CALENDAR OF EVENTS
V O L U M E
OCT. 22-26

NOV. 6

RED RIBBON
WEEK

PICTURE RETAKES

NOV. 12

VETERANS DAY
NO SCHOOL

NOV. 19NOV.26
DEC. 20

THANKSGIVING
BREAK
STUDENT HOLIDAY

DEC. 21-

WINTER BREAK

JAN.7
JAN.21

MARTIN LUTHER
KING BIRTHDAY
NO SCHOOL

EARLY RELEASE DAYS

Oct. 24, 31
Nov. 7, 14, 28
Dec. 5, 12, 19
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From the Principal
Our district’s theme this year is “All In.” Our entire faculty and staff have made a
commitment this year to go all in and do whatever possible to increase student
achievement for all kiddos. To this end, every teacher, administrator, office specialist
and cafeteria worker has taken on one or more of our students who have struggled
academically or behavior-wise and will meet with them regularly. Chisholm has a
tradition of excellence. A tradition of excellence happens because our students and
families, parents and administrators as well as our business partners and community
work together. Yes, we will have another year of excellence in education at Chisholm..
Did you know we regained our Title 1 funding this year? We did. Title 1 funding is
determined by the number of students on free/reduced lunch. We were the last school
to make the cut! If we want to continue to be a Title 1 school it is imperative that we
get all families to complete a free/reduced lunch form. Two years ago we were short
just a few applications but those were the difference between approximately 90,000
additional dollars, as well as Title 1 technology! Please, please, please complete a free/
reduced lunch form – even if you don’t think you will qualify or use it – it could be the
difference between us getting Title 1 funding next year or not. Mrs. Merklin, in the
main office, is our Parent Liaison and she would be happy to assist you with this process
should you need help or have questions.
Chisholm now has the Cool Cat of the Week program (which is addition to our Wildcat
of the Week program). We’ve also started a Positive Referral program. Now students
can receive positive referrals for exceptionally good behavior! We want our focus to be
more on the students doing right!
Please know that I am a proud product of Volusia County Schools and am honored to be
Principal of Chisholm Elementary. If there is ever a need for my assistance, please feel
free to contact me.

Respectfully,
Craig Zablo - Principal
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Prokop
The 2018-19 school year is off and running. Our students are growing in knowledge and friendships every day.
I want to thank you all for the smooth beginning of the school year. We have had many changes to our arrival and
dismissal patterns and our students, parents, and teachers have been flexible and gracious in helping every
student arrive and leave our school safely.
Construction on the new campus is going smoothly and we see the new structures growing and changing on a
daily basis. We continue to work closely with the district and the construction team to ensure that students daily
transitions and academics are not negatively affected by construction.
Parents, teacher, and students all share in the responsibility of a child’s education. Please help support us by
asking your students about their day. Questions should elicit more than one word responses and encourage
students to share things that they learned or struggled with. We appreciate and need your support in ensuring our
students success.
If you have not already done so yet please follow us on Facebook and Twitter. We work to share information and
student/school success daily. Last, please know that our doors are always open and we look forward to working
closely with you to provide the a positive learning experience for your child.

Safety and Security
My name is Paul, and I am Chisholm Elementary ‘s School Guardian.
My work experience is in law enforcement, healthcare, business and
as a father to my 7-year-old son (my most important job!)
I’m honored to have the responsibility of protecting your children and
their wonderful staff. Some of my duties are managing the perimeter of the school, looking out for
anything suspicious and ensuing the safety of this campus.
I’ve had a chance to meet all of the students, and I'm enjoying building relationships centered on trust
and giving encouragement. It’s important to me that all of our students do well in school! I’m thankful
for this opportunity; ensuring our children’s safety is an honor and a privilege.
Paul Weiker
Chisholm School Guardian
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Kindergarten
In ELA (Reading/Language Arts/ Social Studies) we are asking and answering questions about key details
in a text.
In Writing we are drawing and writing about rules, laws, and being a good citizen.
In Math we are reading and writing numbers and representing a number of objects with a written
numeral. We are also learning how to sort objects into categories.
In Science we are exploring our 5 senses
Homework- Practice reading uppercase and lowercase letters and sounds in random order (for example:
h n y u a f) or (Q B L G) and counting 1-20.
Thank you for all of your support,
The Kindergarten Team
Miss Beverly, Mrs. Evans, and Ms. LeBlanc

First Grade
It's been a great start to the school year. First grade has been adjusting well
and settling into our classroom routines. Please make sure you are plugged
into ClassDojo or Seesaw (depending on what your child's teacher uses in
class) to keep up with what is going on in your child's class.
Make sure your child is reading nightly and doing their Homework Bingo to
receive classroom incentives.

We have planted mangroves outside the portable area to observe them
grow throughout the school year.
We enjoyed seeing all the families that came to open house, thank you for
supporting 1st grade!
Miss Ahlgren, Miss Bowe, Miss Dixon, Mrs. Norman
First Grade Teachers
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Second Grade
Second grade is off to a great start! We have learned about rules, safety and the Constitution in language arts.
In math, we have added and subtracted to 100 and are now working on measurement. We have learned about
scientists and the practice of science. We are very excited to begin our unit on rocks. We met Mrs. M. from
Green Flamingo Farms. She will be helping us with our gardens this year. We have planted in our gardens twice
so far. We have beans, radishes, swiss chard and dinosaur kale. When they are ready to harvest, we will taste
them all and plant other varieties of vegetables. Thank you to everyone who donated soil to help us get started.
We greatly appreciate it! Along with planting, we are learning how to make compost and the best seeds to plant
in each season. Please continue to check homework folders and read nightly for 20 minutes. We look forward to
a great year!
Second Grade Team
Mrs. Navarro, Mrs. Roof, Miss Vogel, Ms. Goodknecht

Third Grade
Writing- Third graders are working diligently on researching facts about why red mangroves are
important to our local environment. They will soon be prepared to write their first informative report using
that information.
Science- We have been learning interesting information about the stars and our sun. We have already
done a few experiments, including one about gravity! Students are making connections between science
and their everyday lives, math and reading!

Math- Students finished their introduction to multiplication and division, and are now working on area.
Reading- We just finished main idea and key details along with asking and answering questions. We are
working on fables and character traits currently.
Mrs. Daughtry, Mrs. Frey, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Grant
Third Grade Teachers
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Fourth Grade
Your 4th grade teachers are thrilled to welcome you and your families back to Chisholm as we have
had a fantastic start to the 2018-2019 school year. We are working together daily to meet your
child’s academic needs in each subject area. Math skills include but are not limited to exploring
multiples and factors, understanding prime and composite numbers, multi-digit multiplication and
using a variety of strategies to solve multiplication and division. We also have a daily math review followed
by Number Talks. Science skills entail an Introduction to Science, Seasonal Changes, Constellations, and the
movements of the Earth and Moon. All 4th grade classes are interacting daily through Seesaw, where we
discuss digital learning at home, post pictures of academics in the classroom, share photos of anchor charts,
problem solving strategies and more! In addition, Mrs. Ross’s class is also using DOJO for daily behavior so
please download and use the app if you have not already! Currently, all classes are reading novels: Mrs. Ross’s
class is reading Judy Blume’s Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, Mrs. Dill’s Class is reading Otherwise Known as
Sheila the Great, Miss Kott’s class is reading Because of Winn Dixie, and Mrs. Gilmer’s and Mrs. Myers’ classes
are reading Holes. Students have reviewed summarizing, dug for facts and opinions, made personal
connections to the text, and will have culminating projects to complete at the end of the novel study. Please
encourage your child to check over with you their weekly graded assignments and classwork that is sent home
each week (in some classes on Fridays). This is a wonderful way to check the progress of your fourth grader as
we progress through the first quarter. Grades are updated multiple times weekly, so parents and students will
always be aware of their academic progress. Mark your calendars for March 13, 2019 as your 4th grade team
has scheduled the learning expedition to St. Augustine! Keep a close eye out for permission slips as they will
be coming home soon!
Mrs. Myers, Mrs. Ross, Mrs. Gilmer, Mrs. Dill, Miss Kott
Fourth Grade Teachers

Fifth Grade
Fifth graders are busy, busy, busy! In math, students have been using Zearn and IXL at home to reinforce
concepts of volume and place value in decimals. Reading counts is in full swing and our students are both
eager and competitive this year. Please encourage your child to check out books that are Sunshine State
Award Winners. In social studies, students are learning about the geography of the USA and the Constitution.
Science is off to a great start with lots of hands-on investigations and content about the solar system. Please
be sure to read through the student guide for the science expo as well as the timeline. Fifth graders have DARE
class each week and are learning so much from Officer Mongosa from the New Smyrna Beach Police
Department. Look for information this fall regarding DARE graduation. We look forward to a great year!
Mrs. Ditslear, Mrs. Recinos, Mrs. Schwartz, Mrs. Ciaramella
Fifth Grade Teachers
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My School Bucks

Odyssey of the Mind
Odyssey of the Mind is selling Boo Grams! Boo Grams will
be on sale for $1 in the cafeteria, office or from any
Odyssey of the Mind member. Boo Grams are a spooky
and fun treat for your friends and family!
Proceeds benefit Chisholm’s Odyssey of the Mind Team.
Boo Grams will be delivered to your classroom on
Wednesday, October 31st.
Happy Halloween and thank you for
supporting Odyssey of the Mind!
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Guidance
Greetings from Guidance!
As Chisholm Wildcats celebrate Fall and the browning of our palm trees, the temps dipping into the 80’s and the
scent of teachers’ pumpkin spice lattes, we also look forward to R.R.W., S.E.L., and P.A.W.S. for a Cause and G.A.P.
Red Ribbon Week: October 22 – 26
Chisholm’s theme is: Building Brighter Futures with Positive Choices






Monday: We begin the week with a door decorating contest.
Tuesday: Wear your “Thinking Caps” and remember, “Smarties make smart choices
Bully Free and Drug Free”
Wednesday: Everybody wears RED!
Thursday: Throw-back Thursday! Each class will choose a decade and dress accordingly. They will discuss
positive contributions made during that period in time and the possibilities for future contributions.
Friday: Wear your Wildcat whiskers and tees as we P.A.W.S. for the Cause. We will be collecting pet food
and clean, used towels for the SEV Humane Society.

S.E.L. – Social and Emotional Learning involves processes through which students are encouraged to develop fundamental emotional and social competencies to understand and manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals,
feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive relationships and make responsible decisions –
all essential skill for school, work and life! S.E.L. will be delivered in the classroom and in Guidance through
Sanford Harmony curriculum. It is as easy as asking thought-provoking questions and respectfully acknowledging
individual opinions. It can be as involved as reading and responding to a culturally significant issue, “How do we
address a specific need?”
One answer:
P.A.W.S. for a Cause – Positive Acts of Wildcat Service. We will make two positive school-wide gestures per
semester. This semester, we will assist the SEV Humane Society and the second on December 7th, when we
“Team Up Against Hunger” and collect canned food for the Gifts of Love food pantry.
G.A.P. (Grandparents As Parents), a support group for grandparents raising grandchildren meets for coffee and
conversation on the second Tuesday of each month from 8:30 – 9:30 AM in the Chisholm Guidance Classroom. All
G.A.P. from S.E.V. are invited to join us. 2018-19 meetings are scheduled for: Oct. 9, Nov. 13, Dec. 11, Jan. 08,
Feb. 12, Mar. 12, Apr. 09 and May 14.
Hi 5 provides weekend snacks for families in need. The snacks are provided by the Gifts of Love Food Pantry. Contact Marla Griffin for more information.
Kindest regards,
Marla DeLoach Griffin
School Counselor
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Media News
A BIG thank you to our Wildcat family for supporting our
fall book fair! We are happy to bring you wonderful
books as well as increase our Chisholm book collection!
*Reading Counts is up & running! Students can take RC
tests in class or in the media center. Tests can now be
taken on Ipads going through VPortal! YAY!!! Help your
child to set appropriate RC goals & let’s work together to
make it happen!
Happy reading Wildcats!

Please don’t say we are just reading…
We are:
Expanding our vocabularies
Boosting our focus & concentration
Learning empathy & understanding
Reducing stress
Growing our creativity
Sharpening our writing skills
Deepening our background knowledge
Life long learners & lovers of reading!

Music News
Quaver Music
Volusia County Schools uses a digital music curriculum called Quaver. Students can access Quaver through
VPortal. There are a variety of games, resources and music activities available to the students.
Youth Experiencing Symphony
Our students have an opportunity this year to attend a concert sponsored by the Daytona Beach Symphony
Society. The YES! (Youth Experiencing Symphony) Program enables Volusia County School District Students
to experience world-class, live, professional musical performances. The concerts are held at the Peabody
Auditorium in Daytona Beach. There is no cost for the students and transportation is provided. This program
is available to third, fourth and fifth graders.
Young People’s Concert
Our fifth-grade students have an upcoming fieldtrip on Tuesday, November 6th, 2018. They will get an
opportunity to watch the Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra perform at the Peabody Auditorium in Daytona
Beach. Also featured are performers from the Orlando Ballet and Opera Orlando. This concert is free, and
the permission slips will be sent out soon.
Miss Lanier
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Art News
Super Start in Art
The students in Art have been busy working on different elements of art. We used line and pattern to
produce cityscapes, ocean waves, abstract pieces, zoo animals, and the sun. The entire student body
also contributed to a collaborative piece using Kandinsky Concentric Circles. We have a HUGE 4 x 8
foot piece displaying all of our hard work. In the past week we studied cool and warm colors and
applied them to pieces such as sun and moon, a tree in two seasons, fall leaves, and more. This week
we have been studying the works of Pablo Picasso. Classes are making collages, musician pieces,
abstract portraits, and a piece from Picasso’s blue period. In the next few weeks students will be
producing work for our annual Silver Graphics order. These student produced art work will be
available to purchase on many different items such as coffee cups, aprons, plates, and more. The
orders will be finished and sent to arrive before the holidays.
Thank you to all my students following my art room rules : Be Cool, Be Kind, Be Creative!
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Dear Parent/Guardian,
Help us win 50,000 Bonus
Box Tops for our school!
Thanks to General Mills and
Walmart, every Walmartexclusive Box Tops
Certificate that we clip and
collect earns our school a
chance to be one of 20
winners of 50,000 Bonus
Box Tops– that’s $5000 for
our classrooms!
With your help, we can
make a

difference for our

school.
Thanks for all your hard
work and support!

557 Ronnoc Lane

If all teachers implement engaging instruction
based on the Florida Standards, THEN the emotional
intelligence and academic achievement will increase
for all students.

New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168
Phone (386) 424-2540
Fax (386) 424-2500

