Osceola Smoke Signals

OSCEOLA

ELEMENTARY

100 Osceola Avenue
Ormond Beach, FL 32176

I’m not here to be average,
I’m here to be AWESOME!

386-258-4669
Mrs. Bruner
Principal
Mrs. Cleveland
Assistant Principal
________________________________

SCHOOL TIMES
7:40 First Bell
7:50 School Starts
2:30 Dismissal
1:30 Early Dismissal
___________________________

TARDY PROCEDURE

November 2019
SUN MON TUE WED THU

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

If your child arrives after the tardy
bell has rung at 7:50, please have
them go straight to the
office to get a late pass

Mission Statement
Where students, staff, teachers,
parents, and the community work
together to make Osceola
AWESOME!

Nov 11
Nov 15
Nov 21
Nov 25
Dec 2
Dec 4-10

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

FRI
1
8
15
22
29

SAT
2
9
16
23
30

December 2019
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI
1
2
3
4
5
6
8
9
10
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
19 20
22 23 24 25 26 27
29 30
31

Veterans Day School Closed
5th Grade field trip to Embry Riddle
Math Night
Start of Thanksgiving holiday break
No school
School Resumes
Holiday Shoppe @School

Dec 11
Dec 12
Dec 19
Dec 20
Jan 6

SAT
7
14
21
28

House Gathering
Art and Music Showcase 6:00-7:30 pm
Teacher duty day/No school for students
Winter Holiday Begins
Classes Resume

All Wednesday’s in Novemeber and
December are Early release @1:30!

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Awesome Osceola Families,
It is hard to believe we are quickly approaching the Holiday
Break in December. I want to express my sincere appreciation
to all our families for supporting your child and his/her teacher.
Your involvement is so important, and a big key to your child’s academic
and behavioral growth.
We are a PBIS, Positive Behavior Intervention and Support School, and
this means we work diligently to recognize students’ positive behavior
choices and academic progress daily. Our students can earn a Positive
Referral that includes a small treat and a positive phone call home to the
student’s parent or guardian by Mrs. Cleveland, our Assistant Principal, or
me.
Our school staff and teachers are here to help, and our teachers will be
scheduling parent conferences to review your child’s report card before
and after the Holiday Break. Communication is critical in helping each
student achieve their academic and behavioral goals between Awesome
Osceola staff and families. We also know being on time and in
attendance everyday positively impacts a student’s ability to make steady
progress.
A new incentive for our students and families to attend school everyday is
a Parent’s Night Out for all students who earned 95% or higher. Our
Parent’s Night Out is scheduled for Friday, Nov. 1 from 5pm to 7pm. We
will show a movie, have a light dinner, and fun activities. If your student
earned 95% or higher, you will get an invitation/flyer home asap.
Please use our Twitter and Facebook accounts to learn more about and
stay current with fun and exciting events at OES. We are here for you
including our Office Staff and Administration, and we encourage you to
contact us with your questions, concerns and inputs. Please call us at
386-258-4669.

Sincerely,
Lynn Bruner

MESSAGE FROM YOUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Hello Awesome Osceola Families,
CELLULAR/ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Volusia County recognizes the right of all students to possess a
cell phone or tablet while on a school campus or while riding
district student transportation. However, in order to prevent the
disruption of school and instructional activities, Volusia County Schools restricts
the use of cell phones and electronic devices by students, as follows:
• Student at elementary schools may possess a cell phone or tablet while on a
school campus or while riding district student transportation, but at all times, are
required to keep the cell phone or tablet out of view (e.g., in the backpack, purse,
pocket, etc.) and are not permitted to use their device in any manner without the
express permission of an administrator, teacher, or bus operator. All devices are
to be turned off.
• If a parent has a need to communicate with his or her child during the school
day, the parent should contact the main office. The school will see to it that
messages from parents/guardians are communicated to the student. Students
are not permitted to contact anyone using their cell phones during school hours.

VCS Safety and Security Policy 209
Each school is to have two (2) pre-identified sites for off-campus evacuation
purposes. The sites for evacuation are Primary Evacuation site – First United
Methodist Church of Ormond Beach and Secondary Location is Seabreeze High
School. These sites are in close proximity and capable of meeting the physical
needs of our medically fragile and regular students. When it is determined that
evacuation from the school is warranted, the principal/designee will then contact
transportation and request buses to evacuate the students and supervising
health personnel to the evacuation site(s). The district will provide transportation
as soon as drivers can be dispatched. The school has a written agreement with
the evacuation sites to provide temporary shelter for both medically fragile and
regular students in the unlikely event a complete evacuation becomes
necessary. When students are relocated to an off-campus evacuation site(s), the
principal/designee will contact the parents/guardians and inform them of the
students’ location. Release procedures shall be conducted in accordance with
Volusia County School policy.

Thank you,
Melissa Cleveland

Keeping Up with Kindergarten
We are learning so much in Kindergarten! This is the second grading period. Parents
please remember to have your child at school by 7:30 a.m. if they are eating breakfast. It is so
important to be on time to school. If a child is even a few minutes late they are missing phonics
lessons.
We will be very busy for the months of November and December. Here are some of the
things we will be learning about:
Math: Classifying and counting data and then understanding addition. This concept will go on
for weeks.

Language Arts: Reading for understanding, looking for key details, phoneme isolation, syllables,
words in a sentence, rhyming, syllable blending, learning the sight words for the month of
November and December, and writing sight words in a simple sentence.
Science: The day sky and the night sky, and matter.
costumes in our class to celebrate the occasion. In December Santa will come and have cookies
and milk with all K students
Social Studies: Seasonal weather changes, timelines, compare the past with today, celebrate
holidays and the importance of federal holidays.
We hope our K parents are enjoying our weekly newsletter. This keeps you up to date
about what we are learning and events going on in our classroom and school. Coming up in
November K will have a dessert sharing day. We will make costumes in our class to celebrate the
occasion. In December Santa will come and have cookies and milk with all K students!

FUN IN 1ST GRADE…
Thank you for all you do to support us. Together we can ensure that your
child will be a successful learner in First Grade. Please remember to
complete homework nightly and get to school on time.
In First Grade, we have been comparing things from the past to things
that we do presently. In Math, we are working on adding and
subtracting numbers to 20. In Science, we are exploring matter in the
world around us. In Reading, we continue to share the main topic and
supporting details of a story.

Awesome Second grade!
Second grade is GROWING this school year! Growing Gardens, that is!
Second graders recently started a Gardens and Nutrition program. Master
gardeners and nutrition experts from the University of Florida Extension Office will
be visiting throughout the year to conduct hands on gardening and nutrition
lessons. Check out the gardens behind our building next time you are visiting
campus and stay tuned to see the fun learning activities the students will be
participating in!
We are still encouraging second graders to develop a little more independence
at school in their academics, social interactions and daily tasks. Parents we
appreciate you helping us at home! With the holidays approaching we
understand that life gets busy. We encourage you to keep a school routine with
your child by helping your child get to school on time and
do their homework each and every day. Making sure your child brings their
backpack, folder and lunch box each day is also a very helpful routine.
Please remember to take special note of anything in the “Attention Please” side
of your child's folder each night. We are always in need of tissues, hand sanitizer,
bleach wipes and earbuds. If you have any questions, comments or concerns
please contact us via Remind or by placing a note in the Attention Please side of
your child's folder!

TERRIFIC THIRD GRADE
Third Grade is in full swing. We are so happy with your children and all
the hard work they put forth each and every day. Here are a few things
they will be learning this second nine weeks. In reading, we will be reading
some exciting stories. From true stories about animals and people, to
space, nature and our past. In math, we will continue learning different
strategies for multiplication, division, and will add addition and
subtraction. We will also be representing and interpreting data. In science,
we will learn about matter and energy. We hope to do
some fun experiments in this unit! Also, we can't forget about
Social Studies. Here, we will learn about Economics and
Geography. We also have several holidays coming up that
we will all be looking forward too. As always, if you have any
questions, please feel free to contact us.
Third Grade Team

FANTASTIC 4TH GRADE
Wow!! We cannot believe that the first-nine-week period has flown by. We are continuing to
move through our school year with the eagerness to learn and grow. 4th grade is a fun-filled
year that is jam-packed with a ton of standards. Please review below what we will be
covering in the second nine-week period.
Reading- Theme, Main Idea/Details, Text Features, Text Structures, Plot Development,
Poems/Dramas/Prose, Point of View, First-hand/Second-hand Accounts, Vocabulary using
context clues, and Paired Texts, Informational texts
Writing- Opinion and Informational writing. Students should be able to construct a
well-organized 5-paragraph essay by February.
Osceola Writes lessons with Mrs. Greene have begun and will continue through March to
help build effective writers.
Social Studies- Maps, Florida’s physical features, Florida Native American Tribes and
Florida explorers including St. Augustine.
Math- We will continue working on Multiplication strategies and work with division strategies
for larger numbers. We will also go into using correct operations to solve multi-step
problems, Factors/multiples/prime/composite numbers and equivalent fractions.
*** Are you frustrated with trying to understand the math strategies being taught in fourth
grade? Getting mad at your child for doing math “the incorrect way?” Please come to our
4th grade Math Night on November 7th 5:00pm-6:00pm. The teachers will show you what
we teach your children in class and the concepts behind the standard of learning. We hope
to see you there.
Science- The three basic types of rocks and properties of minerals, Weathering/Erosion,
Forms of Energy.
Thank you to those of you that have already signed up to our Class Dojo accounts! We love
being able to communicate with you instantly. If you have not done so yet, please consider
signing up! It’s a FREE app that can be downloaded on your phone and allows
parent-teacher communication instantly!
We look forward to working with you and your child this year!

Fabulous 5th Grade

We are STILL offering FREE tutoring on Tuesday and
Thursday.
Please sign up with your teacher.
If you want to be included in the 5th-grade message,
please see your child's teacher for the code for the
GroupMe app.

We look forward to practicing etiquette in the upcoming months. We
will practice how to set a table, how to serve, how to be a host and proper
food etiquette for the table.
ELA- Use learningfarm.com to practice 5th grade on grade
standards. Make sure to continue to encourage nightly homework and
daily reading. Be sure to check out your child's weekly 5th-grade
Newsletter to each week's standard focus! The newsletter goes home with
your child every MONDAY!
Social Studies: We are currently looking at explorers and will continue
looking at the beginning of the United States. Check the Weekly Newsletter
for up to date information.
Math: We will move into fractions in the next couple of months. We
will learn how to add, subtract, multiply, and divided fractions. Tune into
our weekly newsletter for up to date Learningfarm suggestions on our
current standard.
Science: We are looking at
weather and climate. We will
then move into the properties of
matter. Be sure to check your
child's weekly 5th-grade
newsletter for the most specific
standard we are covering.

Music
Happy Holidays from the Music Department! Wow, it’s hard to believe
another holidays season is upon us—can we possibly be halfway through
the school year already? So much left to do!
Ask Me….
Kinder-how to move creatively to music.
1st-how to write my own song using body percussion.
2nd-about bar lines and where they go in music.
3rd-the difference in 2 and 3 beat music.

4th-the notes on the treble clef.
5th-about the Orchestra field trip.
Attention active and former musicians! Do you have an old instrument collecting dust in your attic or do you
still happen to play/sing? I would happily take that old instrument off your hands or welcome you into the Music room
for a mini-performance! Please feel free to contact me at stjohns@volusia.k12.fl.us if you would like to donate or
perhaps perform!
Make sure to mark those calendars for the Annual Art and Music Showcase Night on December 12th at
6:00pm. Osceola Thunder will be performing from 6:00-6:45 in the cafeteria and the Artome Art show will be in the
Media center from 6:00-7:30.
In Music,

Mrs. Johns
stjohns@volusia.k12.fl.us

386-676-1230 x51639

Physical Education
Hello Osceola families,
P.E. is gearing up to begin our first round of physical
fitness testing. We perform fitness tests twice a year (in the fall
when weather begins to cool down and in the spring before it gets hot again). The tests are
based on Presidential Fitness and
FitnessGram guidelines. Students perform fitness exercises like sit-ups, pull-ups,
50-yard dash, shuttle run, mile run, pacer test, standing long jump, and sit & reach. The
scores of the students are recorded and used to see if any gains are made between testing.
Scores are also used to determine eligibility of fourth and fifth grade students for the
Fitness Festival in March. Details on the festival to come.
As always, please make sure students are wearing proper athletic attire on their P.E.
days (check the weather, wear proper running shoes). Students are permitted to bring a water
bottle to P.E. class as well.

Building Powerful Habits for Children!
Keystone habits can kick off a chain reaction, influencing
several areas of your life at once. These reactions will
have positive impacts.
Building a keystone habit with your children takes just 10-15
minutes a day, and anyone can do this.
All you have to do is: READ to your child. Even if they already know
how to read to themselves.

Research shows that reading aloud is the most
powerful habit that will raise smart, kind kids.
Your child will hear a wider variety of words
You put them on a path of a lifelong reader
You build a bond with your child

FREE BOOKS!!
What? That is right! Do you need or want free books to help build a
positive impact with your children? Ask your child about Great
Book Giveaway. Everyday on our school news WONN News ,use
this QR below to become a subscriber, we have opportunities for
children to receive donated books from the Media Center for
FREE. Students can take these books home. Parents if you are
interested in coming by our Media Center to get a few of these as
well, please contact Mrs. Lastinger
WONN News
Subscribe now!
@jjlastin@volusia.k12.fl.us.

Happy Reading!

Dress Down Fridays: Please remember on Fridays students may
choose bottoms, dress or t-shirt of their choice.

Show Your School Spirit

Purchase an
Osceola Magnet
for only

$4.00
$2.00

Total Magnets: ___________
Total Cost: _______________
Paid: ____ Cash* ____ Check**
*Please send in correct amount
**Please make check payable to Osceola
Elementary School
Profit made from this fundraiser will be used
at Principal’s discretion.

-----------------------------Name _________________________ Date: ________________
# of magnets ordered: _____ Paid: _____ (check/cash)
Where students, teachers, parents and the community work together to make Osceola AWESOME!

Osceola Elementary
2019-2020
Parent Involvement Plan
Osceola Elementary SIP Goal
At Osceola, we work together to create a positive culture that ensures all students will achieve!

Parent Contact
Osceola Elementary Parent Contact is Mrs.
Melissa Cleveland. She can provide you with
information on Title 1. You can reach Mrs.
Cleveland at (386) 258-4669 or through email at
mgclevel@volusia.k12.fl.us

Great Family Events and Activities
Planned for this school year include:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Meet the Teacher – August 9th
Open House – September 12th
Bingo for Books – October 24th
PubliX Math Night – April 2020
Family Math Night – November 21st
Family Science Night –
Dr. Seuss Family Literacy Night – March
2020
➢ Title 1 Parent Meeting – September 12th &
October 7th

Flexible Parent Meeting
Osceola Elementary will offer parent involvement
events that are convenient for parents. Therefore, we
will offer events during the evenings, afternoons, and
during school hours. The events will include vital
information to help your child be successful.

Communication
Information about Title 1 program is provided through
newsletters and an informational powerpoint was
shown during Open House on September 12th at 6:00
pm. The Title 1 booklet is sent home with each
student. Curriculum and testing information is shared
by teachers during parent/teacher conferences and
through newsletters. Parent input is welcome!

Osceola Elementary Mission Statement
Where students, staff, teachers, parents and the
community work together to make Osceola
Awesome!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS TO
OSCEOLA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL!
Thank you to our Osceola Elementary Sponsors!
Gold:
Academy of Martial Arts
Flight Gymnastics
Stan Lee’s United Martial Arts
Bronze:

SPONSORS NEEDED!
Please consider becoming an Osceola Elementary Sponsor. We are
looking for all types of partners to advertise and support the initiatives for
our school. All money will go towards a principal’s discretion fund to
support school initiatives, teacher and student recognition, and field trips.
Please contact Mrs. McKernan in the front office at 258-4669 if you have
any questions.
All levels are greatly appreciated!

SPONSORS NEEDED!
Please consider becoming an Osceola Elementary Sponsor. We are looking for all types of
partners to advertise and support the initiatives for our school. All money will go towards a
principal’s discretion fund to support school initiatives, teacher and student recognition, and field
trips. Please contact Mrs. Mckernan in the front office at 258-4669 if you have any questions.
Fundraising Levels of Support:
Diamond: $1,000.00
• Sponsor has one event named after them for the school year [e.g. (Sponsor)’s Open
House]
• Full page ad in 2019-2020 yearbook
• Display booth at any parent event, as requested
• Sponsored page in newsletter
• Link on school webpage
• Provided/Approved flyers sent home quarterly with students
• Banner* at parent loop
Gold: $750.00
• Sponsored page in newsletter
• Half page ad in 2019-2020 yearbook
• Display booth at any parent event, as requested
• Link on school webpage
• Provided/Approved flyers sent home quarterly with students
• Banner* at parent loop
Silver: $600.00
• Sponsored page in newsletter
• Quarter page ad in 2019-2020 yearbook
• Display booth at any parent event, as requested
• Provided/Approved flyers sent home quarterly with students
• Banner* at parent loop
Bronze: $400.00
• Display booth at one parent event, as requested
• Eighth page ad in 2019-2020 yearbook
• Provided/Approved flyers sent home quarterly with students
• Banner* at parent loop
*Banners will be on display for the remainder of the school year, with a yearly renewal of
$300.00. Banners are to be 4’x6’, provided by each sponsor and approved by administration
prior to being posted.
Please circle sponsorship level and return this form with a check made payable to Osceola
Elementary with “principal discretion” in the memo line. You can return in person or mail to:
Osceola Elementary 100 Osceola Ave Ormond Beach, FL 32176
Name of Business/ Person Receiving Tax Credit ______________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________
Phone ____________________________

Email ______________________________

Contact Person _______________________________

Osceola Parents and Families…
Parent Involvement Matters! Awesome Osceola families, we hope you join PTA! So
You are invited to join our
many great things happening this year! Pay online by

using MemberHub at
https://awesomeosceola.memberhub.store. Links and
additional information can be found on our Facebook
Page, Osceola Elementary PTA

PTA

Welcome! Did you know research shows that children with involved parents:
•

earn better grades and score higher on tests.

•

attend school regularly.

•

have better social skills.

•

get their homework done.

•

are more positive about school.

•

are more likely to graduate and go on to higher education.

One way to get involved is to join our school’s Parent Teacher Association. Membership is open
to everyone and is only $5.00 per year.
Your membership dollars help our school fund many projects such as:
•

additional resources for our students

•

Back to School & teacher appreciation celebrations for all of our teachers and staff

•

Reading is Fundamental giveaways

Membership in the PTA does not require your time; however, we encourage you to attend general
meetings to show your support, voice your concerns, and stay informed.

Remember, parent

involvement matters! Please complete this form and return it with your payment to your child’s
teacher in a marked envelope.
_____ Parent/Guardian ($5 single membership/$10 couple)
_____ Family Member (aunt/uncle/grandparent $10)
$5)

($4)
_____ Faculty/Staff ($5)

_____ Business Partner Membership ($25)

Adult Name: ______________________________________ Phone Number: ________________________
Email address: ______________________________________________________________________________
Child’s Name: _______________________________

Teacher: __________________________________

Child’s Name: _______________________________

Teacher: __________________________________

Child’s Name: _______________________________

Teacher: __________________________________

Busy lifestyle? We understand! However, there are other’s ways to help. Please check where
you can assist:
___ assist in the classroom

___ assist with fundraising

___ at home help (cutting/stapling)

___ movie night

___ Secret Santa Shop

___ school carnival

___ bingo night

___ assist in classroom

___ evening events

(For PTA use only)Date:______________
Issued Date: _________

Paid: Cash ____ Check # ____

Member #: _______________

QR CENTRAL
PLEASE USE A QR READER TO ACCESS IMPORTANT INFORMATION AS WELL AS VIDEOS
HIGHLIGHTING AWESOME EVENTS HERE AT OSCEOLA!

OSCEOLA ELEMENTARY FACEBOOK

DOWNLOAD TODAY!

PAGE

BOX
TOPS
APP!

OSCEOLA PTA FACEBOOK

JOIN PTA AND PAY ONLINE

WATCH THE SCHOOL NEWS!

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!

SUBSCRIBE NOW ON YOUTUBE!

Please follow our school on Twitter! We tweet out
pictures of daily events, exciting news, and tons of
important information.
Some Twitter handles you
may want to follow include:

@OsceolaElem
@lynn_bruner
@AcademicAnnVCS
@OsceolaWonnNews
Also try searching the hashtag
#AWESOMEOsceola

