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We are Thankful 

 This month, as we celebrate all that we are thankful for, we are     

pondering  all of the things that make River Springs such an awesome school!  

One of the biggest benefits to River Springs aside from our wonderful    

teachers, administration, and other staff members, are our students and 

their families.  As you enjoy Thanksgiving Break this year with those you love, 

we hope that you will know how grateful we are to have a school full of   

hard-working students who come from supportive and involved families!  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

-The 2014-2015 RSMS Yearbook 

*Times/locations and other details for events at the back of the newsletter.  
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Ingredients: 

 One unbaked 9 inch pie crust, 

homemade or store-bought. 

 One 15 oz. can pumpkin puree  

 1/4 cup sugar 

 1 1/2 teaspoons cornstarch 

 1/2 teaspoon fine sea salt 

 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

 1/4 teaspoon ground ginger 

 1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

 1/4 teaspoon ground allspice 

 1/4 teaspoon ground mace 

 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

 1 1/2 cups whole milk 

 2 extra large eggs 

 

~  Directions:  ~ 

1. Position a rack in the center of the oven and preheat to 450o F. 

2. Put the pumpkin, sugar, cornstarch, salt, cinnamon, cloves, ginger, 

nutmeg, allspice, mace, and vanilla in a bowl of a stand mixer 

fitted with the paddle attachment.  Paddle at low-medium speed 

for approximately 2 minutes. 

3. With the motor running, pour milk in two additions.  Stop the   

motor, scrape the sides of the bowl with a wooden spatula,       

restart, and paddle for an additional 2 minutes.  Add the eggs and 

paddle until absorbed, approximately 2 additional minutes. 

4. Pour the mixture into a 9 inch pie crust pan and bake for 15 

minutes then lower  heat to 375o F and bake until finger dabbed 

onto the surface emerges clean, 30-40 minutes. 

5. Remove the pie from the oven and let cool for 1-2 hours.  

6. Slice and serve with whipped cream. 

Buddy’s PumPkin Pie   
-contributed by staff member Leyla C. 

The Recipe Box 
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Red Ribbon  
Week 

This year’s Red Ribbon Week 
Theme was  “Love Yourself– 

Be Drug Free!” 
 

River Springs Middle celebrated 
Red Ribbon Week by participat-
ing in a door  decorating contest, 
poster contest, and having daily 

themed dress-up days!   
 

    Some of our favorite themes 
were “Sock it to drugs” where 

we wore crazy socks and “Pair-
up against drugs” where we 

dressed like twins with a friend.  
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After our Anti-Bullying    

Assembly by Marc Mero, 

River Springs Middle 

School celebrated “Unity 

Day” by wearing Orange in 

support of one another. 
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From the Desk of our Principal 

Dear River Springs Gators: 
    As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, it reminds me of how thankful I am to have 

the opportunity to work with a wonderful community of learners.  Our students are      

excelling in so many ways and I am grateful to our parents, teachers, and community who 

support our children every day. 

    The first nine weeks of school yielded some wonderful accomplishments! 

     

   I am excited to share with you our new Vision and Mission statements that were   

adopted and approved by our School Advisory Council: 

Honor Roll Students by Grade: 

6th– 204 

7th—145 

8th—168 

Straight-A Students by Grade: 

6th– 81 

7th—8 

8th—21 

    We are committed to providing your children with the best education possible.  As a 

community of learners, it is important for all of us to take part in the education of our 

children.  With this in mind, I have dedicated several evenings in which to provide parent/

community Curriculum nights.  

    We had over 50 people at our last event, “Steps to Success.”  I hope as  the good     

message spreads, that more parents and community members will attend future   

presentations. 

 Together, we can achieve great things! -Mrs. Gotlib , Principal 

Mission:  At River Springs Middle School, all students will move 
forward career and college ready. 
 
Vision: River Springs Middle School will provide an inclusive 
school community committed to academic excellence. 
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Destin H. is an 8th grader at River Springs 

Middle School, and  an amazing   tuba play-

er!   

Destin was one of the few tuba  players se-

lected throughout all of Florida to play in 

the All-State Band.    

This is a prestigious honor  and all of River 

Springs would like to recognize Destin for 

his hard-work and dedication!   Go Destin!!! 

 
 

Girls on Track had their first 

track meet!  They have been 

training hard and we 

are so proud to see 

them   running! 

All-State Band Shout-Out 
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The First Thanksgiving,  
an Interview with Mr. Ellis 
By Brooke P. and Sophie R. 

  
Mr. Ellis is an 8th grade History Teacher at      

River Springs.  As we pondered the history of   
Thanksgiving, we wanted to get a historic      

perspective on how this holiday originated.          
Mr. Ellis agreed to meet with us for an exclu-

sive interview about the first Thanksgiving, and 
some interesting facts about what Thanksgiv-

ing means to him personally too! 
 
Q:  When was the first Thanksgiving? 
A: Sept. 21 through Nov. 9, 1621 
  
Q: What are you most thankful for? 
A: The Star Wars Trilogy and the original double stuffed 
Oreos 
  
Q: Who was involved in the first Thanksgiving? 
A: Pilgrims and Indians 
  
Q: What is a weird Thanksgiving tradition in your 
home? 
A: We play Trivial Pursuit after dinner. 
  
Q: What is your definition of Thanksgiving? 
A: Detroit Lions losing every year 
  
Q: Where was the first Thanksgiving? 
A: In Cape Cod, Massachusetts 
  
Q: What’s your favorite dish at Thanksgiving? 
A: Grandmother’s sugar cream pie and Aunt Edna’s 
stuffing with oysters 
  
Q: What were the main things they had at the first 
Thanksgiving? 

A: Raccoons, deer, squirrel, turtle, corn and 
squash 

 

Did you know In 2013 U.S. consumption 

of turkey was 16 pounds per person . This 

year will probably be one of the best sell-

ing for Butterball, selling more then 

1,300.0 pounds of turkey.  Wow that’s a 

lot!!! The prices have also gotten higher. 

Facts From Kenneth 

Sixth Grade Social 
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 The River Springs Singers will be performing at the Fall Fes-
tival of the Arts at the Athens Theatre in Deland on November  

22, 2014 at 10:00 am.  Please join us! 

 River Springs Middle School Art Students will have works on   
display at the Deland Fall Festival of the Arts on both   Novem-

ber 22nd and 23rd in Downtown Deland.  You can find them 
at the Youth Art Exhibit in the  Rotunda in the Thomas C. Kelly  

Administration Center, 123 W. Indian Ave. Deland, FL 32720 

 The River Springs Middle School Band 
will perform their   Winter Concert on December 9, 2014 
at 7:00pm, at the University High School Auditorium. 

 The RSMS Band will also perform in the Orange City 
Christmas Parade on December 13, 2014. 

 The River Springs Middle School Science Fair projects will 
be judged on Tues. December 9th during school hours in the 
media center.  Projects will be open for viewing on Wed.  
December 10th with parent ceremony later that night. 

 

 

 

 

 

Yearbook orders are accepted this month ONLINE ONLY  

through the school website by clicking: 
 

   

Calendar Event Details 


