CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 April 27…………………Career Day
(4th & 5th Grade)
 May 1-5…………….Teacher & Staff
Appreciation Week
 May 1…………..Volunteer/Mentors
& Business Partners
Breakfast 8:30AM
 May 4………….Lady Cat Show 6PM
 May 5…………..Run-a-thon Awards
9AM
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Wildcats Ready
Chisholm Elementary School is a very unique place for learning.
DO YOU KNOW THAT –


25% of our teachers and staff have had children attend or have their children now at Chisholm?



75% of our teachers have more than 10 years of experience in elementary school?



Ms. Rosa, principal’s secretary, has been at Chisholm 25 years?



Chisholm students consistently rank in the top 5 in VCS on State assessments?



60% of the Chisholm students are involved in at least one of the 12 after-school clubs run by
teachers?



Chisholm PTA is sponsoring all the clubs by raising funds for them?

 May 18………………..Kindergarten
Orientation
8:30-10:30AM



20% of our students are being raised by their grandparents?



4th grade students have participated in a partnership with the Marine Discovery Center?

 May 26…………Last Day of School
for Students



2nd grade students maintain vegetable gardens?



Art, music and physical education students are showcased throughout the year at community
events?



Kindergarten, first and second grade students participate in quarterly STEM project days?



Chisholm will begin construction on the new school in 2018?

 May 8-12…….Mother/Father’s Day
Shop
 May 11…………… Music Program
6:30PM
 May 12…………………..$1 Hat Day
 May 16…………………...5th Grade
Awards + Dance
6:30PM at Brannon Center

EARLY RELEASE DAYS
May 17 & 24
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Since arriving at Chisholm in July 2015, I have had the pleasure and honor to serve as the principal
of this outstanding school. In this role I work with students, families, community members and the
staff of Chisholm. May 1-5 is Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week and we will be celebrating their
contribution throughout the week. As we express our appreciation to each of them, please know
that each of you are also much appreciated. Your support through volunteering, mentoring,
committees, PTA and each night as you work with your child ensures a better future for them.
Please take note of the various programs occurring in May and join us. It is such a happy time as
we recognize the accomplishments of our students. As always, please contact me with any
questions or ideas. Thank you.

Karen L. Beattie, Ed.D.
Principal
Chisholm Elementary School
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Kindergarten Orientation Meeting
Thursday, May 18, 2017
8:30AM – 10:00AM
Parents are invited to attend this meeting to receive information about Chisholm’s
Kindergarten program. Children entering Kindergarten in August 2017 are
welcome to attend with their parents.

Kindergarten Registration Times
May 15-19, 2016
9:00AM – 1:00PM
For information regarding registration, please contact the Chisholm registrar,
Ms. Anita Surrency at 424-2540 X34731.

VOLUME

6,

ISSUE

4

PAGE

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
New to Florida and New Incoming Kindergarteners
1. FLORIDA HEALTH FORM (GOLD FORM)
Physical must be dated within one year of the student enrolling.
2. BIRTH CERTIFICATE
Student must be 5 before September 1st 2017. Certified copy only will be accepted.
3. VACCINATION RECORD (BLUE FORM)
Must have 2 MMR shots, Hepatitis B Vaccine series and 2 doses of Varicella to enter
Kindergarten.
3. PROOF OF RESIDENCE
Owners– Copy of recorded deed, proof of homestead or recent electric bill
Renter-Copy of lease agreement
3. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OF STUDENT
This is used as student identifier and is optional
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Kindergarten

April showers bring May flowers and we are blossoming in Kindergarten. After
Spring Break, we reviewed rules, procedures, and how to get along with others.

In Math, we are...
 Composing and decomposing numbers

In Science, we are…
 Scientists during our STEM lessons, incorporating

11-19 into ten ones and some more ones



Exploring 2-D and 3-D shapes

In Reading and Writing, we can…
 ask and answer questions about key
details in a text






read and write lowercase letter sounds
read and write uppercase letter sounds

science, technology, engineering, and math



Studying parts of a plant

In Language, we can…
 add phonemes segmenting phonemes
 blend phonemes
 substitute phonemes
 delete phonemes

read 81 sight words
writing narrative stories

First Grade
Wow! The year is really moving along quickly! We
are into our fourth quarter of school and soon it will
be summer. Our First Graders had a great time last
quarter celebrating the 120 days of school. We
were delighted in seeing all the creative costume’s
the students wore and had lots of fun participating
in the 120 Day activities. The children also had an
enjoyable time participating in the run-a-thon! Our
students had a wonderful learning experience doing
STEM-Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
the day before spring break. During this quarter,
your child is studying, reading and writing about
animals and plants, their habitats as well as living

and non-living things during reading and science
time. In social studies, the students are learning
about economics. Our math instruction includes
measurement, using a ruler, and will also be
learning about the value and counting of coins.
They will also learn how to sort data on a graph
and interpret the information. Our field trip was
April 4th; we went to the Marine Science Center
in Ponce Inlet, the students had a terrific time
learning about marine life and other animals
along our costal habitat. As always, continue and
encourage reading and practice sight words with
your child every night.

Just for fun
Q. What has
three feet but
no legs or
arms?
A. A yard.
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Second Grade
Second Grade has worked very hard this year. We know how to find text evidence in our stories and answer
questions in complete sentences. We know our learning targets and how to be successful in our classrooms. We have
mastered the I-pads and sailed through Reading Counts. We are learning about a local author and are reading her
book that takes place in the Spruce Creek Fly-in. We will be meeting her on our next field trip to Cracker Creek. We
have been learning several math topics including, telling time, geometry, graphing and partitioning. Practice math
facts by using flash cards, it will increase their fluency. Our garden is flourishing. We have planted 15 different types of
vegetables and plants. We have harvested and eaten several types of vegetables. Thank you Mrs. M for all you have
taught us about gardening. Parents, please continue to go through their class work and listen to your child read.
We’ve had a wonderful year and we appreciate your continued support.

Third Grade
We are in the final lap of third grade! In ELA, we are reaching
new heights through novel studies and literature circles. Higher
-order thinking discussions and questioning are accomplished
using fun and engaging texts. We are also continuing to
broaden our horizons in social studies by learning more about
the regions of North America. Project-based learning helps us
get a deeper understanding about the world around us.
In math, we are using analog clocks to find the distance
between two times. This can be easily practiced at home by
finding out how much time each activity in your day takes. You
may be surprised! We are also learning about properties of
quadrilaterals and estimating mass and volume. Finally, we will
be reviewing all of our math standards from this year. iXL is a
wonderful tool to review any math standard and should be used
regularly at home.

In science, students are growing their own plants and
discovering ways scientists classify those plants. We will then
cover animal sciences by learning how animals are classified
and how they adapt to their environments. We will continue to
use hands-on activities throughout the year as well as focus
on critical thinking skills – a valuable tool to any scientist!
Thank you for making this year so memorable for all of us in
third grade. This hard-working, dedicated group of students
made learning fun and memorable!

Fourth Grade:
4th grade is excited to enter the 4th quarter, where we
will get the opportunity to show what we know on FSA
testing in April. ELA FSA testing is scheduled for April
10th and 11th. Math testing is scheduled for April 24th
and 25th. It is imperative that your child be at school!
Classes have participated in 3 of 4 learning expeditions
to the Marine Discovery Center and are looking forward
to visit St. Augustine on May 9th. We will be taking a
charter bus and returning to school at 4:15.

Please make arrangements to pick your child up
promptly when we return. Sneakers and school shirts
please.
If your child’s class is using Seesaw, please check it
often to see what your kiddo is up to. Please have your
child visit IXL nightly (or as often as possible) and work
on various skills, since all standards have been taught.
Grades are uploaded weekly. This is the best way to
see how your child is performing and what they are
missing.
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Fifth Grade
We are in the home stretch of 5th grade! We have many exciting events coming up. We will soon be choosing electives for
middle school and celebrating the year’s accomplishments with an awards program and dance at the Brannon Center on
Tuesday, May 16th at 6:30 pm. We will have other fun events to celebrate the close of our elementary school years. While
we have a lot to look forward to, we still have serious learning and work to do. FSA testing for ELA will be April 12th and
13th, while math will be April 17th and 18th. Science testing will be May 1st and 2nd. Remember to practice math on IXL
and to read for at least 20 minutes each day.

Fifth Grade Awards Program and Dance
Tuesday, May 16th 6:30 P.M.-8:30 P.M.
Brannon Center, Riverside Drive
New Smyrna Beach
Seating is limited, each 5th grade student will be able to receive 4 tickets for family members and must
complete the RSVP slip when it comes home in April.

YOU MUST HAVE A TICKET TO ENTER THE EVENT.

Award Programs


Kindergarten Awards: May 15 at 8:05 AM in the Wildcat Café



First Grade Awards: May 17 at 8:05 AM in the Wildcat Café



Second Grade Awards: May 15 at 9:15 AM in the Wildcat Café



Third Grade Awards: May 16 at 8:05 AM in the Wildcat Café



Fourth Grade Awards: May 22 at 8:05 AM in



Fifth Grade Awards/Dance: May 16 at 6:30 PM Brannon Center

the Wildcat Café

VOLUME

6,

ISSUE

4

PAGE

7

PAGE

8

Guidance
Greetings from Guidance!
As our time together winds down, I’d like to congratulate our students on a wonderful, fun-filled, learning inspired year! We’ve
grown academically, socially and emotionally and there is still so much to learn!
Parents, thank you for giving me the opportunity to work with you and your children this year. I hope all of you have a great
summer vacation and that you will be able to take some time to enjoy your children as much as I have throughout the school
year.
April is all about Career Exploration! Our 4th and 5th grade students will participate in the annual Career Fair featuring various
career representatives from our community. Students will have an opportunity to explore many interesting careers. A
special, “Thank you” to all of our career representatives.
In the month of May, we focus on health and safety. Our kindergarteners will learn about Safe and Unsafe Touches while 1 st
and 2nd grades will learn to make healthy choices a part of their daily lives. 3 rd and 4th grade lessons will be centered on a
healthy lifestyle and personal hygiene. Our 5 th graders will participate in the Always Changing program which focuses on the
changes brought about by puberty.
2017 marks our fourth and largest class of Chisholm Swimmers. Mr. Joe Glasse began the program in 2014 sponsoring a
class of twelve first-time swimmers at the Southeast Volusia Y.M.C.A. and in 2015 another class of twelve learned to swim.
Last year, Mr. Glasse was joined by his step-son Capt. Glenn Cunningham a pilot for Net Jets and together they sponsored
twenty-five Chisholm Swimmers. This year, Debra Cunningham, a competitive swimmer, joins them to help sponsor a total
of 36 students. The two-week course focuses on swimming and water safety. Mr. Glasse, a firm believer in teaching children
to swim for health and safety, feels neither cost nor access should hinder from children learning to swim. Please call Marla
Griffin, Guidance, 424-2540 ext. 34897 if you are interested in enrolling your child in the class.
About G.a.P. – Grandparents as Parents
Here are some “Grand-Facts” I’d like to share with you:
In the State of Florida:


360,000 children under the age of 18 live in homes where the householders are grandparents (9% of all children in the state).



64% of those grandparents are under age 60.



20% live below the poverty line.



In 2009, 7.2 million children were living with grandparents in the U.S. It is estimated that approximately 9 million children are
now living with grandparents.



Chisholm Elementary has 72 students (18% of our enrollment) currently living with or being cared for by their grandparents.

Marci Skates from Elks Lodge 1557 shares info on
the Florida Elks Summer Youth Camp with members
of C.E. G.A.P.-Grandparents as Parents

Raising a second generation brings many rewards; it also comes with many challenges. At Chisholm Elementary,
Grandparents as Parents (G.a.P.) meet monthly to share concerns, receive information and support one another in this great
and worthy undertaking. I am honored to facilitate this group and appreciative of Dr. Beattie’s support. If you are a
grandparent/caretaker, I hope you will join our group.

Our last two meetings will be held on Tuesday, April 11th and May 9th at 8:30 in Guidance.
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Guidance

A note of thanks goes out to our mentors and tutors who’ve developed personal and academic relationships with our
students with an emphasis on respect and responsibility. Mentors and Tutors: Mr. Steve Miller, Mrs. Marci Skates,
Mrs. Judy Ann Cooper, Mr. Gene Cooper, Mr. Bill Biedenbach, Mrs. Chris Biedenbach, Mrs. Mary Ward, Mrs. Ellen
Weller, Mr. Jim Casale, Ms. Lora Sloan, Mr. Joe Williams, Mrs. Sharon Williams, Ms. Sue Register, and the Good
News Club.
As is evidenced by our many benefactors – groups, clubs, organizations, agencies, businesses and individuals, we
are very fortunate to live in such a caring and compassionate community as New Smyrna Beach. Our thanks go to
Trinity Lutheran Church, Coronado Community United Methodist Rebecca Circle and Naomi-Dorcas Circle, First
Baptist NSB, First Presbyterian NSB, St. Peter the Fisherman Episcopal Church, Sacred Heart Council of Catholic
Women, Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church, St. Gerard’s Catholic Church, The Knights of Columbus, The
Pelican Piecemakers, The Taco Shack, The Sea Shack, Dairy Queen, The NSB Board of Realtors, Ms. Pam
Woods, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Glasse, The NSB Lions Club, The NSB Kiwanis Club, The NSB Rotary Club, The Elks
Lodge #1557, the NSB VFW Ladies Auxiliary, The Marine Corp League and the Port Orange VFW Ladies Auxiliary.
Special thanks go to Sammie Hartwell, Fran Dyer and the Gifts of Love organization for providing a weekend snack
program to over 60 children along with classroom snacks throughout the year. I would like to thank everyone for
their commitment to our students and for keeping a special place in your hearts for the children of Chisholm.
Most of all, I would like to thank the dedicated and very professional faculty and staff of Chisholm Elementary School
as well as our PTA, parent and community volunteers for supporting the Guidance program. May you be blessed.
Marla DeLoach Griffin
School Counselor

Gifts of Love Hi 5 Weekend Snack Food
Program Coordinator, Fran Dyer and Marla
DeLoach Griffin, School Counselor were
honored by Volusia county Schools as the
Elementary Teacher/Community Volunteer
team of the year.

Students assisted Mrs. Griffin with sending
packages to U.S. Army Task Force stationed
in Afghanistan.

Sandy and Larry Hutchings of the NSB Lions Club
deliver food to assist 20 families during Spring Break.

Grand Knight John Gawdun of the NSB
Knights of Columbus presents can tabs for
the Chisholm donation to Ronald McDonald
House (two of our Chisholm families have
benefitted from the availability of Ronald
McDonald House)
Sharon Poucher donates 20 pairs of sneakers for
children in need on behalf of the NSB VFW Auxiliary.
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Media News
Don’t forget to keep reading & take your RC tests! We love to see our Wildcats earning points & prizes!
Keep up the great enthusiasm for reading! Thank you for supporting our spring book fair! The more
books we sell; the more books we can buy & the more we read!
Ms. McDonald will be hosting a “summer reading program”—more info will be sent home soon!

See you in the library!
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Art News

Artist Trading Card Night:
Thursday, April 13 3:30 PM—7 PM

Welcome to Art!
K-1 =Paul Klee! For our last 9 weeks, we will be studying the Swiss German artist known for colors studies, simple
shapes and humorous paintings!
2-3 = Claude Monet! Monet was a French Impressionist painter known best for his large scale paintings of water
lilies and his pond/gardens in Giverny.
4-5 = Keith Haring! An American artist from New York City, Haring’s work sent messages of hope and humor! A fun
way to end the last 9 weeks of the year!
Artist Trading Card Night and Works of heART Fundraiser! Thursday, April 13th, 5:30pm -7pm, Wildcat Café.
Please join us for a fun night of art! You and your child can make and trade Art Cards, enter a drawing to win a one
of a kind art work created by our 2nd/3rd grade art club members and grab a slice of pizza from the PTA! See you
there!
Silver Graphics Fundraiser Your child has been working hard in art to create a unique image to submit to this
keepsake fundraiser! Order forms should be arriving soon, so keep an eye out!
Ms. Tappan

Music News
SAVE THE DATE
When: THURSDAY, May 11th, 2017 @ 6:30 p.m.
Where: Chisholm Elementary School Gym
Kindergarten, First Grade and Second Grade will present Bright Happy Day, a music
program on Thursday, May 11th at 6:30 p.m. in the gym for friends and family. They will
also perform for the student body on Thursday, May 11th at 8:30 a.m. We would like to
invite everyone to come and attend the evening concert.
Thank you,
Miss Lanier
Chisholm Elementary Music Teacher
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Campus Information
Spring brings beautiful weather and
sometimes “spring fever” a term we
use in education to indicate a student
has lost their focus and is eager for
the long awaited summer. There are
number of resources parents can use
to help students limit the effects of this
phenomenon.
Help your child plan ahead. Often time
projects and big test are given in the
fourth quarter. Take time to sit with
your child and review upcoming
projects, events, and grades. This will
help avoid last minute rushes and
surprises.

Work to keep routines consistent. The
value of a consistent and predictable
routine
provides
structure
and
confidence for young children. This
becomes increasingly difficult with
spring baseball and soccer seasons
getting underway, but working to
provide structure will help your child.
Routines that were developed at the
beginning of the year should still be in
place at the end of the year.

to help reinforce positive behavior
during the week. However, you choose
to motivate your child to do well in
school, remember the goals should be
attainable.
We appreciate your support. Together
we can ensure each child is successful.
Leigh Reischmann
Administrative Intern
Chisholm Elementary

Work to develop short and long term
goals to help motivate and focus your
child. This can be something as simple
as a favorite activity on the weekend

School Choice
Volusia County Schools is excited to announce a new on-line school choice (formerly referred to as a variance) application.
Effective March 1 families may apply to attend a school that is not their zone school from the comfort of their home! The
application is located on Parent Portal. Once logged into the Parent Portal simply select the school choice application tab
and then the student. Once the application is complete, hit submit and your work is done. Notifications regarding the
application’s status will be on our Parent Portal account. If you desire to complete a paper application, that process is still
available by picking up an application at any school.
Choice is limited to schools with capacity (listed on the VCS website) and transportation will not be provided. A lottery
procedure will be used if there are more applicants than seats.
Please note the deadline for applications for the 2017-18 school year is the last day of this school year (May 26, 2017).
Decisions will be made in May and you will be notified via your parent portal account if you applied electronically. If you
applied using the paper application process, notifications are provided via U.S. mail.
If you have any questions,
www.myvolusiaschools.org.

please

contact

the

Office

of

Student

Assignment

at

386-947-8786

or

visit
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Lady Cats
Lady Cats, Kitty Cats, and Mancats are in full preparation for the annual Spring Fling
scheduled for Thursday, May 4th at 9 am and 6 pm. Our show has over 25 numbers that will surely delight you!
Free admission for all and the gym will be packed! This year’s theme is “Under the Big Top!”

Parents please remember the following dates:


Set up backdrop – Tuesday 5/2 during practice 4:00



Dress rehearsal for all guests and team – Wednesday 5/3 2:30-5:30.



Show – Thursday May 5/4 9am and 6pm



Take down backdrop – 5/8 Monday afternoon

Lady Cats will be performing at the High School in the Showdoll Spring Show Thursday April 20th and at the Middle
School in the Stingray Stinger Show Wednesday April 26th. Tickets will be on sale for both shows at the door.
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School Way Cafe

Dear Parent/Guardian,
Help us win 50,000 Bonus
Box Tops for our school!
Thanks to General Mills and
Walmart, every Walmartexclusive Box Tops
Certificate that we clip and
collect earns our school a
chance to be one of 20
winners of 50,000 Bonus
Box Tops– that’s $5000 for
our classrooms!
With your help, we can make a
difference for our school.

PTA News

Thanks for all your hard
work and support!



Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week is May 1-5
donations and sponsorships are welcome! We
provide meals and gifts all week to our amazing
staff at Chisholm.



Mother’s Day and Father’s Day Shop is
scheduled for May 8-12 so students can make
their special gift purchases.



Our PTA Carnival is scheduled during Special
Area time on May 19, this is a free event for
students.
It’s not too late to join PTA and volunteer!
For PTA updates and info, please check the
PTA Website: www.NSBChisholmPTA.com
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/

ChisholmElementaryPTA/
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March 20, 2017

Dear Parents/Guardians:
We will continue with the same registration process for Extended Day Enrichment Program (EDEP) for the
2017-2018 school year as we have done for the past two years. The process was implemented due to high
demand and space limitations at many of our schools. Please note the following procedures and timeline for
your child to be eligible for enrollment in the EDEP program for the 2017-2018 school year.
1. Beginning Monday, April 24 through Monday, May 8, 2017 parents and guardians must pick up, complete,
and return an “Intent to Enroll” form to your school’s site facilitator during that time period. Your school’s
site facilitator will collect and store all forms during that time period. You will receive written confirmation
that your “Intent to Enroll” form has been received.
2. On May 9 &10, EDEP district staff will randomly draw names and assign a space in the program for those
students at the sites with more “Intent to Enroll” forms than spaces. Once all spaces are assigned, a
waiting list will be established based on a continuation of the random drawing.
3. On Thursday, May 11, a list will be posted in a designated area at each school, identifying students selected
for enrollment in the EDEP program.
4. It is the responsibility of the parent to call or check the list. All eligible students’ paperwork and
registration/tuition fees must be submitted to the site facilitator by Friday, May 19 at 5:45 pm.
5. A student’s space in the EDEP program will be forfeited if payment has not been received by this
deadline and the student’s name will go to the end of the waiting list. Additionally, all past due
balances must be paid in full in order to register your child for the 2017-2018 school year.

Please contact your school’s site facilitator or the EDEP district office if you have any questions regarding this
new procedure.

Pam Haldi
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Chisholm Elementary School
Dress Code Reminder: School Uniform Policy
 Tops











 Solid-color polo shirts or oxford shirts
 Long or short sleeves
 Colors-white, blue, green, *black, grey*
 Small logos on shirts are allowed
Bottoms
 Shorts and skorts mid-thigh in length
 Long pants (any fabric, such as cotton, blends, sweatpants)
 Jeans (blue and black only)
 Colors– tan, navy and black
Other
 Dresses– solid color with sleeves like a polo shirt
 Jumpers– solid color with school shirt underneath
 Colors– tan, navy and black
 Mid-thigh in length
Shoes
 Sneakers or similar style
 Any color
Accessories
 Hoodies, jackets, sweaters– any color
 Socks, headbands, ribbons, shoelaces– any color
Wildcat Wednesday
 School Spirit t-shirt and club t-shirt every Wednesday

557 Ronnoc Lane
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168
Phone (386) 424-2540
Fax (386) 424-2500



Teacher/Volunteer Team Award:
Marla Griffin, Guidance Counselor



Senior Volunteer of the Year:
James Casale



Adult Volunteer of the Year:
Susan Marteeny



Youth Volunteer of the Year:
Hannah Arieti

