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How exciting to begin a new year! Reflecting on our many accomplishments of 2014 assures 

we can expect even greater success in 2015. We have plenty of learning experiences planned 

for the New Year and look forward to working together – students, parents, teachers, staff 

and volunteers – to ensure all students receive what they need to succeed in every aspect of 

school life at R.J. Longstreet Elementary.  

We have activities planned that we want to share with our families, such as Technology Night 

on Feb. 19, which is designed to demonstrate how we use technology to support educational 

goals and objectives. Be on the lookout for information about Camp Cardinal, which begins 

on Saturday, Feb. 21 and continues the next three Saturdays for students in Grades 2 - 5.                              

         (Continued, Page 6) 

Looking Forward to a Successful New Year for Every Student 

Principal  

Judith Watson 



 

First graders are now moving into the third quarter of the school year. In reading, we 

will be striving to enhance student knowledge of main idea, supporting details, and 

the sequence of a story including characters and setting. In mathematics, we are re-

viewing place value and comparing numbers, and will be moving into adding and subtracting two-digit 

numbers. Please be sure to practice basic facts to ten with your child each night to build mathematic flu-

ency. 

On Jan. 16, first grade will be traveling to the Museum  Arts and Sciences to explore artifacts and to ob-

serve the newly built planetarium. The cost of the field is $14 for students, and free for chaperones. 

Please return field trip forms by Wednesday, Jan. 14. If you have any further questions, please contact 

your child’s teacher.                                                                                       

                  Thank you, First Grade Teachers 

 

First Grade  

Kindergarten  

 

First-graders enjoyed a fun-filled “How  the Grinch Stole Christmas” week tied to English Language Arts, Math, Social Studies 

and Science curriculum. Whoville hair day produced wild and extravagant hairstyles.  

Grade Level News  
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The Kindergarten students have been entertaining family and friends over the winter months.  Our Kin-

dergarten Thanksgiving feast was attended by many of our students’ family and friends.  Right before 

we left on winter break, our students performed many holiday songs for even more family and friends.  

We were so excited to see so much involvement with our students. 

As we begin the third quarter of the school year, we will be continuing with adding and subtracting.  

Our students will become more fluent in adding and subtracting numbers.  We will be sending home 

the last 40 words for the students to learn for the remainder of the school year.   Please practice these 

words with your student daily.  We will continue to work on the students understanding of what they 

read.  When reading with your child, ask questions such as: What were the events in the story?   What 

did the story make you think about? Who was in the story? 

In the coming months, keep an eye out for our Valentine’s information and upcoming field trip permis-

sion slips.             From The Kindergarten Team 
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Second Grade  

 Welcome back everyone!  We hope you had a wonderful and relaxing 
winter break. We are back into our routine in full swing. We welcome back Mrs. Murray to 2nd grade. 
After having her son Maverick, she is back and ready to go for the New Year.  

 First, we would like to thank all volunteers for such a successful Winter Celebration. Our 
children enjoyed hot chocolate while watching The Polar Express and then enjoyed hands-on Winter 
Centers with the help of all of our amazing parent volunteers. R.J. Longstreet appreciates all of our 
parent support and involvement.  

 In reading, we are exploring main idea and details. We also will be diving into our narrative 
writing. We continue to work deeply with more complex text where students have to do close-
reading in order to gain understanding. Phonics assessments occur often and are not a “spelling” 
test. Our reading block is scheduled from 8:00 to 9:35 am. We have whole group instruction and 
small group instruction. It is very important that your child is to school on time every day. Being 
just 10 minutes late will have an impact on the student’s learning. Make sure that your child is read-
ing at least 15 minutes every night as a part of their nightly homework.  

 Our students, in math, will be continuing to practice different strategies to add and subtract 
3 digit numbers. We also will start to learn how to measure and estimate lengths in standard units. 
We will be learning terms such as centimeter, foot, length and inch and applying it. In February, we 
will begin to work with time and money. Students will be given many opportunities to identify, 
count, recognize, and use coins and bills in and out of context.   

 Lastly, we will be diving more into our unit of states of matter. We will learn about volume 
and different forms of energy in our science block. In February, we will be learning about forces and 
changes in motion and begin learning about magnets 

 Please remember to check your child’s folder each night as there may be information con-
cerning upcoming field trips and/or important documents. 

Truly Yours, 

Mrs. McCarty— Mrs. Murray— Mrs. Rajcooar — Mr. Smith— Ms. Willey  

 The Art Department has was very busy during the holiday season .  Congratulations to the fol-

lowing Kindergarten students that have had their art work on display at the Arthaus in Port Orange since 

December 11th and will continue to be on display until Jan. 9: Trent Rowland, Samiya Robinson, Brody 

Stevenson, Zackary Haynes, Giselle Emanuel, Rosalind Rathburn.   

 Also, congratulations to the following 5th Grade students that have their art work on display at 

the Port Orange City Hall lobby in Port Orange: Stella Montrose, Cole Haygood, Emma McConaughey, 

Theo Cruz, Nyla Sippio, Issac Dorfman, and The Daily Grind Restaurant in Port Orange: Bella Teschner, 

Kyle Foehner, Marissa Phillips, Chandler Jackson, Draiga Joyce, Ryan Foehner. The Holiday Art and Craft 

event was a wonderful time for families and faculty members.   

 We are now getting ready for Volusia Students Create, a juried art show only for Volusia County 

K-12 grade art students. 



 

 

practice their multiplication facts, and 

have them to complete all homework. 

Homework is given so that each stu-

dent can practice the skills that are 

being addressed in class.  

the criteria for their social studies pro-

ject. This packet is very important and 

should be referred to when complet-

ing the project. Information on the 

date of the social studies fair is forth-

coming.  

 Please ensure your student is reading 

each night for 20-30 minutes, also, 

have your student to summarize, para-

phrase, and retell through writing 

what they have read. This will help 

them in all content areas. In the area of 

math, please have your son/daughter  

It is hard to believe that the year is 

half way over! 

With that in mind, we would like to 

remind all our students of the impor-

tance of reading nightly. 

Reading allows a student to apply 

skills used in class, they can make 

connections to their own lives while 

learning new facts and hopefully hav-

ing fun! Please have your child read 

for at least twenty minutes a night. 

Studying the Times Tables should be 

another nightly homework activity. 

Many math problems can be simpli-

fied by the knowledge of the basic 

times facts. Even if you just have time 

for a couple of facts a night, it will im-

prove your child’s ability in solving 

word problems. 

We will be exploring nature when we 

travel to Cracker Creek for a field trip 

on Jan.30th. The cost is $16. Chaper-

ones must have a volunteer applica-

tion form completed and cleared by 

the front office. The process can some-

times take a couple of weeks, so 

please fill out your form as early as 

possible. We will leave at 9:15 and 

return at 1:15. Lunch needs to be 

brought from home or ordered from 

the cafeteria. Happy exploring!  

We are always trying to improve and 

improved attendance is an important 

goal! We would like to celebrate the 

following students who had perfect 

attendance in November! 

In Ms. Heath’s room, the wonderful 

winners were: Hali Brown, Desmon 

Dodge, Sonie Singh, Morgan Smith, 

and Nikiel Soto Ramirez . From Mrs. 

Smith’s room, the fantastic finishers 

were: Amiyah Clark, Aerionna Hunter, 

Kirra Stone, Brian Wagoner, and Karol 

Zuniga. In Mrs. Teschner’s class , the 

sensational students were: Isabella 

Bailey, Seth Harrington, Milan 

Horvath, Dylan Remsburg, and Jaylon 

White and in Mr. Weaver’s class, the 

awesome accomplishers were Nicho-

las Duval, Andrey Lyubavin, and 

Shawn Spiker!  

Congratulations to all and keep up the 

amazing attendance records! 

Thank you, parents, for all your hard 

work and support! 

second semester.  

By now, you should know your multi-

plication facts through 12, division, 

multiplication, decimals, fractions, 

order of operations and place value. 

You should have a greater knowledge 

of the scientific process, space and 

our solar system and matter. You 

should be well on your way to being 

grammar gurus as you have been 

practicing your Caught’ya lessons, as 

well as working on nouns, verbs, ad-

Happy New Year!! 

We hope that you have all had a rejuve-

nating break and that you were able to 

spend lots of time with family and 

friends. We welcome you back with 

happy hearts and great expectations. 

January brings us closer to our Florida 

assessments and with that, a lot of hard 

work and studying. The next couple of 

months will be fast paced and loaded 

with both review from our first semes-

ter, and all new information from our 

jectives, punctuation and spelling. 

As you know, the 5th Grade Science 

Fair will be in February and your 

child’s project is due to your teacher 

on Feb. 4. Please contact your child’s 

teacher if you have any questions re-

garding their project. 

We are going to have a fantastic sec-

ond half of our “senior” elementary 

school year! 

Fourth Grade  

Third Grade  

Fifth Grade - Mrs. Lamb, Mrs. Krueger, Mrs. Schuld & Mrs. Ringvelski 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

to everyone!  

This semester you student will en-

counter decimals, measurement and 

geometry in mathematics, Florida 

Faces Conflict and a project in social 

studies, Energy and Motion in sci-

ence, and responding to literature and 

writing using textual evidence in 

reading.   

When students return they will re-

ceive information packets outlining 

    

    

More Grade Level News  
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Thank you for allowing us to  

educate your child. 

The Fourth Grade Team  



 

 

The R.J. Longstreet 4th/5th Grade Cho-

rus “Soundwave”entertained friends 

and family at an evening of song and 

fun on Dec. 11. The group then trav-

eled to the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse on 

Dec. 15 to share some excerpts from 

their successful show as well as some 

traditional carols. We look forward to 

going there again.  Dec.16 was the 

school show for Kindergarten through 

2nd grade. It was a very busy two 

weeks and the performers certainly 

rose to the occasion! 

I will be attending the Florida Music 

Educators Conference in Tampa the 

second week of January where I will be 

presenting a workshop. I am looking 

forward to bringing back exciting mate-

rial and instruments for our students! I 

can tell 2015 will be a very exciting 

year.   - Mrs. McLaughlin 

From the ESE stf 
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Music Notes 

 

From the ESE  

Department 

On November 21st the ESE Department cele-

brated our annual Thanksgiving luncheon. We 

would like to thank the parents who contrib-

uted and attended the luncheon.  

In reading, have your child read 10-15 minutes 

daily. Also, keep student reading this winter 

with Star Walk Kid.  Your kids can read FREE 

eBooks, see details on Page 6 in the Media 

Center report.  

The web site is Winter Popup Library: http://

StarWalkKids.com/Popup .  

In math, have your child to practice addition, subtraction, 

and/or multiplication facts. The ESE annual Christmas party 

was a huge success on Dec. 1. We hope you took time during 

the holiday break to enjoy family and friends. 

http://StarWalkKids.com/Popup
http://StarWalkKids.com/Popup


 

More News  
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Principal Watson, Continued from Page 1 

As we all prepare for a terrific 2015, here are some suggestions for ensuring your child’s success in school: 

Report cards will be sent home January 12. Set a conference with your child’s teacher if you have any con-

cerns with the second nine week marking period. Set some academic goals with your child and help your child 

monitor his or her progress. 

Check on your student’s school progress daily. What did your child learn in school that day? What book is 

your child reading? Is there homework or classwork that needs to be completed at home and returned to 

school? When is the last time you checked Pinnacle for your child’s grades? 

Communicate, communicate, communicate! Students in Grades 3 -5 have planners that parents should 

check nightly. Primary children keep their homework in a folder that should be checked nightly. The teacher-

parent bond is a powerful contributor to students reaching their goals. Call the school whenever you have a 

concern about your child’s progress. 

Always know that the faculty and staff at R.J. Longstreet are available to assist you or answer your ques-

tions. 

Here’s to a dynamic and enriching 2015 as we enter the third quarter and head to the finish line in June.  

Happy New Year and thank you for all that you do for R.J. Longstreet. 

Sincerely, 

Judi Watson 

Spring has sprung here in the Media Center. We have a new crop of great books for you to read and enjoy! We 

have purchased many prize winning books, lots of new chapter books for younger readers, added to our Rick 

Riordan and Avi collection, as well as more dinosaurs and even some new Sherlock Holmes. Along with so 

many nice, new regular books, we have purchased thirty-one new eBooks adding to our current collection of 

just over 100!  

 

If you have not had a chance to use eBooks, follow these simple instructions:  

Go to your student’s V Portal online. Open Destiny. Scroll to R.J. Longstreet in the elementary school column. 

Open the catalog tab. In the search field, specify electronic books in the material type section, then press Key-

word. You will get a full list of all our eBooks! Your student can read them online, and even check them out! 

For more info or a quick lesson, stop by after school! 

 

In order to afford to make purchases beyond the basics, we need to fundraise, and of course we do that 

through Book Fairs. Our next Book Fair is scheduled for March 9-13, 2015. We will have a special event, 

which is TBA. Volunteers, we need you! We are so grateful for the volunteer help we receive during Book 

Fairs; we couldn’t do it without you! Look for more information to come out soon.  

 

Keep Reading!  

Mrs. Moehring 

From the Media Center   
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To our mentors who volunteer their time and talent to work with 

 R.J. Longstreet students: 

Mr. Mullaly Mrs. Salerno Mr. Pate  Mr. Labonte  Mrs. Norris

  

A Letter to the R.J.Longstreet Community from the Guidance Department 

With all the sad news lately, it’s a perfect time to remember all the good that is being done. On behalf of R.J. 

Longstreet Elementary, we offer our deep gratitude to: 

Carol Rose and our friends at Oceans 8, who provided shoes and Christmas gifts for our homeless and needy 

students, 

Cherise Wintz and Operation Changing Lives, who hold an annual Christmas party at Cherise’s salon for our 

students in need, 

Derrick Butler and his organization,”Rock the Cradle,” which also had a Christmas party for children, 

The Rev. Charlie West and his congregation at South Peninsula Community Church for adopting four of our 

families for the holidays, 

The Rev. Bob Kemp-Baird and his congregation at the Drive-In Christian Church for providing weekly bags of 

food to students who would otherwise go hungry on the weekend, 

Pam Woods and her staff at Volusia County Schools for overseeing services for homeless students and helping 

out several families at Christmas, 

Amy Hall and the Volusia County Schools counselors who provided Thanksgiving food via the Basket Brigade 

program, 

Judi Edwards and the 100 Deputies program for holding a very special Christmas party for children in need, 

Bob Mills and our friend at the Wilbur boathouse for providing us with toys and cash for our Needy Kids fund, 

So many individual parents or community members who have adopted families or provided vouchers to thrift 

stores, Laundromats, grocery stores, etc., 

Most of these people have been doing this quietly for a long time. They are unsung heroes, embodying the true 

sense of the season. They give us all the gift of remembering that there is more good in the world than bad.  

 

Thank you, friends, from the R.J. Longstreet Cardinals, 

Lori Del Greco 

Guidance Counselor  



 

Attention Parents: 

If your child is absent, 

please call the school 

office as soon as 

possible to report the 

absence. 

386-322-6172 

Donuts With Dad Was A 

Resounding Success 

Nearly 200 people turned out for Donuts 

with Dad, hosted by the R.J. Longstreet 

PTA. Although the line was long and the 

treats ran scarce, it was a great first step 

in getting the Cardinal Dad program 

jumpstarted. “Whenever we have an 

opportunity to welcome parents, espe-

cially dads, to our school to spend time 

with their children, it’s a special day,” 

said Principal Judith Watson. Five lucky 

dads and one student went home with 

door prizes from JC Penney Portrait Stu-

dio and Winn Dixie. 

Health Tips from Nurse Reed 

1. Get a flu shot 

2. Wash hands often to avoid germs 

3. Steer clear of people coughing and sneezing 

4. Keep your child home if he/she has a temperature 

5. Be sure your child is temperature free for 24 hours before returning 

to school 

6. Be prepared with tissues, cough drops, & decongestants 

7. Get the proper medication 

8. Skip antibiotics— they do not work on viruses 

9. Drink plenty of fluid 

10. Get plenty of rest 

News from the PTA 

The Wonderland Holiday Shoppe was a huge success! There was a whopping $3,879.25 in total sales, which means a 

LOT of kids got to experience the spirit of giving--which is what it was all about. It was such a pleasure to watch the 

students make choices, budget their spending (or not!), and beam with pride over their purchases. PTA earned just 

over $300 as profit. We chose the smallest percent of profit, so the prices would stay low for our "customers." Thank 

you to the very helpful volunteers, patient teachers, and generous donations of extra money for when kids came up 

short!  

 

Upcoming Events: 

January 30: Parents' Night Out (Movie Night)  

February 27: Parents' Night Out (Movie Night) 

 

If you are interested in serving on the PTA Executive Board as recording secretary, corresponding secretary, or 

treasurer please contact ptaemail@clearwire.net to learn more. This is a great way to have a hand in advocating for 

children and to contribute positive and necessary support at our school. All it takes is a caring heart, attendance at 

one board meeting a month, and some organizational skills--no experience is necessary! 

mailto:ptaemail@clearwire.net


Thanks for the Memories  

& 

Happy Retirement, Coach Bazemore! 
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C 

How Can Parents 

Be Actively  

Involved? 

Here are tips from the Par-

ent Involvement Plan.  

A full copy of the plan is in 

the Main Office. Feel free 

to ask for it. 

Attend the Annual Title 

I meeting, Open House 

and other programs at 

our school. 

Attend Parent-Teacher 

Conferences. Meet with 

your child’ teacher and 

communicate on an on-

going basis about your 

child’s progress. 

Join SAC, PTA/PTO, or 

other organizations at 

your school. Take advan-

tage of opportunities to 

volunteer at our school. 

Make suggestions and 

complete surveys to help 

us improve. 

Celebrating 

the  

Holidays, 

R.J.  

Longstreet 

Style! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

STAR TUTORING (2:15-4 P.M.): Jan. 8, 12, 15, 22, 26, 29/Feb. 2, 5, 9, 12, 19, 23, 26 

EARLY RELEASE (1:05 P.M.): Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28/Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25 

REPORT CARDS: Jan. 12 

GOOD NEWS CLUB (2-3:30 P.M.): Jan. 9,16, 23/Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27 

SGA MONTHLY MEETING (1-2:20 P.M.): Jan. 14/Feb. 18 

FIRST GRADE MUSEUM OF ARTS & SCIENCE FIELD STUDY (9:30-1:30): Jan. 16 

HONOR ROLL PROGRAM (8:15 A.M.): Jan. 20 

STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL (2:20-3:30 P.M.): Jan. 20/Feb. 17 

FIFTH GRADE — SCIENCE OF LIGHT (10:45-11:45 A.M.): Jan. 23 

PAPA JOHN’S SPIRIT NIGHT: Feb. 10, 11 & 12 

FIFTH GRADE SCIENCE FAIR (8 A.M. –2:30 P.M.): Feb. 12 

FUN RUN (8 A.M.—2:30 P.M.): Feb. 12 

MIDTERM REPORT CARDS:  Feb. 13 

 



 

 

R.J. Longstreet Elementary School 

 

2745 S. Peninsula Drive 

Daytona Beach, Florida 32118 

386-235-8772 
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“Thanks for Being an Involved Parent!” Program 

 Beginning at R.J. Longstreet!  
 

 

 

Dear R. J. Longstreet Families, 

 

We are initiating a new program for the 2015 school year called “Thanks for Being an Involved Parent!” in order to show 

our appreciation for all that you do to support and ensure the academic success of your child. To participate, we request that 

you take a brief moment to complete the attached form.  There are four areas we consider key to student success: attending 

school daily, communicating with the school, monitoring student progress, and participating in school activities. The at-

tached form allows you to share what you do for your child in each of these areas and also allows us to show you our appre-

ciation for your commitment to your child and our school. 

 

When you complete the form, please send it back to school by your child who will turn it in to the classroom teacher.  We 

would like to recognize all parents who turn in and share their “Thanks for Being an Involved Parent!” form.  Our plan is 

to acknowledge parents who participate using certificates and by placing involved parent names on a special school bulletin 

board.  If you do not wish to have your name mentioned, please let us know. 

 

We, at R. J. Longstreet, know that the support of our families is critical to our overall school success.  Thank you for your con-

tinued school involvement.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Judi Watson 

Principal 



 

Thanks for Being an Involved Parent! 

R. J. Longstreet Elementary School   -   Principal Judi Watson 

School Year 2014 – 2015 

Parent/Guardian Signature:_____________________________________________ 

Child’s Name:________________________  Teacher’s Name: _________________ 
Note to Parent:  This report has been designed to show that we appreciate your involvement in the following ways: 

 

 

Please check ( ) your parent involvement during the nine weeks and turn the completed form in to 

your child’s teacher when you have reached 12 – 16 points.  One check equals one point.   

Congratulations on your level of involvement.  You are appreciated! 

Report Period – Maximum of 16 points.  Only one point may be earned per ac-

tivity. 

2nd Nine 

Weeks 

  

Student Attendance (A maximum of 2 points may be earned in this category.) 

0 to 1 unexcused absences per nine weeks (1 pt.) 

0 to 1 unexcused tardies per nine weeks (1 pt.) 

  

  

Communication with Teachers (A maximum of 5 points may be earned in this 

category.) 

Attend a Parent/Teacher Conference (1 pt.) 

Sign and return Midterm Progress Report (1 pt.) 

Sign School Planner or Daily Note (1 pt.) 

Email Correspondence with Teacher or School (1 pt.) 

Sign and Return the Title I Compact (1 pt.) 

  

  

Monitors Progress (A maximum of 3 points may be earned in this category.) 

Student Homework (1 pt.) 

Parent Portal (1 pt.) 

Pinnacle (1 pt.)  

  

  

Participation in School Activities (A maximum of 6 points may be earned in 

this category.) 

Chaperone a field trip (1 pt.) 

Join/attend a PTA meeting (1 pt.) 

Attend a family night activity (1 pt.) 

Join/attend a School Advisory Council Meeting (1 pt.) 

Volunteer at school (1 pt.) 

Eat breakfast or lunch with your child (1 pt.) 

Read school newsletter (1 pt.) 

Attended Open House (1 pt.) 

Read nightly with child (1 pt.) 

Attended Meet the Teacher (1 pt.) 

  


