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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Happy New Year Friendship Families!!! Welcome Back. It is my sincere hope you 
enjoyed the Winter break alongside your children.  While we are half-way through 
the school year, we still have lots to accomplish. We definitely need your help to 
ensure our students meet the state standards and are ready for the next grade level. 

It is imperative that we strengthen our home school connection. Students who spend 
time reading, working through math problems and reviewing their daily lessons with 
their parents are much more successful. The time spent together provides you the 
opportunity to see what your children are learning, comprehend and know how to 
do. Sharing this information with your child’s teacher aids us in helping your children 
succeed. 

Report cards will be distributed on Wednesday, January 17th. I ask that you review 
the grades carefully with your children and schedule teacher parent conferences to 
discuss your child’s progress.  

We continue to maintain high academic standards and are focused on ensuring your                    
children meet mastery of the state standards. We are also focused on maintaining 
high behavior expectations. We have a Zero Tolerance Policy whereby bullying of 
any kind, physical altercations, disrespect, unfriendly teasing, or any behavior which 
disrupts the learning environment is not permitted. Display of any of these behaviors 
is subject to the Code of Student Conduct which you received at the beginning of 
the year. It is very important that you speak with your children about the standards 
of proper school behavior. 

I want to thank all the parents and family members who attended our first school 
dance and our Winter Concert. Your support of these events makes a big difference. 
It sends a clear message of the level of community support we have at Friendship 
Elementary.  I thank you for your continued support and look forward to an amazing 
second half of the year with your children.

Mrs. Cristina Raimundo
Principal 

ATTENDANCE

When your child is not at school we are not complete! Academic success begins by 
being on time and in school every day. When your child misses just one day each 
month they fall behind and have significant learning gaps.
Here at Friendship Elementary we closely monitor daily attendance. 
Please make note of the following:

• 5 late arrivals=1 unexcused absence, unless a Doctor’s note I   
provided

• 5 early checkouts=1 unexcused absence, unless a Doctor’s   
note is provided

• 5, 10, 15 days of absence=letters sent home. Doctor’s notes are  
 needed to be excused.

Working together we can eliminate the gaps. 

ATTENDANCE CHALLENGE

We are tracking the daily attendance of all students. We are striving for 100% daily 
attendance. The challenge for the second semester is as follows:

• Every student with perfect attendance from January through May will 
be entered into a chance to win a special prize at the end of the year.

• Every class with 100% weekly attendance will receive 10 House points.
• Every student with 100% attendance will be recognized at the end of the 

year during the grade level award ceremonies. 
• Every family with 100% attendance will be invited to a special family 

event in late May. 

We want all our students to be in school every day!!!

TITLE I UPDATE

Friendship Elementary is a Title I school. Title I schools generate funds from the 
Federal Government based on the number of students who are on free & reduced 
lunch. These funds are used to pay for several school-wide initiatives to include 
reading & math tutoring and professional development for teachers. In order to 
maintain our Title I status, we ask our families to fill out the free or reduced lunch 
forms whether you qualify or not by January 26th, 2018. The forms can be found on 
the Volusia County Website under the Parent Tab.

STORYBOOK DRESS-UP PARADE

Help your children prepare for this fun day. Have your child 
select their favorite storybook character. Then create a costume that lets your child 
become that character for the day. Students will participate in a school-wide parade 
and engage in reading activities throughout the day. This is a fun way to promote 
reading and share some of our favorite titles. Can’t wait to see who your child’s 
favorite characters and books!!!

PARENT PICK-UP

Parent Pick-up is the only access point on our campus. You are asked to please 
follow the traffic patterns and pull all the way forward while in the loop. There are two 
lanes: one for pulling forward and the other to access the parking area. Parents are 
to have the yellow placards with your child(ren) names displayed in the passenger 
side of the dashboard. Cars without the placards will be asked to park and to show 
your identification. This is a safety measure and we ask that you work with us as 
we ensure the safety of all children. Parents are to cross at the crosswalks and 
not in between cars. We will not allow the students to cross in between cars or at 
crosswalks alone. All students must be accompanied by a parent. Please do not 
park in handicap parking areas unless you have a handicap parking sign.  Also, 
please avoid parking in the grassy areas. Please help us by following these safety 
rules.  Thank you!

IMPORTANT DATES

January 8th:   School Resumes

January 15th:   MLK Day No School

January 16th:   PTO (2:30-3:30) & SAC (3:30-4:30)

January 17th:    Michael Jackson Evening Concert

January 22nd - 26th:    Literacy Week 

January 23rd:   Storybook Dress-up Parade



CLINIC NEWS

Please make sure that any medications your child needs to be stored in the clinic 
are turned in as soon possible.

Please continue to update all numbers on your child’s emergency card, just in case 
there is ever an emergency and our staff needs to reach you.

Clothing donations are always appreciated. All sizes for boys and girls. (Shoes are 
also welcome)

Thank you to all parents and faculty that have donated clothing to the clinic!

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Happy New Year from Your School Guidance Counselor!

These are exciting and also stressful times. How we handle stress as adults can truly impact our children. It is important to keep in mind a few basic points:

• Children are often like sponges when it comes to information you have no intention of them learning! While it is important for you to express your feelings with other 
adults, please be sure that you protect your children from too much information. They need to see that the adults are in charge of adult problems.

• The break has relaxed everyone, hopefully. But routine is important for children. When they know what to expect, they feel more secure. Having routine homework, 
meal, story and bed times help their bodies and minds stay regulated so they can focus (Bonus: less tired whining!)  

• For parenting tips, do not hesitate to seek the advice of those who are experts in child development. Your child’s teacher, other school staff, your pediatrician- these 
are people who want to help your child. On the Internet, you can find plenty of ideas as well, such as: 

   www.kidsource.com
   www.new.onetoughjob.org
   www.parentingpress.com 

You might find some great stress relieving activities by reading the online newsletter, Macaroni Kid! This publication is free and has lots of great ideas to keep kids busy, 
many are FREE. Go to: paolag@macaronikid.com

As we approach February and March, talk about testing increases and sometimes this leads to stressful reactions. Help your child by making sure that he or she: 

• Gets enough restful sleep
• Eats nutritious meals
• Attends every day to receive the instruction that will help them succeed 
• Thinks positively! 
• Teach them to take deep breaths and tell themselves “I can do this!” (if you can practice it with them, it’s more likely to “stick”)

Remind them to listen, read, and follow directions carefully. If you notice that your child is experiencing stress reactions and you would like additional help, please contact 
me for more information.  

One last note: We had a great Food Drive and appreciate all of your support!

Thank you and happy 2018!

Mrs. Dean, School Counselor

READING STRATEGY OF THE MONTH : 
VISUALIZE

It is important to make sure your child is thinking about books as they are reading.  
This will help keep them engaged in the story and check their understanding.  This 
month focus on visualizing. Visualizing is creating a mental image of characters, 
settings, and events in the text.  As your child reads a story tell them to make a 
mental movie about what is happening in the story.  For chapter books with few 
pictures, have them describe what they are visualizing to you or draw a cartoon 
strip.  If reading a picture book to a younger child, don’t show them the pictures 
and have them describe what they think the pictures might be showing in the book.  

Happy reading!! 

MESSAGE FROM THE ART STUDIO

Dear Friendship Elementary Families,

We have been very busy in the art room this semester! We have participated in 
several school and county art contests, such as “Pawsitive” posters, Walk to School 
signs, and the MLK Jr. drawing contest. We also participated in the Deland Fall 
Festival student art show in November and had 20 artworks on display to represent 
our school. Art Club will begin in late January for 4th and 5th grade students and 
information about this year’s yearbook will also be sent out next semester. I hope 
you find this break to be a relaxing and joyful time with your families and
I look forward to seeing you all next year!

Sincerely,

Miss Delisi (a.k.a Miss Green)

MEDIA MINUTE

During the week of January 22-26 we will be celebrating Literacy Week!  Many 
activities are planned for the week, including the storybook character parade on 
Wednesday.  One new activity will be provided by the Deltona Public Library.  Look 
for more information about getting your child a library card for the public library. 
Don’t forget the book swap on Friday.  Your student can bring in up to three gently 
used books and exchange them for a different gently used book.  As you clean out 
old books consider donating them to the school for the book swap. Look for more 
information as the time draws nearer and we look forward to seeing you at the 
parade.


