
  FROM THE PRINCIPAL March 2018 

Greetings Bulldog Families, 

There is always good news to share about Turie T. Small Elementary School!  

Black History Month ended with the students and faculty at Turie T. Small Elementary School hav-

ing our Annual Black History Program. This program was put together by our amazing music 

teacher Mrs. Spar. The students and faculty did an amazing job recognizing the accomplishments 

that African Americans have made in America. March 2, 2018, we had our Read Across America 

Event. This event was sponsored by Target and was attended by all the students from VPK to 5th 

grade. A special shout out to Mrs. Breter for organizing this event.  

We are currently having Saturday School for all 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students who want additional 

assistance with preparing for the FSA. Saturday school is from 9:00am until noon. Students receive 

breakfast and lunch when they attend. So, if you have a 3rd, 4th or 5th grader, please have them come 

to Saturday school so they can hit a homerun on the FSA this year.  

Our Next SAC/PTA meeting will be on Tuesday, April 10, 2018 at 5:00 pm in the Media Center. 

Please come to these meetings to hear about all the great and exciting things that are happening at 

Turie T. Small Elementary School. You will also be able to give input and recommendations on 

things that you see going on or not going on at school. Pizza and drinks are provided at this meet-

ing. I look forward to seeing everyone there. 

As always, remember to STRUT. Be Successful, Thinkers, who are  

Responsible, Unique and always Try your best. 

Cameron Robinson 

Principal 

Important Dates for March 

*** EARLY RELEASE Wednesday’s this month are 3/7, 3/21 and 3/28 *** 

3/08, Thursday - End of the 3rd 9 wk. grading period, Spring break begins at Dismissal 

3/9, No School - Teacher Duty Day 

3/12 - 3/18, No School - Spring Break  

3/17 Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

3/29, Thursday - Family Science Night 6:00 - 7:30 pm. 

3/29, Thursday - Kg-2nd grade Awards Assembly at 8:30 am. 

3/30, Friday - 3rd-5th grade Awards Assembly at 8:30 am. 

~ FSA Saturday School (9:00-am. to 12:00 pm.) for 3rd, 4th and 5th 

graders 3/3, 3/24, 3/31 ~ 

 



 

 

VPK 

Greetings from VPK! We are closing out the third quarter, which means we are 
winding down the school year. Remember, all students are promoted to          
Kindergarten, but we want students to go with the skills necessary to help them 
be successful. Please continue to work on recognizing uppercase and lowercase letters, numbers to 
20, shapes and colors. Practice letter sounds, blending sounds to make words, counting orally, 
counting objects, patterns, and name writing. Your support at home does make a difference! Just a 
reminder that VPK hours are 7:40am- 3:20pm (2:20 on Wednesdays). Please make sure you are 
abiding by these times. Also, if you are not zoned for Turie T. Small, variance applications for next 
school year will be available soon and can be accessed on the parent portal.  

Kindergarten 

Our students are almost done with their first year! The next few months are crucial for our                        
students. We need to get them first grade ready! The expectation for the 3rd quarter is for students 
to know 60/83 sight words, writing 3 sentences on a topic, adding/subtracting and begin reading 
books on their own.  Please continue to read with your child, review sight words, and practice       

addition and subtraction. Remember to check your child's folder every 
night for updates and homework. We are very proud of the progress our 
students are making and we are excited for the rest of the school year! If 
you have an questions or ideas please use your child's teacher as  a         
resource. 
 

First Grade  

It is hard to believe that we are almost through the 3rd quarter!  Your  
children have been learning and growing so much and have come a long 

way.  Spring break is March 9-18, this marks the end of the 3rd quarter.  We are working on the    
following skills in March: 
 Reading fluency-quickly recognizing sight words and using phonics skills that have been learned 
 Reading comprehension- retell a story that the child has read, in sequence and using character 

names, and answering questions related to the story 
 Writing in response to a text- informing, retelling and opinions 
 Math- understanding and using symbols (+, -, =, <, >) and understanding place value to add 

and subtract 2 digit numbers 
 Science- living and non-living things, basic needs for living things 
 
Reminders 
 Make sure your child comes to school on time, every day 
 Check your child’s folder daily for important information, graded assignments, homework and 

notes from the teacher 
 Review graded assignments with your child 
 Have your child complete their homework daily 
 Make sure your child is reading daily/participating in their take home reading program 

~ See your child’s teacher to schedule a parent conference ~ 
 



Second Grade 

In March second grade will have two very important district assessments.  

In the first week of March students will take the VLT (Volusia Literacy Test) 

covering many reading skills, some examples are; Ask and Answer        

Questions, Point of View, Character, Setting, or Plot, and Lesson Learned.  

In the end of March students will take the VMT (Volusia Math Test)        

covering concepts such as Bar Graphs, Line Plots, Polygons, and Fractions.  

These tests will cover all of the concepts students have been working on in 

the 3rd quarter.   

Parents and Guardians, please make sure your child is completing their homework each night.  The   

additional practice and reinforcement of skills learned in the classroom is important as your child 

learns and grows in each subject area.  Also as part of their homework, please have your child read 

each night for at least 20 minutes.  Reading nightly can have a huge impact on your child's educational 

success. 

We hope students have a safe and fun Spring Break!   

Last but not least, please remind your child upon their return from Spring Break that they still have 9 
more weeks of critical learning in order to prepare for third grade before summer break.    

Third Grade 

Spring and FSA Testing time are fast approaching, (ELA begins April 9) and our third graders are 

working hard to prepare. Please make sure your child is reading every day, building up the stamina to 

read and concentrate for at least a full hour- the FSA is an 80-minute test. This stamina for reading, 

focusing, and going back into the text is crucial. Ask your child to tell you about what they have read 

and have them point out details to you in the text. Right now, we are focusing on compare and contrast 

skills, finding evidence directly from the text, and finding the main idea of a passage or paragraph.  In 

math, we are moving back into fractions, learning about equivalent fractions and comparing fractions, 

both pictorially and on a number line. Our next district math assessment will be just before Spring 

Break and will cover number patterns, strategies for multiplication, 2 step word problems involving all 

4 operations, finding equivalent fractions, and comparing fractions. Please work on multiplication,   

division, addition & subtraction fact fluency daily! By this time, students should be fluent in all          

addition and subtraction facts within 20 (2nd gr skill) and well on their way to knowing multiplication 

facts by 2,3,4,5,6, & 10, as well as strategies to use to find the product of other factors.  

A 15 Day Countdown to Reading Florida Assessment Standards will be coming home right after Spring 

Break for student FSA practice. Students should do this daily practice, using all the skills and strategies 

they have been taught- read carefully, text mark, go back into text to verify answers, etc.   

If your child's interim report (sent home week of 2/12/18) showed a D or F in 

any subject area, you should be scheduling a student-teacher-parent conference 

ASAP, if you haven't already done so, as well as working with your child at home 

to help strengthen skills needed.   

Thank you all for your continued support as we all work together for the success 



 

Fourth Grade 

We marched in like lions, roaring and soaring, as we took the FSA Writing 
Test. It took place on Monday, March 5th. Thank you to all the parents who made 
sure that their child attended our last day, study session on Sunday, March 4th.  
We appreciate your dedication to help ensure the success of your child on the  
Writing FSA. 

Please continue to have your child read nightly for at least 20 minutes writ-
ing a summary about what they read. In addition, help them practice their multi-
plication facts. Saturday school is now in session and will continue through April 24th. Due to Spring 
Break in March, the dates for tutoring have been altered. March 24th, and 31st are the only dates  
tutoring will occur. The normal Saturday schedule will resume April 7th. Below you will find        
websites that you can have your child use at home to practice FSA Reading and Math on a computer 
tablet, or smartphone. 

Websites with FSA Testing Information and Sample/Practice Questions 

PARCC.org  www.fldoe.org  CPALMS http://
www.cpalms.org/Public/  

FLDOE Assessment Website  

http://www.fldoe.org/Public/  

FSA Portal http://www.fldoe.org/
asp  

http://www.fassessments.org/  

~ Reminders ~ 

 Our Field Trip to the Orlando Science Center is Friday, March  30th. 

 Saturday tutoring- March 3rd  

 Sunday Snapshot- March 4th  

 

Fifth Grade: 

Fifth grade is preparing for our upcoming FSA Writing assessment scheduled for March 5th. If you 

have not signed your child up for Saturday School, please do so. Lessons have been designed to help 

fifth graders with skills and concepts that have been a struggle. In addition, we will start a 5th grade 

fundraiser to help lower the cost of end of the year activities for each student.  Please be on the look-

out for more information in the coming days.  100% participation is encouraged.   

Reading: 

We are working on various standards as we prepare for FSA ELA. We ask that you continue to make 
sure your child reads nightly. One of the skills students continue to struggle with is identifying the 
main idea of a passage and the key details to support it. Encourage them with this skill by reading 
with them, asking them the main idea, and going through the text with them to find details that sup-
port the main idea. This will help them grow. 

 

Science: 

At this point in the quarter, students should have already gathered their materials and started their 
science fair projects. Continue to refer to the timeline so you can stay on track. Also, refer to the stu-
dent guide for additional information. Science fair projects are due on Thursday, April 5th. If you 
have any questions about the projects, please contact your child’s teacher. 
Continued on the next page…… 

http://www.fldoe.org
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/
http://www.fldoe.org/Public/
http://www.fldoe.org/asp
http://www.fldoe.org/asp
http://www.fassessments.org/


Guidance 
211LIVE.ORG  is a resource for citizens of Volusia and Flagler Counties! Every hour of every day, 
someone needs essential services; from finding an after-school program to securing adequate care 
for a child or an aging parent. This new online resource, a partnership between One Voice for Volu-
sia and The United Way of Volusia and Flagler Counties, is your 24-hour source of information 
about over 1,000 local community services.  

• Nationally certified specialists able to offer compassion & guidance in identifying your needs & 
helping you locate any available services that meet your need. 

• Availability 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
Access to information in ANY language, through telephone interpreter services. 
 

What is Help Me Grow? 
Help Me Grow is an unique, comprehensive system that addresses 
the need for early identification of developmental and/or behavior 
concerns, and then links children, ages birth to 8 years old, and 
their families to community-based developmental and behavioral 
services and supports.  
If you have a concern about your child’s development call Help Me 
Grow at 2-1-1 and our knowledgeable staff will help connect you to 
valuable services.  
 
The Help Me Grow Program Offers Families: 

• Free developmental screening, without waitlists or income limits 

• Activities that support healthy growth and learning 

• Community resources, from parenting classes to food pantries 

• Referrals for evaluation and early intervention services  

 

Fifth Grade continued... 
We are also currently learning about human body organs and their functions. We will be conducting 
a hands-on activity entitled Name That Organ. This activity involves students conducting research 
on specific organs and presenting what they have learned to the rest of the class. 

 

In Math students are learning and reviewing these concepts and skills:  

 add decimals to hundredths, using concrete models, drawings, strategies based on place value, 

and/or properties of operations. 

 subtract decimals to hundredths, using concrete models, drawings, strategies based on place 
value, properties of operations and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction. 

 represent and explain strategies and reasoning used to solve problems including decimals. 
 convert units (required units are listed on Grade 5 FSA Mathematics Reference Sheet) within 

the same system (customary to customary and metric to metric). 
 apply knowledge of length, weight, mass, and time to solve multi-step word problems using 

measurement conversions. 

 categorize two-dimensional figures (i.e., triangle, quadrilateral, rectangle, square, rhombus, 

trapezoid) according to their defined attributes. 

NOTE: Geometric (defining) attributes include number and properties of sides (i.e., parallel, per-

pendicular, congruent) and number and properties of angles (i.e., type of angle, measurement of an-

gle, congruency of angles). 

Happy St Patrick’s Day ~ Have a Wonderful Spring Break ~ Happy  Easter 

http://211live.org/


KidsZone: 

 Parent Meeting Wednesday, March 7 from 6:00-6:30pm  (First Time  
Home Buyers) 

 Car Wash Fundraiser  $5.00  Thursday, March 8th, 4:00-6:00 pm. in the 
west parking lot 

 Parent Meeting - Wednesday, April 4 from 6:00-6:30pm (Nutrition) 
 Attendance is MANDATORY 
 Pick-up time is between 5:45pm-6:00pm (please no early OR late         

checkouts) 

 Summer KidsZone applications will be available after Spring Break 
(information will be available on the school website and in the main office) 

 

Media Center: 

VPortal Home Access – FREE digital resources! 

VPortal includes access to Gradebook, Safari Montage, 

Kids A to Z (must know teacher class name), Office 365

(Microsoft products), Follett Destiny (media online cata-

log and eBooks), IXL Math (intermediate grades), 

ProQuest (Social Studies), and several others.  

 

NEW ** Britannica School Encyclopedia is now available in ALL student Vportals. This is a free 

online resource and a great digital resource tool. Once a student is logged in to their Vportal, all 

they do is click on the icon and are logged in automatically. 

1.)Web Address: myvolusiaschools.org 
2.) Click on VPortal 
3.) Login: 1alpha@vcs2go.net (student email) 
         (every student has been assigned a 4 letter alpha code) 
     Password: 8-digit birthday 

Physical Education:   

The Volusia County Annual Fitness Festival will be held on March 9, 2018 at Spruce Creek 

High School. Students in Grades 4 and 5 have been qualifying for the events in Physical Education 

class, and may earn an invitation to the event based on their fitness test results, gender, age, effort 

and conduct. The events included in the festival are the Shuttle Run, Standing Long Jump, Sit and 

Reach, 50 Yard Dash, Pull-ups, Mile Run and the 440 Yard Relay. Competition is separated between 

boys and girls. Each school is allowed two boys and two girls in each event per grade level. 

Good luck Turie T. Small  

Bulldog Athletes! 

 



Art: 

Cursive Writing Practice 



Family Center 

Save the Date - Thursday, March 29, 2018 - 6:00-7:30 pm.  

“Splash Into Science” a Family STEM Night. Come join us for an evening of hands on learn-

ing. Educational water themed activity stations will be provided by the St. John’s Water District 

Management. With a focus on  

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math the students will learn about these topics and much 

more.  

Check out these 10 free LEARNING WEBSITES! 

 Florida’s watersheds, aquifers and ecosystems  Water run off and pollutants  

 The water cycle  Food chain 

 Appreciation, restoration, and preservation of Florida’s water resources 

www.switcheroo zoo.com www.funbrain.com 

www.kids.nationalgeographics.com www.pbs.org 

www.reading.ecb.org www.starfall.com 

www.seussville.com www.storylineonline.net 

www.abcya.com www.highlightskids.com 

 ~ Save these Important Dates ~ 

Dates for FSA - Saturday School 2018 from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  

3rd Graders 

2/24, 3/3, 3/24, 3/31, 4/7, 4/14 

4th Graders and 5th Graders 

2/3, 2/10, 2/17, 2/24, 3/3, 3/24, 3/31, 4/7, 4/14 

Elementary Testing Dates 

3rd Graders 4th Graders 5th Graders 

Writing 

~ NA ~ 

F.S.A. Writing  

March 5th 

F.S.A. Writing  

March 5th 

English Language Arts/Reading  

April 9th & 10th 

*** 

Math  

April 16th & 17th 

English Language Arts/Reading  

April 23rd & 24th 

*** 

Math  

April 30th & May 1st 

English Language Arts/Reading  

April 18 & 19th 

*** 

 Math  

April 25th &  26th 

Science 

~ NA ~ 

Science 

~ NA ~ 

Science  

April 30th & May 1st 


