
 

Open House 2014 Was a HUGE Success. Thank You! 

Our Teacher 
of the Year: 

Mrs. Sara 
Smith  
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Dear R. J. Longstreet 

Families, 

We have had a wonderful 

start to our school year, 

and a fantastic turn out at 

Open House.  We appreci-

ate all of you who at-

tended. Our first Parents’ 

Night Out is this Friday 

and plans are in the works 

for our Storybook Carnival 

in October. You are invited 

to attend our carnival plan-

ning sessions taking place 

each Wednesday at noon. 

We also appreciate all of 

the support you gave us 

when district safety and 

security guidelines re-

quired we address our 

morning and afternoon 

procedures.  Change can 

be difficult, but our families 

were supportive in this 

student safety effort. 

Our school improvement 

goal this year will target 

student goal setting, which 

will be combined with 

teacher feedback. Stu-

dents need to know where 

they are headed academi-

cally and receive the feed-

back that keeps them on 

track. 

Parents can assist by 

setting goals with their 

child. Does your child 

read nightly?  What is 

the set bedtime? We are 

looking forward to a dy-

namic school year and 

thank you for your part in 

making that happen. 

Sincerely, 

Judi Watson 



 

fact fluency very soon. More infor-

mation will be forth coming.  at home, don’t forget to complete 

your weekly fluency passage 

checking for comprehension of the 

story (Identifying the characters, 

setting, and key details from the 

text).  

 

In Math, we are practicing counting, 

reading, writing, and labeling items 

to 120. They are also learning to 

use different strategies to solve ad-

dition and subtraction problems.  

We will be starting math addition 

Kindergarten students are learning 
lots of new things, including how to 
find their way around school!  We 
also are learning lunch and bus 

numbers! 

 

In Science, we are learning about 
our five senses and how they help 

us each day. 

 

In Math, we are counting  to 10 by 
ones;  counting forward up to 10 
from a given number in the correct 
sequence (i.e., instead of having to 

begin at 1); counting/ 

identifying objects up to 10 in a vari-
ety of arrangements (e.g., line, rec-
tangular array, circle, scattered) 
and showing the correct number of 
objects when given a number 0-10.  
FLKRS (Florida Kindergarten 
Readiness Screener) will be admin-
istered to all Kindergarten students 

by the end of September.   

 

Please remember to complete a 
volunteer application form if you 
would like to help out in the 
classroom.  Approved volunteer 
applications are needed for chap-
erones that accompany us on 

field trips. 

 

 

 

 

 

First Grade  

Kindergarten  

A Friendly Reminder from the Cafeteria: 
Remember when you send your child's packed lunch from home, they will need to be able to open it 

themselves. Our hostesses are busy helping six classes at one time and it is difficult to get to every child. 

If you would like to volunteer in our cafeteria at lunch time, be sure to fill out the volunteer form from the front 

office.  

Be sure to serve a wide variety of fresh fruits and vegetables at home so your child can experience new 

flavors! 

First graders are off to a wonderful 
start! We know this will be a posi-
tive year for your child as we build 
on past successes and learn new 

things in the first grade! 

 

With home and school working to-
gether, your child’s academic                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
and social skills will become even 

stronger throughout the year.  

 

In Reading, we are taking a closer 

look at stories including outlining 

the vocabulary, looking for key de-

tails from the text, as well as work-

ing on short vowel patterns, and 

everyday day words. When reading 

Wear a red shirt  

every Friday to 

show  school 

spirit. 

Complete weekly fluency passage daily. 

Review weekly phonics patterns and 

everyday words 

Practice handwriting 

Check your child’s take home folder daily 

 

 

Grade Level News 

Page 2 THE LONGSTREET LEGEND   



 

Third Grade  

Thank you! 

Mrs. Heath 

Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Teschner 

Mr. Weaver 
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Second Grade  
Second Grade has had a successful kickoff of our 2014-2015  school year!  A BIG thank you for all the parent sup-

port! 

 

Parents, Homework Folders are the key tool we use for communication.  Each night, folders should be checked, 
making sure papers on the “Return to School” side are completed and papers on the “Keep at Home” side are re-
viewed and then kept at home.  In addition, a yellow planner is placed in the folders at the beginning of each week.  
This includes the students’ reading homework for the week (all due by the end of the week) and their daily behav-
ior. It is an excellent way to let us know what we can do for you and your child.  Please read each night for at least 
15 minutes as it will help reinforce reading skills learned in the classroom. Yellow planners are to be returned daily 

in their folders. 

 

Good news! We have all of our phonics patterns for the year on spellingcity.com. Just find our list by searching for 
Mrs. Rajcooar and each set of practice words are in number order. Make sure you are looking at second grade 

lists.  

 

We will be having a field trip scheduled this month. Please be on the lookout in your child’s folder for the form. 

 

It is very important that your child be to school on time. We begin our engaging and hands-on ELA (English Lan-

guage Arts) block at exactly 7:55. Every minute counts! 

 

We look forward to a fun and exciting school year with your children. Please let us know if there is anything you 

may need. 

 

Truly Yours, Mrs. McCarty, Mrs. Rajcooar, Mrs. Murray, Mr. Smith & Ms. Willey 

To coincide with this unit, each 3rd 

grade class received their own gar-

den to plant and harvest vegetables 

for the year. Master Gardener, Jim 

Norman will be checking in with us 

from time-to-time to offer garden 

planting tips and help when and 

where needed.   

The Teachers of Third Grade would like to welcome all our fantastic stu-

dents, parents and guardians to the New Year! We are very excited to be 

working with you and your child! 

Like most grades, Third Grade is constantly preparing for the future. With 

that in mind, we would like to stress that it is so very important for your 

child to read nightly. They should read twenty minutes or more,  and fill out 

their Reading Log.   We will be learning the Multiplication Tables this year, 

so it might be a good idea to practice the tables a little each night. It may 

not be assigned for Homework. If your child needs extra work, then Multi-

plication is for you! Speaking of Homework, all papers are due on Friday. 

Health and Nutrition lessons are now taking place in third grade from Uni-

versity of Florida Extension agent Lisa Valentine. During this 6-lesson pro-

gram, our students will look at the food groups, learn how to read food la-

bels to make healthier food and drink choices, the importance of hand 

washing and food safety.  



 

erone, make sure that you have a 
cleared volunteer form on file ahead of 

time. 

Please encourage your child to read 
their book at least ½ hour each night, if 
not more, as well as practice their 
math skills that they have learned that 

day to keep it fresh in their minds.  

We cannot express enough the impor-
tance of consistent attendance, paying 
attention, staying on task, following 
the rules/good behavior and overall 
enthusiasm for school. All of these 
things make for a successful and enjoy-
able year so please know that we ap-
preciate all that you do to make this 
possible! 

place value, decimals, division and 
multiplication. Please encourage your 
child to practice their multiplication 
facts each and every night and have 
them ask either you or their teacher 

for help if needed. 

In Science, we are working on the Sci-
entific Method and are practicing our 
science skills of observing, classifying, 
making predictions and forming con-
clusions every day. Planets and the 
Solar System will be next and we are 
planning to go to the Museum of Arts 
and Sciences. If you would like to chap-

Welcome back to the start of an 

enlightening school year!  Fourth 

grade is off to a great start practicing 

and displaying appropriate expecta-

tions and procedures. Please remem-

ber all fourth grade students will be 

assessed in the content areas of Eng-

lish Language Arts (ELA) and Mathe-

matics.  

Writing is the first assessment.  

Please ensure your child is reading 

each night for 20-30 minutes, also, 

have your child to summarize, para-

phrase, and retell through writing 

what they have read. This will help 

them in all content areas.  

In the area of math please have your 

son/daughter practice their multipli-

cation facts, and have them to com-

plete all homework.  

Homework is given so that each stu-

dent can practice the skills that are 

being addressed in class. Thanks for 

allowing us to educate your child this 

year.  

We’re off to a great start!! 

From, 

The Fourth Grade Team 

all K-5 classes.  They will learn who I 
am , what I do and how to reach me if 

they need to speak with me.  They will 
also be taught about confidentiality 
(what we say here, stays here- unless 

someone is being hurt!). 

Parents, we have  brand new back-
packs and school supplies to use for 
any of our students who may need 
them.  Please just give me a call or let 

Welcome to the new 
school year!   

My name is Lori Del Greco 
and I’m the school coun-
selor.  My extension is 
33897.   

This month I have started 
classroom guidance orientation lessons 
on “Who Is The School Counselor?: for 

me know.  Thank you to the Jewish 
Federation and Pastor Charlie of South 

Peninsula Christian Church. 

Everyone received a postcard about 
affordable health insurance called 
FloridaKidCare.  For more information 
please call or email Kathyann Carmona 
386-734-7190 Ext. 20516 or khcar-

mon@volusia.k12.fl.us 

Fifth Grade                 Mrs. Lamb, Mrs. Krueger, Mrs. Schuld & Mrs. Ringvelski  

Fourth Grade 

Counselor’s Corner  

Happy Fall 5th Graders!!! 

What a great start to our senior 

year!!! Our students are working so 
hard and doing such a great job!! 

As you may know, our infamous Story-
book Carnival will be on October 24th 
from 5:00 – 8:00pm.  We are in charge 
of the cafeteria and the Cakewalk. We 
will need volunteers to help in these 
locations throughout the night, so 
please let your child’s teacher know if 
you are willing to help that night. The 
volunteer slots are usually 30 minutes. 

In Math, we are continuing to work on 

More Grade Level News  
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while integrating art with 

“Legendary Florida,” a social stud-

ies program in Volusia County 

schools and Science.  

about positive/negative space in art 

by creating a silhouette portrait of 

themselves. The third graders are 

creating Faceless Junkanoo Festi-

val dolls from the 

Caribbean. 

The fourth grad-

ers are creating 

collages and 

studying about 

Henri Matisse 

The first quarter is flying by as the 

students learn about rhythm 

through movement, writing, reading 

music, and playing instruments. 

They have made great strides in 

this area and are creating a solid 

foundation for the rest of the year. 

The 4th/5th Grade Chorus,”Sound 

Wave,” has started rehearsals for 

the December program and I could-

n’t be prouder of the students’ hard 

Longstreet this year.  

It seems like the past several 

weeks have flown by as the end of 

the first quarter is almost upon us. 

We appreciate you reading and dis-

cussing literature with your child 

W 
e are so glad to see 

all of our students 

eager for another 

exciting year. We 

especially welcome all of the stu-

dents who are new to RJ 

daily. 

We hope you ae able to participate 

in our storybook carnival. It is al-

ways a fun evening for all. 

Thank you for supporting your child 

and our school.  

 

From the ESE staff 

The Art Department is off to a very 

busy beginning.  Kindergarten has 

been reviewing primary and secon-

dary colors and learning about the 

art technique of collage. 

First graders are working on paint-

ings of themselves and their pets; 

they will be collaborating with one 

of the art classes at Spruce Creek 

High School. 

The second graders are learning 

 

Fifth graders are studying about Peter Max, a very famous 60’s Pop 

Artist, who was very involved in helping New York City with the 

restoration of the Statue of Liberty in the 1980s. He also did numerous 

album covers, including some for the famous Beatles. The fifth graders 

are creating their own version of Peter Max’s Statue of Liberty.  
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Music Notes 

work. 

The program will be a lot of  

fun! 

 Attention Parents: 

If your child is absent, 

please call the school 

office as soon as 

possible to report the 

absence. 

386-322-6172 

 

 
 

Art Department  



Greetings from the PTA 

Welcome back! Longstreet PTA has been hard at work helping pave the way for a year of student achievement and 

family fun. Our membership drive is in full swing, so you are warmly invited to join our organization of nearly 5 

million members across the country who are making a difference in children's lives. Annual membership is only $5 

and automatically makes you a local, state and national member. There are many benefits to membership. Please 

consider joining our organization; your involvement is a vital element to our school's success! There are no time or 

volunteer requirements to join the PTA; we love your time if you have it to offer, but we also just love seeing your 

name on our membership list! 

 

2014-2015 officers: 

Tammy Efstathiou, President 

Coach Bazemore, Secretary 

Jackie Knopp, Treasurer 

 

Upcoming Events/Dates: 

****** Now through Oct. 3rd ~ BJ's Club fundraiser (new applications & renewals earn $5 for our PTA) 

****** October 24th, 5-8pm ~ Fall Storybook Carnival (planning meetings every Wednesday at noon) 

Volunteers Wanted! 

We would love to have your support as a volunteer, either on or off campus. There are many ways to be involved, 

and your child will LOVE knowing you care about his/her school & education. Here are some immediate opportu-

nities to help our students, our school, and our community. Please look over the following list and either email or 

call to let us know if you are interested in any of the committees or positions listed. If you don't see anything on this 

list that suits your interests or time, don't worry--there will be other opportunities in the future! You do not have to 

be a PTA member to help, and you do not have to help to be a PTA member! 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER: TO WORK ON CAMPUS, YOU MUST HAVE AN  

APPROVED VIPS FORM ON FILE .  

You should have received a VIPS form in your welcome folder on the first day of school. 

Room Parent: support your classroom teacher by being in contact with other parents about class events, news, 

and needs. 

Movie Night Coordinator: help organize and plan our scheduled movie nights. Time commitment small - 

medium; we only have 4 movie nights planned over the course of the school year.  

Carnival Committee: volunteers meet once a week during planning stages to brainstorm, sort responsibili-

ties, head classroom booths, work on projects from home and in the community (like do artwork for class booths 

and run errands for prizes/candy, set up our bookstore, distribute materials to classrooms, sell tickets, etc.). Time 

commitment: small - medium; short span varies for about 4-6 weeks leading up to our October carnival date. 

Community Liaison: volunteer to submit newsletter info, calendar of events, and/or press releases for local 

magazines and newspapers (when applicable). This volunteer would also look for opportunities for our PTA to con-

tribute our services in worthwhile community causes or events. Time commitment: small; efforts of approximately 
30 minutes to an hour once a week over the entire school year. 
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More Counselor’s 

Corner: 

“Hearts & Arts” is a day of 
healing art activities for chil-
dren and teens who have 
experienced the death of a 
loved one.  Sat. Sept 13 9:00-
3:00 .  To register call 386 
822-4852. 

Resource of the month is 
United Way “First Call For 
Help”.  Just call 211 for infor-
mation about community 
resources. 

Meet Remi, Longstreet Elementary School’s R.E.A.D. (which stands for 

Reading Education Assistance Dog). Remi stopped by  Longstreet recently 

to let students read to her.  

More from our PTA . . .  

Volunteer Coordinator:  someone to keep track of available volunteers and to reach out via email 

and phone calls to match them with available opportunities. Time commitment: small; ongoing; approx. 1 
hour a week with more time preceding special events. 

Donation/Grant Seekers: volunteers spend time at home contacting local and national compa-

nies online to request contributions/donations for our school. Anyone with or without grant-writing experi-
ence could assist us in reaching out for available nationwide funds. Time commitment: medium; ongoing; 

mostly completed at home. 

Spring Book Fair: volunteers donate time assisting students and staff in the Media Center during a 2 

week period in the Fall and again in the Spring. Time commitment: small; 2 weeks twice a year; hours vary 

during the school day. 

Please email PTAemail@clearwire.net for more info or to express your interest in helping in one of 

these areas. 

... together, we CAN !!! 
 

We value your opinion and welcome your questions, ideas, feedback, comments, and/or con-

cerns. Please feel free to speak to PTA members on campus or email your PTA leaders at PTAe-

mail@clearwire.net. You can visit floridapta.org or pta.org to learn more about how PTA works for 

you and our students. 

https://webmail.volusia.k12.fl.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=YFBVh7ktUEacFiLGVHZrnN2OqHp5qdEIVWIl--Jo3s8CArmY4NVeCZRoNQKdGTi1XvSAnn36KXE.&URL=mailto%3aPTAemail%40clearwire.net
https://webmail.volusia.k12.fl.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=YFBVh7ktUEacFiLGVHZrnN2OqHp5qdEIVWIl--Jo3s8CArmY4NVeCZRoNQKdGTi1XvSAnn36KXE.&URL=mailto%3aPTAemail%40clearwire.net.
https://webmail.volusia.k12.fl.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=YFBVh7ktUEacFiLGVHZrnN2OqHp5qdEIVWIl--Jo3s8CArmY4NVeCZRoNQKdGTi1XvSAnn36KXE.&URL=mailto%3aPTAemail%40clearwire.net.
https://webmail.volusia.k12.fl.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=YFBVh7ktUEacFiLGVHZrnN2OqHp5qdEIVWIl--Jo3s8CArmY4NVeCZRoNQKdGTi1XvSAnn36KXE.&URL=http%3a%2f%2ffloridapta.org
https://webmail.volusia.k12.fl.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=YFBVh7ktUEacFiLGVHZrnN2OqHp5qdEIVWIl--Jo3s8CArmY4NVeCZRoNQKdGTi1XvSAnn36KXE.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fpta.org


 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Oct. 20: No School for Students; Teacher    

  Duty Day 

Oct. 24: Longstreet’s Famous School 

    Carnival 

Oct. 27: Report Card Distribution 

Nov. 2: Daylight Savings Time Ends. Don’t forget to 

“fall back” one hour on your clock! 

Early Release Days (1:05 p.m.): Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 

RJ Longstreet Elementary School 

2745 S. Peninsula Drive 

Daytona Beach, Florida 32118 

386-322-6172 


