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School Improvement Goal:
If Ortona Elementary develops a system that fosters collective efficacy and implements standards-aligned
instruction with a deeper understanding of the progression of the standards to meet students’ individual
needs, then student achievement will increase.

Meet Officer Ditton
Our school resource officer is Officer Ditton and she has been an officer for 13 years. She chooses to be a
police officer because she wants to help people and she likes to have an active day every day. She says the
most difficult situations she has dealt with involve situations where someone gets hurt. The easiest case she
dealt with was giving people directions to the beach. The longest case she worked on was a burglary case that
took seven months. A police officer has some risks and she once broke her leg while riding her police
bicycle. Officer Ditton was also once in the Marine Unit. To be able to perform this job, Officer Ditton
says a person must be a good role model and have good morals, ethics, and values. If she hadn’t chosen her
present career, she would have been a genetic biologist. Officer Ditton works hard protecting our school
environment and our students, so let’s give her a hand!

Mrs. Murphy is one of our fifth grade
teachers and this is her 19th year of
teaching. She chose teaching as her
career because she likes kids and helping them learn new things. She loves
Ortona because it is a small school and
the people are like family. Her favorite
thing about her class is that they are
creative and they ask questions. Her
favorite food is popcorn and beagles are
her favorite animal. When she is not
working she loves to read, go to the
beach, and visit Universal Studios and
Disney. She loves Harry Potter and if
she were to be a character from the
Harry Potter series she would be Luna.

2nd Grade Adventures
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3rd Grade News

Art Palette

Third grade has been rigorously preparing for the
FSA. The students are acquiring various test
taking strategies and practicing how to use them
while learning. Please encourage your child to
practice their math facts, to read nightly and to
be on time daily.

PTA CORNER
Yearbooks are on sale for $15.00. If you
are interested see Mrs. DeJesus or Mrs.
Strader in the front office. New officers
for next year were elected at the last PTA
meeting and the officers for next year are
as follows:
President - Mariah Frances
Vice President Secretary - Cheryl Cola
Treasurer - Ke-yla Phillips
If you would like to join PTA or attend a
meeting please see our school webpage or
the PTA Facebook page for details.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
OrtonaPTA/
If you see Mrs. DeJesus around school
please thank her for all of the wonderful
and generous things she has done all year
for our students, our staff and our
community. We will miss her next year
on our PTA board, but hope to see her
frequently around our school campus.
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