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Empowering students to get better academically, 

emotionally, and socially. 



 

 

September 2019 

 
Welcome Back – Champion Elementary Black Bears! 

 

I would like to take a moment to welcome all of our students, families and faculty/staff back for what will be 

an exciting year at Champion Elementary.  We have worked very hard over the summer to develop instruc-

tional programs to meet the needs of each of our students.  In the near future, you will be given information 

regarding clubs, programs, and tutoring programs designed specifically for our Champion Black Bears.  I en-

courage all of you to stay involved at Champion Elementary and to help us help our students.   

 

For those new to Champion Elementary, I want to take a moment to review our Mission and Vision State-

ments that were revised last year.  Our Mission Statement:  Empowering students to get better academically, 

emotionally, and socially.  Our Vision Statement: Building Champions One Black Bear At A Time.  Both of 

these statements are what we use to stay focused and to make important decisions regarding the academic 

and emotional growth of our students.  

 

If you are interested in receiving text messages from our school regarding important upcoming events, or oth-

er items of interest, you will need to text @9ec4ga6 to the number 81010 using your mobile device.  Depend-

ing on what device you use, you may have to download the Remind app from the App Store.  I promise the 

messages we send out will be limited in quantity and only be important items that impact our students or 

school. 

 

Finally, you can follow Champion Elementary on Twitter @ChampionElBears. Or, if you prefer, you can locate 

our interactive calendar found on the Champion Elementary School website. 

 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Rick Inge 

Principal 

 

 

 

A WORD FROM DR. INGE 



 

 

Champion Elementary                                                         

 
Building Champions One Black Bear At A Time! 

 

You Are Invited to Our Annual Title I Meeting 
Your Input is Important! 

Please attend the Annual Title I meeting at Champion Elementary on September 12 at 6:00pm in our 

cafeteria.  The Annual Title I meeting will take place right before our PTA meeting and is followed by 

our Open House. 

This meeting is a Federal Department of Education compliance requirement.  Each Title I school must 

make the presentation to the parents and guardians of attending children.  At this meeting, you will 

receive information about Title I programs and services available at Champion Elementary School 

and your rights as a parent/guardian. 

We look forward to seeing you at this important event. Please plan to attend and offer your input, 

comments, questions, and concerns. 

Additionally, drop in the front office anytime during the month of September to review Champion’s 

School Improvement Plan for 2019-2020.  You input is valued and important. 

Thank you, 

Dr. Inge 

OPEN HOUSE – Sept. 12, 2019 6:00pm – 7:30pm 

Champion Elementary – Building Champions – One Black Bear at a 

Time! 
 

 

 

Volusia County Schools Free and Reduced Meals 

Apply for free and reduced meals online. Please visit the School Way Café Website at 

http://myvolusiaschools.org 

• Applying online is the preferred method—you will receive your results much faster than the pa-

per application 

• Click on the Parent/Student tab 

• Click on Free & Reduced Meal Applications (under My Student) 

• DO NOT complete an online application if you have submitted a paper application. This will de-

lay your approval process. 



 

 

  
  

  

 

 

 

School Advisory Council (SAC) 

The School Advisory Council (SAC) meets 

the second Wednesday of each month at 

6pm in the Media Center at Champion Ele-

mentary. Please consider joining us! 

Please join our PTA and help support our students! PTA 

dues are $5.00 per person. Meetings are the first Wednes-

day of the month at 3:30 in the Media Center at Champion 

Elementary 

 
We are excited to start the Fall season with the following 

events::  

 

• Beginning Sept 11: Papa John's pizza cards fundraiser   

• Sept 12:  Open House --  PTA will be selling T-shirts, pizza, 

soda, and snacks! 

• Sept 20: First spirit night @ Blaze from 5:30-7pm 

• Sept 25: Dads bring your kids to school day. Free Raf-

fles and Breakfast 
• Ongoing: Box Top. Just download the app, register, se-

lect school, scan the receipt, and earn.  

Open House & Title I Meeting 

Champion’s Open House will be the even-

ing of Thursday, September12th, from 6-

8pm. Important Title I information will also 

be shared in the cafeteria at 6pm. We 

hope to see you there! 

Attention Families 
 

We need uniforms—please 
consider donating your 
child’s outgrown uniforms to 
the clinic. Thank you! 

CHAMPION T-SHIRTS 

Our school is made even better through 

volunteers...this could be you! If you 

would like to help in your child’s class-

room or chaperon a fieldtrip among other 

opportunities, you will need a volunteer 

application on file.  

Sign up online at: 
apps.raptorware.com/vsoft/kiosk/volunte

erregistration 

Champion Elementary Student Pledge 

Champion Elementary is a Bully Free 
School 

1. We will not bully other students. 

2. We will help others who are being bul-

lied by speaking out and by getting adult 

help. 

3. Students will report suspected bullying 

to an adult on campus.   

Parents may also call the main office to re-

port possible bullying. 

School Improvement Plan (SIP) 

Champion’s School Improvement Plan for 

the 2019-2020 school year will be availa-

ble for review in the front office. Please 

stop by and take a look!  

calendar:T1:5:30-7pm


 

 

  

A proactive and positive approach to classroom 
management 

 

The overall goal of the CHAMPS Classroom Man-

agement System is to develop an instructional 

structure in which students are responsible, moti-

vated, and highly engaged in the specific task or 

instructional approach at hand.  

The CHAMPS Expectation Model 

Conversation: Can students converse during this 

activity? About what? With whom? For how 

long? 

Help: How do students get your attention for 

help? How do students get questions answered? 

What should they do while they wait for you? 

Activity: What is the expected end product of this 

activity? What is the task or objective? 

Movement: For what reasons can students get 

out of their seats during this activity? Do they 

need permission to do so? 

Participation: What behavior shows that students 

are participating or not participating?  

Success: There are no questions for this one. 

When CHAMPs expectations are met, students 

will be successful.  

 

 

 

Please keep your child’s emergency card updated at all times.   

Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response  

During and following an emergency situation, school and district officials must act quickly and follow established emergency protocols 

to safeguard students and staff, secure schools, and communicate accurate information in a timely manner. Parents can  assist greatly 

by helping with preparation before the emergency. Here are a few critical steps parents can take:  

• Give school officials accurate contact information so you can be reached in case of emergency. Keep the information current by 

notifying officials of any changes as soon as they occur. Multiple contact sources are helpful, including home and office telephone and 

fax numbers, cell phone numbers, email addresses, etc. Also important, in case you cannot be reached, are the up-to-date names and 

contact information of family members, friends, and any other adults authorized as emergency contacts for your child.  

• Talk to your child about your personal emergency notification arrangements and let your child and school officials know if you antic-

ipate being unavailable or difficult to reach for an extended period of time.  

• Stay informed about potentially serious situations, such as inclement weather.  

• Monitor local media when serious conditions arise at school or in the community that might result in school evacuation, early dismis-

sal, or school closing.  

• Notify school officials if you see or hear of anything that could create a danger at school. If you prefer, you may call our Communica-

tion and Monitoring Center 24/7 at (386) 943-7626.  

For more information please review the School Emergency Guide for parents on the parent portal:  

http://myvolusiaschools.org/parents-portal/Pages/default.aspx 

Need a backpack?  

See our school counselor! 



 

 

VCS 214 -2  Emergency Evacuation Information 

Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response 

While we hope that every school day runs smoothly, an emergency situation can occur at any giv-

en time.  It is important that we follow school and district policies, procedures and guidelines to en-

sure the safety of our students and staff.    

In the event that our school becomes unsafe and we have to evacuate our campus, we have an 

agreement with David Hinson Middle School as our primary evacuation site and Father Lopez  High 

School as the secondary evacuation site.  Our media staging area is located at the intersection of 

Thornberry Branch Lane and Tournament Drive.    

Volusia Connect phone messages and local media will be great sources of current information for 

families.   Stay tuned to local news channels and be sure to keep your phone numbers current with 

school officials so that you know exactly what is going on if we were in an emergency situation.     

 



 

 

MULTI/VE & PRE-K NEWS 

 

 Ms. Reck's multi VE ESE class is off to a 
great start to this school year.  In reading, our two 
Uniques reading books were  about sum-
mer  camps and what it's like to go to camp. The 
kids learned of all the fun activities that happen in 
summer camp. For example, they make tie-dye T-
shirts, go canoeing and make s'mores. And to 
add to this fun unit, we made s'mores in our class-
room using the same ingredients: chocolate bars, 
marshmallows, and graham crackers. It was yum-
my and the kids loved them.  In science, we start-
ed a plant unit. The students learned the different 
parts of a plant and what a plant needs to 
grow.  We're having a great time each day, and 
there is a lot of learning taking place.  

  

Your Multi/VE & Pre-K Team 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

 

Welcome to the beginning of the year in kindergar-
ten! We are more than excited to start our year and 
watch our learners grow and blossom as the year con-
tinues. The beginning of the year can be a difficult 
transition for many of our learners. Our school day is 
extended and there is no longer nap time! To help our 
learners come to school refreshed and ready to work, 
we suggest that our learners go to bed at appropriate 
times. We are beginning our year learning our letter 
names and sounds, learning about sight words, and 
identifying and representing numerals 0-5. We en-
courage our learners to be at school and on time eve-
ry day. Learners are also expected to complete their 
homework and reading log daily. We are excited for a 
great year!  

 

The Kindergarten Team 

 

 

 

FIRST GRADE NEWS 
 

 NEW to your students….Planners, 

CHAMPS Procedures, Homework, and 

Reading Logs… 

 PLANNERS: Please check your 

student planner and all notes home eve-

ry day, sign or initial, so we can assure communica-

tion. This is our best chance of keeping in touch. 

 CHAMPS Procedures: The cafeteria and every 

classroom is using it; ask your child about it. 

 HOMEWORK: Students have homework Mon-

day through Thursday. Students should have a folder 

or notebook to keep it in, and a backpack every day. 

Please review their homework with them daily. 

 READING LOGS: Students are expected to 

read for 15 minutes every day. They should fill out a 

line on their Reading Log for every 15 minutes they 

read. Parents or guardians should sign these logs daily 

as well. 

 Thanks for all your support! We are excited 

about this year!!! 

 

Ms. Smith, Ms. Moon, Mrs. Enck,  Mr. 

Enck and Ms. Bilarczyk 

 
 

 
SECOND GRADE NEWS  

  
 Our students are working hard at getting bet-

ter academically, emotionally, and socially every day! 

Here are a few things you might like to know:  

Please monitor your child’s reading and math home-

work and sign the planner nightly to check for notes 

from the teacher.  

Homework: Students are given a homework packet 

on Monday’s and the packet is due on Friday’s. The 

packet has math homework, high frequency words, 

and a reading log. Please review their homework with 

them daily. All students need to read 15 minutes a 

nightly.  

(Continued on next page…) 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



 

 

 

 
FOURTH GRADE NEWS  

  

  

Hello 4
th

 grade parents and students! We are off 

to an amazing year at Champion Elementary! We 

truly enjoyed seeing the students smile with ex-

citement as they entered their new classrooms. 

We aim to keep that excitement every day of the 

school year. Please continue encouraging and 

assisting your child with their weekly homework. 

Students should read daily for 30 minutes and 

practice skills taught in the classroom. Here is 

what we are learning in class:  

• Reading: Describe the overall structure (e.g., 
chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/
solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or infor-
mation in a text. 

• Writing: Write informative texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

• Mathematics: Place value, fluently adding and 
subtracting multi-digit whole numbers, multiply-
ing strategies and properties. 

• Science: Earth’s Patterns and Space 

• Social Studies: Interpret maps using map ele-
ments (title, compass rose, cardinal directions, 
intermediate directions, symbols, legend, 
scale, longitude, latitude) 

 

Mrs. Kavanagh, Mrs. Yovonovich, Ms. 

King, Ms. Kloo, and Mrs. Ridenour 

 

 

(Continued from previous page…) 
 

Make reading a shared activity. When you share 

books with your children, you show them that 

you care about reading and you care about 

them. Start by reading aloud to children who are 

too young to read for themselves. Point to the 

words. Let them turn the pages. Once they have 

heard a story several times, encourage them to 

recite a few words along with you.  

With your help and support, we will have a won-

derful year! Thank you for all your support! We 

are excited about this year!! 

 

 Mrs. Meyer, Mrs. Phillips, Mrs, Doughty 

and Ms. Mack 

 

 

THIRD GRADE NEWS 
 

Hello Third Grade Parents,  

We are working hard and getting better every day. 

Here are a few things you might like to know: We ask 

our students to read for 30 minutes each night to 

help build their fluency and reading stamina. In math, 

we are focusing on teaching multiplication and divi-

sion strategies. The strategies are making equal 

groups, creating arrays, or repeated addition/

subtraction. In science we are asking the question we 

are  exploring stars and gravity. With your help and 

support this will see a wonderful year of growth. 

Thank you for helping us as we all seek to get smarter 

every day!  

 

Ms. Davis, Mrs. Phelan, Mrs. Herring, 

Mrs. Wood, and Ms. Shehad 



 

 

FIFTH GRADE NEWS 
 

 The Champion Elementary Black Bear 5th 
grade team would like to welcome 5th graders 
back to the 2018-2019 school year.  The grade 5 
teachers are Ms. Astolfi, Mrs. Knight, Mrs. Mar-
tinez and Ms. Murray and students can expect to 
get all of their subjects taught from one teacher 
this year.  We plan to dive into curriculum which 
starts with volume in math, nature of science, and 
ancient American civilizations.  The 5th grade 
team will be using the Bloomz app to communi-
cate with parents and families so please sign up 
with your child's teacher if you have not done so 
yet.  We look forward to meeting and working 
with each and every one of our Black Bears and 
their families this school year.   

 

Ms. Gibbs, Ms. Schweke, Mrs. Lam-

oureux, Ms. Sabourgi, and Ms. Klipfel  

 
MEDIA NEWS 

 

The Media center is very excited to announce the start 
of our Reading Counts Program. 

Reading Counts is a program which en-
courages students to read books that 
earn points by taking a test on the com-
puter about the book they have read.  

These points enable children to both track their read-
ing progress and receive positive recognition at each 
level for their efforts.   

 

This year students will be able to reach four different 
levels of honor.  The student’s achievement is recog-
nized at each level. 

Level 1   Students will receive a small prize and a pen-
cil. 

Level 2   Students will receive a bookmark, and a prize.  

Level 3   Students will receive a free book.  

Level 4    Students will receive a special award at the 
end of the year Awards Assembly. These students will 
also have a special in school celebration.  The stu-
dents must have an overall average score of a 70% on 
RC quizzes to make level 4. 

 

Lunch News!  

To view the school way café menu, please visit the School way 

café website at : https://www.vcsedu.org/schoolwaycafe/

menus-and-prices  

CHAMPION PE NEWS 

 

We are off to a great year!  We have started work-
ing on our line leader exercises and obstacle 
course warm up activities.  The students will also 
be working on improving their space and body 
awareness along with loco-motor skills. If your 
child is in kindergarten, first, or second grade, 
your child will be working hard on skills such as 
skipping, galloping, and hopping.  If your child 
cannot do these skills, continue to practice with 
him/her.  

 

 

 

 

HEALTH TIP FOR THE MONTH 

Get enough sleep.  Sleep is important for your body 
and your brain.  Sleep makes day-to-day activities easi-
er.  You will do better on schoolwork, perform better 
at your sports, and get along better with your friends 
and family.  Sleep also helps protect you from getting 
sick and can ensure you reach your full growth poten-
tial. On average, kids between the ages of 5 and 12 
need 11 to 12 hours of sleep.    

 

 

 
TECHNOLOGY NEWS 

 

Students have been learning so many things in the 

Technology Lab.  They are learning how they can ap-

ply Technology Lab rules to everyday life, how to stay 

safe online, and proper keyboarding techniques.  

Please encourage your child to use both hands when 

practicing keyboarding techniques at home. 

 
A popular site for K-2 is www.typetastic.com and for 3-

5 www.typing.com. Students can always access their 

Vportal tab on Volusia’s county web page; 

www.vcsedu.org then login with: 

Username:1alpha@vcs2go.net 

Password: 8-digit birthday 

Kindergarten and First Grade parents:  PLEASE prac-

tice logging in with your children.   

 

Mrs. Jacobson 

 

 

https://www.vcsedu.org/schoolwaycafe/menus-and-prices
https://www.vcsedu.org/schoolwaycafe/menus-and-prices
http://www.typetastic.com
http://www.typing.com
http://www.vcsedu.org
mailto:1alpha@vcs2go.net


 

 


