promotion in danger" notation. If printed on report card there is 
a serious concern regarding your child's ability to pass the FSA. 
Happy Spring! Help your student stay strong and focused as we head into the 
final quarter by providing a solid routine for daily reading, homework, "break" 
time and bedtime! 
 
Fourth Grade: 

March came in like a lion and out like a lamb! We now have the FSA Writing Assessment under our 
belts, but just around the corner is the computerized FSA Reading and FSA Math! Please continue 
to practice the following standards at home: Reading- Main idea and details to support; Compare & 
contrast point of view; Character traits; Make inferences; Describe events, characters, or settings in 
a story drama; Determine a theme; Determine meanings of words; Provide a summary; Paraphrase 
a portion of the text; Make connections between a story, drama, and visual presentations of the text; 
Integrate information from two texts on the same topic; and Comprehend infor-
mational text including history/social studies, science, and technical texts. 

In Math the following skills are being taught and reviewed: Place Value; Multi-
plication & Division; Algebraic Thinking; Angle Measurement; Multiplying frac-
tions by whole numbers; Decomposing and composing fractions for addition 
and subtraction; Exploring Multiples and Factors; Multiplicative comparisons; 
Comparing decimal fractions and understanding notation; Metric Conversions; 
Recognizing and analyzing attributes of 2 dimensional shapes; and Problem 
solving of whole numbers. 

 This last nine weeks filled with opportunities for those students who received Promotion in Danger 
on their Report Cards to try and improve their grades. Comprehending the above skills and stand-
ards successfully on the VLT and VMT with a 70% or higher could make a difference. Please help to 
build your child’s stamina by reading longer passages. There are good test taking strategies to uti-
lize. Use process of elimination when answering questions. Underline key words in the questions. 
Write the main idea after reading each paragraph. Pay close attention to the text features (timelines, 

captions, maps, diagrams). Read everything on each page. Some answers 
require more than one choice. You may see: “Select all that apply.” Multi-
step questions will be asked on the math portion of the text. Underline 
how many steps are in each question. Show your work! Please use 
PARCC.org website to practice the above. We are asking that you please 
make certain your child is on-time and in attendance on testing dates, as 
they perform better in a testing atmosphere with the rest of their peers. 

Upcoming Dates: FSA Reading- April 23rd & 24th, FSA Math- May 1st & 
2nd! 



 
 
 

Basket tickets are $1.00 each  
or 6 for $5.00! Themes are: 
Pamper/Spa, Chocolate, BBQ, Baby, 
Kitchen, and Family Movies/Games 

Fifth Grade: 

Fifth grade is preparing for our upcoming F.S.A. - Reading, Math and Science tests.  See the front 
page of this newsletter for the testing dates.  If you have not signed your child up for Saturday 
School, please do so. It’s not too late. Lessons have been designed to help fifth graders with skills 
and concepts that have been a struggle for them. In addition, we have started a 5th grade fundraiser 
to help lower the cost of end of the year activities for each student.  Your child should have brought 
home information. If you didn’t receive it please contact the teacher.  100% participation is encour-
aged.   
 

Science Reminder: Students should be close to finalizing their science fair projects. Which are due 
on Thursday, April 5th.  If your child has finished, they may turn it in early so corrections can be 
made if necessary.  Happy Experimenting! 

 

~ P.T.A. Spring Carnival Tickets ~ 
Buy your tickets in advance! Ticket presales  

will take place starting  
Monday, April 9th through  

Noon the day of the Friday, April 20th.  
Price - 5 for $1.00 in advance  

4 for $1.00 at the carnival 



KidZone: 
Thank you to everyone who supported the car wash fundraiser on March 08, 2018. 

Applications for the KidZone Summer program are now available in the Main Office.  

Our monthly parent meeting is Wednesday, April 4th and the theme will focus on Nutrition.  

Mark your calendar and plan to join us:  
 Saturday, April 21st for a Earth Day  

Beach Clean Up.  
 Friday, May 4th Daytona Tortugas  

Baseball Game 
 Saturday, May 12th Epcot (Honors) 

 Friday, May 25th End of Year Celebra-
tion/Awards 

 

Art: 

Enjoy this Spring word search puzzle. 


