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Focusing  

on  

Student 

Success 

 

On March 3rd students in 

grades 4 and 5 will take the writ-

ing portion of the Florida Stand-

ards Assessment English Lan-

guage Arts.  This is something 

we have worked toward all year 

and the feedback from this al-

lows us to monitor and adjust 

our school’s instructional pro-

gram.  This information is im-

portant and used in a variety of 

ways. 

 

To ensure that our students are 

prepared for the assessment, 

you can help us by seeing your 

child gets plenty of sleep, eats a 

nutritious breakfast - a free 

breakfast is provided at school 

next week for all children— and 

arrives to school on time!! 

 

I want to thank all of you that 

participated in our fantastic Plug 

Into Longstreet event.  Our 

teachers worked tirelessly to 

plan activities to share with our 

families concerning our use of 

technology to enhance instruc-

tion.  We provided families with 

a bag of items and explained 

how they can use these at home 

to support their child’s educa-

tion at school.  

Continued, page 6 

Cardinals Are Recognized For Their 

Winning Ways at School  

and in the Community  

From Honor Roll to Volunteers, RJ 

Longstreet Cardinals are being 

celebrated and recognized 

throughout the school and in the 

community. Congratulations to all 

of our winners. We are so proud of 

you!  More on page 3. 

  



 

First Grade  

Kindergarten  

Grade Level News  
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 Kindergarten is pleased, excited and proud 

to have Tiffany Ferguson, a Senior Intern joining us 

from Daytona State! 

 Kindergarten students enjoyed the KidSmart 

safety program presented by EVAC Ambulance 

“Boo-Boo” on February 10th, they were excited to 

learn how to stay safe during different situations.   

 Kindergarteners are working hard writing 

stories with a simple beginning, middle and end. 

Please continue to practice the 3rd quarter high fre-

quency words each evening using the flashcards 

that were sent home.  In Math, students have been 

adding numbers to 20 and subtracting within 10. 

We will soon be exploring the different attributes of 

two and three-dimensional shapes. In Science, we 

are getting ready to jump into the world of plants 

and animals. We will investigate the parts of a plant 

and explore different animals.  

  

From The Kindergarten Team 

Mrs. Baron, Mrs. Cox,  Mrs. Miller  

& Miss Pickett 

First graders are now moving into the fourth quarter of the school 

year. In reading, we will be striving to enhance student knowledge of 

main idea, supporting details, and the sequence of a story including 

characters and setting. 

 In mathematics, we are learning to measure to the nearest inch using 

a ruler. In addition, we are learning to identify and name the value of 

coins.   Please be sure to practice basic facts in addition and subtraction to ten with your child.  

Thank you, 

First Grade Teachers 

 We are looking forward to our 

Spring Egg Hunt and cookout at McElroy 

Park on April 3rd.  

 Keep an eye out for further infor-

mation. 
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Second Grade  
We are ready for spring and some warmer weather!  The 2nd grade team would like to thank 

all of our parents and volunteers for always helping and donating when needed. We appreci-

ate each and every one of you.    

In Reading, we have begun unit 5 where we focus on author’s purpose, problem and solution, main idea and de-

tails, retelling events in order, and comparing and contrasting.  Please review these reading skills as your child 

reads each night. 

In math, we are learning about time and then we will be moving right into money. You can help your child in these 

areas by asking them to tell you the time on an analog clock or having them count your change or bills.  

Our next few units in science will be very exciting! We will be finishing up magnets and going right into the human 

body and life cycles.  

  

Until Next Month, 

Mrs. McCarty, Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Rajcooar, Mr. Smith, Ms. Willey  

Winners, Winners Everywhere! Congratulations! 

Science Fair Winners (above): 

(Left to right): A.J. Nash, Brooke Lloyd, Noah Anderson, 

Theophany Cruz 

Social Studies Fair Winners 
Many thanks for helping your child with their social studies pro-

ject. The social studies fair was held February 19, 2015. The four 

categories judged were posters, crafts, performances, and ex-

hibits. Congratulations to these winners:  

Posters: 1st place – Sydney Irwin; 2nd place – Kaiya Silvernail; 3rd 

place – Julian Esposito 

Crafts: 1st place – Alyssa De la Osa; 2nd place – Joseph McRae; 3rd 

place – Molly West 

Exhibits:1st place – Madison Wood; 2nd place – Lauren McRae; 3rd 

place – Alyssa Dwight 

Historical Performance: 1st place – Josie Schwarz; 2nd place – 

Carly Swift 



 

Third Grade  

    

    

More Grade Level News  
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It’s time again to celebrate the following students who had perfect attendance for the month of January. 

The awesome attendees are: 

 Mrs. Heath’s Class: Hali Brown, Bradley Conner, Serenity Howard, Carmelina Lopez, Sonie Singh, 

Nikel Soto-Ramirez and Elizabeth Surmiak. 

 Mrs. Smith’s Class: Amiya Clark, Kiersten Dwight, Oz Evanson, Breanna French, Ryder McCarty, 

Molly McCluskey and Karol Zuniga. 

 Mrs. Teschner’s Class: Isabella Bailey, Mariena Condon, Tamara Gamble, Seth Harrington, Milan 

Horvath, Dylan Remsburg and Jaylon White. 

 Mr. Weaver’s Class: Nicholas Duval, Joshua Elsner, Shawn Spiker, Sylvia Taylor and Ja’miayahca 

Williams. 

Congratulations! 

We would like to thank all are parents and volunteers who helped make our Cracker Creek field trip a 

huge success! We were able to ride a boat down Spruce Creek to observe local plants and even some 

animals. A tractor took us through nature trails where students could see the many different plants that 

live in our area. Finally, we viewed an animal lecture and a whip demonstration. A funny combination, 

but it kept the students’ attention! Thank you again for all your help! 

Mr. Dain volunteered his time and expertise in order 

to increase our students’ knowledge of plants. His ag-

ricultural background helped students to understand 

that nature can be found all around us, especially on a 

golf course! Students learned that golf courses use 

more than carts, clubs and balls. They use and depend 

upon science! Thank you again, Mr. Dain, for giving us 

a new perspective on a very old game! 

The year is moving ahead at a brisk pace and we need 

to remind everyone of the importance of Homework. 

Reading every night is crucial to building vocabulary 

and applying the skills learned in school. Knowing all 

the words on the Fry list can make reading easier also. Math can be made easier by completing the 

weekly worksheets and making sure the Times Tables are memorized. Students will have a much easier 

time on Multiplication and Division problems if they know their multiplication facts. This year, students 

will take the state’s end of the year exam, the FSA. If they do not make the required score they face re-

tention in the Third Grade. Reading every night can help your child earn a higher score on the state ex-

am. If you have questions or concerns, please contact your child’s teacher. 

Thanks for all your help and support! 

Ms. Heath, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Teschner, and Mr. Weaver 



 

Mrs. Weaver, Mrs. Ringvelski, 

Mrs. Norris & Ms. O’Brien 
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From the ESE  

Department 

Fourth Grade  

Fifth Grade  
Happy Spring 5th Graders and Families, 

 Congratulations on a great Science Fair fifth graders! You were such hard working and creative 

scientists and it really showed on all of your fantastic science fair projects! We are very proud of you! 

 Our annual testing schedule for FSA (Florida Standards Assessments) will begin shortly after 

Spring Break this year. Our fifth graders will be tested on math, reading and science. Please make sure 

that your child is at school each day ready to learn, doing their very best and getting an adequate 

amount of sleep. There will be more information coming home regarding these assessments in the 

weeks prior to the testing schedule. 

 Please continue to monitor your child’s progress and help out with anything that they might not 

understand fully. Homework is given each night to reinforce what was taught in school that day and 

helps the students to better comprehend both the concept and what is expected of them. 

 

Thank you for your help and support, 

Mrs. Krueger, Mrs. Lamb, Mrs. Schuld and Mrs. Ringvelski  

We would like to welcome Mr. Bell to the ESE Staff as a 

paraprofessional in Mrs. Ringvelski’s room. Mr. Bell is a wel-

come part of the hard working ESE team at Longstreet. 

 

ESE teachers are busy preparing their students for the upcom-

ing FSA testing. You can help by making sure your child comes 

to school each day and is on time. 

 

Mrs. Weaver’s class is learning and growing with their garden. 

We will have radishes and peppers ready before you know it. 

Assessments: 

March starts the testing season in 4th grade. March 2-13 is the testing window for the Florida Standards 

Assessment in Writing. When we return from Spring Break students will take the ELA and Mathematics 

assessments.   

Field trip: 

Fourth grade will take another field trip in May. This fieldtrip is to Disney’s EPCOT. Permission slips will 

be distributed the first week of March. The cost is $70 per student. If you have any questions please 

contact your child’s teacher. 

Thank you from the 4th grade team 



 

More News  
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Principal Watson, Continued from Page 1 

Our PTA helped serve a delicious meal thanks to Red Lobster and Olive Garden.  We would not be as effective in meeting the 

needs of our students and their families without our fantastic PTA!!  We offer a big thank you to everyone who came out and en-

joyed this evening at R. J. Longstreet. 

 

We are planning two other events,  one on March 12 and  the other on April 16 from 5:30—7:00pm in order to allow our parents 

time to access Pinnacle (student grades) and Parent Portal as well as receive any assistance they might need with learning how 

to use Moby Max, Raz Kids and any other of the web-based programs that students can use at home.  More information will 

come out on those two events. 

 

Finally, here is some interesting information I came across recently that I would like to share with you regarding chores for chil-

dren.   There is research out there that suggests chores can have significant and long-lasting benefits for children. Regular and 

meaningful chores have been linked to increased student academic performance and improved social skills. Some research 

suggests that, for example, sorting socks, loading a dishwasher and setting a table teaches children how to classify objects, a 

much needed ability for success in  reading, math and science. Now, I know that sometimes even saying the word “chore” can 

bring a negative comment from your child, but why not put a positive spin on it by letting your child know how much doing this 

task helps the family and takes care of others. Hopefully, the satisfaction children will take from helping their family will bring 

some lasting positive effects as well as have a strong impact on their academic performance.  If something this simple could 

benefit our homes and our school, do you think it is worth a try?  I would love to hear from families who already have a system 

of chores assigned to their children.  Sometimes it is the simple things that bring the big results.  I look forward to hearing from 

you on this idea.      

Judi Watson 

From the Media Center   

First we want to thank all of the volunteers who make the Book Fair possible. 

Setting up, breaking down, tending store, writing out Wish Lists…it all matters 

and we truly appreciate your time. The money raised from this Book Fair will 

help keep our library stocked with good reads for all our students.  

 

In Media lessons, we have been exploring Caldecott books and Biographies in Kindergarten and Grade 1, work-

ing on Map and Dictionary Skills in Grade 2, and in Grade 3 we are working on using Power Point in Office 365. 

Office 365 is available to all students on the V Portal. Grades 4 & 5 can log on to V Portal and use Edu Typing to 

practice keyboarding skills. If you have not explored V Portal with your student check it out!  

 

Keep Reading! Mrs. Moehring 

What You Need to Know About Seasonal Allergies: From the Clinic 

1. Hay fever and tree pollens can be triggered in the spring, depending on where you live. 

2. Ragweeds release pollens in the summer. 

3. Symptoms may include red, puffy, itchy eyes; running nose; cough; and headache. 

4. Allergy relief may include staying indoors. 

5. Prescriptions and over the counter medications such as steroid nasal spray, antihistamines, decongestants, 

and pain relievers may provide relief.  

6. Remember to avoid irritants. 

7. Allery shots can combat specific allergies that are bothersome.  
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Thank You for  

“Being an  

Involved  

Parent”  

We applaud these par-

ents for earning “points” 

in the areas of student 

attendance, communi-

cation with teachers, 

progress monitoring and 

participation in school 

activities.  

Lianne Beach                               

Lauren Birch                                

Jennifer Blackman                        

Robbie Cohen                               

Patricia Evanson                           

Laurel Esposito                             

Patricia Evanson                           

Cindy Greathouse                         

Paula Grover                                

Ruth Wagoner 

Rajpreet Kaur 

Allison Kennedy 

John Kisker 

Keri Korn 

Gina Lloyd 

Michelle McCarty 

Lorianne Murray 

Joy Nipper 

AnnMarie Opre 

Barbara Privat 

Christina Rajcooar 

Mandy Ryan 

Sharon Schwarz 

Sheila Shellman 

Rebecca Spangler 

Melissa Teschner 

Karmen Van Der-

ven 

Dawn Van Newkirk 

Congratulations to 

Mrs. Sara Smith, who 

was honored at the 

January 2015 Teacher 

of the Year Banquet. 

She is shown here 

with members of the 

where the R.J.  

Longstreet family, 

who came out to show 

their support.  

The Counselor’s Corner 

 Some of our Grade 1 and 2 classes 

have been learning about Stranger Danger.  

They have learned how to stay safe “Yell, Run 

and Tell” (a safe adult)  Some simple rules to 

stay safe are: 

1.  Never go anywhere with someone you 

don’t know or trust. 

2.  Never take anything from a stranger. 

3.  Never talk to strangers even if they know 

your name. 

4.  Always stay with a friend or a group of friends. 

5.  Always follow rules about places you are not allowed to go. 

 Parents, even in our earliest grades, being at school on time is so important.  It 

sets the tone for the entire day and helps your child get off to a great start.  Don’t for-

get, they can eat breakfast at school if they get here early enough.  On time, every 

day! 

 All classes K-5 will hear morning announcements that teach them about 

threats.  A threat is when a person says with their words or bodies that he or she is 

going to hurt himself/herself or someone else.  We do take threats very seriously and 

have a procedure to follow.  Please remind your students to report any concerns to a 

trusted adult on campus.  Threats are not allowed at a safe school like Longstreet. 

 ESOL students will be assessed with CELLA between Feb. 19- April 3.  This 

tests them and shows their progress in the areas of Speaking, Listening, Reading and 

Writing .  Some portions of the test are taken in groups and some parts are taken indi-

vidually. Results will be shared with parents when they come in later this spring. 

 For 5th graders headed to Ormond Beach Middle School, a  New Parent Meet-

ing is planned for Wednesday, April 29, 6 p.m. at OBMS.  — Mrs. Del Greco  



Attention Parents: 

If your child is absent, 

please call the school 

office as soon as 

possible to report the 

absence. 

386-322-6172 

ART 
In Art, all grade levels are now working on their 

designs for the Crime Stoppers Student Poster 

Competition , presented by our Superintendent of 

Volusia County Schools, Sheriff Ben F. Johnson, and R.J. Larizza, 

State Attorney.  We will be submitting three students’ work to rep-

resent R.J. Longstreet.  The Art Department is also waiting to hear 

back from Volusia Students Create, a juried art show for only Volu-

sia County students. 

 News from the SGA  

Funding Factory EcoBuddies Recycling Program 

 

    Wow! We are starting our recycling program and  

fundraiser. We are looking for donations of the following items:  

 Digital Cameras 

 Cell Phones 

 MP3 Players 

 Inkjet and Toner cartridges 

 Headsets 

 GPS Units 

 

Have your child drop off recycling dona-

tions to Mrs. Lamb’s classroom (room 501) or the front office.  

 

Remember to send only items that are not going to be used! 

 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you, Safety Patrol 

I would like to give the Safety Patrols a huge high-five for their dedication in maintaining the safety of 

R.J. Longstreet Elementary. 

They are at their posts each and every day at 7:30am, rain or shine, and show off that responsibility and 

dedication for which they were hired. Whether it is 40 degrees or 80 degrees, they are out there on the log-

gias patrolling our school and doing a great job! 

Thank you to the parents that drop off their children so that they may be here to patrol. Please know that 

you are appreciated and setting a great example for your children about responsibility and the importance 

of making a choice and following through with your commitment. 

To all of my patrols, I am so very proud of all of you and thank you! Great job!!  

Mrs. Krueger, Safety Patrol Advisor 
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Families And Communities Together: FACT Fair 

Sponsored by Volusia County Schools and Title I Parental Involvement 

HOLLY HILL SCHOOL GYMNASIUM 

Thursday, March 5, 2015 

5:30—7 p.m. 

1500 CENTER AVENUE, HOLLY HILL 

 The first 75 families to sign-in at the fair will receive a free bag of groceries or a backpack filled with school 

supplies 

 Dozens of exhibitors from local agencies, services and programs 

 Free Workshops on Foundational Skills for Reading and “Cooking Matter” 

 Free Pizza and Giveaways 

 Student EntertainmentFamily Fun for Everyone  

Music Notes from Mrs. McLaughlin 

 

The Volusia All County Music Festival was held at DeLand High 

School on Friday, February 6, 2015.  R.J. Longstreet was well 

represented by Eniya Rezendes, who participated in the All 

County Chorus.  Congratulations Eniya on a job well done! 

 

Students in grades K-5 have all learned a xylophone, drum, or 

vocal part to the song “Follow the Drinking Gourd.”  Students 

also learned about constellations. Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd 

graders created and named their own constellations using 

glow-in-the-dark stars. 

 

Students are learning about and performing Zydeco and Cajun 

style songs in anticipation of Mardi Gras.  Their efforts 

culminated in the form of an outdoor music celebra-

tion on Fat Tuesday.  Students used instruments pur-

chased with money from one of the FUTURES grants to 

create original accompaniments to accompany select-

ed Zydeco and Cajun songs.  Some students also 

chose to create original dances to add to the celebra-

tion. 

 

Going forward, students will be learning a variety of 

Celtic/Irish style songs including an original piece enti-

tled “LOL (Lots of Leprechauns).”   
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C 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 EARLY RELEASE (1:05 P.M.): March 4, 11 & 18; April 1, 8 

 SGA MONTHLY MEETING (1-2:20 P.M.):  March 11; April TBA 

 CAMP CARDINAL: (8:30-11:30 A.M.): March 7, 14 

 FSA ELA & MATH TESTING, GRADES 3 & 4: April 1—10 

 FSA ELA & MATH/NSSS SCIENCE TESTING/, GRADE  5: April 13-21 

 SAC MEETING (2 p.m.): March 17; April 21 

 FUN RUN (8 A.M.—2:30 P.M.): March 19 

 FFEA SPRING DANCE (WESTERN STYLE) (5:30-7 p.m.): March 19 

 SPRING HOLIDAYS: March 20-27 

 REPORT CARDS: April 1 

 HONOR ROLL PROGRAM (8:15 A.M.): April 17 

 MOVIE NIGHT (5:30 P.M.): April 24 

 FIFTH GRADE ANNUAL CAR WASH  (8:30 a.m.-noon): April 25 

 

Find Community Events & 

Programs Online 

Looking for an after school activity for 

your child? Flyers announcing events 

and programs sponsored by communi-

ty organizations are now available on 

the school district’s website at: 

http://myvolusiaschools.org 

Simply select the “Parents” icon and 

locate tool box on right-hand bottom 

corner, then click flyers. New flyers will 

be posted on the first and third 

Wednesday of each month. Be sure to 

check back frequently for events and 

activities occurring throughout Volusia 

County. 

Don’t have computer access at home? 

A computer is available for your use in 

the media center at RJ Longstreet dur-

ing your school and at every Volusia 

County Public Library.  
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Cardinal Dads Answer the Call  

R.J. Longstreet dads (& grandfathers & uncles) got up early recent-

ly to attend a meeting of Cardinal Dads. Assistant Principal Kitty 

Thompson welcomed them to school and briefed them on all of the 

volunteer  and mentoring opportunities awaiting them at school. If 

you want to be part of Cardinal Dads, contact the school at 386-322-

6172. To our Cardinal Dads, THANK YOU for your support. 

FFEA Sponsoring 

Canned Food Drive  

FFEA is asking all Cardinal’s families to 

“Share the Love” this month. 

Members will be collecting canned and 

non-perishable food. 

Your student may bring canned foods to 

their morning line-up area (court/café). 

FFEA will have Character Day, Mon-

day , March 2, to celebrate Read Across 

America 

Our 6th Annual Dance will be held on 

Thursday, March 19th from 5:30 – 

7PM.   

It’s open to all Longstreet’s students.  

Parents must accompany their student.  

No drop-offs. 

This year’s theme is Country/Western. 

Throw on your boots and cowboy hat 

and come have a good time with us! 

  

Thank you for your continued sup-

port! 

Justina Thomas-Smith 

FFEA Advisor 

R.J. Longstreet Celebrates the 100th Day of 

School 

How many ways can you count to 100? Plenty of ways if you attend 

R.J. Longstreet Elementary where kindergarten, first grade and ESE 

students did everything from select 100 snacks to decorate papers 

with 100 rubber stamps. First graders could be spotted doing 100 

jumping jacks and making a 100-item snack bag in multiples of 

tens. The students had a great time exploring fun ways to mark the 

100th day of school, including figuring out how many activities they 

could do in 100 seconds. 

It was an engaging and fun day for students, teachers and the vol-

unteers who helped. Longstreet sends out a huge thank you to the 

volunteers who made the event special. 



 

 

WE NEED YOUR INPUT! 
           

The SAC Climate Survey  

is now available online.  

Visit:  http://www.advanc-ed.org/survey/public/section/response/begin?surveyConfigId=365143 

  

For your convenience,  

computer stations also are available for use  

in the Library after school on Wednesday March 11th and 18th 

from 1:15 to 2:00pm and March 12th from 5:30 to 7:00pm. 

Surveys must be completed by March 27th. 

 
LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD 

Complete the survey and return this slip to your child’s teacher by March 13th and their class will be put into a drawing 

for an ice cream or pizza party.  

 

I completed the climate survey on __________________________________________ 

  

Child’s Name: ____________________  Teachers Name: _______________________ 
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Plug-In To RJ Longstreet Night 

Parents and students spent a full evening learning 

how to access school technology, and about the 

Close Reading and Response to Literacy curriculum. 

At its conclusion, participants received gift bags from 

business partner Publix and vied for door prizes from 

other business partners. One lucky person won a Kin-

dle Fire. 

Camp Cardinal Combines Learning and Fun 
  

On Saturday mornings in February 

and March, some R.J. Longstreet stu-

dents are at school where they are 

learning through hand-on experienc-

es related to weather/climate, plants 

to human function, rocks (streaks of 

color/properties/minerals) and the 

water cycle. For their participation, 

students are earning Camp Cardinal  

t-shirts and an end-of-camp Papa 

John’s pizza party. 



 

R.J. Longstreet Elementary School 

2745 S. Peninsula Drive 

Daytona Beach, Florida 32118 

386-235-8772 
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Miss Inge’s Class Receives Donor’s 
Choose Matching Grant 
 

Miss Inge’s class at R.J. Longstreet Elementary is so excited 
to share that their Donor’s Choose Project has been fund-
ed! The first grade class was able to raise half of the re-
quired funds for the project, and Donor’s Choose matched 
those earnings.  

 

Students are now using the new resources to enhance their 
education by searching for facts and ideas on the iPads, 
practicing phonics and high frequency words through ex-
cellent apps, and enjoying the new math manipulative sets 
that Florida State Standards mathematics practices. The 
R.J. Longstreet students will benefit greatly from these new 
materials and resources. We cannot wait to see the gains 
they make towards their goals! 

 

VIPS: Volunteers in Public Schools 

 We Love Volunteers at R.J. Longstreet Elementary  

Ms. Palmore, Mrs. Kisker, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Dain and Mrs. S. Smith 

were among the Outstanding Teacher/Volunteer Teams honorees at 

the recent VIPS Recognition Day at University High  School. R.J. Long-

street also was recognized for being a  Five-Star School and a Golden 

School. 

Mary  Ann Holmes was recognized at 

the recent VIPS  Recognition Day for  

her 30 years of volunteering in Volu-

sia County Schools.  She was one of  

only three volunteers with 30 years of 

service. 


