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April 2017 

 

Important Dates 

4/10-4/25 FSA Testing 

April 4
th

 
PTO- 2:30-3:30 
SAC- 3:30-4:30 

 
4/5- Only Early Release Day 

 
No Early Release on the 
following Wednesdays 

4/12, 4/19, 4/26 
 

 

Thank you! 

Thank you to our Business Partners 

for all their support. 

 Diamond Turf 

 Chick-fil A 

 Beef O’ Brady’s 

 Donuts to Go 

 Forever Snowie 

 Florida Hospital Fish 

 

Dear Friendship Families,       

It is my sincere hope everyone had an enjoyable Spring Break! As you know we have started 

and will continue administering the state mandated Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) for 

students in 3
rd

-5
th

 grade. I have included the schedule below for all remaining test dates. I ask 

that you please try to schedule all dental, doctor, and counseling appointments outside these 

dates. Also, during the testing window please have your children arrive on time daily to school, 

ensure they get plenty of rest, and most importantly encourage them to do their personal best 

each day.  

Students are NOT permitted to have electronic devices while testing. This is to ensure 

test security. If a student is found to have an electronic device during testing it will 

result in test invalidation. We have added additional information regarding testing guidelines 

on our school website. If there is a question regarding testing, please contact Mrs. Pardo, our 

Testing Coordinator by calling the main office at 386-575-4130.  

4/10-4/11 FSA Reading  4th Grade (CBT) Computer based 

4/12-4/13 FSA Reading 5th Grade (CBT) Computer based 

4/17-4/18 FSA Math 5th Grade (CBT) Computer based 

4/19-4/20 FSA Math 3rd Grade (CBT) Computer based 

4/24-4/25 FSA Math 4th Grade (CBT) Computer based 

5/1-5/2 Science 5th Grade  

5/3-5/12 3rd-5th Grade Make-up testing 
 

We are excited to announce Kindergarten registration for the 2017-2018 school year will begin 

on Monday, April 24
th

 -Wednesday, April 26
th

 from 8:30-12:30 pm. Please refer to the attached 

flyer for more details related to registration and orientation. 

Due to class size mandates, special programs, and transfers I am limited to how many 

students are placed in each class. All of our teachers are highly qualified to teach grade 

specific curriculum; therefore, I do not accommodate special requests for specific 

teachers. However, I do welcome letters detailing how your child learns best. These 

letters will be taken into consideration when we begin to form classes for the 2017-2018 school 

year. Letters will be accepted from April 13
th

-April 17
th

. The letters must be hand 

delivered by the parent to Mrs. Booker in the main office. Mrs. Booker will date stamp 

them upon receipt. All letters received after this date will not be considered. Please don’t 

send letters with students; these will not be considered.  

Thank you for your dedication to your children and your continued support of Friendship 

Elementary 

Mrs. Cristina Raimundo 

Principal’s Message 

Dismissal Procedures 

 The safety and security of your 

children is of the utmost 

importance to us all. We ask for 

your cooperation in sending in 

letters or calling the main office 

if your child is to go home in a 

different manner than 

previously established. We will 

not release students to 

anyone not listed on the 

emergency card or by word 

of mouth. Students are not to 

walk off campus unless we 

have established how they will 

go home and if we have 

received proper supporting 

documentation.  
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SAC AND PTO NEWS 

 

 

 Guidance 

 It is hard to believe that we are drawing closer to the end of another 

fabulous school year! To our departing 5th graders, I wish you all the best 

as you continue your exciting journey. Your curiosity, your kindness, and 

your humor- we are going to miss you so much. Parents, thank you for 

sharing your precious children with us! 

Just a few reminders:~Coming up on Sat. April 29th, from 4-7 p.m., 

Students Reach Out (SRO) is having their annual Fish Fry at the Moose 

Lodge in DeBary. For $8.00 a ticket, you can get a HUGE plate (“all you can 

eat”) of delicious fried fish, slaw, fries, and a drink (to go orders are 1.00 

extra). Please contact Mrs. Dean to purchase tickets. Showing a strong 

community spirit is definitely one of Friendship’s best qualities. SRO helps 

many needy families in the area by supplying groceries and other types of 

assistance. Referrals go through School Counselors; if you would like more 

information on how to help (they need volunteers!) or how to receive 

help, please contact me.  

~We have many great community resources: food pantries, counseling 
agencies (including grief counseling for children) and other help available if 
you are in need. Please call the United Way 211 number, or ask me for 
information.  
~ If your child expresses any concern about bullying behavior, please be 

sure to have them report this to a trusted adult at school as soon as the 

behavior occurs. Bullying is considered repeated, purposefully hurtful 

behavior that is intimidating or threatening to another person. Our goal is 

for all our children to feel safe and protected at Friendship.  

~Also, please be sure to talk to your children about neighborhood safety 

(walking home, not talking with strangers, knowing address/phone 

number, traffic rules, etc.) April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. 

Start a safety awareness talk with your child and help them with a plan. If 

you need resources, please do not hesitate to contact me for information. 

May you have a safe, restful and fun Summer Break!  

Best Wishes, 

Mrs. Dean, School Counselor 

 

 

 

 

News from P.E 

 Friendship Elementary School will participate in the National 

Bike to School Day celebration on May 10th.   Students will 

participate in lessons during the week which encourages safe 

biking and walking to and from school. Help us celebrate by 

biking/walking with your child to school on that day and 

emphasize the importance of looking left, right, and left again, 

before crossing the street.   Also, parents make sure your 

child/children are wearing a helmet when they ride their bikes 

to school.   I will meet you outside the gate on Fulford St. to 

welcome you.                          

 (National Center for Safe Routes to School)  

Walk for the fun of it……. 

Walk with a parent………. 

Walk with a friend………… 

But, be safe when you bike or walk Friendships’ way.  “Go 

Bobcats”!!!!!! 

KG- Verbally state the search used before crossing a roadway. 

1st- Identify edges, pedestrians, vehicles and traffic. 

2nd- Identify the proper crossing sequence. 

3rd – Differentiate between the correct and incorrect way to fit 

a bicycle helmet. 

4th – Discuss the importance of wearing a bicycle helmet. 

5th – Discuss the importance of being visible, being predictable 

and communicating when biking. 

 

 

 

News from Music 

Our School Advisory Council (SAC) & 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 

elections will take place in the front 

office beginning on May 8
th

 through 

May 12 from 7:30 am until 2:30 pm.  

Also during the Art of Africa Show 

that will take place on May 

10th.Please stop by and vote so that 

your voices may be heard.  

 

 

What are we learning in Music? 

1st Grade: Create sounds or movement freely with props, 
instruments, and/or found sounds in response to various music 
styles and/or elements. Improvise a four-beat response to a 
musical question sung or played by someone else. Create short 
melodic and rhythmic patterns based on teacher-established 
guidelines. 
2nd Grade: Describe changes in tempo and dynamics within a 
musical work. Create a musical performance that brings a story 
or poem to life. Describe how people participate in music.  
3rd Grade: Identify musicians in the school, community, and 
media. Describe opportunities for personal music making. 
Collaborate with others to create a musical presentation and 
acknowledge individual contributions as an integral part of the 
whole. 
4th Grade: Identify connections among music and other 
contexts, using correct music and other relevant content-area 
vocabulary, and explore how learning in one academic area 
can help with knowledge or skill acquisition in a different 
academic area. Create new interpretations of melodic or 
rhythmic pieces by varying or adding dynamics, timbre, tempo, 
lyrics, and/or movement.  
5th Grade: Examine critical-thinking processes in music and 

Spring into the Arts Nights 

Come and celebrate with us “The Arts of Africa” on Wednesday May 

10th from 5:00-7:00 p.m. This event will be a unique opportunity for 

our students to demonstrate all the great things they are doing and 



 

 

 

                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Curriculum Corner      

ELA: Comprehends by asking & answering relevant questions. Shows age appropriate vocabulary across many topics. Enjoys reading–related 

activities. Interacts appropriately w/books & printed material. 
 

 Math: Number Sense 2. Shows understanding of how to count and construct sets. (4 year olds have the ability to count objects. Most students this 

age understand that the last number named when counting a set represents the last object as well as the total number of objects. Constructing sets 
engages children in a meaningful counting experience using concrete objects found in the classroom or outdoors.) Recognizes numbers 1-20. Orally 

counts to 30 or higher independently 

Science: Life Science. Identifies the characteristics of living things by observing and investigating  
 

Social Studies: People, Places, and Environments 1. Demonstrates awareness of geographic thinking.  

 

 

 

ELA: Students will write a narrative. 

Math: Students will sort by attributes of measurement. Students will read and spell sight words 60-81. 

Science: Students will be identifying plants needs and attributes. 

Social Studies: Students will identify and discuss community helpers. 

 

 

 

 
ELA: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  
 
Math: Identify and combine values of money in cents up to one dollar working with a single unit of currency.  
 
Science: Identify the major parts of plants, including stem, roots, leaves, and flowers 

 
 

ELA: Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text. Know 
and use various text features (captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, and indexes, electronic menus, to locate 

key facts or information in a text efficiently. Explain how specific images contribute to clarify a text. 
 

Math: Draw a picture graph and a bar graph (with single-unit scale) to represent a data set with up to four categories. 
Solve simple put-together, take-apart, and compare problems using information presented in a bar graph.  

 

Science: Distinguish human body parts (brain, heart, lungs, stomach, muscles, and skeleton) and their basic functions.  
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                Intermediate Curriculum Corner      

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

3rd 

Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

4th 

Grade 

 

 

 

 

5th 

Grade 

ELA: Students can compare and contrast the key points within a nonfiction text. 

 Math: Students can tell time to the nearest minute. Students can identify quadrilaterals based on their 

attributes. 

Science: Students can classify plants and animals according to their characteristics. Students can identify 

plant and animal adaptations. 

Social Studies: Students can explain how settlements were influenced by their environment. 

 

ELA: Review of text structures. Writing Convention. Review of Using Context Clues. 
 
Math: Students will be working on Geometry. 

Science: - Plant and Animal Life Cycles. 
 

Social Studies: - Great Depression. Innovation and inventions 
 
 

 

  

 

ELA: We will continue to learn more about theme, comparing & contrasting, sequencing, author’s purpose and other reading comprehension skills.  

Math: We are learning about geometry. As we finish up volume we are moving on to the attributes of 2 dimensional shapes. We will work to use 

these attributes to classify shapes into categories. We will also examine plotting points and other 5th grade skills in preparation of FSA. 

Social Studies: We are learning about the Bill of Rights and Manifest Destiny as the people of the United States expanded westward.  

Writing:  We will continue to learn more about theme, comparing & contrasting, sequencing, author’s purpose and other reading 

comprehension skills. 

Science: We are working on Life Science. The kids are studying Biomes and adaptations of living creatures. We will review fair game items (3rd & 

4th grade skills) for FCAT science. 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Media 

Parents, the school year is rapidly coming to an end and I wanted you to 

know some important dates in the media center.  The last day to check 

out a book is May 12th.  The last day to take a reading counts test is also 

May 12th.  During the week of May 15th, the students will shop at the 

Reading Counts Store while they are at special area.  All books must be 

returned to the media center by May 19th.  Please look through your 

child’s things to see if they have a library book at home.  We are missing 

many books and they are usually hidden away accidently.  Make a game 

out of finding the book; a scavenger hunt to find the missing book.  

Thank you for your help in this matter. 

 

Teacher of the Month: Ms. Amanda Shuback 

Employee of the Month: Mrs. Margarita Lopez 

Congratulations and thank you for all you do!!!! 

                                                         

Recognitions 

 


