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We, the Indian River faculty, staff, students, and  parents, respectfully encourage  each other to  

excel with enthusiasm, excitement, and energy as we responsibly explore the world around us! 

Dear Manatee Families, 

I am very excited to welcome you back after our winter break!  I hope 
that everyone had a very relaxing and enjoyable holiday.  Now it’s 
time for all of us to refocus and get back to rigorous instruction and 
hard work in the classrooms.  Routines become important again – 
bedtime routines, homework routines, morning routines, etc.  Please 
try to adhere to consistent routines that give your child the best  
opportunity to be successful each day in school.   

Please work with your child to help them arrive on time each day.   
The first bell rings at 7:50 am.  Breakfast continues to be provided 
each morning in the cafeteria.  Please arrive by 7:30 am if your child 
is having breakfast to ensure that he/she has plenty of time to eat. 

Testing is right around the corner.  Our teachers and students will be 
diligently working to ensure that each child can perform to his or her 
best ability.  If you have any concerns, please schedule a conference 
with your child’s teacher.   

Thank you for sharing your child with us.  I love spending my days at 
Indian River Elementary!  A brand new year is beginning.   I hope 
you are ready for more great experiences and adventures!  
Happy New Year! 

                                                              Sincerely, 

                                                       Mrs. Crkvenac  

Important 

Dates 

January 22 

Class Pictures 

January 25 - 29 

Celebrate Literacy Week 

January 26 

Celebrity Reader Day 
8:30 am - 10:30 am 

January 18 
Martin Luther King Jr 

National Holiday 

Student Holiday 

January 15 
Teacher Duty Day 

Student Holiday 

January 4 
Welcome Back! 

Happy New Year! 

 
January 28 - February 5 
Groovy Book Fair 
8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

 
 

Media Center 
January 27 

Wish List Day 
8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

January 29 
Book Fair Family Night 

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

  Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida! 
                      January 25-29, 2016 
           Literacy Changes Our World!  

Monday: Million Minute Marathon - Everyone in the school 

reads together at the same time. (End of day.) 

Tuesday: Celebrity Reader Day - Local community leaders will be 

reading in the classrooms. 

Wednesday: Manatee Mates - Intermediate & Primary students read 

together. 

Thursday: Book Fair Family Night  - 4:00 pm-6:00 pm 

Friday: Vocabulary Hat Day - students choose their favorite new   

vocabulary word and decorate a hat to define it! 
 

         Sponsored by the Florida Department of Education 



Students will be studying 
the art styles of various  
famous ar�sts throughout 
history and the amazing and 
fun world of  
Ar�st Trading Cards. 
 

Artist Trading CardsArtist Trading CardsArtist Trading CardsArtist Trading Cards  
(or ATCs) are miniature works of 
art about 2

1
⁄2 x 3

1
⁄2 inches in size. 

They are small enough to fit inside standard card  
collector pocket sleeves. The ATC movement  
developed out of the postal art movement and  
has its origins in Europe. Cards are produced in 
various media, including dry media (pencils, pens, 
markers, etc.), wet media (watercolor, acrylic 
paints, etc.), paper media (in the form of collage, 
papercuts, found objects, etc.) or even metals or 
fiber. The cards are usually traded or exchanged. 
 

Mark your calendar for 

IRES  
Artist Trading Card Night 

February 11, 2016 
 

Details and 2mes will be published in the  
February Manatee Memo. 
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Media News                     from Ms. Flynn  

Racing to Read!    Get tickets to NASCAR! 

The Daytona Speedway started their annual reading  

incentive program in November!   

This popular event will continue through  

 Friday, January 22, 2016.   

Mrs. Crkvenac is adding to the fun by 

hosting a donut party donut party donut party donut party for the  

primary (1-3) class and the intermediate (4-5) class that  

returns the most completed Racing to Read bookmarks! 

 

 

     Art News!                               

                   From Mr. Kinsey 

 Doing Our Personal Best in 2016                                from Mr. McCoy 

     Our goal as educators is to help your child achieve their personal best in school. 
We set the goals high and work together as a team to help all students reach those 
goals. Families have a major role in encouraging academic success, too. Adults can 
help their children set goals and encourage them to create a plan of action to meet 
those goals—whether it’s waking in the morning on time or regular classroom  
attendance, every small step helps build the momentum to academic success. 

     Helping your child develop organizational skills is the foundation for academic success. Parents should 
help their child prioritize homework by due date and by the amount of time required to complete an  
assignment. By breaking large tasks into smaller ones, assignments will become more manageable and 
your child is less likely to become overwhelmed. 

     Regular communication between parents and teachers is key to improving student achievement. As a 
parent, you know your child better than anyone else. Share your knowledge to help teachers adapt lessons 
to match your child’s interests and learning style. The more teachers know about your child’s daily life, 
language, and culture, the more they will be able to make lessons more meaningful and connected to your 
child’s experiences.  
 

 

 

 

 

     School is a partnership between administrators, teachers, students, families, and the community.  
It’s up to all of us to help engage children in school so when they graduate they will be prepared for the  
challenges ahead.                                                                   
                                                                                                        Inspired by the NEA and National Parent Teacher Association 

January 27th - February 5th 

January 27: Wish List Day                   January  28: Family Night 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   On the Move                                   

               with Physical Education 
Music NotesMusic NotesMusic NotesMusic Notes    

                        From Mrs. TurnerFrom Mrs. TurnerFrom Mrs. TurnerFrom Mrs. Turner 
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Counselor’s Corner                                                        with Mr. Maman 

Hello and Happy New Year!   I hope everyone had an excellent winter break.   

The small group counseling sessions that began in the fall will be ending in February.  If 

your child participated in a group you will be receiving a note from me detailing what we 

worked on.  Thanks again for letting me work with your children.  IRES students are the 

best! 

Also in February I hope to begin working with all 4
th
 and 5

th
 grade classes on a program 

called Second Step.  This program focuses on teaching skills for social and academic 

success.  The Second Step program promotes school success, school connectedness, 

and a safe and respectful school climate.  You will receive a family letter describing the 

program in greater detail before we begin. 

Lifeskills for January:  Jan. 4-8 Friendship,  Jan. 11-15 Responsibility,   

Jan. 18-22 Coopera2on,  Jan. 25-29 Organiza2on                                           

You can contact me at:  
424-2650 x35197 or pmaman@volusia.k12.fl.us 

Coach Disbro  

Coach Schultz         Coach Robitzch 

♪MANATEE CHORUS begins a new semester 

on January 21, 2016! 

We are rehearsing our Spring Concert: 

CHILDREN’S SONGS TO MAKE YOU  

LAUGH AND DREAM 

This concert is a community service project for  

Second Harvest Food Bank. More informa2on will 

be sent home on how YOU can help! Thanks!  

♪ If you would like your child to par2cipate, please 

     ask for an enrollment form.  

All Music classes are working on RHYTHM.  We are 

beginning to see how sounds and rhythms create 

many different musical styles. We are prac2cing 

playing rhythm on instruments, s2cks, drums…  

just about anything! 

Coach Disbro says, “It’s all about FITNESS!”  Students 

will learn the 5 components of fitness: agility, speed, 

endurance, flexibility and strength. We will complete a 

series of fitness tests with the hopes of seeing improved 

fitness levels! Events will include 15 meter pacer run, 1 

mile run, shuFle run, sit and reach, and 50 yards dash.  

Coach Robitzsch reminds everyone that a healthy body 

starts with proper nutri2on. The right balance of  

proteins, carbohydrates, fruits, vegetables and good fats 

will make you strong. Pay aFen2on to food package  

labels to make sure you are ea2ng the correct amount 

per serving size.  

Coach Schultz announced that we will be kicking off 

our Jump Rope for Heart program, which will take place 

February 23-24. A flyer will go home soon!  Also we will 

be having our Southeastern Track and Field event  

January 15, 2016 at New Smyrna Beach Middle School. 

Check–in is at 8:30, and events run from 9:00 am–12:00 

pm.  See the IRES Website for more informa2on!  




