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Thank you for supporting the Freedom Elementary PTA! 
We have had an incredible start to the 2019-20 school 
year, and we could not do it without you. Voluntary par-
ticipation in the National PTA Reflections Program will 
conclude with a reception on December 3, 2019 from 
6:30pm until 7:30pm. Invitations will be distributed to 
those who submit art and entry forms.   There will be a 
brief General PTA Meeting on December 5, 2019 from 
5:30pm until 7:00pm in the cafeteria, while Ms. Blushiy 
does a simple holiday craft with the children. Older chil-
dren 5th grade and up are welcome to help Ms. Blushiy 
and the younger children complete this project. Are you 
interested in being more involved in PTA next school 
year? We will be discussing the executive committee 
nomination process. We are also kicking off our annual 
holiday shop that evening. The holiday shop will be open 
from 6:00pm until 7:00pm for a quick shopping preview. 
We will accept cash, check, or debit/credit cards during 
the preview. This is a small store that offers items rang-
ing in price from $0.25 up to $12, and it affords the stu-
dents the opportunity to purchase gifts for the special 
people in their lives for the holidays. The shop will be 
open to the students for one week beginning Monday, 
December 9, 2019. Teachers will send students to shop 
throughout this week. Cash or checks made payable to 
Freedom Elementary PTA will be accepted. We are look-
ing for district-approved volunteers to help our students 
shop. If you are available, please use this sign up 
link,  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050A4CA5A829A2FE3-freedom.  The PTA is col-
lecting new and gently used clean winter clothing, such 
as jackets and other cold weather attire for children in 
need at our school. This is just the beginning of an initia-
tive called Crayne’s Closet, dedicated to the loving 
memory of Mrs. Margaret Crayne.  We are also collect-
ing new and/or gently used clean school uniforms, new 
underwear, new socks, and new toiletries. There is also a 
need for children's shoes in good condition. A collection 
box is stationed in the school's front office. If you are in 
need or you know of someone in need, please reach out 
to the school guidance counselor Mrs. Wycuff at 
sewycuff@volusia.k12.fl.us. If you have questions about 
any PTA activities or if you need more information, 
please contact us at FreedomPTADeland@gmail.com. 
 

Happy Holidays Freedom Families, 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year! De-
cember is here, and there are only three weeks 
before we’re out for winter break. During this 
time, we would like to encourage all families to 
take advantage of the opportunity to play out-
side with your child or children and enjoy a 
good book to create memories that you will 
cherish for a lifetime! We are so grateful for 
your continuous support and entrusting us with 
your most precious gifts. Have a wonderful and 
safe holiday season!  
Mrs. Walker, Freedom Principal 

Fourth grade is very busy this time of year.  Please 
see below for some important dates: 
December 3-Stetson Basketball Field Trip ($6 for 
students, $3 for chaperones) 
January 13-Social Studies Project Due (project, 
paper, bibliography, and presentation)  
January 14-St. Augustine Field Trip ($49 for stu-
dents, $41 for chaperones) 
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 It’s hard to believe December is already here!  This first half 
of the school year has just flown by!  We are continuing to 
focus on citizenship and service as our themes this 
month.  Please continue these conversations at home and 
encourage your child to discuss how they can model these 
characteristics.  I wish all of you a safe, wonderful holiday 
season filled with love and joyful memories.  I look forward 
to seeing everyone back at school in January, ready to make 
the second half of the school year even better than the 

first!  ☺   Mrs. Wycuff, School Counselor 
 

 
 

Our Freedom Girls on the Run team will 

be completing our Final 5K and celebrat-

ing the end of our season at Daytona 

One on December 7.  Go Freedom! 

 

Our intermediate students participated in a fun ice cream shoppe-
themed book tasting lesson to get a quick look at the over 400 new 
books that were recently added to the collection.  Students then set 
goals for books they want to check out and read.  The media center 
will host several challenges this month including our fiction chal-
lenge, which will focus on the genre of historical fiction.  Our 
SSYRA challenge is also well under way.  As of November 18, 
our students in grades 3–5 have read 582 SSYRA chapter 
books!  Mrs. Lapinsky’s fifth graders are in the lead with 73 
SSYRA books read.  However, Mrs. Richling’s third grade class is 
closing in on the top spot with 71 SSYRA books read.  A giant 
congrats to all of our students working on this statewide challenge 
and keep up the great work!  

From FFEA 
THANK YOU, FALCONS!!! 
Because of your generosity and support, we were able to provide 
Thanksgiving Dinner to 13 families!  We look forward to seeing 
you at the Deland Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 7!   
Mrs. Vogelzang, FFEA Advisor 
 

 
 
Second grade is excited about upcoming Ornament Book-
Reports.  Students should now be reading a  book for this fun win-
ter project, which is due December 9th.  Parents may check with 
their child’s teacher regarding needs for craft projects and supplies 
for the classroom activities during December.  Second graders 
were busy as beavers in science during STEM week.  They studied 
how beavers construct dams, then collaborated in groups to design 
and build their own miniature dams.  Each group’s dam was tested 
to see if it could hold back water, and for how long.  Early in De-
cember, students will take the second I-Ready diagnostic.  We 
look forward to seeing how students have grown in ELA and 
math! 

 
 
Texas Roadhouse Night: Tuesday, Dec. 3, 4-9 
Deland Christmas Parade:  Saturday, Dec. 7 
PTA Holiday Shop:  December 9-13 
SAC Meeting:  Tuesday, Dec. 10, 6:00PM 
Nut (No Uniform Day/$1:  Monday, Dec. 16 
Simply Sweet Spirit Day:  Thursday, Dec. 13 
Winter Break:  December 19-January 5 
 

 
 

Visit the Freedom website at: 
http://myvolusiaschools.org/school/

Freedom/Pages/default.aspx 

 
 
 

 
THE GREEN FLAG IS WAVING-START YOUR ENGINES! 
First-fifth graders...practice your reading, and then go to 
the races! The program is simple and fun! All you have to 
do is read after school or on the weekends! A bookmark 
and a separate instructions sheet will be sent home soon. 
Only one bookmark per student. Each time you read for 
the required amount of time, have your parent check off 
one of the racing tires. After you have completed 20 rac-
ing tires to the finish line, ask your parent to sign the 
bookmark.  Then give the bookmark to your teacher. Your 
teacher will turn this into the office. They will order a cer-
tificate from the Speedway that will entitle you to one of 
the following:  
• One free general admission ticket to the Clash at Dayto-
na and Daytona 500 Qualifying on Sunday, February 9, 
2020 or  
• One free general admission ticket to 
the NextEra Energy Resources 250 on 
Friday, February 14, 2020 or  

• One free kid general admission ticket 
to the Daytona Supercross on Saturday, 
March 7, 2020  

THAT’S ZOOMING TERRIFIC!  
The program ends Friday, January 24, 2020, so don’t get 
stuck in the pit stop.  

Start your engines and race into reading 
NOW!  

http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/auto-racing-clip-art-images-1047745

