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To New Beginnings 

 

 The River Springs Yearbook Staff is hard at work making sure the new 

year starts off right!  With school events like the spelling bee, social studies 

and science fairs, , and more– we have our hands full trying to document all 

of the exciting things our gators are up to!  We hope you enjoy this month’s 

issue! 

Special Note:   

Yearbook pre-order sales are now over, so if you would like to order a 

yearbook while supplies last, visit our online payment page by clicking 

HERE. 

*Times/locations and other details for events at the back of the newsletter.  
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R I V E R  S P R I N G S  M I D D L E  S C H O O L  

The Gator Gazette 
Mission:  At River Springs Middle School, all students will move 

forward career and college ready. 

Vision: River Springs Middle School will provide an inclusive school    

community committed to academic excellence. 

Jazz Band  

7th Grade Tallahassee Trip 

FSA Writing 

Test 

8th Grade Washington D.C. Field Trip 

Presidents Day 

No School 

SAC Meeting 

Bullying 

Parent Night SAC Meeting Teacher Duty Day 

http://osp.osmsinc.com/Volusia/BVModules/CategoryTemplates/Detailed%20List%20with%20Properties/Category.aspx?categoryid=CI739
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Ingredients: 

 1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa 

powder 

 3/4 cup white sugar 

 1 pinch salt 

 1/3 cup boiling water 

 3 1/3 cups milk 

 3/4 teaspoon vanilla extract 

 1/2 cup half-and-half cream 

~  Directions:  ~ 

1. Combine the cocoa, sugar and pinch of salt in a sauce-

pan. Blend in the boiling water. Bring this mixture to 

an easy boil while you stir. Simmer and stir for about 

2 minutes. Watch that it doesn't scorch. Stir in 3 1/2 

cups of milk and heat until very hot, but do not boil! 

Remove from heat and add vanilla. Divide between 4 

mugs. Add the cream to the mugs of cocoa to cool it 

to drinking temperature. 

Creamy Hot Cocoa 
-found on Allrecipies.com 

The Recipe Box 

Get ready to settle-in for six 

more weeks of winter!  

The beloved groundhog 

“Punxstawaney Phil” saw his own 

shadow on February 2nd, which 

according to legend, 

means we can expect 

the chilly weather to 

stick around a little 

while longer! 

 

Groundhog Day 

Images and more of the story found  on weather.com 
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River Springs had 25 students 

selected for this group, the 

largest amount from any school 

in the county! 

RSMS All County 

Band Students 

 Abigail T. 

 Connor D. 

 Rhiley T. 

 Camille N. 

 Madison F. 

 Kirsten L. 

 Brianna A. 

 Christian B. 

 Hannah S. 

 Joshua C. 

 Matthew D. 

 Christopher F. 

 Israel M. 

 Noah P. 

 Jason S. 

 Lucas W. 

 Grant R. 

 Briana E. 

 Tabatha N. 

 Joseph S. 

 Kerri E. 

 Destin H. 

 Nathan P. 

 Spencer B. 

 Harrison R. 

 All-County band is a selection of “cream 

of the crop” student musicians from the   

county.  These students must   audition for 

their slots by demonstrating their skills in  

both sight-reading and performance.  Once  

selected, these musicians must attend        

multiple rehearsals where they learn 

        advanced pieces and perform them as a   

county-wide ensemble. 

 Being in All-County is both a great honor 

and a great responsibility! We are so proud of 

our All-County band  students and the work 

they put into each performance. 

 Keep up the good work!  
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River Springs Middle School SGA is participating in  

the 2015 Shamrocks Against Dystrophy campaign.   

We will be selling shamrocks for $1.00 from Feb. 9th – March 17, 2015.  

Please help us support MDA to provide flu shots, repairs to leg braces 

and wheelchairs, pay for MDA clinic visits, send children to MDA sum-

mer camp, and fund & support life-saving research efforts.  Every sham-

rock we sell really makes a difference in the life of someone with Mus-

cular Dystrophy.  All proceeds go to MDA.  Please purchase a shamrock 

and help support MDA for River Springs Middle School SGA!!!! 

Ietter found: west-sacramento.blogspot.com  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=shamrocks+against+dystrophy+campaign&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAYQjB0&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwest-sacramento.blogspot.com%2F2012%2F03%2Fshamrocks-for-mda.html&ei=PsfcVNjuFIXIsQTv0IKIAw&bvm=bv.85761416,d.cWc&psig=A
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S-y-n-e-c-t-o-p-y 

Second Place:  

Logan 

First Place:  

Taylor 

The River Springs Middle 

School Annual Spelling Bee 

was held last month.  Our 

school’s top-spellers assem-

bled in the cafeteria for a 

battle of wits   before deter-

mining this year’s top-speller! 

Congratulations Taylor!  

The winning word was 

“synectopy” 
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Science Fair Earlier this month the 

Volusia Science 

Department coordinated 

the 48th Annual Tomoka 

Regional Engineering and 

Science Fair.  Jennifer 

Taylor stated that 

“Planning for the event 

began in August, with 

amazing teachers who 

work with students on 

project ideas and 

paperwork, parents who 

support their students in 

multiple ways, and 

principals who support 

school-based science fair 

nights and competitions.  

We had over 100 

community volunteers 

participate on this very 

special day. “  We are so 

proud to have some of 

our own River Springs 

students participating in 

this fair!  A huge 

congratulations to those 

who placed!  

48th Annual Tomoka Regional Engineering and 

Placed 3rd in Biochemistry 

BRYCE W. 

Placed 1st in Environmental Science 

GAVIN A. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Hello Gators! 

We are quickly approaching our Florida Standards Assessments, End of Course 

Exams, and FCAT Science.  Our teachers and students have been working hard 

to achieve proficiency on the Florida State Standards and this in turn will help 

us prepare for these assessments.  It is a community effort to prepare our stu-

dents for what lies ahead.  Together, we can do anything!   I encourage you to 

go to fsassessments.org and sign up for updates from the state department of 

education.  This website is very informational with sample tests, testing calen-

dars, and other important information for students, parents and educators 

alike.    As an educational community, we appreciate the efforts of all.   

During this second semester, please take time to speak to your child about 

his/her areas of strength and areas that still need work.  Reach out to teachers 

and see what can be done at home to supplement what is being done in the 

classroom.  Make sure your child is familiar with their USA Test Prep login in-

formation and encourage them to participate in the program often.   

Let’s inspire our children to reach for the stars!!! 

 

Educationally Yours, 

Stacy Gotlib 
Principal  
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River Springs would like to acknowledge and thank each and 

every one of our local business partners for all their support!   
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 President’s Day Holiday– No School (February 16th) 

 RSMS Jazz Band MPA at University High (February 19th) 

 Internet & Bullying Parent Night  at River Springs Middle (March 18th) 

 SAC Meetings February and March 19th 

 Teacher Duty Day/ Student Holiday– No School (March 20th) 

 SPRING BREAK– No School (March 21st– 29th) 

 MDA Shamrock Sale Fundraiser (February 9th– March 17th) 

 

 

Pre-order sales are over, and supplies are limited. 

If you’d like a 2014-2015 RSMS Yearbook, purchase now! 

Yearbook orders are accepted 24/7 by clicking the green button shown here 

and scrolling to the bottom of the list where it says “Yearbook Sales” 

 

 

 

 

http://osp.osmsinc.com/Volusia/BVModules/CategoryTemplates/Detailed List with Properties/Category.aspx?categoryid=CI739

