
 

     Welcome to R. J. Longstreet!  Home of the Cardinals and an exceptional teaching staff.  We are excited 

about our new school year and look forward to seeing you at the many programs and events we have 

planned for this school year.  To continue addressing our need for providing a rigorous academic pro-

gram, we will implement the BYOT (Bring Your Own Technology) program this year beginning on Octo-

ber 5th. Using their own devices and those provided by the school, students in BYOT classrooms will par-

ticipate in internet research and applications designed to increase student engagement and learning. 

(Continued page 11.) 
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Welcome to Kindergarten! 

 RJ Longstreet welcomes all of our kindergarten parents and students to the 2015-2016 school 

year. We look forward to a fresh year and are so excited to work with all of our amazing parents and 

volunteers. We have kicked off the year great with a lot of learning and growing! We have begun learn-

ing our first quarter sight words. Parents, make sure you are practicing your child's sight words, letters 

and sounds each night. It is very important they know these to stay on track. In science, we have been 

exploring our five senses. We have also been exploring the world around us by diving deeper into sci-

ence tools and what it means to be a scientist. Our fabulous kindergarten students also have been 

counting and learning to write our numbers to 10.  

 Thank you for coming to our Open House September 24th. We encouraged every parent to get 

and stay connected.  We also appreciate those of you who attended RJ Longstreet’s parent BYOT (bring 

your own technology) night at school on September 17th. This was a night for you to come and learn 

about what it means to be in a BYOT classroom. If you still have questions about BYOT, just speak to one 

of us! Parents, be on the lookout for upcoming field trip dates as well. :)  

 Sincerely,  

 Mrs. Baron, Mr. Biggs, Mrs. Cox, Mrs. Stasa & Miss Willey  

 First graders are off to a great start of the 

year. We know this will be a positive year for 

your child as we build on past successes and 

learn new things in first grade! With home and 

school working together, your child’s academic 

and social skills will become even stronger 

throughout the year.  

 In reading, we are taking a closer look at 

stories, vocabulary, key details from the text and 

are working on short vowel patterns and every-

day day words. When reading at home, don’t 

forget to complete your weekly fluency passage, 

review weekly spelling words and everyday 

words. When reading at home, check for com-

prehension of the story identifying the charac-

ters, setting, and key details from the text.  

 In math, our students are practicing 

counting, reading, writing, and labeling items to 

120. They are also learning to use different strat-

egies to solve addition and subtraction prob-

lems.  We will be starting math fact fluency very 

soon. More information will be forth coming.  

First Grade Reminders: 

 Wear a red shirt every Friday to show school 

spirit 

 Complete weekly fluency passage daily 

 Review weekly phonics patterns and every-

day words 

 Practice handwriting  

 Check your child’s take home folder daily. 

Thank you for your support 

First Grade Teachers 
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Second Grade  

 The school year has taken off with an imaginative start in Art Room 11-108! Our R.J. Longstreet students are 

creating through the exploration of lines. Each grade level inspected a specific work of American Pop Artist Andy 

Warhol. They are starting to see lines in a great many places!  

 I encourage families to engage children in art talk as they begin to bring art home. If you are unsure of 

where to best start, begin with FORM. Here are some ideas: 

What do you see in your art? 

What colors, lines, textures, and/or patterns did you use? 

Describe the balance in your image. 

How did you choose the size? 

What medium (art material) is the work? 

Describe the focal point (if present). 

 We will add THEME and CONTEXT to our art talk in the coming months.  

 I am truly excited to join the community of learning at R.J. Longstreet Elementary this year. I believe the arts 

are not a separate course of study in your children’s education, but a place where they have the opportunity to de-

velop age appropriate, creative problem-solving skills that are applicable to every part of life.  

           Jane Failer—Art Teacher 

Second Grade has had a successful kickoff of our 2015-2016 school year!  A BIG thank you for all 

the parent support! 

 Parents: Homework Folders are the key tool we use for communication.  Each night, folders 

should be checked, making sure papers on the “Return to School” side are completed and papers on 

the “Keep at Home” side are reviewed and then kept at home.  In addition, a yellow planner is placed in 

the folders at the beginning of each week.  This includes the students’ homework for the week (all due 

by the end of the week) and their daily behavior. It is an excellent way to let us know what we can do for 

you and your child.  Please read each night for at least 15 minutes as it will help reinforce reading skills 

learned in the classroom. Yellow planners are to be returned daily in their folders. 

 A great practice for phonics is www.spellingcity.com.  Find our list by searching for Mrs. 

Rajcooar and each set of practice words are in number order. Make sure you are looking at second 

grade lists. We will be working on short vowel patters, long vowels/silent e and SIPPS list 1. 

It is very important that your child be to school on time. We begin our engaging and hands-on 

ELA (English Language Arts) block at exactly 7:55. Every minute counts! 

We look forward to a fun and exciting school year with your children. Please let us know if there 

is anything you may need. 

         Truly Yours, Mrs. McCarty, Mrs. Rajcooar, Ms. Pickett, Mr. Smith & Mr. Weaver 

 

http://www.spellingcity.com
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Third grade is very excited for the upcoming year filled with 

learning and fun activities.  In English-Language Arts and social studies, we are working towards find-

ing context clues for unknown words, questioning and discussion, and summarizing text using fiction 

and informational text. In mathematics, we are working on number sense including skills, such as flu-

ency in addition and subtraction, rounding to the nearest 10, 100, or 1000, and determining even and 

odd numbers.  

We also are discovering and researching on the proper ways to keep a safe environment dur-

ing science practices and how scientists use their observations in investigations. All of these skills are 

essential to your child’s learning as they build upon themselves throughout the year as the text and 

curriculum becomes increasingly difficult. Thank you so much for all that you do for our students each 

and every day! 

   Thank you, 

Mrs. Teschner, Ms. Heath, Mr. Daly, Mrs. Lovings, and Ms. Inge 

 
 Welcome to Fourth Grade!  We are anticipating an exciting and productive year.  A great deal of 

time was spent the first many weeks learning routines and getting to know each other.  In addition, the stu-

dents participated in the State Mandated math exam which is used strictly for us to determine learning 

gaps so we can plan instruction accordingly.  They also had a reading comprehension assessment to help 

us see where they are at in reading and will help us determine what skills need to be taught or retaught.  It 

is part of the getting to know you process. There are no grades given for these exams.  

 This year will be a transition year for many.  Fourth graders are now at the intermediate level and 

will have more expectations and responsibilities placed upon them.  This link to PBS provides an overview 

of what the curriculum entails and some changes you might see in your children.  http://www.pbs.org/

parents/education/going-to-school/grade-by-grade/fourth/  Contact us anytime if you have questions about 

the curriculum or your child.    

  We are planning three field trips this year, one in the fall, winter and spring.  Information will be 

sent home with the children as we finalize the plans. It is very important that all fourth graders master their 

multiplication facts.   Please practice them at home with your child.  In addition, the more your child reads, 

the better!   

 Thanks for all of your support.  We are looking forward to a wonderful year.   

  

         Mrs. Glenn-Dixon  

         Ms. Smith  

         Mrs. Benthall  
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Fifth Grade  

From the ESE  

Department 

 We would like to welcome back all of our 

returning Cardinals and give a special welcome 

to our new Cardinals!  Our new Cardinals in-

clude Ms. Collins, kindergarten – second grade 

teacher, and Mrs. Overton, third-fifth grade 

teacher.  We are excited to have these teachers 

join our team.   

 To ensure academic success please read 

with your student at least 15-20 minutes daily.  

We are all looking forward to an exciting 2015-

2016 school year! 

 

 — Ms. Norris, Ms. O’Brien,  

Ms. Collins, Mrs. Overton, & Mrs. Birch  

Mrs. Overton, ESE 3-5, left 

       Ms. Collins, ESE K-2, below 

 Fifth grade has started the year with so 

much excitement! Our students are amazing their 

teachers daily with how well they are able to ro-

tate from class to class. As role models for the en-

tire school, the fifth graders have been setting ex-

cellent examples on a day-to-day basis and dur-

ing school procedures such as fire drills.  

 

 Please remember to always come to school 

on time (7:55 am) and prepared!  

               

—   Mrs. Thomas, Mrs. Schuld & Mrs. Lamb 
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FROM PHYSICAL EDUCATION . . . 

Wow, what a great start to the 2015-2016 school year at R. J. Longstreet Elementary!  

Your child has been learning that fitness is a fun and important part of our lives.  

During P.E. we have been working on running a quarter mile around our field.  Stu-

dents are learning to keep a steady pace to ensure they finish strong.  Soon we will 

start our Fun Runs, so these runs will be great practice.  Also students have been 

getting flexible by performing various stretches.  Keeping our muscles flexible de-

creases our chances of injury.  

 This month the fourth and fifth graders will begin the Fitnessgram testing. They are learning 

some of these exercises in class, so they can go home and practice. The Fitnessgram testing is a pro-

gram that shows students progress on flexibility, strength and endurance.  The exercises they are re-

quired to do are sprints, curl-ups (crunches), trunk lift (back flexibility), push-ups, flexed arm hang, 

shoulder stretch, and sit and reach (leg flexibility).  They will perform this test at the beginning and 

end of the year to show how they have progressed.   

It is hot outside and important to stay hydrated.  Your child is permitted to bring a water bottle 

with their name on it.  Please be sure your child is wearing the proper clothes and shoes on P.E. days.  

“Physical fitness is not only one of the most important keys to a healthy body; it is the basis of dy-

namic and creative intellectual activity.” — John F. Kennedy 

Ms. Colalella  & Mr. Hickox  

Counselor’s Corner 
 My name is Sarah Gummey, and I am the new school 

counselor at RJ Longstreet! I am very excited to meet all the 

Cardinal students and families, and I have felt very wel-

comed in my first few weeks here.  

 I would like to take this time to introduce myself for 

those who have not met me yet. I grew up in Daytona Beach, 

not too far from Longstreet. I graduated from Atlantic High 

School, and I completed both undergraduate and graduate 

school at the University of Florida (Go Gators!) I was working 

as a school counselor at Metcalfe Elementary in Gainesville 

prior to Longstreet.  

 I have many goals and ideas for programs to imple-

ment at Longstreet, as well as continuing the great work of 

our previous counselor, Mrs. Del Greco. If you have any questions or concerns you would like to share 

with me, please do not hesitate to call, email or stop by my office.  

 My email address is stgummey@volusia.k12.fl.us. If you are in need of any resources, I am here 

to help.  

mailto:stgummey@volusia.k12.fl.us


 

Attention Parents: 

If your child is absent, 

please call the school 

office as soon as 

possible to report the 

absence. 

386-322-6172 

Quick Note from the Clinic — Mrs. Reed 

 ALL prescription or over the counter (ex: cough 

drop) medications requires a Doctor’s Authorization Form. 

All medication must be brought to school by an adult. 

 We are in need of clothing donations of all sizes, 

foot wear as well. 

 Allergy season is upon us and may trigger Asthma 

is some cases.   

 We are looking forward to a healthy school year. 

 

Academic Coach’s Corner 
By: Amy Spies 

 I am so excited to return to Longstreet! I first walked the loggias while attending as a student 

and now am eager to work as the Academic Coach. Parents, I wanted to introduce to you an incred-

ible website designed just for you: www.raisethebarparents.org. Just as you take your child for 

check-ups with doctors, this site gives you a sense of where he/she is performing and offers nu-

merous activities and resources to support your child’s learning.  

 To help fill some dreaded downtime while stuck in traffic, racing through grocery stores, or 

attempting to do household chores, here are some ideas to keep your kiddo(s) thinking about math 

and language arts. Counting often doesn’t get the recognition it deserves so here are some grade 

specific ways for kids to keep those math skills sharp!  

 I’ll also be the Pop Tab Coordinator so please keep sending those in to school to support 

the Ronald McDonald House Charities! 

 

Grade Math Language Arts: When reading at book ask … 

K Counting to 10 (items used in cooking, clothes you’re fold-

ing, toys being put away) 

 “Where’s the front, back, title? 

1 Counting to 120 (steps walking to different parts of house 

or store, while waiting at traffic light) 

“What are details about this story?” 

“How do you know this is a sentence? (starts with 

capital, ends with period) 

2 Counting to 1000 forward and backward (steps to land-

marks in neighborhood, while waiting in traffic, pick a 

starting number other than 1 or 1000, pop tabs) 

“Tell me who, what, where, when the story is 

about. Why did ___ do ___? How did they?” 

3 Counting by 10s and 100s from any number “Tell me who, what, where, when the story is 

about. Why did ___ do ___? How did they? Where 

did it say that in the book?” 

4 Skip counting by 5s, 6s, 7s, 8s, 9s “Who is telling the story/giving the information? 

How do you know?” 

5 Counting by unit fractions (1/2, 1/3, 1/4, etc..) starting at 

any number 

“What was the theme or main message of this sto-

ry? How do you know? Why do you think the au-

thor included that?” 

http://www.raisethebarparents.org


 



 

We Need Your Input 

Volusia County Schools  

STUDENT DRESS CODE Survey  

 

 

 

 Please complete a short survey to share your opinion regarding school uniforms for the 

2016-17 school year.  The information will be provided to the School Board of Volusia County for 

their consideration in making changes to the student dress code policy.  The survey will be open 

until midnight on September 30, 2015: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/uniforms2016-17 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 Sept. 28—Interim Report distribution 

 Sept. 30—Last day of the Book Fair 

 Sept. 30—Donuts for Dad, Media Center, 7:30—8:00am 

 Oct. 2—Good News Club, 2:00—3:30pm 

 Oct. 2—Parents’ Night Out (Movie Night), Cafeteria, 5:00—8:00pm 

 Oct. 5 — Health Screenings 

 Oct. 5—STAR Tutoring begins  

 Oct. 5—BYOT start date 

 Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28—EARLY RELEASE (1:05 P.M.)   

 Oct. 7—Walk to School Day, Meet at Rendon Park, 7 am. 

 Oct. 8—FACT Fair, New Smyrna Beach MS 5:30—7:00pm 

 Oct. 9—Fifth Grade field trip, MOAS, 9:00am—1:15pm 

 Oct. 14—SGA Meeting, Lamb’s Room, 1:15pm 

 Oct. 15—Kindergarten field trip, Pumpkin Patch, 9:45am-12:15pm 

 Oct. 20—SAC Meeting, Media Center, 2:30pm 

 Oct. 22—Spooky Fun Run 

 Oct. 23—Teacher Duty Day 

 Oct. 30— Report Card distribution 

 Oct. 30—Storybook Carnival 

QR Code for  

RJ Longstreet Facebook 

page 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/uniforms2016-17
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New Faces at R.J. Longstreet — Welcome! 

Welcome Back to an exciting new year! I 
am thrilled to join the R.J. Longstreet family as 
your new Assistant Principal.  As a proud product 
of Volusia County, I am eager to serve the stu-
dents, parents, faculty, staff and community of 
our school.  I am looking forward to meeting each 
and every family as we journey together to great-
ness! 

   Ms. Dietz, Assistant Principal 
  

Hello! 

My name is Anne Tredent and I come to you 
from Holly Hill School where I was the secre-
tary/bookkeeper for many years.  My hus-
band and I moved to Florida in 2000 and re-
ally love it!  I look forward to getting to know 
all of you and having a great year! 

       Mrs. Tredent, Principal’s Secretary  

Greetings from your School Resource Officer. I 
am Officer McClain from the Daytona Beach 
Police Department. This is my first year at RJ 
Longstreet but I have been on the police 
force for three years. I look forward to  

assisting and benefiting the RJ Longstreet 
family in whatever way possible. I am on cam-
pus all week during school hours. My office is 
in Building 7, Room five.         

            Officer McClain  



 

New Districtwide Check In System  

Dear Parents: 

 We would like to introduce you to a new system our school district has purchased to 

help protect your children.  The Visitor Management System helps track guests, students, fac-

ulty, contractors and volunteers at our school, thus providing a safer and more monitored envi-

ronment for the students. 

 When visitors, volunteers, contractors or parents check-in, they will be asked to present 

a valid state issued ID for entering into the system.  The system has the ability to provide alerts 

on people who may jeopardize the safety of the campus. 

 We feel certain this will help us keep our campus safer, and ask for your cooperation in 

presenting your valid state issued ID when checking in at the school.   

 Thank you in advance for your help in this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Judith Watson 

Principal 

R.J. Longstreet Elementary School 

 

2745 S. Peninsula Drive 

Daytona Beach, Florida 32118 

386-235-8772 

From the School Way Cafe 
Continued from Page 1, The Principal’s Report . . . 

     We want to thank all of you who attended our Open House on 

September 24. Your involvement in your child’s education is 

important and appreciated.   

     PTA is gearing up for our Storybook Carnival on Friday, Octo-

ber 30th.  We would love to have your support and hope you 

will join us in planning meetings held each Wednesday at 

school at noon.   Each teacher is planning a booth and a class 

basket and could use your support.  Communicate with your 

child’s teacher on how you can help with these projects.  No 

help is too small.   

     Please remember that we are dedicated to ensuring the suc-

cess of each child and want to hear from you.  Interim reports 

come out on Monday, September 28th, so make sure you ask to 

see this report and communicate with your child’s teacher any 

concerns or questions you might have.   

     Sincerely, 

                               Mrs. Watson 
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Greetings Longstreet Families! 

We would like to welcome all of you to the 2015-16 school year at R.J. Longstreet Elementary School.  

Our theme for the year is “Success Through Our Strengths.”   

 

What does that mean?  It means that your talents and passions are needed.  It means that your 

uniqueness makes us a stronger community.  It means that you’re bringing to the table the abilities 

you’re most excited to utilize. 

 

It means that our hard work will (for the most part) be fun. 

 

One of the simplest ways to inspire our children is for them to see us involved in something we are 

passionate about.  The R.J. Longstreet PTA invites you to participate this year in order to enrich and 

expand the capacity of our school so we can provide the very best education and learning environ-

ment for our children.  Whether you are a master gardener, a journeyman electrician, Pinterest party 

planner or business entrepreneur, there are many vital roles you can fill both on and off campus.   

 

In school volunteers must fill out the county volunteer application at http://myvolusiaschools.org/

volunteer-partnership/Documents/VIPS/Application%20to%20Volunteer.pdf. 

 

From Box Top collecting to Business Partner Coordinating, there are endless opportunities for you 

to contribute to your child’s education that will fit your schedule and use your strengths. Early in 

the year we are seeking classroom ambassadors, Storybook Carnival committee members, Movie 

Night coordinators, and special event champions.  Let us know what you love to do, and we will 

find a place to plug you in. 

 

The PTA welcomes you to our general meetings to voice your concerns and contribute your ideas 

to better our school. The link for the list of meetings and activities can be found on our school Fa-

cebook page RJ Longstreet Elementary School (https://www.facebook.com/RJLongstreetElementary) 

and on the My Volusia Schools website under the R. J. Longstreet master calendar.   

 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact us at pta32118@gmail.com 

Let’s make this a wonderful year at R.J. Longstreet! 

 

Sincerely, 

The R. J. Longstreet PTA Board  

Heath Barrow – PTA President                                                                                                                                                        

Tennille Dain  -PTA Vice President                                                                                                                                                              

Tiffany Kisker – PTA Treasurer                                                                                                                                                                             

Amanda Smith -  PTA Recording Secretary                       

Julie Barrow – PTA Corresponding Secretary 

PTA NEWS 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/volunteer-partnership/Documents/VIPS/Application%20to%20Volunteer.pdf
http://myvolusiaschools.org/volunteer-partnership/Documents/VIPS/Application%20to%20Volunteer.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/RJLongstreetElementary
mailto:pta32118@gmail.com
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2015-16 School Calendar 

October 23 (Friday) .................................................. Teacher Duty Day/Student Holiday 

November 11 (Wednesday) ...................................... Veterans Day Holiday 

November 24 (Tuesday) ........................................... Thanksgiving Holiday Begins - End of Day 

November 30 (Monday) ............................................ Classes Resume 

December 18 (Friday) ............................................... Winter Holiday Begins - End of Day 

January 4 (Monday) .................................................. Classes Resume 

January 15 (Friday) ................................................... Teacher Duty Day 

January 18 (Monday) ................................................ Martin Luther King’s Birthday Holiday 

February 15 (Monday) .............................................. Presidents’ Day Holiday 

March 17 (Thursday) ................................................ Spring Holiday Begins - End of Day 

March 18 (Friday) ..................................................... Teacher Duty Day 

March 28 (Monday) ................................................... Classes Resume 

May 30 (Monday) ...................................................... Memorial Day Holiday 

June 7 (Tuesday) ...................................................... Last Day of School for Students 

June 9 (Thursday) ..................................................... Last Day of School for Teachers 

Early Release Days: 

All students will be released approximately one hour early on the 31 Wednesdays listed below. 

October 7, 14, 21, 28 

November 4, 18 

 December 2, 9, 16 

January 6, 13, 20, 27 

 February 3, 10, 17, 24 

 March 2, 9, 16, 30 

 April 6 

May 25 

June 1 & 7 (Tuesday)  

R.J. Longstreet Elementary School 

 

2745 S. Peninsula Drive 

Daytona Beach, Florida 32118 

386-235-8772 


