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Over 75 students, along with their parents, attended the event held on January 28, 2016.  The fo-
cus of the event was to teach  problem-solving math strategies that could be used  at  home to as-
sist students with the new standards in math. Our music teacher, Mrs. McLaughlin, provided the       
entertainment by having first grade students perform.  A big Thank You to our PTA for providing the 
dinner from Red Lobster.  We are looking forward to the next  one which will be held on   April 28, 
2016. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Plug Into Longstreet”  



 

 

Shana Palmore 

 R .J.  Longstreet Teacher of the Year! 

 
 



Camp Cardinal Off to a Great Start! 

115 students in grades 2-5 returned to campus on Saturday, February 20 for the first day of Camp 
Cardinal. Students were first introduced to “Ms. Investi-GATOR” and             “Professor   Psyche-
delic” to review the distinctions between investigations and experiments. Dr. Aufdenburg, profes-
sor at Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, helped students demonstrate the phases of the 
moon, revolutions, and rotations. Groups explored characteristics of rocks and minerals, noting 
distinguishing characteristics among them. A crowd favorite was the soda-Mentos experiment. 
Students collected data and kept track of scientific variables as they observed what happened 
when Mentos candies were dropped into various types of soda. The engaging scientific study con-
tinued with blasting off rockets on February 27. We will dive deep into the water cycle and weath-
ering and erosion on March 5.  The culminating field trip on March 12 is to the Marine Science 
Center. 

 



2nd Grade News 
Second Grade had a great time on our recent field trip to the Reptile Discovery Center in Deland.     
Students enjoyed a guided tour of the Nature Trail and were able to observe alligators, tortoises, and 
turtles as the keeper fed and explained the characteristics of the animals. They were able to view and 
hold small non-venomous snakes in the center’s exhibition area, and they were very excited to see the 
Venom Extraction Program  where venom is extracted from coral snakes, cottonmouths, copperheads, 
rattlesnakes and cobras. 
 
The trip ended with lunch in the facility’s Exhibit Hall where dozens of Florida and exotic venomous and 
non-venomous snakes as well as a variety of lizards and frogs are on display. A fun, educational and 
highly entertaining time was had by all! 
 

4th Grade News 

Our Social Studies Fair was held on January 19th.  We were fortunate to have students from Bethune- 

Cookman University serve as judges to review each entry and then had the difficult task of choosing 

the winners from each category.  The winners were... 

 

 

 

Honorable  Mention went to:  Makenna Lowe and Logan Dain 

 Crafts Ind. Performance Posters Exhibits 

1st Place Daniel Lopez Karol Zuniga Amanii Rhodes Vance Duffey 

2nd Place AJ Bobbee  Breanna French Molly McKenna 



 

  

 

       
 Do you sweat, chew your pencil, and feel butterflies in your stomach as you teacher hands out a test?  A lot of people (adults includ-

ed) get freaked out when it’s time to take a test.  It’s natural to feel some stress about taking tests. In fact, sometimes a little adrena-

line (a hormone made by your body during times of excitement or stress) is a good thing to jump-start you.  Here are some tips for 

taking tests: 

 Get enough sleep the night before the test.  Your  memory recall will be much better  if you’ve had enough rest.  In a sci-

entific study, people who got enough sleep before taking a math test did better than those who stayed up all night studying.  

 Listen closely to any instructions.  As the teacher  hands out the test, be sure you know what’s expected of you. 

 Read the test first.  Once you have the test paper  in front of you, read over  the entire test, checking out how long it is and 

all the parts that you are expected to complete.  This will allow you to estimate how much time you have for each section and 

ask the teacher any questions.  If something seems unclear before you start, don’t panic:  ask. 

 Focus on addressing each question individually.  As you take the test, if you don’t know the answer , don’t obsess over  it.  

Instead, answer the best way you can or skip over the question and come back to it after you’ve answered other questions. 

 Relax.  If you’re so nervous that you blank out, you might need a mini-break.  Of course you can’t get up and move around 

in the middle of a test, but you can wiggle your fingers and toes, take four or five deep breaths, or picture yourself on a beach or 

some other calm place.  As we all know, it can be easy to forget things we know well-like a locker combination.  The difference 

is we know we’ll remember our locker combination because we’ve used it hundreds of times, so we don’t panic and the combi-

nation number eventually comes back.  During a test if you blank out on something and start to tense, it suddenly becomes much 

more difficult to remember. 

These tips should help most people, but some can get serious test-taking terror.  If you’re one of them, you may need to talk to your 

teacher or a counselor for help. 

 

Good Luck! 

Source:  Kids Health 

Our P.E. Department held two big events this past month.  One was “Run for Love” where students 

received  prizes based on the number of laps completed. Parents were also encouraged to take part and join 

their students in the fun!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second event was Jump Rope for Heart. Students were asked to get sponsors to make a donation to sup-

port The American Heart Association. Our students did a fantastic job and raised over $3,000.00!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kudos to the following 4th and 5th grade students who were recognized on February 5th for 
making the Honor Roll list for the second quarter: 
 

 4th Grade             5th Grade 
 

 Isabella Bailey     Calvary Benezette  Alexandra Noviello 

 Erica Carravetta Dinger   Lindsay Clark   Anzley Privat 

 Amiyah Clark     Jadeen Coke   Isabella Rivera 

 Audrey Coppage    Daniel Cox   Josie Schwartz 

 Logan Dain     Scarlett Cross   Kaiya Silvernail 

 William Duffey    John Dain   Nikki Singh 

 Sami Gates     Alyssa De La Osa  Logan Stallard 

 Kai Harkness     Brook Greathouse  Carleigh Swift 

 Daniel Lopez     Bailey Hakala   Alexandria Taylor 

 Makenna Lowe    Grace Hardin   Rowan Walsh 

 Ryder McCarty    Aiden Haren 

 Molly McCluskey    Sydney Irwin 

 Molly McKenna    Amari Jones 

 Sonie Singh     Lorna LaValley 

 Kirra Stone     Karolina LeClaire 

 Elizabeth Surmiak    Tabitha Lovely 

 Brian Wagoner    Lauren McRae 

             

   

Congratulations to  Mason Pruitt from Mrs. Benthall’s class for winning our school spelling bee 
and  to Mason Gates from Mrs. Smith’s class who served  as runner-up.  Both gentleman    
attended the district spelling bee held at Port Orange Elementary on February 24th. 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
         Politis and Matovina                        Streamline Hotel          Spano Motors                    
         The Justice Attorneys           
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Social Advisors                                   Subway                                      5 O’clock Farms               
 
 
      
 
 
 
               Heather Hall       Academy of Martial Arts 
       ReMax Realty 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

3/1   ELA-FSA Writing Gr 4 and 5 
3/4   Kindergarten Field Trip– Central Florida Zoo 
3/5   Camp Cardinal  8:30am-11:30am 
3/7   Scholastic Book Fair Week, Media Center 
3/7   Science Fair-Media Center 
3/10   1st Grade Trip-Marine Science Center, Ponce Inlet 
3/10   Scholastic Book Fair Parent Night, Media Center 5:00pm-7:00pm 
3/11   PTA Movie Night 
3/12    Camp Cardinal– Trip to Marine Science Center, Ponce Inlet 
3/15   SAC Meeting, Media  2:30pm 
3/16   Publix Math Night 5:00pm-6:30pm 
3/17   2nd Grade In-house Field Trip-Central Florida Zoo 
3/17   PTA Meeting, Media Center 2:30pm 
3/18   Teacher Duty Day-No School 
3/21-3/25  Spring Break! No School 
3/22    Grades on Parent Portal 
3/28   Classes Resume 
3/29   Report Card Distribution 
3/29-3/30  FSA Reading  for Gr 3 
3/31-4/1  FSA Math for Gr 3 and 4 

4/5   Spring Pictures 
4/19   SAC Meeting, Media Center 2:30pm 
4/21   PTA Meeting, Media Center 2:30pm 
4/29   Interim Reports Go Home 
4/29   Safety Patrol Field Trip, Daytona Police Department 
 

We would like to thank these businesses  for joining the R.J. Longstreet banner program. To find 
out  how your business can join the R.J. Longstreet banner program, please contact Joe Biggs at 
jabiggs@volusia.k12.fl.us  

mailto:jabiggs@volusia.k12.fl.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Do you have a Twitter account?  

 

Follow our school @rjlCardinals https://twitter.com/rjlCardinals! This will keep you up 

to date on all the great learning taking place at our   amazing school as well as reminders, and 

events! It’s a great way for parents to communicate with our school! Spread the word and 

have other family members follow R.J. Longstreet!  

Let’s Raise the Bar so that our children are ready to achieve more in school, work, and life. 
Sign up for free resources at http://raisethebarparents.org/  or scan: 

Florida’s 2015-2016 ESE Parent Survey  February 1-May 31 
 

Parents,  

 

We need your help to make Florida’s 2015-2016 ESE Parent Survey a record success! 

You can complete the survey online at http://www.esesurvey.com or request a paper survey 

from your child’s school. 

 

Your feedback is important in helping the state and local school systems continue improving 

educational programs for children with special needs. 

 

For questions about the survey you can contact Aimee Mallini at FDOE 850-245-0916 or 

Aimee.Mallini@fldoe.org. 

https://twitter.com/rjlCardinals
http://raisethebarparents.org/

