
 

 

The Pirate Press 
December 2016/January 2017 

Important Dates 

 
Dec 1-9 Angel Tree 
 
Dec 5-9 Scholastic Book Fair
  in Media 
  

Dec 14 Wonderland Gift Shoppe 
 Café 7:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 
Dec 15-16 Wonderland Gift  
 Shoppe –Cafeteria 
 before & after school 
 
Dec 16 Music Club Performing 
  Ponce Inlet Lighthouse 
 4:00 p.m. 
 
Dec 20 Winter Holiday Begins
 End of Day-Students 
 
Dec 21 Teacher Duty Day 
 Student Holiday 
 
Jan 4 Classes Resume 
 
Jan 4 Early Release 
 1:05 p.m. 
 
Jan 11 Early Release 
 1:05 p.m. 
 
Jan 13 Pride Assembly 
 K-2nd 8:30-9:15 a.m. 
 3rd-5th 9:30-10:15 a.m. 
 
Jan 16 Martin Luther King 
 Birthday-Holiday 
 No School 
 
Jan 17 SAC Meeting 
 2:20 p.m. Media 
 
Jan 18 Early Release 
 1:05 p.m. 
 
Jan 20 All Pro Dads 
 7:15 a.m. Media 
 
Jan 23-27 Literacy Week 
 
Jan 25 Early Release 
 1:05 p.m. 
 

Principal’s Message 

Dear Coronado Pirates, 
 
It is hard to believe that December is upon us!  This month we will be holding 
our Scholastic Book Fair in the Media Center.  Please stop by before or after 
school to check out some of our great selections!  The books that we are offering 
this year could come in quite handy so that students have an opportunity to read a 
book that is of interest to them over the winter break.  If students prefer to      
participate in online activities during the holiday, please check with your child’s 
teacher for suggestions of websites that could benefit your child. 
 
Upon our return from break we will have our second quarter Pride Assemblies.  
Please remember to pre-register in our front office to expedite the check in     
process.  I look forward to this opportunity to celebrate our Pirates’ achievement. 
 
Thank you for your partnership in education and have a wonderful holiday with 
family and loved ones. 
 
Tracy Buckner 
Principal 
 
 
 

Coronado Beach E lementary  School  
3550 M ich igan  Ave  

New Smyrna Beach , FL  32169 

Schoo l  Phone  # (386)424-2525 

Schoo l  Fax # (386)  426-7438 

          Download the New Mobile App Today 

The Volusia County School District has launched a new mobile app, 
available for free in the iTunes and Google Play app stores.  
The mobile app allows users to sign up for push notifications to receive messages 
from an individual school or from the school district.  In addition, grades are now 
accessible through the mobile app by simply clicking on the “Gradebook” icon 
and signing in—how convenient! 
Also available at your fingertips through this new app are the district-wide and 
school calendars.  Now, you will never miss an important event happening in 
Volusia County Schools. 
There’s something else parents will never miss: what’s for breakfast and lunch.  
Using the Menu icon on the app, users can check breakfast and lunch for the  
current and upcoming months. 
That’s not all!  Other features on the app include the following: a district-wide 
directory, a resources section for parents and students, a place to make school 
payments and check your school buck’s balance, social media updates, sports 
scores and news, and the Parent Portal. 
You can download the Volusia County School District app on iTunes or Google 
play. 



 

 

Kindergarten News 
It’s hard to believe the holiday season has arrived.  Each 

day brings growth to our Kindergarten students as they 

have fun learning and progressing socially.  Please       

continue to practice sight words daily.  We highly         

recommend you play games with words and find the words 

in print each day.  This will provide additional exposure, 

critical to learning the words by sight.  Another way you 

can be of great help to your child is to practice writing   

letters daily.  This is a developmental skill, so the more 

practice, the better.  Thank you parents for all 

your support for our celebrations and STEM. 

Mrs. Barnes, Ms. Ernst and Ms. Wendt 

              First Grade News 
We are learning how to add and subtract within 
20 by breaking down the numbers into a friendly 
ten. For example,  8 + 7= ?  I know that if I add 2 
to 8 I can make a ten. So I will take the 7 apart 
(decompose it) into two parts of 2 and 5. Then I 
will add the 8 and 2 to make 10. And then add the 
other part that is 5 to 10 to make 15.                      
Please continue to have your child read a “just 
right” book each day.  If you need help picking a “just 
right” book, have them read one page to you.  If they are 
missing more than 5 words on the page, that book is too 
hard.  In science we are learning about the Earth’s surface.  
Please take a walk and gather items along the way.  Bring 
them home and label them as natural resources or man made 
items.  In social studies we will be learning about the many 
holiday customs from around the world.                          
Mrs. Bartley, Mrs. Sanchez and Mrs. Wassem 

Fifth Grade News 
In a few short weeks we’ll be ringing in the New 

Year...2017!  What an exciting year it will be!  2017 will be 

the year your children say their farewells to  elementary 

school and join the ranks of “Middle School!”  So, let’s all 

relax and enjoy our holiday vacation, and reunite in January 

all refreshed and ready to work hard for the final inning of 

elementary school.  We want every student to finish with a 

“home run!”                                                                        

We will launch the New Year off by learning about        

electricity and building circuits. We will also begin         

preparing for our 5th grade science projects.  In math we 

will work with fractions before moving on to  measurement.  

We will continue to grow our reading and writing skills as 

we take a close look at the causes of the American         

Revolution.  We wish you all a healthy and    

happy holiday season! 

Ms. MacIntyre, Mrs. Sokerka and Ms. Stevens 

Fourth Grade News 

Fourth grade has been working very hard on          
mastering long division and we are now heading into 
fractions.  Students brought in an overwhelming 
amount of pizza boxes and we will begin our 
“fraction pizzas” shortly.  In writing,        
students are doing an amazing job  learning 
how to elaborate on evidence from the text.  
We are currently discussing the events that led up to 
the sinking of the Titanic.                                         
Mr. Pecoroni and Ms. Reilly 

    Second Grade News 

We are continuing to use both fiction and nonfiction 

text to retell stories in sequence, discover the author’s 

purpose, use context clues and find the main ideas and 

details of stories.  In math, we are building on what 

we know to solve 2 to 4 digit addition and subtraction 

problems.  We will also focus on money, higher level 

place value and word problems in math.  In language 

arts the focus will be on writing narrative and opinion 

pieces along with story structure, and analyzing      

informational text.  In science, we are studying matter 

and we have started our gardens.  We planted radish, 

sweet peas and arugula.  When they are ready to    

harvest, we will taste them all and plant other varieties 

of vegetables.  Along with planting, we are learning 

how to make compost and what are the best seeds to 

plant in each season.  In social studies, we are learning 

about early American history.  Please continue to 

check homework folders and sign weekly 

reports.  We appreciate your support by 

bringing in the needed supplies for our 

STEM challenges.                                                            

Mrs. Cloer, Ms. Marriott and Mrs. Ranieri 

Third Grade News 

Third grade is moving along quickly.  Please help your 
child memorize their multiplication facts.  This is very   
important as we move through our Math unit.  We 
have started Properties of Matter in Science.  During 
writing, the students have been introduced to cursive 
and responding to literary piece.  In reading we      
continue to work on comprehension and fluency.  
Reading on a daily basis with your child will help 
them with both.  Reading and Social Studies  has us 
working with maps.  We are learning proper            
vocabulary to use with maps.  The second nine weeks 
is rushing by.  Have a great Winter Break! 

Ms. Clark-Johnson, Mrs. Mathewson, & Mr. Pecoroni 



 

 

                               PE News 
It is finally going to get a little colder.  It was an 
unseasonably hot November.  We will be playing 
some of the most fun running games at the school.  
Capture the Flag, Hounds & Hares, and Sharks & 
Minnows will be the games covered during these 
next two months.  Make sure to dress warm on PE 
days since we will continue to go outside.           
Remember to bring your jacket back with you if 
you take it off during the games.  Forgotten jackets 
will end up in the Lost & Found.  Fourth and Fifth 
graders will also be qualifying for the Elk’s Hoop 
Shoot on December 10th.  This is a free throw  
competition held each year in New Smyrna. 

Coach Heer 

From the Art Department  

  All students are working hard to get their drawing done 
for out “Events Calendar”.  Every student will have at 
least one day out of the year that they illustrated.  This is 
a PTA fundraising event and they will be available to 
buy before Christmas break.  For more information, 
please contact the PTA.                                                     
Kindergarten students are working on masks and first 
graders are completing their fall/winter trees.  Second 
grade students are working on watercolor landscapes and 
third grade is detailing their make believe city.  Fourth 
grade students are creating a 3-D foil figure to start    
posing for our figure drawing unit and fifth graders are 
finally coming to a close on their game boards.  When 
we come back in January we will start on our 
“Artist Trading Card” unit, so start getting 
your     binders and past work ready!                                                
Mr. Hardock 

Counselor’s Corner 

We had an excellent Red Ribbon Week.  Thank you to 
everyone for your participation.  It was so exciting to see 
our students supporting healthy choices!  This month we 
will be participating in our Angel Tree holiday tradition.  
Stop by the office anytime between November 
29th and December 9th to pick up an Angel tag 
from our tree.  Purchase a gift for the child you 
selected ($20 suggested value) and return the   
unwrapped present with the Angel Tree tag or 
number attached, to the office by December 12th.  We 
will make sure the items reach the intended family.  If 
you are a family that may benefit from holiday help, 
please contact Mrs. Canfield, School Counselor, at      
386-424-2525 x34995 or jcanfie@volusia.k12.fl.us, to 
request assistance.  Your information will be kept      
confidential.  Thank you so much for participating in 
providing holiday help to families in our community! 

Mrs. Canfield 

                                     Media News 

The Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the Coronado 
Beach Media Center from December 5th to December 
9th 2016.  It will be open from 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  
Monday through Thursday, and from 8:00 a.m.-12:00 
noon on Friday, December 9th.  If you choose to visit the 
Book Fair, please check in with the front office first. 
Literacy Week will take place January 23-27, 2017 in 
Volusia County.  We are planning some exciting          
activities for this at Coronado Beach Elementary School.  
More information will be coming home about this fun 
annual event. 
Mrs. Andrews 
 

 Music Notes from the Ship 

The Coronado Beach Music Club presented a wonderful 

performance at the Veterans Day concert on       

Wednesday, November 9 at Chisholm Elementary.    

Students read narratives, played kazoos and bucket 

drums, and sang Yankee Doodle as well as a Military 

Medley playing tribute to all our Veterans.  Pep Boys in 

Daytona Beach, generously donated 5 red buckets to be 

used in our performance.  Our next performance will be 

“Caroling at the Lighthouse” December 16 at 4:00 p.m. 

at the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse.  We will be performing 

with students from RJ Longstreet Elementary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the classroom, our pirate musicians have been       

concentrating on rhythm and are now starting to learn 

about tone color.   

Mr. McLaughlin 



 

 

Critter Club News 

Critter Club has been meeting on Mondays.  We have 
made bird feeders from pinecones by adding peanut 
butter and bird seeds.  The students then took them 
home and hung them from a tree.  In addition, we are 
learning about how to properly care for rabbits.      
Beginning November 28th, we will be holding a pet 
food drive.  The students have chosen the name of  
Fury Friend Food for the drive.  The food we collect 
will be donated to Sophie’s Circle here in NSB.  The 
drive will last until December 20th.              
We appreciate anything you can donate! 
Mrs. Mathewson 

                    Free School Breakfast 

                                                                            

                                                             

Please remember that Breakfast is complimentary to 
all students for the remainder of the school year! 

                                                                 

PTA News 

Pirates & parents, a Big Thank You for your participation in our “Walk the Plank” fundraiser.  Students did an 
amazing job running laps and raising funds.  Our pirate family and friends helped raise a total of $2800.  We 
are humbled by your generosity.  Maggie Menke was our Grand Prize winner raising a total of $400 and she 
was the recipient of a Globe skateboard donated by Red Dog Surf Shop!                                                         
Upcoming events:                                                                                                                                               
December 2, Light Up Flagler:  A community event on Flagler Avenue in which PTA will have a tent set up 
selling calendars featuring artwork from everyone of our Pirate students.                                                               
December 13-16, Wonderland Gift Shoppe: This will be set up on the stage in the cafeteria.  Students will 
have the opportunity to shop for unique holiday gift items for their friends and family.  Volunteers to help with 
this fun shopping experience with students will be needed.  Stay tuned for a SignUp Genius link.                        
All Pro Dads in January:  Will you consider helping us sponsor the All Pro Dads meeting?  Items needed are: 
Individually wrapped muffins or boxes of donuts, juice boxes and water bottles.  Be on the lookout for a     
SignUp Genius link via email, our PTA Facebook page or let Mr. or Mrs. Wassem know how you can help.  

 

 

 

               Congratulations to 

 

Ms. Clark-Johnson 

 

    Our November 

 

  Pirate of the Month! 


