
     New Smyrna Beach Middle School 

 

 
 

 

Our mission at New Smyrna Beach Middle School is to provide a safe environment which promotes respect 

 and motivates students to learn, achieve, and act responsibly in order to achieve their potential.   

We believe education is the shared responsibility of the student, home, school, and community. 

 

 

NOTES FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Welcome back!  It is hard to believe that another year is upon us!  The entire New Smyrna Beach staff 

hopes you and your family have a safe and prosperous 2016. 

 

Academic performance, standardized test scores, and attending school every day directly relate to 

positive future educational opportunities for your son or daughter. Research clearly indicates that 

attendance correlates directly to academic achievement.  Please continue your efforts as parents and 

role models to impress upon your children the importance of earning a quality education.  Eighty percent 

of today’s jobs require some type of post-high school education. 

 

In addition to attending school every day, please encourage your son or daughter to work hard and excel 

academically during this last semester.  Please talk to them and encourage them to go onto their USA 

Test Prep account for math.  The format and content of the FSA assessment this year will remain 

challenging for our students, and the USA program will help prepare them for those challenges.  If 

students spend just 15 minutes a night working with this program it will make a tremendous difference.  

Also, the skills and knowledge that students acquire during this last semester will help prepare them for 

a successful advancement to the next grade level.  Please do not forget that all students must earn the 

necessary credits needed to be promoted. 

 

I am thankful for the opportunity to serve as Principal, and look forward to an exciting new year. 

 

Sincerely, 

Libby Johnson 

 

ASSEMBLIES 

 

No referral socials – 7th period (6th grade: Tuesday, January 26, 7th grade: Wednesday, January 27 and 

8th grade: Thursday, January 28). Students who have not received a discipline referral will be eligible to 

attend. Snacks and drinks will be provided, with an opportunity to purchase additional items for a small 

cost. Students will also have a chance to win prizes provided by PTSA and our business partners. 

 

Straight ‘A’ Smartie parties – Friday, February 5, during all grade level lunches for those earning A’s 

during the second 9 week grading period.   

 

 

Parents’ Corner 
January – March, 2016 

 



ART NEWS WITH MRS. HUGHES 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL PARENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF THAT CONTINUE TO SUPPORT OUR ART 

PROGRAM AT NSBMS.  WE ALL APPRECIATE YOUR DEDICATION AND DONATIONS SO VERY 

MUCH. 

 

Congratulations to Emily Loescher-Wright, Alex Francis and Hailee Gamble who will be honored at a 

special awards ceremony at the Lion’s Club of New Smyrna Beach.  They won first, second and third 

place in the Lion’s Club International Peace Poster Contest. 

 

Congratulations to all Stingray Artists that participated in the Recycled Materials Fashion Show at 

Sugar Mill Country Club!  You were outstanding! 

 

Thank you to all students that participated in Halifax Art Festival in Daytona Beach.  Aliya Fredette-

Huffman received an Award of Honor for her dress made from recycled maps.  Congratulations!  Aliya’s 

work is on display at Arthaus in Port Orange for extended show. 

 

This semester, Stingray art students will be displaying natural work at Canaveral Seashore and will 

participate in the Volusia Students Create show later in the year.  Their work will also be shown in the 

media center here at NSBMS.  

 

 

BAND NEWS 

 

A big Congratulations to Carley Bosma on her successful audition and acceptance into the 2015-2016 

Middle School All-County Band. She will perform  on January 30th  at 7pm in the DeLand High School 

Auditorium. 

 

 

CHOIR NEWS 

 

Please congratulate Shelby Perry and Cecilia Rike on their participation in the 2015-2016 All-County 

Chorus. 

 

 

ELECTIVE SHOWCASE 

 

At 5:30 pm on February 18th, 5th grade students from surrounding elementary schools and their parents 

are invited to our Elective Showcase.  While there, they will have the chance to get information on all of 

the elective classes offered at New Smyrna Beach Middle School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FOCUS ON ACADEMICS  

Upcoming FSA, FCAT Science 8th grade and End Of Course Exam DATES! 

 

During the months of February and April all students will be taking state tests.  We hope our families 

are aware of the importance of these tests as they pertain to their child’s academic future.  Regular 

attendance is always important, but it becomes critical as we prepare our students for these rigorous 

tests.  Please be sure your child is in attendance and on time each day. Thank you.  

 

The following schedule reflects all standardized testing dates for our students.  Please mark all dates on 

your home calendars: 

 

 March 1 – 4 : ELA Writing Component Grade 8 

 April 11 – May 29 : FSA ELA and Math (6th – 8th) 

 May 2-13 : Algebra I and Geometry EOC 

 May 2 -20 : Civics EOC 

 

 

“I RUN WRITE” 

 

The 33rd annual “I Run Write” race has been rescheduled for Thursday, January 14th during 1st period.  

Students who have already registered make sure to wear your red race t-shirt on this day and follow all 

of the procedures on your green hand-out which you received with your shirt.  A few t-shirts are 

available  for students who still wish to enter the race OR for students or teachers who wish to 

purchase a beautiful keepsake. Students who are interested in registering must return a completed pink 

form and $5 to Mr. Sorice in room 208 by Wednesday morning. 

 

 

PTSA 

 

The next PTSA meeting will be held Thursday, January 28th at 6pm in the media center. All PTSA 

members should try and attend since there are some very important issues that need to be voted on. 

 

 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAC) 

 

Our School Advisory Council (SAC) will be holding member elections for the 2016-2017 school year in 

early May.  Our SAC team meets once a month for about an hour on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 

starting at 6:00 pm.   SAC meetings update you on school and district happenings and give you the 

opportunity to have some input on our school improvement plan.  SAC is an opportunity to be involved 

with our school with a minimum time commitment.  If you are interested in becoming a member of our 

SAC, please contact SAC Chair, Ann Jones via email at amjones@volusia.k12.fl.us or by calling the school 

at 386-424-2550, Ext. 36728 by April 15, 2016.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:amjones@volusia.k12.fl.us


STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION (SGA) 

 

The student talent show will be held on Tuesday, March 1 at 6:00 pm in the auditorium.  Auditions will be 

held the week of February 22.  See Mrs. Keeran in room 4-02 with any questions.  

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR 

 

 

The Social Studies fair will be held on Thursday, January 21.  Projects can be viewed in the Media 

Center beginning at 5:30 pm.  The awards ceremony will begin at 6:00 pm in the auditorium.  

 

 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

 

New Smyrna Beach Middle School Special Olympics is in Full Swing. Our Unified Basketball Team took on 

Hinson Hurricanes Monday, December 14th. The game was inspiring with students giving their all on the 

court! The Stingrays were challenged with facing an older and much bigger team. That didn't stop the 

Stingray Spirit. They played together with perseverance and respect. While the Stingrays lost just 24-

30, they gained the respect of the entire auditorium. A Hinson teacher applauded our outstanding non-

disabled partners who were always right there for our athletes with special needs. Truly a remarkable 

team so many can learn from.  

 

**The New Smyrna Beach Middle School Special Olympics Teams participated in the Edgewater 

Christmas Parade. They created a float, decorated their cyclists bikes, and even had a drummer perform 

on the float. The Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Bender along with Mrs. Johnson (Principal) and Mrs. Porter 

(Principal Intern) also joined in the fun waving to parade attendees. The students with and without 

disabilities had a blast participating together in the parade. The coach, assistant coaches, and parents 

of the special needs students were all beaming with pride. The judges apparently were too. As this 

awesome group found out they will be receiving the "Youth Service Award" from the City of Edgewater! 

 

 

SPELLING BEE 

 

In early January, Language Arts teachers will conduct class spelling bees. The parents/guardians of class 

winners will receive invitations to our school spelling bee which is scheduled for Tuesday, January 26th 

in the auditorium.  The bee will begin shortly after 9am and should be finished by the end of 2nd period 

at 10:40am.   

 

 

STINGRAY STINGERS 

 

New Smyrna Beach Middle School Stingray Stingers Dance Team will be participating in the Contest of 

Champions National Dance Competition in Walt Disney World on March 5th and 6th! Good Luck Stingers! 
 

 

 



8th GRADE GRADVENTURE 

 

The 8th grade students that are attending Universal Studios, Orlando, Gradventure on Friday, May, 20, 

2016 are excited about this event. Parents, we expect that our students continue to maintain 

appropriate behavior in school to remain eligible to attend the event. Any student who receives a 

disciplinary referral is subject to receiving a refund and will not attend the event. All school rules and 

the dress code apply to every student for Gradventure.  Students must have their student ID’s and wear 

their Gradventure T-shirt, which they will receive prior to the event. Please note that your child must be 

in attendance at school for the entire day to remain eligible to attend Gradventure. Additional details 

and information about Gradventure will be sent home this month. 

 

 

8th GRADE TRANSITION TO THE HIGH SCHOOL 

 

It is hard to believe that we are halfway through the school year and our 8th graders will soon begin 

their transition to high school. Our Career Extravaganza will be held January 29th.  Our students will be 

able to hear speakers from various career fields and learn about the Academy choices at our Volusia 

County High Schools.   At the end of the Career Extravaganza, your student will have an opportunity to 

register for elective high school courses and academies. A registration form will be completed for all 8th 

graders for 9th grade classes and elective selections. These forms will be given to the New Smyrna 

Beach High School and a preliminary schedule will be mailed home to each 8th grader in March. Please 

plan on attending the Registration Question and Answer sessions at New Smyrna Beach High School to 

discuss your student’s schedule with a counselor. No appointment needed! 

 

Please note the important information and dates of activities regarding high school transition, below: 

 

January 27, 2016    

 Recommendation forms and elective selections for your child will be given to NSB High School.  

 

Early April 2016   

 NSBHS mails home completed registration documentation 

 

April 19 & 21, 2016 / 4:00-6:30 pm  

 Optional evening registration: Parents may come to NSBHS on either of these two nights to 

address concerns with the registration information that was mailed home.  

 

Other important dates 

 

 March 1-4 : ELA Writing Component Grade 8 

 March 14-18 : Washington DC Trip 

 April 11 – May 29 : FSA ELA & Math (6th – 8th) 

 May 2-13 : Algebra I and Geometry EOC 

 May 2 -20 : Civics EOC 

 May 20 : Gradventure at Universal Studios, Orlando 

 June 6 : Stingray Sub Day (tentative) 

 June 7 : Last day of school for students 



   
A preliminary course request will be mailed to every incoming 9th grader. If you have questions or 

concerns and would like to speak with a School Counselor, please plan to attend our Night Registration 

Question & Answer Sessions at New Smyrna Beach High School.  No appointment needed: 

 April 19, 2016 from 4:00 PM-6:30 PM  

 April 21, 2016 from 4:00 PM-6:30 PM  

 In the Media Center at NSBHS 

 

Please contact Dr. Donna Wilkes, School Counseling Director for more information. 424-2555 ext. 38544 

 

 

WASHINGTON DC TRIP 

 

The parent information meeting for this year’s Washington DC trip will be February 4th at 6pm in the 

NSBMS auditorium. A representative for the tour company will present information parents and 

students need to know for the trip. 

 

 

YEARBOOKS ON SALE 

 

Yearbooks will not be on sale at the end of the year – you must pre-order a book. 

 
New Smyrna Beach Middle School Stingray Tales Yearbook is a nationally recognized yearbook and has 

been consistently rated as one of the best in the country. This is the 30th anniversary of Stingray Tales! 

Yearbooks will be on sale mid-February (date to be announced) and can be purchased on-line at 

www.yearbookforever.com .  Simply navigate to yearbooks, then New Smyrna Beach Middle School. The 

cost is $40.  Questions can be directed to Mr. T. Johnson at 424-2550 ext. 36827. 

 

For the first time in 30 years, we will be offering 8th grade students 
and parents the opportunity to purchase a congratulatory ad for their 
8th grader.   We have a limited number of ads available.  

  

 

New Smyrna Beach High School Freshman Registration 

Parent Information Night 
 

http://www.yearbookforever.com/




 


