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LANGUAGE ARTS 

 
 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 2     (Year)     7          1001040/GBB 
Prerequisite:  Completion of M/J Language Arts 1 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide grade 7 students, using informational and literary 
texts of high complexity, integrated language arts study in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening and language for college and career preparation and readiness. 
 
  
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 2, ADVANCED   (Year)     7          1001050/GBC 
Prerequisite:  Completion of M/J Language Arts 1 or M/J Language Arts 1, Advanced 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide grade 7 students, using texts of high complexity, 
advanced integrated language arts study in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 
language for college and career preparation and readiness. 
 
 

READING 
 
M/J INTENSIVE READING – Double Block                  (Year)     7            10000101/GHK 
Prerequisite:  FSA ELA Level 1 or 2  
 
The  Intensive  Reading  course  addresses  students  who  score  Level  1  or  2 on the 
FSA ELA assessment and whose diagnostic tests indicate remediation is necessary in 
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension and/or decoding. These students will receive 
daily a minimum 90-minute uninterrupted literacy block.  Students enrolled in the course 
will engage in interactive text-based discussion, question generation, and research 
opportunities.  They will write in response to reading and cite evidence when answering 
text dependent questions orally and in writing.  The course provides extensive 
opportunities for students to collaborate with their peers.  Scaffolding is provided as 
necessary as students engage in reading and writing increasingly complex text and is 
removed as the reading and writing abilities of students improve over time. 
 
 
M/J INTENSIVE READING –Single Period     (Year)     7        1000010/GHK 
Prerequisite:  FSA ELA Level 1 or 2 
 
The Single Period Intensive Reading  course  addresses  students  who  score  Level  1  
or  2 on the FSA ELA assessment  and whose diagnostic tests indicate remediation is 
necessary in fluency, vocabulary and comprehension. These students will receive daily 
approximately 45 minutes of targeted reading instruction.  Students enrolled in the course 
will engage in interactive text-based discussion, question generation, and research 
opportunities.  They will write in response to reading and cite evidence when answering 
text dependent questions orally and in writing.  The course provides extensive 
opportunities for students to collaborate with their peers.  Scaffolding is provided as 
necessary as students engage in reading and writing increasingly complex text and is 
removed as the reading and writing abilities of students improve over time. 



 2

 
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
 
GRADE 7 MATHEMATICS     (Year)     7  1205040/IAE 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
The purpose of this course is to develop the skills and concepts necessary for success in 
algebra.  The content will include real-world problem solving, numeration, number theory, 
real-world measurement, geometric relationships, probability, statistics, data 
interpretation, algebraic sequences, expressions, equations, and inequalities.  
Manipulatives, models, calculators, and computers will serve as instructional tools in 
concept development. 
 
 
 
GRADE 7 MATHEMATICS ADVANCED      (Year)     7   1205050/IAF  
Prerequisite:  None 
 
This course serves as a challenging full-year pre-algebra course, which is designed to 
develop the skills and concepts necessary for success in Algebra 1 or Algebra 1 Honors.  
The content will include those topics taught in Grade 7 Mathematics and Grade 8 Pre-
Algebra with focus on problem-solving, data interpretation, geometric concepts, and 
algebraic topics.  Manipulatives, models, calculators, and computers will serve as 
instructional tools in concept development. 
 
 
 
ALGEBRA I HONORS                                                  (Year)     7          1200320/IMC 
Prerequisite:  Grade 6 Advanced Honors or Grade 7 Advanced 
 
This course is a rigorous in-depth study of the topics of Algebra I designed to develop the 
algebraic concepts and processes that can be used to solve a variety of real-world 
mathematics problems.  The content will include:  functions, linear equations, inequalities, 
polynomials, rational numbers and equations, radicals, quadratics, and discrete 
mathematics with multiple representations, as well as complex numbers, additional 
benchmarks related to parabolas, absolute value equations and inequalities, rational 
expressions and equations. Calculators and computers will serve as instructional tools in 
concept development.  Students will be required to sit for the end of course exam 
(EOC) which will constitute 30% of their overall final course grade.  Students will 
be required to pass the state Algebra 1 End of Course Assessment to be awarded 
high school credit for the course.  Students who are 7th graders and successfully 
complete this course will take Geometry Honors in 8th grade for high school credit; with 
the expectation of completing four additional years of mathematics in AP and/or IB 
courses in high school (three additional mathematics credits above this content in high 
school are required). 
 
     *See information on Page 11 – High School Credit Earned in Middle School 
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SCIENCE 
 
 
M/J COMPREHENSIVE SCIENCE 2   (Year)     7         2002070/MCM 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Comprehensive Science 2 is the second course in the M/J Comprehensive Science 
Sequence.  In this course, students explore the foundations of science, energy, the Earth 
and it’s features, Earth’s internal and external structures and how they change, Earth’s 
history, living things and how they change and interact, genetics and heredity, and 
organization of the living world. Some of these topics are introduced and serve as a 
foundation for M/J Comprehensive Science 3, and others are discussed in detail. 
Students learn through real-world examples, hands-on activities and weekly laboratory 
experiences in order to apply what they have learned. 
 
 
M/J COMPREHENSIVE SCIENCE 2, ADVANCED     (Year)    7           2002080/MCN 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
 
This course follows Comprehensive Science 1, Advanced.  Students taking this advanced 
course should have earned a 3 or higher on FSA ELA and FSA Mathematics and 
demonstrated a high level of success in Comprehensive Science 1. These concepts 
include earth science, life science, and physics. Students will carry out higher order lab 
activities using processes such as measurement, observation, predicting, reasoning and 
problem-solving. Advanced labs are integral to this course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
 
M/J CIVICS       (Year)     7          2106010/NSG  
Prerequisite:  None 
 
The purpose of the Civics course is to enable students to develop the knowledge and 
skills necessary to become informed and active participants in our democratic-republic.  
Students will learn about local, state, and federal government, civics organizations, and 
citizens’ rights and responsibilities including foundational economics and financial 
literacy.  This is a required course for promotion to High School.  Students will be 
required to sit for the State wide End of Course Exam in Civics which will constitute 
30% of the overall final course grade. 
 
 
 



 4

 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES continued 
 
 
 
M/J CIVICS, ADVANCED     (Year)     7  2106020/NSI 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation/Student Profile 
 
The purpose of the Advanced Civics course is to enable students to develop the 
knowledge and skills necessary to become informed and active participants in our 
democratic-republic.  Students will learn about local, state, and federal government, civics 
organizations, and citizens’ rights and responsibilities, including foundational economics 
and financial literacy.  Advanced courses offer scaffolded learning opportunities for 
students to develop the critical skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation in a more 
rigorous and reflective academic setting.  Students are empowered to perform at higher 
levels as they engage in the following:  analyzing historical documents and supplementary 
readings, working in the context of thematically categorized information, becoming 
proficient in note-taking, participating in Socratic seminars/discussions emphasizing free-
response and document-based writing, contrasting opposing viewpoints, solving 
problems, etc.  Students will develop and demonstrate their skills through participation in 
a capstone and/or extended research-based paper/project (e.g., Social Studies fair, 
participatory citizenship project, mock congressional hearing, projects for competitive 
evaluation, investment portfolio contests, or other teacher-directed projects).  This is a 
required course for promotion to High School.  Students will be required to sit for 
the State wide End of Course Exam in Civics which will constitute 30% of the overall 
final course grade. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 
 
M/J TEAM SPORTS       (Semester) 7  1508200/KCK   
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course is designed for 7th grade students and is intended to be 18 weeks in length. 
The purpose of this course is to develop the physical skills necessary to be competent in 
many forms of movement, knowledge of team sports concepts such as offensive and 
defensive strategies and tactics, and appropriate social behaviors within a team or group 
setting. The integration of fitness concepts throughout the content is critical to the success 
of this course. 
 
 
M/J COMPRE GRADE 7       (Semester) 7          1508700/KCP   
Prerequisite: None 
 

This course is designed for 7th grade students and is intended to be 18 weeks in length. 
The purpose of this course is to build on previously acquired knowledge, skills, and values 
necessary for the implementation and maintenance of a physically active lifestyle. The 
course content provides exposure to a variety of movement opportunities and experiences 
which include, but is not limited to: Outdoor Pursuits/Aquatics, Individual/Dual Sports and 
Alternative/Extreme Sports. The integration of fitness concepts throughout the content is 
critical to student success in this course and in the development of a healthy and physically 
active lifestyle. 
 
 
 
 
The physical education requirement may be waived for a student who meets one 
of the following criteria: 
 
 ●   The student is enrolled or required to enroll in a remedial class 
 
 ●   The student’s parent indicates in writing to the school that: 
 
  1.   The parent requests that the student enroll in another course from 
        among those offered as options by the school district, OR 
 

2. The student is participating in physical activities outside the school day  
which are equal to or in excess for the mandated requirement. 

 
*See page 12 for notification to parents or guardians of what waiver options are 
available. 
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ELECTIVES (Yearlong) 

 
 
 
M/J BAND 1       (Year)     7  1302000/JFA 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide beginning level instrumental instruction on 
standard woodwind, brasswind, and/or percussion instruments in a class setting.  Content 
shall include the study of characteristic tone production, music literacy and individual and 
ensemble techniques.  After-school rehearsals and performances are a part of this 
course. 
 

 
 

M/J BAND 2       (Year)     7  1302010/JFB 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide intermediate instrumental instruction on standard 
woodwind, brasswind, and/or percussion instruments in a class setting.  The content shall 
enable students to extend the study of tone production, music literacy, and individual and 
ensemble techniques on instrument of choice.  After-school rehearsals and performances 
are a part of this course. 
 
 
 
M/J BAND 3                (Year)      7              1302020/JFC 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation  
 
The purpose of this course is to provide instrumental instruction on standard woodwind, 
brasswind and-or percussion instruments through performance and refinement of a 
variety of basic band literature.  Content of this course shall include the study of 
characteristic tone production, style, technical proficiency as related to ensemble 
performance.  After-school rehearsals and performances are a part of this course. 
 

 
M/J JAZZ BAND      (Year)     7          1302010/JFBJ 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide intermediate jazz instrumental instruction on 
standard woodwind, brasswind, and/or percussion instruments in a class setting.  The 
content shall enable students to extend the study of tone production, music literacy, and 
individual and ensemble techniques on instrument of choice.  After-school rehearsals and 
performances are a part of this course. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 7

 
ELECTIVES (Yearlong) continued 

 
M/J CHORUS 1      (Year)     7              1303000/JJA 
Prerequisite:  None 
             
The purpose of this course is to provide students with experience in vocal production 
techniques and group singing.  Content shall include enabling students to develop skills 
in vocal tone production, choral performance techniques, musical literacy and music 
appreciation.  After-school rehearsals and performances are a part of this course. 
 
 
M/J CHORUS 2   (Year)    7 1303010/JJB 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide student with experience in basic vocal production 
techniques and group singing.  Content shall include enabling students to demonstrate 
basic skills in vocal tone production, choral performance techniques, musical literacy, and 
music appreciation.  After-school rehearsals and performances are a part of this course. 
 
 
M/J JOURNALISM 1   (Year)    7  1006000/GFA 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop fundamental skills in the 
production of journalism across print, multimedia, web, and broadcast/radio platforms and 
to become aware of journalism history, careers, ethics use, and management techniques 
related to the production of journalistic media.  Some activities may be required outside 
of the school day. 
 
 
M/J LIBRARY SKILLS/INFORMATION LITERACY  (Year)     7 1100000/HAA 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
This course covers the basics of information literacy utilizing the Florida FINDS (Focus, 
Investigate, Note, Develop, Score) research model. Search strategies, database and 
website evaluation, note taking and organization, citation formats in MLA (Modern 
Language Association) and APA (American Psychological Association), creation of 
presentation products (including the utilization of various software programs for the 
production of multimedia), and an understanding of the meta-cognitive reflection process 
are an integral part of this course. 
 
 
M/J ORCHESTRA 1      (Year)     7          1302040/JGA 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with instruction in the development of 
technical skills on orchestral stringed instruments.  The content shall include the 
development of fundamental skills in reading music notation, music theory, fundamental 
performance techniques and music appreciation.  After-school rehearsals and 
performances are a part of this course. 
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ELECTIVES (Yearlong) continued 
 
 
M/J ORCHESTRA 2     (Year)     7              1302050/JGB 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with instruction in the development and 
performance of technical skill on orchestral stringed instruments.  The content shall 
include the development of basic individual and ensemble performance skills in 
instrumental techniques, reading musical notation, music theory, and appreciation.  After-
school rehearsals and performances are a part of this course. 
 
 
 
 
M/J PIANO KEYBOARD 1     (Year)    7 1301030/JCA 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to beginning keyboard performance 
skill and notation.  The content shall include the introduction of keyboard performance 
techniques and interpretation of notation. 
 
 
 
M/J PIANO KEYBOARD 2     (Year)   7                1301040/JCB 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
 
The purpose of this course is to apply basic music concepts in keyboard performance.  
The content shall include application of music fundamentals, performance techniques 
and interpretation of musical notation. 
 
 
 
 
M/J SPANISH BEGINNING    (Year)   7  0708000/DIA 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
The purpose of this course is to introduce fundamental skills in the Spanish language.  
The students will be able to understand a variety of expressions used in daily life.  The 
students will learn about specific oral vocabulary and initiate conversation using the 
vocabulary and structure learned in class.  The student will also learn about the basic 
elements of the Spanish culture, including gestures and holidays. 
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ELECTIVES (Semester) 

 
 

ART 1  (M/J EXPLORING 2D ART)   (Semester)   7        0101005/AAV 
Prerequisite:  None          
 
The purpose of this course is to provide experiences necessary for students to investigate 
a wide range of media and techniques, from both an historical and contemporary 
perspective, as they engage in the art-making processes of creating two-dimensional 
works, which may include drawing, painting, printmaking, and/or collage. Student artists 
reflect on their own artwork and that of others through critical analysis to achieve artistic 
goals related to craftsmanship, technique, and application of 21st-century skills.  
Opportunities are provided for creative decision-making in the context of the structural 
elements of art and the organization principles of design. This course incorporates hands-
on activities and consumption of art materials. 
 
 
ART 2  (M/J EXPLORING 3D ART)   (Semester)     7     0101035/AAW 
Prerequisite:  Art 1 or Teacher Recommendation     
 
The purpose of this course is to provide experiences necessary for students to translate 
their two-dimensional skills into three-dimensional forms through the exploration of 
natural, abstract and synthetic sculptural forms using materials that may include, but are 
not limited to, clay, plaster, and mixed media for creative expression. These student 
artists develop perceptual, creative, technical, and problem-solving skills in a sculptural 
context as they design and produce works of art with personal expression.  Students in 
M/J Exploring Three-Dimensional Art focus on use of safety procedures for process, 
media, and techniques. This course incorporates hands-on activities and consumption of 
art materials. 
 
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 1      (Semester)     7          1700060/LCB 
          Career Research and Decision Making 
Prerequisite:  None      
 
This course represents an introductory level of study in the areas of criminal justice. The 
course will provide an overview of police, courts, and corrections, both from the historic 
and contemporary perspective.  The study will include local, state and federal systems, 
legal basis, and jurisdiction. 
 
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 2        (Semester)      7 1700060/LCB 
          Career Research and Decision Making 
Prerequisite:  Criminal Justice 1      
 
This is a progressive continuation of Criminal Justice 1, continuing education in the areas 
of criminal justice, including an overview of police, courts, and corrections, both from the 
historic and contemporary perspective.  The study will include local, state and federal 
systems, legal basis, and jurisdiction.      
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ELECTIVES (Semester) continued 

 
 
CULINARY 1       (Semester)   7       8809200/YTA     
Prerequisite:  None         Exploratory 
 
The purpose of this course is to assist students in making informed decisions regarding 
their future academic and occupational goals and to provide information regarding 
culinary careers found within the hospitality industry. The content includes but is not 
limited to the development of leadership skills, communication skills, and employability 
skills; resource management; exploration of careers in the culinary; food safety and 
sanitation; safe, proper use of culinary tools/equipment; interpreting recipes and 
developing menus; basic food preparation skills; front-of-the-house and back-of-the-
house responsibilities; artistic presentation of food; and the use of technology in the 
culinary field. 
 
 
CULINARY 2 (Semester)    7      8809200/YTA 
Prerequisite:  Culinary 1 or Teacher Recommendation     Exploratory 
 
This is a progressive continuation of Culinary 1.  The purpose of this course is to assist 
students in making informed decisions regarding their future academic and occupational 
goals and to provide information regarding culinary careers found within the hospitality 
industry. The content includes but is not limited to the development of leadership skills, 
communication skills, and employability skills; resource management; exploration of 
careers in the culinary; food safety and sanitation; safe, proper use of culinary 
tools/equipment; interpreting recipes and developing menus; basic food preparation 
skills; front-of-the-house and back-of-the-house responsibilities; artistic presentation of 
food; and the use of technology in the culinary field. 

 
 

S.T.E.M. 1       (Semester)   7      8600020/YSR 
Prerequisite:  None         Exploratory 
 
The purpose of this course is to give students an opportunity to explore the areas of 
technology and associated careers available in technical fields.  Students will be given 
the opportunity to solve technological problems while gaining an understanding of the 
effects of technology on our everyday lives. 
 
 
S.T.E.M. 2 (Semester)    7       8600020/YSR 
Prerequisite:  S.T.E.M. 1 or Teacher Recommendation   Exploratory 
 
This course is a progressive  continuation of S.T.E.M. 1, giving  students opportunities to 
explore the areas of technology and associated careers available in technical fields.  
Students will be given the opportunity to solve technological problems while gaining an 
understanding of the effects of technology on our everyday lives. 
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 HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT EARNED IN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 
Students taking high school courses in middle school will be awarded high school credit upon 

successful completion. If a grade of B or higher is earned in the course, it cannot be repeated. High 

school courses taken in middle school in which a student has earned a “C” or “D” may be retaken 

in middle school or high school. If retaken in middle school, it will count as one of the required 

courses for middle school promotion. 
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Spring 2017  
 
 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian,  
 
Florida Statute 1003.455 requires the equivalent of one class period per day of physical education for one 
semester of each year for students in grades 6 through 8 beginning in the 2009-2010 school year. The 
Volusia County School District offers one credit of physical education yearly in grades 6 through 8. The 
physical education requirement may be waived for a student who meets one of the following criteria:  
 
    • The student is enrolled or required to enroll in a remedial course.  
    • The student’s parent indicates in writing to the school that:  
 

1. The parent requests that the student enroll in another course from among those offered as 
options by the school district, OR 

 
2. The student is participating in physical activities outside the school day which are equal to or 

in excess of the mandated requirement. 
 
This statute requires each district school board to notify parents of the options available prior to 
scheduling a student in physical education. Unless your child meets one of the waiver criteria listed above, 
he/she will be enrolled in physical education for one semester of each year while in grades 6 through 8. 
Counseling concerning the benefits of Physical Education will be made available to students through the 
guidance counselor at your school when needed.  
 
Please contact your school administration if you have questions or concerns regarding the physical 
education requirements or waiver criteria.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Grace Kellermeier  
 
Grace Kellermeier, Program Specialist  
Physical Education  
Volusia County School District 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       P.O. Box 2118                                           200 North Clara Avenue 
        DeLand,  Florida 32721-2118                  DeLand, Florida 32720 
 
          DeLand                 New Smyrna Beach                     Osteen 
    (386) 734-7190               (386) 427-5223                      (386) 860-3322 
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