
 

From the Desk of Dr. Beattie 
Parents and teachers working together guarantee a student’s success in school.  Working closely with 

your child’s teachers ensures your child will do better academically, socially and emotionally.  Update 

the teacher on any major changes in your child’s life (an illness, separation, divorce, death, new     

sibling) that may affect his or her schoolwork.  Parents are critical to the overall academic success of 

our students.  Your support in the following areas will make a difference: 

 Have the student at school on time each day, ready to learn, with appropriate materials. 

 Talk with teachers on a regular basis about performance and ask for help, if necessary. 

 Support teachers in their efforts by encouraging students to maintain strong study habits, read for 

pleasure, and exhibit positive behavior. 

 Read to and with the student daily and provide a variety of reading materials in the home. 

 Ask the student each day about school, learning and homework.  Please don’t accept “nothing” as 

an answer. 

 Limit the amount of time spent watching television or playing video games.   

 Take family trips to museums, libraries, cultural events, or just go outside and play. 

 Become involved in school activities and organizations. 

 Provide and update the school with current contact information. 

 During this cold and flu season, please remind your children to wash their hands often and cover 

their mouths when they sneeze or cough. 

 Write your child’s name in their jackets and sweaters. 

Thank you for partnering with us!  We wish you and yours a healthy and happy season of thanks. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 November 9, 2016                     

Veteran’s Day Concert 

 November 11, 2016              

Veterans Day Holiday          

No School 

 November 15, 2016          

Picture Retakes 

 November 23-27, 2016  

Thanksgiving Holiday 

 November 28, 2016           

Classes Resume 

 December 21-January 3, 2016   

Winter Holiday 

 January 4, 2016                  

Classes Resume 

 

Karen L. Beattie, Ed.D. 

Principal 

Chisholm Elementary School 



P A G E  2  

 

Mrs. Reischmann 

Between hurricanes Hermine and Matthew, our students have lost five days of academic        

instruction, which is an excessive amount of learning loss for many of our students.  The         

additional hours built into our schedule cover two of those days, but we must make-up the      

remaining three days.  Last Friday was the first make-up day. The second day will be made up 

by converting five consecutive early release Wednesdays to regular school days.  The final  

make-up day will be Presidents Day, February 20th. 

Hurricane Make-up Days 

The past few months have flown by at Chisholm Elementary and our Wildcats are learning and 

growing daily. It is a pleasure and a privilege to see each students gain confidence, make new 

friends, and develop in their knowledge and understanding of the academic standards.  

 

As the weather begins to change and cooler temperatures come our way, please remember that 

the uniform policy is still in effect. Below are a few general reminders: 

 

 Students may where tights or leggings under a skirt or dress 

 Long sleeve collared blue, green, or white shirts are permitted 

 Student jackets and sweatshirts may be any color and have school appropriate designs 

 Students may wear khaki, blue, or black pants and jeans 

 All shoes must be closed toe 

 Students may wear their Chisholm t-shirts every Wednesday. 

 

Students are enjoying the various dress-up days that they have selected. It is always fun to see 

their crazy socks, most fun hats, or best outfits on selected days. If you ever have a question  

regarding student dress for the day, please don’t hesitate to call or email.  

Last, thank you for all your help implementing our new dismissal policy. The parent pick-up line is 

moving more efficiently and walkers and bike-riders are able to leave campus without crossing 

major traffic areas. Thank you for all you do to support our Wildcats!  

 The following Wednesdays will be regular school days with dismissal at 2:05 PM. 

November 9, November 16, November 30, December 7 and December 14 
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First Grade 

Second Grade 

Kindergarten 

and we have started our gardens. 

We planted radishes and green 

beans.  When they are ready to 

harvest we will taste them all and 

plant other varieties of vegetables. 

Along with planting we are learning 

how to make compost and the best 

seeds to plant in each season.  In 

social studies, we are learning 

about “Our World”.  We are looking  

We are continuing to use both  

fiction and nonfiction text to retell 

stories in sequence, use context 

clues and find the main ideas and 

details of stories. In math, we are 

building on what we know to solve 

2 to 4 digit addition and subtraction 

problems. We are using a variety  

of manipulatives to find answers. In 

science, we are studying weather 

forward to the holidays and 

making crafts. Please continue 

to check homework folders.   

Second grade is having a great 

year. We appreciate your   

support by bringing in the 

needed supplies for our STEM 

Fall Fun Day.  

used push and pull forces to move 

the vehicle. The students studied 

sedimentary rocks using food 

items. They also evaluated the 

cost of the vehicle they made by 

adding the value of each item they 

used to build their vehicle. It was 

such a fantastic day and the   

students had fun! We hope to 

have another STEM day soon.  

We are busy in class as well! Your 

first graders have been learning 

about nutrition through a program 

presented by the University of 

Florida. It consists of six 30     

minute lessons which are being 

taught by Mrs. Valentine. We are 

learning our sight words, and 

practicing our addition and      

subtraction facts to 20.  What a 

great time of year to celebrate 

what we are thankful for and the 

blessings in our lives! We are 

looking forward to all the fun   

lessons and activities too!  

 Keep reading at home as this 

helps build reading fluency and 

increase reading skills. Hope  

everyone has a great and safe 

holiday 

season! 

Kindergarten, first, and second 

grade students where geologists 

for the day. They were helping a 

fictitious rock company earn an 

Environmentally Friendly Star   

Rating by helping the company 

limit the waste they have each 

year. Some of the activities     

included sorting, measuring, and 

weighing different types of rocks. 

They created a vehicle out of   

recycled water bottles, paper towel 

tubes, cardstock, pipe cleaners, 

and other items to carry five rocks 

without the student touching the 

rocks during transportation. They 

We have been busy bees in            

Kindergarten! We had a great first nine 

weeks of school! We have made many 

new friends and are learning so much. 

Thank you to everyone who donated 

supplies for our STEM day. It was a 

great day! Remember to practice sight 

words and what we are learning at 

home. 
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Third Grade 
Third grade is merrily rolling along!  

We are growing by leaps and 

bounds.  By this time, we have    

completed assessments in all subject 

areas.  If you have not yet scheduled 

a conference and you would like one, 

please let us know when you are 

available to meet.   

We are working on building stamina 

in all subject areas.  This means  

students can work for extended   

periods of time on a given task.  

This skill is especially useful 

when taking state and district 

assessments which can be quite 

lengthy.   

In Math, third grade is focusing 

on multiplication and division.  

Please practice multiplication and 

division facts at home using 

flashcards, apps, or IXL.  During 

ELA and social studies, we are 

“You were 

MADE to Be  

Awesome.” 

-Kid President 

exploring continents and 

oceans and other map skills.  

Our writing focus is writing a 

response to literature.    

In science, we are studying 

Earth and stars, then we will 

move on to a unit on         

properties of matter.  Please 

continue to encourage your 

child to read nightly and earn 

reading counts points. 

Fifth Grade            
more difficult concepts. Use 
flashcards, apps, or just quiz your 
child during commercial breaks! 
Also, students should continue to 
practice skills on IXL. IXL can be 
accessed through Vportal and is 
great practice! 

Students should be reading for at 
least twenty minutes every night. 
Books should be challenging, but 
not too hard. Use the Five Finger 
Rule to  determine if a book is 
“just right”. Read the second 
page of a book and hold up a 
finger for each word you are not 

Things are fantastic in 5th Grade. 
We’ve been working hard and 
learning a lot!  We’ve studied the 
solar system and we are now 
studying the water cycle along 
with weather and climate. Soon 
we will study matter and its  
properties.  

We are wrapping up our first unit 
in math and will soon begin   
fractions. Please continue to 
practice multiplication facts at 
home. Brain research shows that 
memorizing multiplication facts 
frees up working memory for 

sure of or do not know. If you 
have five or more fingers up at 
the end of the page, you may not 
be ready to read that book alone, 
but it may be a great book for 
parents and students to read  
together! 

We recently visited                     
Bethune-Cookman University to 
watch the play “We the People” 
by Theatre Works USA. While we 
were there, we also visited an 
piece of local history when we 
toured the Mary McLeod Bethune 

Fourth Grade:       
Earth and space   

science where we 

learned about the 

Earth, stars and 

moon. We’ve had our 

first field study to the Marine Discovery 

Center where we learned about soil 

erosion, weathering, and deposition and 

the effects they have on our local area. 

Thank you for your   continued support 

in your child’s education.  

and word problems. Please ask your 

child about IXL. This is a great math  

resource with all of the skills for 4th 

grade. IXL can be accessed through      

V-Portal or as an app on a smartphone 

or tablet. Fourth graders are learning all 

about Florida’s history, geology and  

government. This quarter we will be 

learning about Native American tribes. 

Science has been fun! Students are  

familiar with the scientific method and 

have been designing experiments. We 

are also finishing our unit that covers 

It’s hard to believe that we have started 

our 2nd quarter of 4th grade! Our students 

have been working very hard in all of their 

academic areas. In ELA students have 

been writing opinion and informational 

text pieces, learning about point of view, 

text features and inferencing to name a 

few. In math, students are learning      

multi-digit multiplication using many    

different models such as the box method, 

arrays, decomposition and partial product 

method. They will be learning multiple 

strategies to use with division equations 

house. Both experiences 
brought social studies 
alive for students and we 
had a great time.  

Please continue to check 
your child’s grades online 
and  contact teachers 
with any questions or 
concerns.  

Have a happy        
Thanksgiving!  

 



 
 

HOMEWORK: An Open Letter to Chisholm Families 

 

For several years, I have had serious professional doubts about the value of homework – what was the pay-off for 

the weekly (at times, nightly) drama that inevitably accompanies the issue of homework?  I have serious misgivings 

about the hours of class time lost as teachers engage in the homework process.  So what did I do about these 

thoughts?  I dove into educational research on the topic. 

Renowned researcher John Hattie has reviewed the results of many, many international research projects. Hattie 

was seeking to identify factors which had positive impact on children’s learning. Homework has no significant    

positive impact at all for elementary students.  

 

 To further clarify my own position, I offer the following points for your consideration: 

 Homework for primary aged children need to consist primarily of regular reading and basic math facts.  

Ideally, lots and lots of regular discussion on any items of interest that catches your family’s             

imagination has significant value to a child’s development. 

 It doesn’t matter what your child reads, as long as they get a balance of reading to you, reading with 

you, and reading for themselves. As long as kids are doing something that they are interested in, they 

will read it, enjoy it, and be all the happier and better off for it.  

  If your child has trouble with basic addition, subtraction, multiplication, division (and assuming that he 

or she is at the age and stage to tackle whichever of these is appropriate); practice math facts with 

them.  

 

In childhood, family time and after school time should be exactly that.  Encourage your child’s imagination and   

creativity.  Limit time in isolation watching TV and playing video games during the week.  Let them play. Talk with 

them. Share with them.  If families get involved in the sort of activities listed above and we continue to make    

available reading material for your children to bring home, I believe we will increase the amount of learning that will 

happen for all children. 

 

You may remember this old saying, “All work and no play, makes Jack a dull boy.” Now we know the research 

proves this to be true. 

 

Your Principal, 

Karen L. Beattie, Ed.D. 
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Chisholm Elementary 

Homework Policy 

2016-2017 
 

Kindergarten- A monthly menu of activities for students to choose from will be provided. The menu may 

be turned in at the end of the month. The day for students to turn in their HW activities will be noted on 

the daily behavior calendar that is kept in the student’s folder.  

 

First Grade- A reading log, list of the sight words, menu with activities to complete using the sight words, 

and a letter with websites families can access at home such as Raz kids and Front Row will be sent 

home. Students will return the reading log and menu when it is completed.  They will not turn in anything 

in to the teacher as the items sent home are for practice. 

 

Second Grade- Students are to read nightly and record it on their reading log which will be turned in on 

Friday. Students will always have the option to practice their reading skills through raz-kids and math 

skills through frontrowed.com.  

 

Third Grade- Students are to read nightly and practice math skills as needed. Resources for practice  

include flashcards, Raz-kids and iXL. 

 

Fourth Grade- Students are to routinely practice multiplication facts and complete the 180 days of     

reading worksheets nightly. The use of iXL for math practice is optional.  

 

Fifth Grade- Students are to read at least 20 min a night or to meet their individual reading goal. In math, 

students may have homework as an extension of what they learned in class that day. Often students will 

take notes on topics which will need to be reviewed at night as they study for upcoming assessments.  



Guidance 
Greetings from Guidance! 

 

The month of October was a busy one for Guidance – it was all about making positive choices with regard to      

lifestyle, relationships and education. 

 

We ended the month with Red Ribbon Week, a celebration of “Paws-itive” Choices.  The week’s activities included 

signing the pledge to be drug-free.  Because we “mustache you not to do drugs” everyone wore a mustache on 

Tuesday. Wednesday was our first, P.A.W.S. – Positive Acts of Wildcat Service.  To demonstrate 

our commitment to making positive choices, we collected pet food and towels for the S.E.V.        

Humane Society.  On Thursday, we “Socked it to Drugs” with our silly socks.  Y.O.L.O. Friday – You 

Only Live Once, gave us an opportunity to dress for success in life and work; we wore the costume 

representing our career choice.                                             

 

November is all about having an Attitude of Gratitude!  We have so much to be thankful for in 

our lives; please encourage your student (s) to look for and appreciate all that is good and positive in their life.  This 

would be a good time to start a “Gratitude Journal” – before going to bed, jot down 3 moments of gratitude from your day.  

The second P.A.W.S. will take place on Nov. 9thth when we celebrate our nation’s military veterans.  We invite our students,      

families and all veterans to come out for a musical Salute to Veterans.  Students will be making Veterans Day cards for veterans  

in local nursing and rehabilitation facilities.     

 

December is about Community Service – we’ll P.A.W.S. to collect canned food for our annual food 

drive – “Team Up Against Hunger!”  December 9th to benefit the Gifts of Love Food Pantry; don’t forget 

to wear your favorite Team Tee! 

 

Join us!  Grandparents as Parents = G.A.P.  

Circumstances often create an opportunity to become more involved in the lives of grandchildren – often 

assisting in the parenting responsibilities; this group gathers at 8:30 AM for coffee and conversation on the second Tuesday of each 

month in the Guidance classroom. Mark your calendar: Nov. 8th, Dec. 13th, Jan. 10th, Feb. 14th, Mar. 21st, April 11th, and May 

9th.  Call me at 424-2540 (6) to reserve a cup! 

 

Tis the Season 

When searching for just the right gift for the family, consider an old-fashioned board game.  Games are fun, engaging and provide a 

relaxed environment in which adults can teach and encourage children.  A family game night is also beneficial in building time with 

the family and can give a parent/guardian insight on a child’s cognitive, coping and problem-solving skills and as an added benefit – 

open the lines of communication.  This is also a good time to role play by showing good sportsmanship and congratulating the   

winner and remind everyone that the most important thing is that you were able to have fun together.  So designate a certain day 

and time for a family game night and enjoy the time you have spent together as a family.  Happy Family Days! 

P A G E  8  

 November/December:  Gratitude and Service          

 January: Emotional Health and Well-Being   

 February: Relationships 

 March: Career Exploration 

 April: Health and Safety 

 May: Celebrating Success and Pawsitive  Outcomes 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Research shows that missing 10 percent of school, or 

about 18 days, negatively affects a student’s academic 

performance.  That’s just two days a month!! 

Thank you for supporting Guidance! 

Marla DeLoach Griffin, School Counselor 
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Media News 
We are loving our media days!  

Thank you all for your support of 

our fall book fair!  

We are happy to be purchasing 

more books & additional “Maker 

Space” supplies & kits for the  

library! 

A big shout out to all the Wildcats 

who are already earning Reading 

Counts points!!! Congrats! 

School Way Café is excited to announce 

 FREE GIVEAWAYS each month! 

Once a month, a free prize will be given to each student who gets a school lunch.  

In November, we will be giving away a fun stencil ruler on November 29.   

 

In December, there will be a free picture frame magnet for every student who 
gets a lunch. 

Check our menu for these special days! 

You are welcome to come to the 

library at any time during the day to 

take “RC” tests! We love seeing 

you! 

Keep on reading, Wildcats!!! 

Gentle reminder…PLEASE take 

good care of our library books & 

remember to return them on time!  

Meal Prices 

 Student Lunches:   

Reduced: $.40 

Paid:  $2.00 

 Adults Lunches 

Breakfast:  

$1.50 

Lunch:  $ 3.25 

Mrs. McDonald & Mrs. Stewart 

School Way Cafe 

PTA News 
 November 8:  Veteran’s Day Concert 

 November 12:  Ace Gymnastics Fundraiser (11:30-12:30) 

 December 3:  NSB Parade                                             

(Lady Cats & Kitty Cats perform) 

 December 10:  Ace Gymnastics Fundraiser (11:30-12:30) 

 December 14-15:NSBHS Show Doll Holiday Show        

(Lady Cats and Kitty cats perform) 

 If you have any questions, please contact 
Chisholm PTA at: 

      Email:  ChisholmwildcatPTA@gmail.com. 

Website:  www.NSBChisholmPTA.com 

Facebook:  Chisholm Elementary PTA 

Thank you for your Support! 

Extended Day 
Registration and Tuition fees are due at time of enrollment to guarantee your child’s spot in the 

program.  We accept cash or checks made payable to Chisholm Elementary. 

Contact:  Mrs. Haldi, EDEP Facilitator for more information at :              

386-424-2540, ext. 34709 

 

*** Reduced fees available to those who qualify-based on Free or       

Reduced Lunch Status*** 

Congratulations Mrs. Haldi 
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Music News 

Salute to Veterans: Chisholm Elementary School is hosting a Veterans Day Concert on   

Wednesday, November 9th   at 6:00 p.m. The concert will follow the PTA meeting at 5:00 p.m.   

Our third graders are performing, along with students from Coronado Beach Elementary and 

Read-Pattillo Elementary. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Daytona Beach Symphony Series: Our students have an opportunity this year to attend a    

concert sponsored by the Daytona Beach Symphony Society. The YES! (Youth Experiencing 

Symphony) Program enables Volusia County School District Students to experience world-class, 

live, professional musical performances. The concerts will be held at the Peabody Auditorium in 

Daytona Beach. There is no cost for the students and transportation is provided. Please contact 

Miss Lanier for more information. 

Recorders For Sale: Recorders are available for purchase from Miss Lanier. 

They are $6.00 and include the Recorder Karate booklet. 

Art News 

Ms. Tappan 

Ms. Lanier 

Welcome to Art! 

K-1 =Kandinsky! K & 1st did a great job getting to know (and pronounce) 

their artist, Wassily Kandinsky, a Russian  BauHaus artist who used simple shapes and lines 

to create abstract art works! Students learned painting skills, what concentric shapes are and 

how to use a ruler to draw straight lines. Great job everyone!  

2-3 = Joan Miro! This past quarter, we’ve been studying Joan Miro, a surrealist painter from 

Barcelona. Bright colors, bold lines & organic shapes rule his world! We had a lot of fun     

creating paint washes and inventing new strange people!  

4-5 = Georgia O’Keeffe! 4th & 5th really got into this woman’s work, creating up close       

drawings of shells and flowers (making them very abstract) and imagining strange 

“dreamscapes.” We learned how fun and messy chalk can be and how to use a very cool   

stenciling technique.  

Wildcat Wednesday: During one quarter of the year, you may hear your student talk about 

Wildcat Day. This is because they currently have Art twice a week for that grading period! WD 

is a day in which students 3-5 can explore their own individual or group ideas for an art project! 

K-2 will use this bonus time to experiment with new art making tools, writing with Art & Art  

centers. It’s our day to be extra creative & WILD!   

Work of heART Art Club: Our Art Club for 4th and 5th has begun! Every year, it becomes more 

and more popular, so selecting young artists to join is a tough task. I wish every child who 

wants to join could, but it just doesn’t work out that way! Luckily, we are one of the few       

elementary schools who offer SO many FREE clubs afterschool. I hope everyone will consider 

becoming a PTA member, as they are the only reason we can offer these clubs!  

Media News 
We are loving our media days!  

Thank you all for your support of 
our fall book fair!  

We are happy to be purchasing 
more books & additional “Maker 
Space” supplies & kits for the   
library! 

A big shout out to all the Wildcats 
who are already earning Reading 
Counts 
points!!!  

Congrats! 

You are welcome to come to the 
library at any time during the day 
to take “RC” tests! We love seeing 
you! 

Keep on reading, Wildcats!!! 

Gentle reminder…PLEASE take 
good care of our library books & 
remember to return them on time!      

 
 

Ms. McDonald & Mrs. Stewart 
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October was a blast for us!  We danced in the Showdoll Halloween Show October 19th and 20th.  We performed Pep Rally, which 

was so much fun!  The Lady Cat “Dance the Night Away” fundraiser was October 28th from  5:30-7:30 and was a huge success!  

Thanks to all those who supported your PTA and dance team and came to have fun!   

 

Lady Cats & Kitty Cats will march in the New Smyrna Beach Christmas Parade Saturday December 3rd and are looking forward 

to having a fantastic time!  We will walk down Flagler Ave., over the drawbridge, down Riverside Dr. and turned on Canal Street 

ending at Orange Ave. and Canal St.  What a great time we will have marching and representing our school.  Momma Cats & 

Mancats be ready to walk with us if you can to help keep additional eyes on the girls. 

 

Also, Lady Cats & Kitty Cats will perform in the annual Showdoll Christmas Spectacular on December 14th and 15th, showcasing 

our newest routines.  Thank you Coach Savannah Meiring for letting us participate in such a   wonderful show!  For those of you 

that don’t already know, Ms. Savannah is second generation coach because her mom Kelly Conway is the original coach of the 

National Champion Showdolls, also my former coach!  Our community is very lucky to have her take the reins and lead the  

Showdolls!  

 

Huge thanks to Miss Maime, Miss Kimmie and Coach Jen, our assistant coaches, who we love dearly and appreciate all your 

help.  These girls share their time with us on Tuesdays aside from college courses, work, and high school.  Your choreography 

expertise is much appreciated!   

Lady Cats 
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Odyssey of the Mind is in full swing with all three teams working diligently on solving their  long-term 

problems. Students attended a spontaneous problems solving workshop in Orlando and gained        

valuable experience that will help them to be successful in competitions.  

We are fundraising to help cover the cost of materials and registration fees for our regional competition in February. One of 

our fundraisers is Chisholm Wildcats car magnets. Magnets can be purchased from Mrs. Reheiser or Mrs. Ditslear or any 

Odyssey of the Mind team member after October 26th  and are $5.00. Magnets can be pre-ordered with the form that was 

sent home with students 

Odyssey of the Mind with be partnering with PTA on December 9th to provide a Parents Night Out to the Chisholm          

community.  This is a great opportunity for parents to get some holiday shopping done or enjoy an evening out, so save the 

date! 

Chisholm Odyssey of the Mind would like to thank the Futures Foundation and Duke Energy for funding a grant request for 

our Odyssey of the Mind teams! Your support is greatly appreciated! 

Don’t forget to take some time to be creative! 

Odyssey of the Mind 



557 Ronnoc Lane  

New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168 

Phone (386) 424-2540 

Fax (386) 424-2500 
Chisholm LOVES Volunteers 

If your are interested  

In volunteering please 

 contact Sue Jones at  

386-424-2540. 
 
 

Chisholm Elementary would like 

to give a big Wildcat Thank You 

to all our Volunteers and      

Business Partners. 

Kona Ice Truck 
 

1st Tuesday of the 
Month 

 

Costs:  $3, $4, or $5 
 

Portion of the proceeds will 

School attendance is crucial to success 
in school.  Help make school a positive 
experience; as your child leaves for 
school, wish them a good day at school.  
At the end of the day, ask them to tell 
you something “good” that happened at 
school.  Students, prepare for school the 
night before. Put book bag, uniform, 
shoes and any papers needing parent 
signatures in position for the next day.  
Get to bed early and have breakfast  
before you start class. Don’t forget 
school breakfast is free to all students.  
Be on time for school – school starts at 
7:50 AM! 


