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Hi Freedom families! My name is Amy Spata, and I
am the new school counselor for Freedom Elementary. I am new to Florida as of July, 2020. I was craving warm weather and the beach, so I made the move
down from New York. Before coming to Freedom, I
received my B.A. in Psychology and M.S.Ed. in
. Counselor Education/School Counseling from CUNY
Lehman College in New York. In New York I
worked in both private and public education with
grades K-12, with an emphasis in elementary and
middle school grades. As a school counselor, my role
is to advocate for all students needs and collaborate
with all faculty, families, and community resources.
If you or your child is in need of services or have
concerns, please reach out. I love being a school
counselor and am grateful to have the opportunity to
work with you and your children.
The State of Florida requires all K-12 students receive comprehensive health education to address substance use/abuse and child trafficking awareness prevention. Volusia County Schools will fulfill this mandate by providing a lesson that is facilitated by the
school counselor. The substance use and abuse prevention lesson will be from 10/26/20–11/13/20. The
child trafficking awareness and prevention lesson will
take place during the second half of the school year.
Please contact me if you have any questions.
Best,
Ms. Spata
Your Freedom School Counselor

Greetings Falcon Families!
November is the month of giving thanks and showing
gratitude for all that we have. We want to take this
opportunity to thank our amazing faculty, staff, students and parents for your continued support during
these challenging times. Your resilience and support
continue to prove that we are so much stronger together! The first quarter has quickly come to an end.
As the holidays are swiftly approaching, we want to
remain focused on our top priorities, student safety
and student achievement! Our hearts become full of
pride as we observe our students adjusting to changes
and making the best out of every moment! This is
what it’s all about! We are so honored
to be a part of TEAM Freedom, and we
look forward to moving forward and
soaring high with all of you!
Your Proud Principals,
Mrs. Walker and Mr. Goldsmith

National PTA's Reflections program provides opportunities for recognition and access to the arts, which boost
student confidence and success in the arts and in life.
Each year, over 300,000 students in Pre-K through
Grade 12 create original works of art in response to a
student-selected theme. This 50+ year old program helps
them explore their own thoughts, feelings and ideas,
develop artistic literacy, increase confidence and find a
love for learning that will help them become more successful in school and in life. The theme for the 20202021 program year is I Matter Because.... Students submit their completed works of art in one or all of the
available arts categories: Dance Choreography, Film
Production, Literature, Music Composition, Photography, Visual Arts. Let us know you're participating in
Reflections! National PTA encourages participants of all
levels to register for the Reflections information. If
you want an application or more information,
please email us at FreedomPTAReflections@gmail.com. Entries are due by Thursday,
November 19, 2020.
https://www.pta.org/home/programs/reflections

A Byte of STEM!
95,484. Huge number, right? Can you believe that
Freedom Elementary second, third, fourth and fifth
graders have coded 95,484 lines of code this
month? They are all doing a great job learning about
block coding, loops and conditionals, and it is great to
see them coaching each other through tough levels. Next, we will be putting our coding knowledge to
the test by coding Sphero robots. Looking forward to
an awesome November!
First graders have been working hard learning how to
independently log in to the computers, and they are
doing a great job! Kindergarten and first graders have
been learning about fall! We even got to see a pumpkin volcano! In November, we will be working with
basic animation apps and basic coding.
Freedom families, do you know that every student receives three free downloads of Office 365 for personal devices? This includes Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Outlook and Teams! To download a
copy, your child will need to log in to their VPortal
and open Office 365. On the top right corner, there is
an Install Office button. Here are links to videos describing how to download on a Mac (https://youtu.be/
AcKLY2IT-Uc) and a PC (https://youtu.be/
AcM5ziAiRTM).

Media would like to send a gigantic THANK YOU to
everyone who supported our fall book fair. This fundraiser helped us buy new books for the library collection. In addition, we are still collecting Box Tops. So
please continue to send those in to media and keep
scanning your receipts. We appreciate everyone’s support. Thank you so much!

4th Grade is wishing you a Happy Thanksgiving and a
holiday week of rest!

Teacher Duty Day: November 3/no school
Individual Picture Retakes: November 5
Veteran’s Holiday: November 11/no school
SAC Meeting: November 10, 6:00PM/virtual
Thanksgiving Break: November 23-27

Have a wonderful
Thanksgiving!
Kindergarten:
Thank you parents for all of your support with our kindergarten shirts! We cannot wait to see them worn on Fridays! Please have all kindergarteners go to bed by 8pm and
eat a good breakfast. Please remember to have a water bottle every day, because we cannot use our water fountains. A great idea is to have an extra mask in backpack as
well.
If any families or companies could donate a sun shade sail,
we can use some for our playground. If you have questions
please email Mrs. K (trkrusze@volusia.k12.fl.us).
Thank you, and we look forward to a great 2 nd nine weeks!

Visit the Freedom website at:
http://myvolusiaschools.org/school/
Freedom/Pages/default.aspx

It’s imperative that we work together, remain vigilant, follow all safety precautions and remember to protect ourselves and each
other every day. Rising numbers of COVID infections in our community are leading to quarantines of students and staff, making it
very challenging to cover vacancies and keep students on track when they are sent home.
PLEASE:

•

If you are sick, DO NOT COME TO CAMPUS. Be sure you report your symptoms to administration right away. If staff
members/teachers who do not feel well come to school anyway, then test positive for COVID-19, they have unnecessarily exposed
many others, leading to multiple quarantines, and potentially causing others to get sick. None of us wants to be responsible for
making anyone else sick.
If you take a COVID test on the advice of a doctor or the health department because you are symptomatic, DO NOT
COME TO CAMPUS (even if you begin to feel better) until you receive the results and are cleared to come back.
The VCS Mask Policy 503 is still in effect. Teachers will continue modeling this safety practice for our students and insist
on compliance by all. I know many of us may be tired of wearing masks, but the virus doesn’t get tired. We know masks
are one of the best defenses we have. Please see the links below to access some excellent resources about face masks. I
highly encourage everyone to review these resources and share with others.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gaka1vqYFNs
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-and-how-to-use-masks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LeEBn4ttZZY (This was a study done at Duke University)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNeYfUTA11s High speed camera captures how different types of face masks work
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Tp0zB904Mc How Well Do Masks Work? (Schlieren Imaging In Slow Motion)
Thank you all for doing your part – together, we will get through this.
Mr. Goldsmith

Volusia Basket Brigade
Freedom is kicking off our “Basket Brigade” next week starting Monday, November 2, 2020. This is a school-wide project where we
collect nonperishable items (see below) for needy families in our community to have a Thanksgiving meal. Items are due to the
school no later than Friday November 13, 2020. Donated items will be organized into boxes decorated by our students and dropped
off on Friday November 20, 2020.
Thank you for your contribution!
$10-15 Gift Card for Turkey
Green beans
Canned corn
Box of Stuffing
Yams
Gravy
Mini Marshmallows
Ramen Noodles
Corn bread mix
Scalloped potatoes
Mashed potato mix
Onion strings
Cranberry Sauce

