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Empowering students to get better academically, 

emotionally, and socially. 



 

 

September 2020 

 
Welcome Back – Champion Elementary Black Bears! 

 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year!  We look forward to welcoming our onsite students to Champion 

Elementary, while also working closely with our students who selected the Volusia Live option.   

As we prepare for and begin the first nine-week period, we will continue to monitor and concentrate on stu-

dent achievement.  Our students and teachers did an incredible job prior to the closing of schools in March 

2020.  Data trends showed our students were making expected, and at times beyond expected, gains in 

Mathematics and Language Arts.  We appreciate the hard work everyone put into the 2019-2020 school year 

and look forward to the growth our students will experience this year.  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we will also monitor and concentrate on student/staff safety.  Our team, 

with guidance from the School District office, along with input from fellow principals and our own Champion 

Elementary teachers/staff, has developed our Champion Elementary COVID-19 Safety Plan.   The plan covers 

procedures we will follow during arrival, dismissal, classroom, transitions, cafeteria, special area, and recess 

activities.  It also outlines procedures we will follow should a student or staff member show signs of being ill.  

We will adhere to the Community for Disease Control guidelines, along with directives given to us from our 

School District office.  Portions of our plan was shared with you during our Virtual Meet the Teacher sessions, 

along with the two Live presentations we provided to everyone the week of August 24.   

The Safety Plan we developed requires some changes in regard to parents and volunteers at our school.  Cur-

rently, and until we hear otherwise from the School District Office, no parents or volunteers are allowed 

through the student gates that lead into the courtyard of our campus. Likewise, parents are required to stay 

in their cars during both student drop off and pickup activities.  Additional adjustments to our daily proce-

dures will be shared with you should changes need to be made.  

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call the school at 386-258-4664. 

 

Kind regards, 

  

 

 

 

Dr. Rick Inge 

Principal 

 

 

 

A WORD FROM DR. INGE 



 

 

Champion Elementary                                                         

 
Building Champions One Black Bear At A Time! 

 

 
Your Input is Important! 

Please let us know any suggestions you may have.  

 

Champion Elementary – Building Champions – One Black Bear at a 

Time! 
 

 

 

Volusia County Schools Free and Reduced Meals 

 

Apply for free and reduced meals online. Please visit the School Way Café Website at 

http://myvolusiaschools.org 

• Applying online is the preferred method—you will receive your results much faster 

than the paper application 

• Click on the Parent/Student tab 

• Click on Free & Reduced Meal Applications (under My Student) 

• DO NOT complete an online application if you have submitted a paper applica-

tion. This will delay your approval process. 



 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Please join our PTA and help support our 

students! PTA dues are $5.00 per person. 

More information regarding our meeting 

will be coming next month.  

 

We would like to invite you to join our 

board. If you are interested  please email 

your name and contact information to 

championbbpta@gmail.com 

CHAMPION T-SHIRTS 

Champion Elementary Student Pledge 

Champion Elementary is a Bully Free 
School 

1. We will not bully other students. 

2. We will help others who are being 

bullied by speaking out and by getting 

adult help. 

3. Students will report suspected          

bullying to an adult on campus.   

Parents may also call the main office to 

report possible bullying. 

School Improvement Plan (SIP) 

Champion’s School Improvement Plan for 

the 2020-2021 school year will be       

available for review in the front office. 

Please stop by and take a look! Your input 

is welcome. Suggestions can be given to 

our SAC chairman Mrs. Brown at exten-

sion 52245. 



 

 

  

A proactive and positive approach to classroom 
management 

 

The overall goal of the CHAMPS Classroom Man-

agement System is to develop an instructional 

structure in which students are responsible, moti-

vated, and highly engaged in the specific task or 

instructional approach at hand.  

The CHAMPS Expectation Model 

Conversation: Can students converse during this 

activity? About what? With whom? For how 

long? 

Help: How do students get your attention for 

help? How do students get questions answered? 

What should they do while they wait for you? 

Activity: What is the expected end product of this 

activity? What is the task or objective? 

Movement: For what reasons can students get 

out of their seats during this activity? Do they 

need permission to do so? 

Participation: What behavior shows that students 

are participating or not participating?  

Success: There are no questions for this one. 

When CHAMPs expectations are met, students 

will be successful.  

 

 

 

Please keep your child’s emergency card updated at all times.   

Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response  

During and following an emergency situation, school and district officials must act quickly and follow established emergency protocols 

to safeguard students and staff, secure schools, and communicate accurate information in a timely manner. Parents can  assist greatly 

by helping with preparation before the emergency. Here are a few critical steps parents can take:  

• Give school officials accurate contact information so you can be reached in case of emergency. Keep the information current by 

notifying officials of any changes as soon as they occur. Multiple contact sources are helpful, including home and office telephone and 

fax numbers, cell phone numbers, email addresses, etc. Also important, in case you cannot be reached, are the up-to-date names and 

contact information of family members, friends, and any other adults authorized as emergency contacts for your child.  

• Talk to your child about your personal emergency notification arrangements and let your child and school officials know if you antic-

ipate being unavailable or difficult to reach for an extended period of time.  

• Stay informed about potentially serious situations, such as inclement weather.  

• Monitor local media when serious conditions arise at school or in the community that might result in school evacuation, early dismis-

sal, or school closing.  

• Notify school officials if you see or hear of anything that could create a danger at school. If you prefer, you may call our Communica-

tion and Monitoring Center 24/7 at (386) 943-7626.  

For more information please review the School Emergency Guide for parents on the parent portal:  

http://myvolusiaschools.org/parents-portal/Pages/default.aspx 

Need a backpack?  

See our school counselor! 



 

 

VCS 214 -2  Emergency Evacuation Information 

Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response 

While we hope that every school day runs smoothly, an emergency situation can occur at any giv-

en time.  It is important that we follow school and district policies, procedures and guidelines to en-

sure the safety of our students and staff.    

In the event that our school becomes unsafe and we have to evacuate our campus, we have an 

agreement with David Hinson Middle School as our primary evacuation site and Father Lopez  High 

School as the secondary evacuation site.  Our media staging area is located at the intersection of 

Thornberry Branch Lane and Tournament Drive.    

Volusia Connect phone messages and local media will be great sources of current information for 

families.   Stay tuned to local news channels and be sure to keep your phone numbers current with 

school officials so that you know exactly what is going on if we were in an emergency situation.     

 



 

 

MULTI/VE & PRE-K NEWS 

 

 Welcome Back Black Bears! 

We are looking forward to an exciting and safe 

year at Champion Elementary! 

Pre-K would like to welcome two awesome Pre-K 

teachers! Ms. Lori Moulton and Ms. Mattae Smith. 

Multi VE would also like to welcome to our team, 

Mr. Todd Kiefer and Ms. Elizabeth Palma.  

  

Your Multi/VE & Pre-K Team 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS 
 

Welcome to the beginning of the year in kindergar-
ten! We are more than excited to start our year and 
watch our learners grow and blossom as the year  
continues. The beginning of the year can be a difficult 
transition for many of our learners. Our school day is 
extended and there is no longer nap time! To help our 
learners come to school refreshed and ready to work, 
we suggest that our learners go to bed at appropriate 
times. We are beginning our year learning our letter 
names and sounds, learning about sight words, and 
identifying and representing numerals 0-10. We en-
courage our learners to be at school and on time   
every day. Learners are also expected to complete 
their homework daily. We are excited for a great year!  

 

The Kindergarten Team 

 

 

 

FIRST GRADE NEWS 
 

 Welcome to First Grade! We are so excited to 

see you. We have so much for you to learn so make 

sure to eat a healthy breakfast, bring your masks, and 

a positive attitude! We encourage you to keep your 

backpacks at home and only bring your lunch boxes if 

you choose. Don’t forget to bring your Take Home 

Folders provided by your teacher back to school daily! 

School uniforms are still a requirement, check the 

school website for more details. If you have not joined 

your student’s class communication page, be sure to 

do so – this information can be found in your          

student’s take home folder.  

We can’t wait to meet you, all!  

Miss Gregory, Ms. Haggerty, Ms. Gibbs,  

Ms. Ridenour 

 

 
 

SECOND GRADE NEWS  
  
     Welcome Back! The 2

nd
 grade team is happy to be 

back (face to face and virtually) teaching and learning 

with our students. This school year may look a bit   

different, but we all know that when we work         

together, we will all be successful!  

     Make reading a shared activity. When you share 

books with your children, you show them that you 

care about reading and you care about them. Start by 

reading aloud to children who are too young to read 

for themselves. Point to the words. Let them turn the 

pages. Once they have heard a story several times, 

encourage them to recite a few words along with 

you.  

With your help and support, we will have a wonderful 

year! Thank you for all your support! We are excited 

about this year!! 

Mrs. Meyer, Mrs. Phillips, Mrs. Doughty, 

and Miss Hazard 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



 

 

 
FOURTH GRADE NEWS  

  

 

 

Hello 4th grade parents, guardians, and    stu-
dents!  We are off to an amazing year at  Champion 
Elementary!  We truly enjoyed seeing the students’ 
excitement as they entered their new classroom at 
school and virtually.  We aim to keep that excitement 
every day of the school year.  Please continue encour-
aging and assisting you child with their basic multipli-
cation facts.  Students are also encouraged to read 
daily for 20-30 minutes and practice skills taught in 
the classroom.   

The 4th grade team will be using the Class  
Dojo app to communicate with parents and families 
so please sign up with your child’s homeroom teacher 
if you have not done so.  Thank you for partnering 
with us as we are working hard at getting better aca-
demically, emotionally, and socially every day.  With 
your help and support, we will have a wonderful year! 

Your dedicated 4th grade team, 

 

Ms. King, Mrs. Perosi , Mrs. Silva, 
and Mrs. Yovanovich 

 

THIRD GRADE NEWS 
 

Hello Third Grade Parents and Students!  

We are so excited to welcome everyone back to 
school!  In third grade it is important for all students 
to practice multiplication facts and to read every night 
for 30 minutes.  

Here is what we will be learning this month: 

Reading: The first week we will be focusing on 
learning how to determine a character’s   
character traits and how his/her actions effect 
the story, we will also focus on synonym and 
illustrations. We will move on to learning 
about sequence of events, main idea, multiple 
meaning words, text features, and compare/
contrast. As you can tell, we have a lot to 
learn in the first month. 

Writing: We will be learning how to write an in-
formative paragraph. We will also learn about 
different types of sentences, creating more 
complex sentences and using capitalization 
and correct punctuation.  

Math: This months’ focus is all about              
multiplication and division. You can have your 
child make flash cards and practice every 
night. 

Science: We will begin with introduction to      
science. We will be making and comparing 
observations as well as doing hands on               
investigations. We will spend the last 2 weeks 
of this month learning all about the sun and 
stars. 

Social Studies: We will integrate our social studies 
into our reading. We begin with using our 
reading story to determine how the main  
character shows good citizenship. We will 
move into Immigration and Contributions from 
different cultures and end the month with 
Landmarks and Constitution. 

Just a reminder: In 3rd grade, your child is now re-
sponsible for reading to LEARN and not learning to 
READ. This means your child will be given Unit Sum-
mative Assessments on the skills and strategies they 
are learning in class. Please make sure your child  
understands the importance of taking these tests   
seriously and not rushing. We teach the students how 
to text mark and how to find the correct answers by 
using the text. 

Please contact your child’s teacher to set up a 
conference or if you have any questions.  

Your third grade team: Mrs. Herring, 

Ms. Klipfel, Ms. Schweke and Mrs. Wood 



 

 

FIFTH GRADE NEWS 
 

Our fifth-grade team is so excited to welcome         

everyone back to another fun and challenging year of 

school! We hope you had an enjoyable and relaxing 

summer.  We are ready to get back to learning for the 

2020-2021 school year. We have two new teachers 

joining our team, Ms. Skates and Ms. Astolfi.  We are 

looking forward to getting to know everyone and 

kicking off a fantastic school year. 

Mrs. Lamoureux, Ms. Saboungi, Ms. Skates, 

and Ms. Astolfi 

 

  
MEDIA NEWS 

 

The Media center is very excited to announce the start 
of our Reading Counts Program. 

Reading Counts is a program which encourages stu-
dents to read books that earn points by taking a test 
on the computer about the book they have read.  
These points enable children to both track their read-
ing progress and receive positive recognition at each 
level for their efforts.   

 

This year students will be able to reach 
four different levels of honor.  The stu-
dent’s achievement is recognized at 

each level. 

Level 1   Students will receive a small prize and a pen-
cil. 

Level 2   Students will receive a bookmark, and a prize.  

Level 3   Students will receive a free book.  

Level 4    Students will receive a special award at the 
end of the year Awards Assembly. These students will 
also have a special in school celebration.  The stu-
dents must have an overall average score of a 70% on 
RC quizzes to make level 4. 

 

Lunch News!  

To view the school way café menu, please visit the School way 

café website at : https://www.vcsedu.org/schoolwaycafe/

menus-and-prices  

CHAMPION PE NEWS 

 

Welcome back!  We have started the year with differ-
ent exercises and stretching activities because we 
have not been allowed to bring out equipment for 
the first 2 weeks of school.  Students are required to 
wear their mask outside at PE except during strenu-
ous activities such as running.  Please try to remember 
to send a water bottle in with your child because we 
do not have access to the drinking fountains.  We will 
be working on movement activities such as skipping 
and galloping. 

 

 

HEALTH TIP FOR THE MONTH 
 

Get enough sleep.  Sleep is important for your body 
and your brain.  Sleep makes day-to-day activities easi-
er.  You will do better on schoolwork, perform better 
at your sports, and get along better with your friends 
and family.  Sleep also helps protect you from getting 
sick and can ensure you reach your full growth poten-
tial. On average, kids between the ages of 5 and 12 
need 11 to 12 hours of sleep.    

 

 

 
TECHNOLOGY NEWS 

 

 
A popular site for K-2 is www.typetastic.com and for 3-

5 www.typing.com. Students can always access their 

Vportal tab on Volusia’s county web page; 

www.vcsedu.org then login with: 

Username:1alpha@vcs2go.net 

Password: 8-digit birthday 

Kindergarten and First Grade parents:  PLEASE      

practice logging in with your children.   

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vcsedu.org/schoolwaycafe/menus-and-prices
https://www.vcsedu.org/schoolwaycafe/menus-and-prices
http://www.typetastic.com
http://www.typing.com
http://www.vcsedu.org
mailto:1alpha@vcs2go.net


 

 

Welcome back to school parents and students! 

                                                                    

Hello Champion Elementary Parents, 

 

I am Officer R. Ditton with the Daytona Beach Police Department and your 

School Resource Officer. I am excited to be a part of the Champion Elemen-

tary family again this year. Last year was cut short and things are looking 

different this year however I am hopeful for a great year! I feel that I 

learned a lot last year, both personally and professionally, and find being 

the SRO at Champion to be very fulfilling. I look forward to getting to know 

and work with your children. My job is to create a safe environment for 

your children while promoting learning. I am here to “bridge the gap” be-

tween police officers and the community but my main objective is the safe-

ty of your children and the school. As a mother myself, I take the care and 

safety of the students very seriously. I will be providing your children with 

resources and knowledge to help keep them safe while at school and in 

the community as they grow. I will be participating in several fun activities 

at the school throughout the year. My goal is to be a positive role model 

for your children and our community. I hope to instill a positive experience 

with law enforcement in the students. This partnership will promote a 

stronger and safer community. I look forward to all the new and fun things 

planned this year. I am always here to help. 

 

Officer R. Ditton 

Daytona Beach Police Department 

School Resource Officer 


