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Empowering students to get better academically, 
emotionally, and socially. 



 

 

November 2018 

  

Champion Elementary Black Bears,  

 October has come and gone.  It was busy with field trips, STEAM Night, spirit nights, and the 

first nine weeks report card.  November will prove just as busy starting with Kona Ice on Nov. 2 and 

awards ceremonies planned for 2ndand 3rd grades on Nov. 6 and 4th and 5th grades on Nov. 7. We 

also have Captain Wattage coming on the 5th, and on the same day, a world-renowned cello player 

will visit our campus. On Nov. 16, the Friday before Thanksgiving Break, we have our Hanger 15 

Spirit Night and Story Book Day. 

 Of course, do not forget that Nov. 12 is Veterans’ Day.  Please take the day to thank our veter-

ans for their many sacrifices in their service to our country.  In addition, as this is the month for giv-

ing thanks, please help our Black Bears celebrate and focus on the many positive and good things in 

our world.   

 Fortify Florida is here.  It is a free app that allows any student, educator, or parent to report 

school safety concerns directly to law enforcement anonymously.  www.getfortifyfl.com 

 It’s going to be a cold winter.  Preorder your Champion hoodies today.  For only $20.00, your 

child will have a one of a kind hoodie to show off school pride.  Orders due by Nov. 16 in the front 

office. 

 I encourage you to get involved in our campus and volunteer, for you are a vital part of our 

Champion Elementary community.   

 During the month of November, ask yourself, “How can I help my child?” Let’s work together 

to help our students get better every day academically, emotionally, and socially. 

 You can follow Champion on Twitter @ChampionElBears, or you can keep up with our events 

on our interactive calendar found on Champion’s website. 

 

Champion Elementary - Building Champions One Black Bear at a Time! 

 

Sincerely, 

Leslie McLean 

Principal  

A WORD FROM MR. MCLEAN 



 

 

  
  

  

 
 
 

School Advisory Council (SAC) 

The School Advisory Council (SAC) meets 
the second Wednesday of each month at 
6pm in the Media Center at Champion Ele-
mentary. Please consider joining us! 

Please join our PTA and help support our 
students! PTA dues are $5.00 per person. 
Meetings are the first Wednesday of the 
month at 3:30 in the Media Center at 
Champion Elementary. November 7th is 
the next meeting. Join us! 

Attention Families 
 

We need uniforms—please 
consider donating your 
child’s outgrown uniforms to 
the clinic. Thank you! 

Our school is made even better through 
volunteers...this could be you! If you 
would like to help in your child’s class-
room or chaperon a fieldtrip among other 
opportunities, you will need a volunteer 
application on file.  

Sign up in the front office at the kiosk or 
online at: 

apps.raptorware.com/vsoft/kiosk/volunte
erregistration 

Need a backpack?  

See our school counselor! 

Champion Elementary Student Pledge 

Champion Elementary is a Bully Free 
School 

1. We will not bully other students. 

2. We will help others who are being bul-
lied by speaking out and by getting adult 
help. 

3. Students will report suspected bullying 
to an adult on campus.   

Parents may also call the main office to re-
port possible bullying. 

Fortify Florida 

Volusia County Schools is now participat-
ing in a state mandated program called 
FortifyFL. Any student, educator, parent 
or member of the public can report 
school safety concerns directly to law en-
forcement and school administrators 
anonymously and easily through the For-
tifyFL app or www.getfortifyfl.com 

Attendance Notes 

September was a great month for attend-
ance. We had no students on the truancy 
report. Let’s keep up the good work! Also, 
remember the school day starts at 
7:55am—let’s start the day on time! 

Champion Hoodies $20.00 

See the front office to 
pre-order yours today! 

Orders must be in by No-
vember 16th. 



 

 

  

A proactive and positive approach to classroom 
management 

 
The overall goal of the CHAMPS Classroom Man-
agement System is to develop an instructional 
structure in which students are responsible, moti-
vated, and highly engaged in the specific task or 
instructional approach at hand.  
The CHAMPS Expectation Model 
Conversation: Can students converse during this 
activity? About what? With whom? For how 
long? 

Help: How do students get your attention for 
help? How do students get questions answered? 
What should they do while they wait for you? 

Activity: What is the expected end product of this 
activity? What is the task or objective? 

Movement: For what reasons can students get 
out of their seats during this activity? Do they 
need permission to do so? 

Participation: What behavior shows that students 
are participating or not participating?  

Success: There are no questions for this one. 
When CHAMPs expectations are met, students 
will be successful.  

 
 
 

Please keep your child’s emergency card updated at all times.   
Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response  

During and following an emergency situation, school and district officials must act quickly and follow established emergency protocols 
to safeguard students and staff, secure schools, and communicate accurate information in a timely manner. Parents can  assist greatly 
by helping with preparation before the emergency. Here are a few critical steps parents can take:  

• Give school officials accurate contact information so you can be reached in case of emergency. Keep the information current by 
notifying officials of any changes as soon as they occur. Multiple contact sources are helpful, including home and office telephone and 
fax numbers, cell phone numbers, email addresses, etc. Also important, in case you cannot be reached, are the up-to-date names and 
contact information of family members, friends, and any other adults authorized as emergency contacts for your child.  

• Talk to your child about your personal emergency notification arrangements and let your child and school officials know if you antic-
ipate being unavailable or difficult to reach for an extended period of time.  

• Stay informed about potentially serious situations, such as inclement weather.  

• Monitor local media when serious conditions arise at school or in the community that might result in school evacuation, early dismis-
sal, or school closing.  

• Notify school officials if you see or hear of anything that could create a danger at school. If you prefer, you may call our Communica-
tion and Monitoring Center 24/7 at (386) 943-7626.  

For more information please review the School Emergency Guide for parents on the parent portal:  
http://myvolusiaschools.org/parents-portal/Pages/default.aspx 

Champion’s school-wide safety initiative. 
Ask your student! 



 

 

 

Volusia County Schools Free and Reduced Meals 

Apply for free and reduced meals online. Please visit the School Way Café Website at 
http://myvolusiaschools.org 

· Applying online is the preferred method—you will receive your results much faster than the pa-
per application 

· Click on the Parent/Student tab 

· Click on Free & Reduced Meal Applications (under My Student) 

· DO NOT complete an online application if you have submitted a paper application. This will de-
lay your approval process. 



 

 

MULTI/VE & PRE-K NEWS 
 

 Multi VE has been studying about Ecosystems! 
We have learned about ponds, lagoons, and springs. 
Mrs. Williams’ class specifically studied about Blue 
Springs in Orange City, Florida. They observed pic-
tures of the plants and animals. They also read about 
the water temperature! Mrs. Williams’ class has adopt-
ed a Manatee! His name is Floyd! Floyd was born in 
the summer of 1978. He is easily identified by the 
park’s rangers because of an old injury that left 
him with only half a tail! We are very excited to 
assist in taking care of Floyd! 
 

 

 

 

  
Your Multi/VE & Pre-K Team 
 
 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

 
Dear Kindergarten Parents/Guardians,  
 It feels as if October came and went in the 
blink of an eye!  Our kindergarten classrooms are so 
busy the time is just flying by!  We have worked on 
writing lowercase letters, learning the elements of a 
story (characters, setting, beginning, middle, and 
end), and key details of a story.  We are working very 
hard at writing our numbers and independently rote 
counting up to 50 and many other items. Please set 
up a Conference if needed with your child’s teacher.    
 In November, we will finish up our first ten les-
sons for the SIPPS Program. Once these lessons are 
completed, students will move between the six kinder-
garten classrooms for 30-minutes on Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, and Friday to work in groups on SIPPS. 
Keep practicing those sight words and reading your 
SIPPS stories at home!  
 Have a safe and Happy Thanksgiving break 
the entire week of November 19th until classes resume 
the 26th of November.  
 
Your Kindergarten Team 

FIRST GRADE NEWS 
 

 Thankful and Grateful in FIRST GRADE… In Sci-
ence and Reading, we have been learning about 
space.  We have learned about the sun, stars, and the 
moon.  The kids really enjoyed these songs from Story-
Bots (you can look them up to enjoy at home on 
YouTube): “Time To Shine”- the moon, “I’m so Hot”- 
the sun song, and “I’m a Star”.  We are now studying 
about Earth’s surface: the water cycle, weathering, 
and erosion.  

In Reading and Social Studies, we will be learn-
ing about Veteran’s Day, the Voyage of the Mayflow-
er, and the First Thanksgiving.  We have also been 
working on many skills.  Here is one way you can help 
at home:  Main Idea and Key Details from Illustrations 
(supporting details give information about an im-
portant part of a text):  Ask and answer questions 
about the most important part in a text, identify key 
details in a text using illustrations (e.g., who, what, 
where, when, why, and how).   

In Math, we have been learning about the fol-
lowing: 
Shapes: Distinguish between defining attributes 
(number of sides and vertices) versus non-defining 
attributes (color, orientation, overall size) 
Adding and Subtracting within 20:  Here’s some of 
our strategies:  count on, make a ten, put together or 
take apart using objects or drawings; use a part-part-
whole mat; related facts 
Place Value:  Using place value to read, write, repre-
sent, and compare numbers; label set of objects with a 
written numeral to 120; count to 120 starting at any 
number less than 120; write numerals to 120 

PLEASE continue to listen to your student read 
daily, practice High Frequency/Sight Words, and 
study math facts for fluency.  

Thanks for all your support!   We hope you have a 
nice Thanksgiving break!! 

 

Mrs. Doughty, Mrs. Enck, 
Ms. Kavanagh, Ms. Thom-
as, and Ms. Bowe 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



 

 

THIRD GRADE NEWS 
 
Hello Third Grade Parents, 
 We are working hard and getting better every 
day. Here are a few things you might like to know: 
· In ELA we just finished a unit on Plays and Poems 

and will now be moving into a unit on Voting and 
Reading Maps. The skills we will primarily focus on 
for these units will be reading and understanding 
multisyllabic words, and using text features. 

· In math, we are focusing on teaching fractions 
and measurement, using a ruler, to the nearest 
half and quarter inch. 

· In science we are exploring matter and will soon 
be focused on energy.  

 With your help and support this will see a 
wonderful year of growth. Thank you for helping us 
as we all seek to get smarter every day! 
 

Ms. Graham, Mrs. Phelan, Mrs. Her-
ring, Ms. Barnes, and Mr. Knight 

SECOND GRADE NEWS  
  

 Please monitor your child’s reading and math 
homework and sign the planner nightly to check for 
notes from the teacher.  You should see your child 
bringing home a 100 Book Challenge reading record 
sheet.  All students need to read fifteen minutes night-
ly and you can sign a line on the log for every fifteen 
minutes read.   
 Children’s author Kevin Henkes is our Novem-
ber author! Popular books by Mr. Henkes are: Chry-
santhemum, Kitten’s First Full Moon, Lilly’s Purple Plas-
tic Purse, and Olive’s Ocean.  
 
Parent Tip for November:  
· Questions about characters, places, and events 
· Retell the story together 
· Make up new sentences using an unusual word 
from the story 
· Have your child create a different ending 
· Talk about similar situations in your lives 
· Don’t read too fast—give your child time to absorb 
the pictures, vocabulary, and concepts 
· Have your child impersonate a character in the 
story and explain how the character is feeling 
· Give your child a journal to write or draw pictures 
about the story 
· Create a timeline of the events in the story 
 
Happy Thanksgiving!  
 
Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Roam, Mrs. Phillips, Mrs. 
Meyer, Mr. Enck 

Students of the Week 

Every week, a star student is chosen by the classroom teacher to be the student of the week. These 
students are chosen when they exemplify the characteristic of the month. The characteristic of Octo-
ber was Kindness. This month, the characteristic is Empathy, which is defined by the Merriam-
Webster dictionary as “the action of understanding, being aware of, being sensitive to, and vicari-
ously experiencing the feelings, thoughts, and experience of another”. As a reward, the students of 
the week receive a certificate, a treat, and one student’s name is drawn for a book giveaway. Let’s 
encourage our students to consider how they can show empathy to those around them. 

 



 

 

CHAMPION PE NEWS 
 
We are going to be doing some team games during 

November including Sharks and Min-
nows, Capture the Ball, and 4-Way 
Soccer. 
 
Healthy tip for the month – ENCOUR-
AGE PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES THAT 
CHILDREN REALLY ENJOY.  Every 
child is unique.  Let children experi-
ment with different activities until 
each finds something that he or she 
really loves doing.  They will stick with 

it longer if they love it. 

 

Champion PE Team 
 
 

  
TECHNOLOGY NEWS 

 
 Students in third, fourth, and fifth have been 
improving their accuracy in typing using the program 
at www.typing.com .  They are encouraged to contin-
ue practicing at home by visiting the site and logging 
in with their alpha and password. 
 Parents and Guardians of Kindergarten-2nd 
grade, please continue to help your child learn their 
alpha (1ABCD) and birthday code (8digits) in order to 
log in to our computers at Champion. 
 Please wish the Robo Revolution Robotics’ 
team well as they prepare for their, First Lego League 
Qualifier on November 17th.  Keep up the great work 
Chadwicke, Lydia, Jillian, Story, Rylin, Isaac, Marlee, 
Devin, Kiet, and Natalie! 
 
Thank you, 
Mrs. Jacobson 

FOURTH GRADE NEWS  
  

 November is going to be an exciting month of 
learning and celebrations! On November 7th, we will 
be having our fourth grade awards ceremony! Make 
sure you come out and celebrate our scholars! No-
vember 16th will be Storybook Day. That will be an 
exciting day of reading and learning.  
In the classroom:  
Science- In November, we will be working on renewa-
ble and nonrenewable resources and introducing 
magnets.  
Math- We will be decomposing and composing frac-
tions for addition and subtraction. 
Writing- We will continue to dig deeper into our opin-
ion writing! 
 Please continue to read 30 minutes every 
night and work on your multiplication facts! This will 
continue to help us throughout the school year! 
  

Ms. Lynch, Ms. Marinelli, Ms. Smith, 
Mrs. Waldron, and Mrs. Yavonovich 
 

 
 

FIFTH GRADE NEWS 
 

 Fifth grade would like to welcome the newest 
member of the team, Mr. Chambers.  We are also ex-
cited to be attending the Young People's concert on 
November 6.  Students will be hearing a live sympho-
ny orchestra that day.  The trip costs $4 and  money is 
due by October 31.  Contact your child's teacher for 
more information.  Finally, science fair information will 
be coming during November so be on the lookout in 
your child's backpack.   

  

Ms. Astolfi, Mrs. Knight, Mrs. Martinez, 
Ms. Murray, and Mr. Chambers 

 
 



 

 



 

 


