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Dates At A Glance 

 March 16………………RUN-A-THON 

 March 17………...Spring Break Begins 

                             *End of Day 

 March 18…………...Teacher Duty Day 

 March 28……………..Classes Resume 

 April 26-28…………….Parent to Kids  

 April 28………..Artist Trading Card &          

   Silent Auction 

 April 29……….RUN-A-THON Awards 

 April 29-May 6……..Spring Book Fair 

 May 2-6…...Kindergarten Registration 

Early Release Dates 

March 2, 9, 16, 30 

April  2 

Ch i sholm E l ementa ry                                                    

We are entering the “fourth turn” and heading to 

the “finish line” for the 2015-2016 school year!  It 

has been an amazing year of learning and growing 

for everyone.  Our engaging classes provide each student with the opportunities  

specifically designed to promote their accomplishment of the Florida Standards 

during this important formative time in their lives. 

 

As soon as we get back from Spring Break our third, fourth and fifth graders 

will be taking the Florida State Assessments.  A good night’s sleep, breakfast 

and being on time is important to a student’s success.  Our cafeteria is open at 

7:20 each morning and is providing a free breakfast to all students.  Please help 

us reinforce to our students that these tests are an opportunity for them to 

“SHOW WHAT YOU KNOW” and they should focus on doing their best and 

not being nervous. 

 

The month of May will be very busy with many special events.  Watch out for 

flyers and listen for those ConnectEd messages so that your children and you 

will be informed.  Additionally, during the month of May our teachers will be 

meeting to determine which students may need to participate in academic   

summer programs to fill gaps in their learning and ensure they are ready for the 

next school year.  Parents will receive conference invitations regarding these 

programs if their child is recommended to attend. 

 

On behalf of the Chisholm Wildcat team, I wish each of you a safe, healthy and 

fun Spring Break! 

 

 

 
 

Karen L. Beattie, Ed.D. 

Principal 

Chisholm Elementary School 

 

Where we...Learn, Grow, and  Succeed! 

Do You 

Know What’s  

Happening? 

See School Way Café News 

for details... 
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Second Grade News:  

Kindergarteners have been having fun and working extra hard this quarter. We are so   

impressed with their ability to read about, discuss, and write about new topics. Their    

favorite topic to explore in reading and science recently is animals. They are learning so 

many new things! In math, students are becoming experts on teen numbers. They can 

compose and decompose teen numbers and  represent them in many ways. Also, we had another field trip in 

March! This time students visited the police station and the fire station. They loved it! We are so proud of 

all their growth so far and look forward to seeing them reach their potential over the next couple months.    

We are hard at work in the second grade!  We have learned about measurement, money, and time in 

Math.  You can help your child by letting them add up small amounts in the grocery store or count 

out change to the cashier.  Students are working on time with an analogue clock, not digital, 

so quiz your child throughout the day with “What time is it?”  We have wrapped up our 

Force and Motion in Science and will be moving on to the Human Body.  Students will enjoy 

learning about bones and muscles in our body. Our students are reading informational texts 

about colonial America and immigration.  Remind your child to read every night and ask 

them about the  beginning, middle, and end.  This will help with 

their comprehension.  We hope you have a safe and wonderful 

Kindergar ten News:  

First Grade News: 

Beverly,  Evans, LeBlanc and Ludtka 

Here in first grade we are happy to announce that were are 120 days 

smarter. Students were able to take part in celebrating the 120th day 

of school by dressing as the elderly. For one of our learning targets 

in math students are working on adding and subtracting multiples of 

10. Students counted by 10s to make a 120th day 

snack. Before  enjoying their snacks students had 

to add or subtract using there groups of 10. As the 

year will soon be ending continue to work at home 

on learning sight words and reading independently.           

Encourage your child to retell what they have read 

in order to enhance comprehension.  

 Bowe, Crandall, Dixon, Goodknecht and Griffith 

Grant, Navarro, Roof  and Weeks 

BEGINNING 

FEBRUARY 

29TH… 

See School Way Café News 

for details... 
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January 2016 

 

Chisholm Parents and Families:  

 

Bring Your Own Technology, BYOT, is a unique opportunity for students to further develop skills using 

technology in their learning.   As we begin third quarter, BYOT will be used in our classrooms.  Please 

review the following information about this program: 
 

Bringing Personal Devices to School 

All classrooms will follow the same procedures regarding the storage and use of personal devices (phones, 

iPads, and computers).  Each morning students will check their devices into the teacher who has identified 

a secure location for storage.  When needed for instructional purposes, the teacher will allow students to 

access their device for the learning activity and then return the device to storage.  At the end of the day, 

students will be directed to retrieve their devices prior to dismissal.  Students are not permitted to carry 

their device on their person throughout the day.  Students without personal devices will be provided school 

devices to use for learning activities. 
 

Responsibility for Personal Devices 

Students are responsible for their devices.  Please do not allow your child to bring a device to school if you 

do not believe them to be responsible enough to handle them. In other words, if a child cannot keep track 

of a lunch box, backpack or jacket bringing a personal device is probably not a good idea. It is strongly 

suggested that devices are labeled with the student’s full name.  A permanent marker is the best way to do 

so.  Chisholm Elementary will not be held responsible for lost, theft or damage of any personal device. 
 

Use of Personal Devices for Learning 

Teachers will determine when student access to devices is appropriate.  Students will be held accountable 

for using the devices only as instructed by the teacher.  Inappropriate use of the devices will result in     

disciplinary consequences. 

First Offense – Teacher Warning, possible parent contact 

Second Offense – Device goes into “Time Out Box” and parent is contacted by teacher 

Third Offense – Device is given to administration, student receives a referral and                  

administration contacts parent. 

 

Photography, Video Recording, & Social Networks  

Students are not allowed to post photos or videos taken on devices to the Internet, including social        

networking sites. Students should use good judgment when using not only their own devices within the 

BYOT but school devices as well. 

 
 

Welcome to BYOT. Thank you for your support.  We hope your student enjoys this unique learning      

opportunity.  
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Fifth Grade News: 

Four th Grade News:  

Third grade is gearing up for FSA!  We have been reviewing all of the standards we have learned 

from the beginning of the year.  You can help your child be prepared on testing days by arriving on 

time, well-rested, and eating a good breakfast.  There is a practice test available and information on 

the website www.fsassessments.org.   

In class, we are working on higher order thinking skills in every subject area.  In math, we are      

exploring intervals of time and quadrilaterals.  In science, we are classifying plants and animals.  In 

social studies, we are exploring North America. 

We are very excited about our school Run-a-thon!  Thanks for all of your support! 

sending home math practice for the FSA over Spring 

break and students are strongly encouraged to work 

through the problems. Students should also be practicing 

their multiplication facts daily.  Encourage your child to 

read daily and use the variety of apps that are available 

for extra practice on V-Portal. The next few weeks are 

packed with important events: Run-a-thon, Career Fair 

and FSA testing begins March 31st.  

Congratulations to several fourth graders 

on their recent achievements. Viviana 

Pacini, Dushuna Stephens, Gabriel 

Brown and Cameron Smith all competed 

in the Odyssey of the Mind Regional 

Competition in Orlando on February 27th. Ari Stawniak and 

Leiah Murray received a Superior Rosette for a group      

performance about Galileo at the Volusia County Social 

Studies Fair. Way to go! Recently, we wrapped up our DBQ 

unit about St. Augustine and the significance in Florida  

history. Please look for upcoming information regarding our 

learning expedition to St. Augustine this May. Teachers are 

Third Grade News: 

Brown, Daughtry, Frey, and Miller 

Ciaramella, Dill, Ditslear and Johnson 

Fifth graders are gearing up for testing & working hard to show what they know! Please send them to school ready to do 

their best by getting lots of rest, a great breakfast (free breakfast in the café!) and with an encouraging word. 
  

We have a field trip to the Museum of Arts & Sciences on May 6th.  
 

We have lots of fun end of the year events planned for our 5th graders as they head off to the middle school such as…  

                                                                    

Hopkins, McDonald, Reheiser and Vogel 

*DARE graduation 

*End of the year awards to celebrate success! 

*Last walk around campus “parade” 

*Ice cream social  

*Water/field day 

*Luncheon and dance with door prizes 

& surprises! 

Look for more info & details coming home soon! 
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Congratulations to all of the Chisholm Elementary 3rd – 5th grade members of the Odyssey of the Mind teams who 

participated along with another 150 teams in the Regional Tournament in Orlando at the Magic Center on Saturday, 

February 27th.    

The 5th grade team, made up of Serenity Skinner, Alize Cardot, Zoe Metchick, Madelyn Schneider, Janna Bradley 

and Matthew Melanson, earned 1st place with a combination technical and performance problem entitled, Something 

Fishy.   

The 4th and 5th grade team,  comprised of Jazmyn Bielecki, Zoe Metchick, Gracelynn Green, Olivia Babari, Cameron 

Smith, and Gabriel Brown, took 3rd place with Fins, Furs, and Friends – a performance problem.  Members of the 3rd 

and 4th grade team, (Keegan Osterman, Eden Broomall, Junea Anoulack, Savannah Keeter, Viviana Pacini and 

Dushuna Stephens) placed 7th with a performance piece based on the classic, Aesop’s Fables – Aesop Gone Viral.   

Team coaches are Julie Reheiser, 3rd /4th grade team and 5th grade team and Elizabeth Ditslear, 4th /5th grade team. 

Chisholm Elementary Wildcats Place and Win in  

Odyssey of the Mind Regional Competition! 



We are Wildcats -  we are Prepared, Prompt, Positive, Productive and Polite!  The 5 “P’s” fuel our Energy Bus and keep us  

moving on the road to success! 

 

March finds our 3rd – 5th graders preparing for the upcoming FSA; they’ve studied and they know what they need to know to do 

their best on the test! 

 

To help your child do well on tests… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Test taking can be very stressful.  Please try to maintain a calm, positive and supportive atmosphere and encourage your student 

to simply do their very best on the test. 

Guidance lessons for the months of March and April will focus on Test stress and Relaxation as well as Taking Care of Me.      

In April, letters will be sent home with our 5th graders to request parent permission for participation in the annual Always    

Changing program to discuss physical changes brought about by adolescence.   

 

March 17th is our annual Career Fair for 4th and 5th graders. 

 

Does your child know how to swim?  A limited number of scholarships are being offered for our students.   Lessons will be held 

at the  Southeast Volusia Y.M.C.A.  for two weeks in May (Monday – Thursday) after school from 2:00 – 3:45.  Transportation 

will be provided by the Y.M.C.A.  If you are interested in learning more, please call Marla Griffin in Guidance 424-2540 #6. 

 

Grandparents as Parents – G.A.P. continues to meet on the second Tuesday of the month in the Guidance classroom from      

8:30 – 9:30.  Join us for coffee, conversation and support.  Community Resource Coordinator, Donna Banks, was our guest in 

March and she shared much needed and very helpful information.  We will meet again on April 12th and May 10th.  

 

Thank you for supporting Guidance! 

Marla DeLoach Griffin 

School Counselor     

Guidance 
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 Be PREPARED: 

Make sure they get a good night’s sleep before every test. 

Provide  a healthy breakfast on test day. 

 Be PROMPT: 

Have them dress comfortably and arrive at school on time. 

 Be POSITIVE: 

Send them off to school with confidence.  Tell them, “You’ll do great!”, “I believe in you!” and “I love 

you”. 

 Be PRODUCTIVE: 

Remind your child to read the directions carefully and look at all of the answers before choosing one. 

 Be POLITE: 

Please avoid scheduling dental / medical exams or early pick-ups on testing days. 
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Chisholm Wildcats making a pledge to be KIND.  

I pledge to be kind, caring and positive in all that I say and do. I will 

do my best to inspire  others to make the world a kinder place. 



Music News 
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Ar t News 

Welcome to Art! 

K-5 – All About ME! Our final quarter will be spent in quiet self-reflection…just      

kidding! Although we will be creating many reflective and self-awareness based        

projects, I doubt it will be quiet! This is our final quarter and these young artists are 

ready to really shine! Using the skills we have learned over the year, students will focus 

on themselves as the “Artist of the Quarter” instead of an already well known artist. I 

can’t wait to see what they will come up with!  

 

Wildcat Wednesday: During one quarter of the year, you may hear your student talk 

about Wildcat Wednesday. This is because they currently have Art twice a week for that grading period! WW is a day in which 

students 3-4 can explore their own individual or group ideas for an art project! K-2 will use this bonus time to experiment with 

new art making tools, writing with Art & Art centers. It’s our day to be extra creative & WILD!   

 

Silver Graphics Fundraiser: A form showcasing the Silver Graphics items for purchase should have  

already made it home.  Students have been working hard on their projects and I will be mailing them off 

next week. In April, each student will receive an individualized order form. Ordering a product is      

absolutely  voluntary! I believe the prices range from $6 to about $35 and a portion of the proceeds will 

come right back to Chisholm. This has been a tradition at our school for many years and I love that you 

can have a keepsake to cherish for years to come!   

 

Artist Trading Card Night:  Mark your calendars! Our next ATC night and Art Club Silent Auction will be on April 28th, from 

5:30-7:00pm.  More info to come!  

Tappan 

 

 

 

When: THURSDAY, June 2nd, 2016 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Where: Chisholm Elementary School Gym 

  

Third, Fourth and Fifth grade will present Dare to Dream, a music program on Thursday, June 2nd at 6:30 p.m. in 

the gym for friends and family. They will also perform for the student body on Thursday, June 2nd at 8:30 a.m. We 

would like to invite everyone to come and attend the evening concert. 

 Thank you, 

Miss Lanier 

Chisholm Elementary Music Teacher 

Lanier 
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You are invited to attend the Parent-to-Kids literacy program at 

Chisholm Elementary on April 26, 27, 28 and May 3, 5 from 

5:30-7:30.  

Parents-to-Kids is a five session program designed to help parents 

of K-2 and 3-5 students develop their child’s reading skills. 

Please contact Mrs. Norman at 386-424-2540 if you are interested 

in this program. We look forward to hearing from you!  

Y ou ’ re  In v i ted  

Media News 

Serenity Skinner 

Madelyn Schneider 

Raj Patel 

O’Cyrus Dickey 

Cydney Hesselton 

Mrs. Hayward  

Mrs. Stewart 

                  2016 VPK Program 

 Register Your Child Now 

 VPK Program:  June 13-August 4th (Mon.-Thurs.) 

 Indian River Elementary 

 Child must be 5 years old on or before September 1, 2016 

 Valid 2015/2016 Certificate of Eligibility from Early Learning Coalition 



School Way Cafe 
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Lady Cats and Kitty Cats are preparing for their annual Spring Fling Thursday May 26th 

at Chisholm Elementary.  The show will be at 9AM and 6 PM.  We are showcasing 

Chisholm talent and sharing new routines within a Hip Hop themed show.  Man-cats will 

have practice every Tuesday at 5:15 in May for their performance.   
 

We had a very successful Lady Cat Night at McKenna’s Monday February 1st!  Thanks to 

all those who baked goods, came out and ate dinner, purchased carry out or just made a 

donation!  We really appreciate your support!  Our next Lady Cat night is Monday August 8th in the 2016-2017 school 

year.   
 

Miss Maime and Miss Kimmie are a tremendous help each week in cleaning routines, helping to choreograph and show 

preparation.  We are very thankful that they donate their time between work and school to join us each Tuesday.     

Congrats to Miss Kimmie for entering into the EMT program and her work at the hospital!  Thanks for being such a 

wonderful role model for these girls! 
 

Upcoming performances include the Showdoll Spring Fling Thursday May 14th and Relay for Life performance Friday 

April 22nd.  More details for these performances are forthcoming.  LC and KK parents please continue to check the 

monthly calendars that go home the first practice of the month.  
  

Yours in Dance,  

Mrs. Dill  

Lady Cat News     Dill 

FREE 

BREAKFAST 

FOR ALL!!! 

 

Breakfast Served  

7:20-7:45 A.M. 

Ends April 29th 

Do You 

Know What’s  

Happening? 

BEGINNING 

FEBRUARY 

29TH… 
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Extended Day News:   

With Summer right around the corner make sure you are prepared by signing your student (s) up for Summer Camp 

at one of the VCSB Summer Programs!  

Space is Limited! Registration starts March 14th, 2016 at the following 

school : 

Chisholm Elementary would like to give a big  

WILDCAT THANK YOU  

To our Business Partners 

And Volunteers 

 South Daytona 

 Spirit 

 Spruce Creek 

 Sugar Mill 

 Sunrise 

 Timbercrest 

 Woodward 

 Deltona Lakes 

 Forest Lake 

 Freedom 

 Indian River 

 Osteen 

 Pine Trail 

 Port Orange 

Summer Camps Run through Monday, 6/13/16 – Friday, 8/5/16. Please be sure to call the school you are interested in for more 

information. 



We’re A Box 
Tops School!  

 

 
Visit our website at: 

http://myvolusiaschools.org 

Click on Schools Tab 

Click on Chisholm  

Elementary 

From Left:  Tammy Ciaramella (Science) and 

Trish Johnson (Math) for being chosen Volusia 

County Elementary S.T.E.M. Teacher of the 

Year.  S.T.E.M. is an acronym for Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math.  Jennifer 

Grant was Chisholm’s nominee for Teacher of 

the Year and Marla DeLoach Griffin was 

named Volusia County Schools Elementary 

School Counselor of the Year by the Volusia 

School Counseling Association. 

Congratulations to Brooke Frey, winner of the Chisholm Elementary Spelling Bee 2015-16!  Also a big 

congratulation to our runner up, Hannah Harding and to all our Wildcats for an outstanding job.  

Volusia County Schools Superintendent, Tom Russell stopped by to congratulate 

Chisholm Elementary teachers on their recent accomplishments. 


