
 

 

Empowering students to get better academically, 
physically, and socially. 
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Happy Holidays, Champion Elementary Black Bears! 

 The holiday season is upon us with decorations and lights everywhere we look.  Yet, for Champi-

on, we still have much work to do.  The second 9 weeks will end on December 20th for our students, and  

our promise to you is that we will keep our students focused on academics and at the same time allow 

them to take in this festive time of year. There are many activities for our Black Bears such as the holiday 

parades scheduled for Holly Hill on Dec. 2nd and Ormond on Dec. 9th, our annual Winter Show on Dec. 

14th at 7:00pm, and our Polar Express Day on Dec. 20th. After that, our Black Bears are off until January 

8th.  An exciting time of year indeed.  

 During the holidays, please take time to enjoy your family and friends.  I also ask that we all be dili-

gent and safe with all we do during the holidays.  Let’s promise our Black Bears the gift of safety during 

their time away from school.  

 To repeat, during the holidays ask yourself—what can I do?  The answer is to make sure our Black 

Bears are SAFE—so they too can discover the true meaning of the season—the spirit of giving. 

 Let’s work together to help our students get better every day academically, physically, and socially. 

You can follow Champion on Twitter @ChampionElBears, or you can keep up with our events on our in-

teractive calendar found on Champion’s website. 

 

Champion Elementary - Building Champions One Black Bear at a Time! 

 

Have a great holiday and Happy New Year, 

Leslie McLean 

Principal  



 

 

A proactive and positive approach to classroom management 
 
The overall goal of the CHAMPS Classroom Management System is to develop an instructional structure in 
which students are responsible, motivated, and highly engaged in the specific task or instructional approach 
at hand.  
 
The CHAMPS Expectation ModelThe CHAMPS Expectation ModelThe CHAMPS Expectation ModelThe CHAMPS Expectation Model    

CCCConversation: Can students converse during this activity? About what? With whom? For how long? 

HHHHelp: How do students get your attention for help? How do students get questions answered? What should 
they do while they wait for you? 

AAAActivity: What is the expected end product of this activity? What is the task or objective? 

MMMMovement: For what reasons can students get out of their seats during this activity? Do they need permis-
sion to do so? 

PPPParticipation: What behavior shows that students are participating or not participating?  

SSSSuccess: There are no questions for this one. When CHAMPs expectations are met, students will be successful.  

Please join our PTA and help support our stu-

dents! PTA dues are $5.00 per person. Meetings 

are the first Wednesday of the month at 3:30 in 

the Media Center at Champion Elementary 

School Advisory Council (SAC)School Advisory Council (SAC)School Advisory Council (SAC)School Advisory Council (SAC)    

The School Advisory Council 
(SAC) meets the second Wednes-
day of each month in the Media 
Center at Champion Elementary. 

CHAMPION ELEMENTARY STUDENT PLEDGECHAMPION ELEMENTARY STUDENT PLEDGECHAMPION ELEMENTARY STUDENT PLEDGECHAMPION ELEMENTARY STUDENT PLEDGE    

Champion Elementary is a Bully Free School 

1.    We will not bully other students. 

2.    We will help others who are being bullied by speaking out and by getting adult help. 

3.    Students will report suspected bullying to an adult on campus.   

Parents may also call the main office to report possible bullying. 

CHAMPION TCHAMPION TCHAMPION TCHAMPION T----SHIRTS $10.00 SHIRTS $10.00 SHIRTS $10.00 SHIRTS $10.00     



 

 

Please keep your child’s emergency card updated at all times.  Please keep your child’s emergency card updated at all times.  Please keep your child’s emergency card updated at all times.  Please keep your child’s emergency card updated at all times.      

Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response     

During and following an emergency situation, school and district officials must act quickly and follow established emergency protocols 
to safeguard students and staff, secure schools, and communicate accurate information in a timely manner. Parents can  assist greatly 
by helping with preparation before the emergency. Here are a few critical steps parents can take:  

• Give school officials accurate contact information so you can be reached in case of emergency. Keep the information current by noti-
fying officials of any changes as soon as they occur. Multiple contact sources are helpful, including home and office telephone and fax 
numbers, cell phone numbers, email addresses, etc. Also important, in case you cannot be reached, are the up-to-date names and con-
tact information of family members, friends, and any other adults authorized as emergency contacts for your child.  

• Talk to your child about your personal emergency notification arrangements and let your child and school officials know if you antic-
ipate being unavailable or difficult to reach for an extended period of time.  

• Stay informed about potentially serious situations, such as inclement weather.  

• Monitor local media when serious conditions arise at school or in the community that might result in school evacuation, early dismis-
sal, or school closing.  

• Notify school officials if you see or hear of anything that could create a danger at school. If you prefer, you may call our Communica-
tion and Monitoring Center 24/7 at (386) 943-7626.  

For more information please review the School Emergency Guide for parents on the parent portal:  
http://myvolusiaschools.org/parents-portal/Pages/default.aspx 

PBIS (POSITIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION SYSTEM) 
 

Dear Parents and Community, 
 Last school year Champion Elementary embarked on a journey with a new behavior initiative called 
PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention System).  The purpose of this program is to offer our students alternate 
ways to deal with conflict, as well as positive behavior choices and options when faced with a challenging situ-
ation.  Our school wide behavior expectations are Respect, Responsibility, and Safety and those expectations 
are posted across our campus.  You may have heard your students talking about our “Bear Paw” reward sys-
tem.  Classes and students can earn a Bear Paw for demonstrating our school expectations.  After reaching a 
certain level the class will receive a reward. Listed below are our reward levels.  Ask your student where their 
class is with Bear Paws and what rewards they may have received.  

• 20 Bear Paws -  Icy Pops for lunch 

• 40 Bear Paws – Popcorn Party at lunch 

• 60 Bear Paws -  Free Choice in the computer Lab for one class period 

• 80 Bear Paws – Lunch outside in the courtyard with a special guest OR 1 free book for each class member 
from Mrs. Weiss’ Books for Bears Program 

• 100 Bear Paws – Computer Game Choice for one class in Media OR 1 free field day ticket for each class 
member 

• 120 Bear Paws – Dance Party in the Cafeteria 

• Any class getting more than 120 additional levels will be TBA. 
 The PBIS team would be interested in hearing from our parents and community regarding ways to rein-
force good decision making and positive choices on our campus and buses. We would like to see the number 
of discipline referrals for Champion decrease and your input is valuable to us.  In addition this year we have 
added the Positive Referral Program.  Teachers and staff members can give a student a positive referral when 
they see them demonstrating our three expectations of Respect, Responsibility, and Safety.  When a child re-
ceives one they get to go to see Mrs. DeDea our guidance counselor and she has a treat for them and shares 
the positive referral with our administration and staff.  We appreciate everyone’s support of our PBIS team and 
the things we are trying to do to make Champion a “Pawsitively great place to learn!”  
 We would greatly appreciate your help in completing a quick, three-question survey! Just type this link 
into your internet browser and it will take you directly to the survey: https://goo.gl/qbkfS7  
 
Sincerely, 

Kris Light 
PBIS Team Leader 



 

 

FIRST GRADE NEWS 
  

December Greetings from 1December Greetings from 1December Greetings from 1December Greetings from 1stststst    GradeGradeGradeGrade    

“Books on the Go”:“Books on the Go”:“Books on the Go”:“Books on the Go”:  We hope that you are enjoying these books and strengthen your child’s reading skills. 
Once your child returns their bag of books they will then receive a new set of books. First Grade students 
should be reading for 15 minutes each night. These books can be used for the reading log.  

Reading:Reading:Reading:Reading:  Students will be exploring fables and folktales in English Language Arts.  Please share any books 
you may have with these types of stories in them.  Students are expected to know 122 of their 184 sight 
words by the end of December.  Please continue to work with your child daily on these words. 

Math:Math:Math:Math:        Students are continuing to work on counting to 120 from any number.  We will also be revisiting addi-
tion and subtraction within 20 to apply this skill to word problems.  Please continue to practice addition and 
subtraction math facts to 20 at home. At school, students use math tools, such as number lines, a 120 chart, a 
double ten frame, drawing pictures, or using counters, to understand their math word problems.  At home, 
you can allow them to use these same tools.  Please ask your first grader to explain their thinking when you 
work with them on their homework.  

Science:Science:Science:Science: We are moving into a study of Properties of Matter.  Students will be learning about how to compare 
and sort objects according to color, shape, texture, size, weight, temperature, and whether it sinks or floats.  
The students are very excited about this unit of study! 

Social Studies:Social Studies:Social Studies:Social Studies:  In Social Studies, your child will be learning how we show respect and kindness to people and 
animals.  Ask them about this unit of study, these are great life skills!   

Holidays Around the World:Holidays Around the World:Holidays Around the World:Holidays Around the World:    First graders will be studying different holiday customs. We will learn about dif-
ferent traditions and taste food from other countries. We will travel around to each first grade classroom. We 
will learn about Mexico, England, Ukraine and others. It’s going to be great fun! 

PLEASE continue to listen to your student read DAILY, practice High Frequency/Sight Words, and study math 
facts for fluency.  

Thanks for all you do,  
Mrs. Doughty, Ms. Diaz, Mrs. Enck, Mrs. Kaminski, and Ms. Bowe 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS 
 
Parents/Guardians,  
 Hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving. 
 Please work with your child on Sight Words at home. You can also have a Writing Journal at home to 
practice writing skills. Happy writer skills are – Capital letter at the start of a sentence, spacing in between 
words, and a period at the end of a sentence. We are working on counting to 50 and to identify, write, and 
match one to one numbers 0 – 20. For reading we are working on first, middle, and end of a story, to identify 
characters, setting, and to answer questions from a read aloud.  
 
Thanking you in advance,  

Your Kindergarten Team 



 

 

 
SECOND GRADE NEWS  

 
 Please monitor your child’s reading and math homework and sign the planner nightly to check for notes from 
the teacher.  You should see your child bringing home a 100 Book Challenge reading record sheet.  All students need to 
read fifteen minutes nightly and you can sign a line on the log for every fifteen minutes read.   
 Children’s author Pam Muñoz Ryan is our December author.  Check out some of her books: Riding Freedom, Ex-
peranza Rising, Becoming Naomi Leόn, and The Dreamer.     
 
Parent Tip for December: 
Reading with Your Child at HomeReading with Your Child at HomeReading with Your Child at HomeReading with Your Child at Home    
Having Lots of FunHaving Lots of FunHaving Lots of FunHaving Lots of Fun  
 
You may remember reading Danny and the Dino-
saur, originally published as an I Can Read! book 
more than 40 years ago. Children have lots of fun 
listening to classics and hearing their parents talk 
about favorite I Can Read! books. Timeless themes 
about family, school, friendship, and issues close to the hearts of young children continue with a growing collection of 
more than 200 titles. New authors add their own voices to the I Can Read! tradition.  
Parents appreciate the award-winning illustrations, clarity, simplicity, and rhythm. Children love the humor and charming 
conversation. Everyone loves hearing a beginning reader say, “I can read this!”  
I Can Read! books are now color-coded by level to make it easier for parents and children to gauge which level is best for 
them.  
Books that children can read at their own pace make reading lots of fun!  
Family Reading TimeFamily Reading TimeFamily Reading TimeFamily Reading Time 
Some families read before bedtime or naptime. Others read right after dinner. Try creating a “family reading time” where 
family members choose their own book, magazine, newspaper, or whatever they enjoy. I Can Read! books are written so 
young readers can be independent and feel important as they read a book with everyone else in the family.  
Making Time Together FunMaking Time Together FunMaking Time Together FunMaking Time Together Fun 
When you and your child enjoy a favorite book together, it can be interactive and fun. Try these tips:  

• Encourage your child to point to the pictures, ask questions, and turn the pages. 

• As the story moves along, ask your child what will happen next. 

• If your child doesn’t seem able to sit still during shared reading time, don’t give up! The art of listening is an acquired 
skill. 
If reading aloud is new for you and your child, start with a book like Biscuit in our My First: Shared Reading collection, 
and gradually move to books with more text like Frog and Toad Are Friends in the Level 2: Reading with Help collection. 
The American Library Association emphasizes the importance of reading with children at home. Association members 
encourage parents to read books with children at home because it:  

• helps create a special bond between parent and child 

• introduces children to art through the illustrations 

• enhances children’s listening skills 

• introduces children to a wide variety of experiences 

• helps prepare children for learning to read 

• improves and enriches the quality of children’s lives 
provides fun and enjoyment for children and adults 
Beyond Lap ReadingBeyond Lap ReadingBeyond Lap ReadingBeyond Lap Reading 
I Can Read! books are so engaging that families can enjoy them off the couch, too. Try acting out your favorite story. Old-
er children can make a home movie. Crafty kids can create paper-bag puppets, costumes, or masks to retell the stories 
they like the best.  
Don’t Be “Too Busy” to Read! Don’t Be “Too Busy” to Read! Don’t Be “Too Busy” to Read! Don’t Be “Too Busy” to Read!  
Have you ever said, “We’re just too busy to read together!”?  
One of the easiest and most enjoyable ways to prepare your child for school is reading aloud to them. Reading books 
together is a treasured memory for children and parents alike. Plus, it is a great way for children to learn how to read and 
develop an enjoyment of reading! A few minutes a day spent reading aloud to your child can make a significant differ-
ence in his or her life. 
    
Have a very Merry Christmas and we look forward to all we will learn in the New Year!   
  

Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Roam, Mrs. Phillips, Mrs. Meyer, Mr. Enck 

Danny and the dinosaur went all over town and 
had lots of fun. 
“It’s good to take an hour or two off after a hun-
dred million years,” said the dinosaur. 



 

 

FOURTH GRADE NEWS  
 
 We hope that you had a wonderful Thanksgiving with your family and friends! We are all looking 
forward to a joyful Holiday Season and recognize that December can be a very hectic time. Nonetheless, 
we hope that you will encourage your 4th grade student to continue to read for 30 minutes or more each 
day and to continue to strengthen his or her math skills by completing homework.  If you have any ques-
tions about what the homework is for the day, please check and sign your child’s Homework Planner.  

The 4th Grade Team is excited to announce the Social Studies Project and Fair information.  Each 
student received a Student Project Guide on Tuesday, 11/28, that includes information about the topic 
“Compromise and Conflict in History” and different types of projects that can be submitted. If you have 
not already done so, please sign and return the letter letting us know that your received the packet and 
reviewed the information with your 4th grader. The planning sheet is due on Monday, December 11. The 
completed Project is due on Tuesday, January 16, 2018.  Champion’s Social Studies Fair will be held on 
Friday, January 19.  We will be sending our best projects to represent Champion on Saturday, February 
24 at the Volusia County Social Studies Fair at Deland High School. Please remember that this is for a So-
cial Studies grade. If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher; we are happy to help 
you! 

We wish you a blessed Holiday Season and a Happy New Year! 
 

Ms. Graham, Ms. Gragg, Mrs. Lynch, Mrs. Waldron, Ms. Weite 

FIFTH GRADE NEWS 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 We are half way through the second quarter. We will always continue to follow the Champion Ele-
mentary expectations such as safety, respect, and responsibility. Please encourage your children to keep on 
following those expectations. Remember that your child has math homework each night, excluding week-
ends. If they do not complete an in-school assignment, they can bring it home to complete; this goes for all 
subjects. It is very important to support your child at home and encourage them to read each night for at least 
30 minutes. This will help build great reading habits and strengthen their reading skills in class. Thank you and 
together we can together we can together we can together we can because 5th grade is always AWESOME!  
   

Your Fifth Grade Team 

THIRD GRADE NEWS 
 
Hello Third Grade Parents, 
 We are working hard and getting better every day. Here are a few things you might like to know: 
 We ask our students to read for 30 minutes each nightread for 30 minutes each nightread for 30 minutes each nightread for 30 minutes each night to help build their fluency and reading stamina. 
We have been focusing on our map skills and reading American Folk Tales. We will soon be transitioning to 
Myths and Fables. 
 In math, we are focusing on teaching    measurement and timemeasurement and timemeasurement and timemeasurement and time. For measurement we will only measure 
to the nearest ½ and ¼ inch. We are learning to read an analog clock to the nearest minute and elapsed time. 
 Our current topic in science is Energy. Your child is learning that Energy has the ability to cause a 
change in matter. They are going to learn the basics of heat, light, electrical, sound, and kinetic energy. 
 With your help and support this will see a wonderful year of growth. Thank you for helping us as we 
all seek to get smarter every day! 
 

Your Third Grade Team 



 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
 

 
 It is hard to believe that we are almost to the end of the second grading period and halfway through 
our school year.  The students have been practicing for a very special Holiday show this year.  This year’s holi-
day show features Holiday books presented in a Readers Theater format with our Kindergarten, First, and Sec-
ond grade students.  Each grade level will be presenting a book and song related to the story.  In addition our 
STOMP percussion ensemble, Orff Xylophone ensemble and Honey Bear Dance Team will be performing in 
our holiday show.  Our goal is to help everyone enjoy the spirit of the season with some of the beautiful 
“Sounds of the Season” through music.  Our holiday show will be presented on Thursday, December 14th for 
our parents and community members at 7pm in our Cafeteria.  In addition our students will have the oppor-
tunity to perform for the school on the mornings of December 12th for our primary students, and December 
13th for our Intermediate students.  I look forward to seeing so many of you at our performance for the com-
munity and our students share in the spirit of the season.   
 
Musically Yours, 

Kris Light 
Music Teacher 

MULTI/VE & PRE-K NEWS 
  

 It's been a GREAT month in Multi/VE! Ms. Lovetro’s students enjoyed all the Thanksgiving activities. 
We read many books about Fall, Thanksgiving and of course turkeys. Our classroom doors were fun to deco-
rate and they looked awesome! Storybook Day was enjoyed by all! We are now excited for the Christmas sea-
son. The holidays are a fun time for our students! 
 Ms. Williams’ class got the attendance award two weeks in a row. The students got to sit with Bee 
Bear while they did their class work. Keep up the good job of coming to school each day. 
 Ms. Reck’s class is having a great month. We’re working hard with our Uniques reading curriculum. 
The students are learning how different life is now versus long, long ago. 
 Pre-K has been a bundle of energy this month as we head full force into the holidays! We are learning 
about seasons, the letters U, V, and Y, and taking turns.  We are also learning that math is all around us and 
can be measured in many different ways.  Math concepts such as empty/full and making sets are also being 
introduced this month.  In science we are getting to practice using a thermometer and seeing the way that it 
changes with hot and cold water. We are also getting to practice with matter and how ice changes when put 
in warm water and the way sand changes when it gets wet.  In Pre-K we are always learning throughout our 
day, even during play!  
 

Your Multi/VE & Pre-K Team 

CHAMPION PE NEWS 
  

The students finished their fitness testing and did very well.  We are now working on a ten-
nis unit.  Please follow our PE activities on our PE website championpe.weebly.com  
    
Healthy Tip for the Month – Be a positive role model for your child.  If you practice healthy 
habits, it is a lot easier to convince your children to do the same. 
 

Your PE Team 



 

 

MEDIA NEWS 
 

 Champion is Thankful for Reading—This Thanksgiving, Champion Elementary is Thankful for 
Reading. Students at Champion celebrated the last day before Thanksgiving Break with a Storybook 
Day centered around Fairytales. Media specialist Jacqueline Ouellette selected classic stories for the 
students to hear, accompanied by a rotation of fun activities.  
 Local author Sara Husebo, who wrote Cinderella’s Treasures, volunteered her time to talk 
about the writing process and share her story with the students. Students were also entertained 
with a puppet show of Rumpelstiltskin put on by Bits and Pieces Productions. Retired teachers re-
turned to Champion to share other wonderful stories, Jack and the Beanstalk and Hansel and 
Gretel, which were followed by hands on activities to enhance the story.  One of the student’s favor-
ite rotations was “Fairytale Café” where student had to match which food was in each story and 
they had the chance to taste all the food.  The porridge from Goldilocks and the Three Bears and the 
green bean from Jack and the Bean Stalk received mixed reviews, while the gumdrops from Hansel 
and Gretel and gingerbread cookies from the Gingerbread Man were the biggest hits. These won-
derful activities were sponsored by media fundraising, Futures mini grant, and Publix.   

  

Champion’s schoolChampion’s schoolChampion’s schoolChampion’s school----wide wide wide wide 
safety initiative. Ask your safety initiative. Ask your safety initiative. Ask your safety initiative. Ask your 
student!student!student!student!    

VOLUNTEER AT CHAMPION!VOLUNTEER AT CHAMPION!VOLUNTEER AT CHAMPION!VOLUNTEER AT CHAMPION! 

Our school is made even better 
through volunteers...this could be 
you! If you would like to help in 
your child’s classroom or chaper-
on a fieldtrip among other oppor-
tunities, you will need a volunteer 
application on file.  

Sign up in the front office at the 
kiosk or online at: 

apps.raptorware.com/vsoft/kiosk
/volunteerregistration 

Need a backpackNeed a backpackNeed a backpackNeed a backpack?  

See our school counselor!See our school counselor!See our school counselor!See our school counselor!    



 

 

FROM THE NURSE’S DESK 

 

Sick Day Guidelines 

 

Children should stay home if:Children should stay home if:Children should stay home if:Children should stay home if: 

• Has fever of 101.0 degrees or higher 

• Has been vomitingvomitingvomitingvomiting or has diarrheadiarrheadiarrheadiarrhea 

• Has symptoms that keep him/her from participating in school, such as: 

◊ Very tired or lack of appetite 

◊ Cough that he/she cannot control, sneezing often 

◊ Headache, body aches, earache 

◊ Sore throat—a little sore is OK, but a bad sore throat could be strep throatstrep throatstrep throatstrep throat, 
even if there is no fever. Other signs of strep throat in children are a head-
ache and upset stomach, or rash. Call your doctor if your child has these 
signs. A special test is needed to know if it is strep throat. 

• Keep your child home if he/she is coughing or sneezing often because this spreads Keep your child home if he/she is coughing or sneezing often because this spreads Keep your child home if he/she is coughing or sneezing often because this spreads Keep your child home if he/she is coughing or sneezing often because this spreads 
the sickness to others.the sickness to others.the sickness to others.the sickness to others.    

 

24 HOUR RULE:24 HOUR RULE:24 HOUR RULE:24 HOUR RULE:    

• FEVER: FEVER: FEVER: FEVER: Keep your child home until his/her FEVER has been gone WITHOUT medi-FEVER has been gone WITHOUT medi-FEVER has been gone WITHOUT medi-FEVER has been gone WITHOUT medi-
cine cine cine cine for 24 hoursfor 24 hoursfor 24 hoursfor 24 hours. Colds can be contagious for at least 48 hours. Returning to 
school too soon may slow recovery and make others sick. 

• VOMITING or DIARRHEA: VOMITING or DIARRHEA: VOMITING or DIARRHEA: VOMITING or DIARRHEA: Keep your child home for 24 hours after the LASTLASTLASTLAST time 
he/she vomited or had diarrheavomited or had diarrheavomited or had diarrheavomited or had diarrhea. 

• ANTIBIOTICS: ANTIBIOTICS: ANTIBIOTICS: ANTIBIOTICS: Keep your child home until 24 hours after the FIRSTFIRSTFIRSTFIRST dose of antibi-dose of antibi-dose of antibi-dose of antibi-
oticoticoticotic for anything like an ear infection or strep throat. 

 

We often have many children and adults with colds coming to school, and each one 
is passing their sickness to others. Remember to wash hands and cover coughs and 
sneezes. Please help others from becoming sick by keeping your child home while the 
sickest. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Thursday, December 7th 

5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 

2280 W International Speedway 

Daytona Beach, FL 32114 

(386)366-9117 

*The Volusia County School Board is not affiliated with this event 

in any manner nor does it endorse or assume any responsibility for 

any activities which may occur in connection with it. 

Champion Elementary’s  

Holiday ShowHoliday ShowHoliday ShowHoliday Show    
December 14th, 7pm, Cafeteria 

 

Enjoy the beautiful “Sounds of the 
Season” through music 

Featuring: Featuring: Featuring: Featuring:     

Kindergarten, 1st, and  

2nd grade students 

 

Also starring:Also starring:Also starring:Also starring:    

STOMP percussion ensemble 

Orff Xylophone Ensemble 

Honey Bear Dance Team 
 



 

 



 

 


