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Dear Cardinal Families, 

Thank you for all of your support for our school and students. We have a 
busy few months ahead and parent involvement evenings planned.  We hope 
you will join us. 

 The FCAT Writing Assessment is scheduled for February 25th and 26th. Our 4th graders have 
been practicing every day to improve and refine their writing skills. Elaboration and adding 
details are keys to successful writing; however, students are also working to “hook” the 
readers of their writing. They are using similes and metaphors to help paint a picture for the 
reader.  Also, by adding dialogue to their narrative writing, it helps the reader connect with the 
story.  As you read your child’s writing, I’m sure you have noticed the improvements over the 
year. Be sure to recognize and praise them on their accomplishments. Your encouragement 
will go a long way to your child’s success. Remember, you are your child’s first and most 
influential teacher. 

Mark your calendar for February events. Join us on February 27th for Science Exploration 
Night.  The Museum of Arts and Sciences are bringing Science investigation stations for you 
and your child to explore. This is open to all grade levels and promises to be a wonderful night 
of discovery. 

Camp Cardinal is coming! What is Camp Cardinal? We will be offering a Saturday morning 
camp where students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th can explore the world of Science, Math, and Language 
Arts through various learning stations on a Saturday morning. Through these interactive 
learning stations, students will increase their knowledge and strengthen their skills before 
FCAT in April. Dates and times will soon be announced. Keep your eyes open for more 
upcoming information on our Saturday Science Camp. 

Have a wonderful and heartfelt February, 

Ms. Stratton 
“Life, love, and laughter what priceless gifts to give our children”  
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Third Grade News 

• Multiplication Facts are the basis for 
success in many Fourth Grade 
subject areas. Please study with your 
child nightly. Students should be able 
to answer a fact in less than three 
seconds. 

• Reading Counts is a computer program 
that rewards students for reading. 
Students usually bring home reading 
counts books. Remember to read 
nightly! 

• Reading- fourth interim reading test. 

• Math- looks at the world of fractions. 

• Social Studies- comparing countries in 
North America and the Caribbean. 

• Science- investigating matter. 

• Writing- opinion writing. 

• FCAT testing will begin the third week 
of April. The State of Florida has a 
mandatory retention law if a student 
scores a level 1 on the reading 
portion of the FCAT. Please see your 
child’s teacher if you have any 
questions or concerns. 

!
Kindergarten Update !

• Valentine’s Day is close upon us. Be 
looking for letters going home 
about class valentines and 
valentine boxes.  

• Ronald McDonald will be visiting 
our school on February 13th to 
talk to the students about anti-
bullying.  

• Math: finishing up our unit on 
addition and beginning our unit 
on subtraction using the numbers 
to 10. 

• Science: learning about night and 
day. 

• Social Studies: learning how to be 
good citizens and basic mapping 
skills. 

• Reading/Writing: working on letters, 
sounds, and blending words to 
write and read.  

Monday, February 17th, 2014 
NO SCHOOL and here is why: 

Why do we celebrate Presidents' Day? 
President's Day is a federal holiday in the 

United States, celebrated on the third Monday 
in February. Originally called Washington's 
Birthday, it was a day set aside in 1885 by 

President Chester Arthur as a day to honor the 
"Father of our country." 
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ART 

The Art Club had their January meeting exploring the Culinary 
Arts.  Each student created their own Snowman out of ice cream, 
cookies, coconut, and candy.  We were very lucky that Mrs. 
Stratton found time to be our guest speaker and talk to our group 
about the Culinary Arts and Seabreeze High School’s Culinary Arts 
Program. Congratulations to the following Kindergarten students, 

(Skylar Stone, Olivia Krallinger, Nevaeh Dellinger, Priscilla Kendrick, Jo’Nika  Edwards, Morgan 
Murray) who had their art work on exhibit at the Arthaus from December 12, 2013-January 17th, 2014. 
Their art is now going to be on exhibit at the Daytona Beach Playhouse. The 5th Graders are creating 
their own 3D wire sculptures, 4th Graders are finishing their Leather Indian Medallion Necklaces, and 
3rd Grade we have been integrating math /art by creating pies/pizzas for fractions. In 2nd Grade the 
students are creating Dancing Houses inspired by the Brooklyn born artist, James Rizzi, who is part 
cartoonist and part Picasso.  1st Grade students have been busy creating an animal painting and 
Kindergarten students are working on their 3D cardboard animals.  We are all getting ready for ”Volusia 
Students Creates,” a juried  Art Show for Art students in Volusia County Schools.  

Hello 4th Grade Parents, 

Our 4th graders are swiftly moving into testing season! FCAT Writing is the first state assessment students 
take on Tuesday, February 25, 2014. As we progress, we would like you to continue encouraging your son/
daughter to complete their weekly essay. Students have been taught the target skills needed to complete a 
well drafted piece of writing. Those target skills include: Hooks, Transitions, Action Sentences, Million 
Dollar Sentences, Similes and Metaphors, Onomatopoeia, Dialogue, and Show Don’t Tell. These items, 
when included in each paragraph, will ensure your child has drafted a well written essay. A copy of the 
scoring rubric is included and examples (anchor papers) can be found at http://fcat.fldoe.org/writing-
prompts.asp. If you are unable to access this scoring rubric online, please contact the main office to have one 
sent home with your child. Again, please encourage your son/daughter to do his/her personal best!  

!
DO NOT FORGET: 

FCAT WRITING IS LATER THIS MONTH-  

GET SOME REST AND DO YOUR BEST!



!
Would you like to help out our school or chaperone a field trip? If the answer is yes, than Florida 

Law requires you to have an approved volunteer form on file with Volusia County Schools.  Forms 
can be picked up in the front office or from your child’s teacher.  Please don’t hesitate as it can 

take up to six weeks from the time your return you application until you are approved.

!
*K students have finished or are finishing their “Safer, Smarter 
Kids” program and are starting a new unit learning all about 
feelings. 

*We are so excited to welcome Miss Sue and Remi, a certified 
therapy dog, who is part of the Reading Paws program.  They 
will be visiting Gr. 2 classes weekly to have children read to 
Remi. 

*On Feb. 13 we will have a special Reading and anti bullying 
program presented by McDonalds for Gr. K-2 . 

*Groups are up and running K-5.  Most of the topics have to do with respecting each other in our 
words and actions and how to avoid put-downs. 

*Gr. 3 classes are having lessons on standardized test taking skills, which include learning to relax 
and try our best, remembering to use our techniques, and the power of positive thinking. 

*Gr. 4 and 5 students applied for and were approved by their teachers to be trained as peer 
mediators.  Gr. 4 students will serve next year and Gr. 5 students will serve to help solve minor 
conflicts at the end of training.  Congratulations to  the following Peer Mediators: 

Gr. 4 

Brooke Lloyd, Abby Couillard, Jeanine Flodin, Yasmine Shanks, Kaelly Quesada, Emma 
McConaughley, Vesa Metani, Isabella Teschner 

Gr. 5 

Ben Harris, Cameron Tefft, Lanora Williams, Lucy Adams, Celah Teschner, Izyah Simms, Kai 
Henson, Zen Potter, Ryan Lake-Wright 
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1.TISSUES

IT IS STILL COLD 
AND FLU SEASON: 

Just	  a	  friendly	  reminder	  it	  is	  s0ll	  Flu	  
Season	  for	  another	  2	  months.	  	  I	  have	  
sent	  home	  several	  students	  with	  Flu	  like	  
symptoms.	  Take	  extra	  precau0ons	  by	  
frequent	  hand	  washing	  and	  disinfec0ng	  
all	  areas	  in	  your	  work	  place.	  Encourage	  
students	  to	  eat	  healthy	  and	  dress	  
appropriately.	  	  And	  most	  important…if	  
your	  are	  ill,	  please	  stay	  home.	  Any	  staff	  
members	  or	  student	  with	  a	  temperature	  
may	  not	  return	  to	  school	  un0l	  they	  are	  
temperature	  free	  for	  24	  hours.	  
If	  I	  can	  assist	  you	  with	  anything,	  please	  
feel	  free	  to	  contact	  me.

DONNA REED 
SCHOOL NURSE 
LONGSTREET ELEMENTARY !
(386) 322-6172  
EXT: 33898
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February is  

Children’s Dental Month! 

• Brushing and flossing twice daily and be 
sure to use a fluoride toothpaste. !

• Regular dental visits and cleanings. !
• Be sure to eat a healthy diet. This will 

help to protect your teeth from the inside 
out, keeps you from having bad breath, 
and saves you money on fillings. !

• Children should see a dentist BEFORE 
their first birthday? Also, it is 
recommended that scheduled checkups 
be made every six months through their 
childhood.  !

• Cavities are caused by germs and 
bacteria left on the teeth and gums so 
brush regularly. !

• Discoloration can be caused by too much 
sugar, antibiotics, or many tipes of 
medications.  !

• Know your family history! If a parent or 
grandparent is prone to gum disease or 
tooth decay your child can have a higher 
risk of having it as well.  
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MUSIC NOTES 
Mrs. McLaughlin, Music Teacher !
Kindergarten continues to explore pitch using movement, instruments, and 
singing.  Banjo Sam is a clear favorite!  First and Second Grade students have 
been learning how to introduce sound effects and music into a story to create 
musicals.  Using my collection of puppets and a variety of instruments, they 

have performed several wonderful creations in class.  In preparation for playing the recorders, 3rd 
grade students participated in experiments studying the properties of air and discussing the 
relationship to sound.  They are now using the recorders and have learned the first 3 notes they need 
to play all their new songs.  4th and 5th grade students have been taking their music studies to the 
next level by incorporating drums, xylophones, and singing to create entire ensembles.  They will 
be practicing their composition skills over the next few weeks through the writing of motivational 
lyrics about FCAT.   

!

Let’s see what the Spring has in store for the Media Center…oh yes, BOOK FAIR! Our 
second Scholastic Book Fair will be held March 7-14. The theme for this one is Reading Fiesta. 
Volunteers, we need you! Please sign up for time in the Media Center with Mrs. McPadden, or get 
with our Book Fair Volunteer Chair, Mrs. Perna. We are so grateful for the volunteer help we receive 
during Book Fair; you know we couldn’t do it without you! It’s fun and easy to do, AND you earn a 
Book Buck for every hour you serve, good towards the title(s) of your choice from the Fair. Stock up 
for Spring Break reading and join us for a fun Fiesta!  

Meantime, ask your primary students to identify characters, setting, parts of a book, and the 
difference between fiction and non-fiction. Ask your older students what the catalog is, what the four 
cardinal directions are, what a biography is, and what guide words do in a dictionary or 
encyclopedia. If they can’t tell you, send them back down to Media!   

We are really stepping into 21st century learning with the purchase of our first eBooks! These 
are all non-fiction titles that are multi access, so many people can use them at once. They don’t get 
lost or wet and they can never be overdue! If you are interested in fundraising for future eBook 
purchases, please speak to me or Mrs. Leah Hutchinson in PTA. It’s exciting stuff and we can’t wait 
to add more eBooks to our collection! See you at the Book Fair! !
Keep Reading! 
Mrs. Moehring & Mrs. McPadden 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Thank you, parents and families, for remembering to 
send your students to school with jackets for our chilly 
days. Students enjoy outside activities if they are dressed 
for warmth. It is better to allow them to wear layers, such 
as a shirt, sweater plus a jacket, rather than one heavy 
jacket. 

Students will be focusing on fitness in Physical 
Education classes in early 2014. Students will be tested 
in 5 core fitness areas: heart-lung fitness (endurance), 
flexibility, explosive strength, abdominal strength and 
upper body strength. Many area YMCA’s and recreation 
departments are beginning after-school teams. Why not 
look into signing your child up for some fun and 
exercise? 

Students will continue on their path to wellness by 
participating in our “Run for Love” Fun Run to be held 
Thursday, February 13th. We encourage students to 
accumulate laps to add to their Run Club cards all 
throughout the year. Many students will earn bronze, 
silver or gold medals in May for their efforts in Run 
Club. 

Thank you, parents, for being such a great example to 
your children! Show them how you eat healthy and 
exercise every day- Let’s make it a great year! 
- Coach Bazemore 

 
Remaining Fun Run dates this year: 

February 13   March 17   May 1 !

ESE Newsletter information 
– February 

Primary: Mrs. Weaver’s class 
enjoyed harvesting radishes 
and tomatoes with Mr. Jim this 
month and they are looking 
forward to planting potatoes! 
We are also sad to see Mrs. 
Adams leave. Best wishes in 
future endeavors and we will 
see her at PTA Events! 

Intermediate: Mrs. 
Ringvelski’s class is working 
on art work for the upcoming 
Visual Arts Showcase, in May. 
More details will be 
announced as the date draws 
near.  Also, standardized 
assessments are coming up 
soon. Florida Alternate 
Assessment window opens on 
February 24th. FCAT Writing 
Assessment is February 25th. 
Please remember to get 
enough rest and be present for 
these assessment dates. 

Both the primary and 
intermediate classes are 
participating in Volusia Special 
Arts on May 2nd. More details 
to be announced! 

Be sure to read the PTA  section for a 
special PE / PTA  Contest!!

!



Show your school you care
with a bouquet of Box Tops.

Thank you for helping!  Every Box Top 
you collect is worth 10¢ for your school.

Name
Grade
Teacher’s Name

1

3
42

7

9

6

8

5

10

BoxTops Valentine's Contest: Enter to win a FREE smoothie by collecting 
BoxTops and sending them to school on the sheet included in this newsletter. Be 
sure to fill out your name, grade, and teacher. A random winner will be chosen 
and announced on February 28th. The winner will receive a FREE smoothie in 
March! (Please keep sending in your BoxTops. Each one earns 10 cents for our 
special area departments!)
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Cherise’s Salon

Bruno’s Pizza

Academy of Martial Arts

Sun Dollar Boutique

Daytona Board Store

We Are 1 Chiropractic

Total Transformations

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESS PARTNERS:
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