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Empowering students to get better academically, 
emotionally, and socially. 



 

 

August 2018 

 
Welcome Back - Champion Elementary Black Bears! 

 I am so excited to get our school year started.  It seems like only yesterday that I was waving 
good-bye to our Black Bears for summer.  I hope you all had a relaxing summer, and you are now 
ready to go for another educationally-packed school year.  I can’t wait to see you all on August 13 
for our first day of the 2018-2019 school year.   

 This year you will find many changes at Champion Elementary.   First, I am proud to introduce 
you to our new AP—Ms. Jennifer Dietz.  Ms. Dietz comes to Champion with many years of experi-
ence in administration with expertise in curriculum and instruction.  We are truly blessed to have her 
as a Champion Black Bear.   

 In addition to Ms. Dietz, Champion welcomes to our Black Bear family: Cara Astolfi—5th grade, 
Annissa Clue—Kindergarten, Ariel Kavanagh—1st grade, Stephanie Kelly—Art, Tessa Marinelli—4th 
grade, Susan McCafferty—ESE, Julian Murray—5th grade, Tina Phelan—3rd grade, Tara Thomas—1st 
grade, Caitlin Smith—4th grade, Kari Yovanovich—4th grade, and Sara Zeng—Music. 

 In addition to our many new faces on campus, you will also notice we have rewritten our mis-
sion statement and vision to reflect our true work here at Champion. 

 Our new Mission statement:  “Champion Elementary empowers its students to get better aca-
demically, emotionally, and socially.” 

 Our new Vision statement:  “Building Champions One Black Bear at A Time!” 

 Finally, even though Champion earned a school grade of a D this past year, I can assure you 
that grade does not reflect the work that our teachers put in last year and the direction in which we 
are now going.  To make my point, Champion earned 5-Star status again this year, as well as the 
Golden School Award for volunteer hours, and finally, we were recognized for reducing our absen-
teeism by 10%.  Champion will not be defined solely by a grade. 

 I am looking forward to a great year, and if you ever need anything, let me know. 

 Please follow Champion on Twitter @ChampionElBears, or you can keep up with our events 
on our interactive calendar found on Champion’s website. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Leslie McLean 

Principal  

A WORD FROM MR. MCLEAN 



 

 

Champion = navy blue & red 

Volusia County Schools Free and Reduced Meals 

Apply for free and reduced meals online. Please visit the School Way Café Website at 
http://myvolusiaschools.org 

· Applying online is the preferred method—you will receive your results much faster 
than the paper application 

· Click on the Parent/Student tab 

· Click on Free & Reduced Meal Applications (under My Student) 

· DO NOT complete an online application if you have submitted a paper application. 
This will delay your approval process. 



 

 

  
  

 
 
 

School Advisory Council (SAC) 

The School Advisory Council (SAC) meets 
the second Wednesday of each month at 
6pm in the Media Center at Champion Ele-
mentary. 

Please join our PTA and help support our 
students! PTA dues are $5.00 per person. 
Meetings are the first Wednesday of the 
month at 3:30 in the Media Center at 
Champion Elementary 

Open House 

Champion’s Open House will be the even-
ing of Thursday, September13th, from 6-
8pm. We hope to see you there! 

Awards!  

Champion received the Superin-
tendent’s Initiative Attendance 
Award which means absenteeism 
reduced by 10% last school year!  

   

Due to our phenomenal volunteers, 
Champion was awarded the Golden 
School Award for volunteer hours for the 
2017-2018 school year. Our volunteers 
logged 3,202 hours for the year! Thank 
you for your support! 

Attention Families 
 

We need uniforms—please 
consider donating your 
child’s out grown uniforms 
to the clinic. Thank you! 

CHAMPION T-SHIRTS $10.00  Our school is made even better through 
volunteers...this could be you! If you 
would like to help in your child’s class-
room or chaperon a fieldtrip among other 
opportunities, you will need a volunteer 
application on file.  

Sign up in the front office at the kiosk or 
online at: 

apps.raptorware.com/vsoft/kiosk/volunte
erregistration 

Need a backpack?  

See our school counselor! 

Champion Elementary Student Pledge 

Champion Elementary is a Bully Free 
School 

1. We will not bully other students. 

2. We will help others who are being bul-
lied by speaking out and by getting adult 
help. 

3. Students will report suspected bullying 
to an adult on campus.   

Parents may also call the main office to re-
port possible bullying. 



 

 

  

A proactive and positive approach to classroom 
management 

 
The overall goal of the CHAMPS Classroom Man-
agement System is to develop an instructional 
structure in which students are responsible, moti-
vated, and highly engaged in the specific task or 
instructional approach at hand.  
The CHAMPS Expectation Model 
Conversation: Can students converse during this 
activity? About what? With whom? For how 
long? 

Help: How do students get your attention for 
help? How do students get questions answered? 
What should they do while they wait for you? 

Activity: What is the expected end product of this 
activity? What is the task or objective? 

Movement: For what reasons can students get 
out of their seats during this activity? Do they 
need permission to do so? 

Participation: What behavior shows that students 
are participating or not participating?  

Success: There are no questions for this one. 
When CHAMPs expectations are met, students 
will be successful.  

 
 
 

Please keep your child’s emergency card updated at all times.   
Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response  

During and following an emergency situation, school and district officials must act quickly and follow established emergency protocols 
to safeguard students and staff, secure schools, and communicate accurate information in a timely manner. Parents can  assist greatly 
by helping with preparation before the emergency. Here are a few critical steps parents can take:  

• Give school officials accurate contact information so you can be reached in case of emergency. Keep the information current by 
notifying officials of any changes as soon as they occur. Multiple contact sources are helpful, including home and office telephone and 
fax numbers, cell phone numbers, email addresses, etc. Also important, in case you cannot be reached, are the up-to-date names and 
contact information of family members, friends, and any other adults authorized as emergency contacts for your child.  

• Talk to your child about your personal emergency notification arrangements and let your child and school officials know if you antic-
ipate being unavailable or difficult to reach for an extended period of time.  

• Stay informed about potentially serious situations, such as inclement weather.  

• Monitor local media when serious conditions arise at school or in the community that might result in school evacuation, early dismis-
sal, or school closing.  

• Notify school officials if you see or hear of anything that could create a danger at school. If you prefer, you may call our Communica-
tion and Monitoring Center 24/7 at (386) 943-7626.  

For more information please review the School Emergency Guide for parents on the parent portal:  
http://myvolusiaschools.org/parents-portal/Pages/default.aspx 

Champion’s school-wide safety initiative. 
Ask your student! 



 

 

VCS 214 -2  Emergency Evacuation Information 
Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response 

While we hope that every school day runs smoothly, an emergency situation can occur at any giv-
en time.  It is important that we follow school and district policies, procedures and guidelines to en-
sure the safety of our students and staff.    

In the event that our school becomes unsafe and we have to evacuate our campus, we have an 
agreement with David Hinson Middle School as our primary evacuation site and Father Lopez  High 
School as the secondary evacuation site.  Our media staging area is located at the intersection of 
Thornberry Branch Lane and Tournament Drive.    

Connect Ed phone messages and local media will be great sources of current information for fami-
lies.   Stay tuned to local news channels and be sure to keep your phone numbers current with 
school officials so that you know exactly what is going on if we were in an emergency situation.     

 



 

 

MULTI/VE & PRE-K NEWS 
 

 Multi VE and Pre-K teachers would like to 
welcome all of our wonderful students back to 
school. We hope everyone had a  relaxing sum-
mer as we all did.  This is going to be a fun and 
exciting school year with lots of learning taking 
place. All of our usual routines are already in 
place so we're expecting a smooth transition to 
this new year!   
  
Your Multi/VE & Pre-K Team 
 
 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

 
 Welcome Kindergartners to Champion Ele-
mentary, We look forward to meeting you, with a 
lot of learning, fun, and excitement. Get some 
good sleep and be ready to learn. Parents, we will 
meet you during Meet the Teacher and Open 
House. Please let us know if you have any ques-
tions or concerns.  Looking forward to meeting 
everyone!  See you soon! 
 
The Kindergarten Team 
 
 

FIRST GRADE NEWS 
 

WELCOME TO FIRST GRADE!!! 
NEW to your students….Planners, 
CHAMPS Procedures, Homework, 
and Reading Logs… 
  

PLANNERS: Please check your student planner and all 
notes home every day, sign or initial, so we can 
assure communication. This is our best chance of 
keeping in touch. 
  
CHAMPS Procedures: The cafeteria and every class-
room is using it; ask your child about it. 
(Continued on next column…) 

(Continued from previous column…) 
HOMEWORK: Students have homework Monday 
through Thursday. Students should have a folder or 
notebook to keep it in, and a backpack every day. 
Please review their homework with them daily. 
  
READING LOGS: Students are expected to read for 15 
minutes every day. They should fill out a line on 
their Reading Log for every 15 minutes they read. Par-
ents or guardians should sign these logs daily as well. 
  
Thanks for all your support! We are excited about this 
year!!! 

   
Mrs. Doughty, Ms. Diaz, Mrs. Enck, Mrs. Ka-
minski, and Ms. Bowe 
 
 

SECOND GRADE NEWS  
  

 Welcome back! We are so excited to begin 
the year and grow together this year!  Please 
monitor your child’s reading and math home-
work and sign the planner nightly to check for 
notes from the teacher.  You may see your child 
bringing home a 100 Book Challenge reading 
record sheet.  All students need to read fifteen 
minutes nightly and you can sign a line on the 
log for every fifteen minutes read.  
 Children’s author Judy Schachner is our 
August author.  Check out some of her Skippyjon 
Jones books.   
 
Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Roam, Mrs. Phillips, Mrs. 
Meyer, Mr. Enck 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



 

 

FOURTH GRADE NEWS  
  
 We are so excited to welcome everyone 
back to school! We hope you had a fun and relax-
ing summer, but are ready to get back to learn-
ing. Fourth grade has lots of exciting things 
planned for this year. We are looking forward to 
getting to know everyone and kicking off a great 
school year. 
 
Ms. Lynch, Ms. Marinelli, Ms. Smith, Mrs. 
Waldron, and Mrs. Yavonovich 
 
 
 

FIFTH GRADE NEWS 
 
Welcome back, Fifth Graders! 
 

GRADE 5 SUPPLY LIST 

2 spiral notebooks 

2 composition notebooks 

2 packs Expo dry erase markers 

4 plastic pocket folders with prongs 

2 packs of 24 count pencils 

1 ream of copy paper 

3 pack of lined paper 

1 pack of multi colored highlighters 

1 box of tissues 

1 – 2” binder 

1 pack of colored pencils 

1 pack of washable markers 

1 pack of cap erasers 

1 pack of crayons 

2 bottles of hand sanitizers  

 
Your Fifth Grade Team 
 
 
 
 
 

THIRD GRADE NEWS 
  

 Welcome to 3rd grade! We are so excited 
to have your child in 3rd grade this year! Through-
out this year we will focus on so many wonderful 
reading, writing, math, social studies, and science 
skills. For this first update I just wanted to let you 
know that the 3rd grade team, Ms. Graham, Mrs. 
Phelan, Mrs. Herring, Ms. Barnes, and Mr. Knight, 
are committed to working hard with your child 
this year. We are committed to the goal set forth 
by our leadership of “Empowering our students 
to improve academically, emotionally, and social-
ly.” We are looking forward to working with you 
to accomplish that goal. Thank you for your com-
mitment to stand alongside us. 

Ms. Graham, Mrs. Phelan, Mrs. Herring, 
Ms. Barnes, and Mr. Knight 
 

 
 

CHAMPION PE NEWS 
 
 We are off to a great year!  We have start-
ed working on our line leader exercises and ob-
stacle course warm up activities.  The students 
will also be working on improving their space 
and body awareness along with loco-motor skills. 
If your child is in pre-k, kindergarten, first, or sec-
ond grade, your child will be working hard on 
skills such as skipping, galloping, and hopping.  If 
your child cannot do these skills, continue to 
practice with him/her.  
 

HEALTH TIP FOR THE MONTH 
Get enough sleep.  Sleep is important for your 
body and your brain.  Sleep makes day-to-day ac-
tivities easier.  You will do better on schoolwork, 
perform better at your sports, and get along bet-
ter with your friends and family.  Sleep also helps 
protect you from getting sick and can ensure you 
reach your full growth potential. On average, kids 
between the ages of 5 and 12 need 11 to 12 
hours of sleep.    
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Kindergarten 

3 boxes 24 pk Crayola crayons 

2 bottles of Elmer’s glue 

2 packs of No. 2 pencils (12pk) 

Glue sticks 

Spiral or Composition Notebook 

3 x 5 Index cards 

Colored Pencils (12pk) 

1 Box of tissues 

1 Ream white copy paper – 500 sheets 
(Boys) 

1 Ream card stock (Girls) 

Dry erase markers – black 

Plastic pencil box 

Large pink eraser 

Big pencils/erasers 

3 – 3-pronged folder with pockets (plastic) 

Hand sanitizer 10 oz. with pump 

Child Fiskar Scissors 

Yellow Highlighters  

Sandwich-size baggies – zip-lock 

8-pack Crayola markers 

Gallon size zip-lock bags 

Grade 1 

2 Boxes Ticonderoga #2 pencils 

4 large pink erasers 

1 pack Crayola markers 

2 boxes (24 pack) Crayola crayons 

1 pair Fiskar scissors 

12 glue sticks 

2 reams white copy paper 

1 ream color copy paper 

1 ream color cardstock paper 

1 pack Expo multi-color dry erase markers 

2 boxes of tissues 

4 plastic pronged pocket folders 

1 composition notebook 

1 large hand sanitizer 

1 large plastic pencil box 

Grade 2 

4 pocket folders (with prongs) 

4 spiral notebooks 

6-8 glue sticks  

2 packages No. 2 pencils 

3 packages 24 ct. crayons  

1 box washable markers 

2 boxes tissues 

1 ream copy paper 

1 pair Fiskar scissors 

1 plastic pencil box 

1 pack lined notebook paper 

2 packages pencil cap erasers 

3 packages dry erase markers 

1 container Lysol Wipes 

1 hand sanitizer 

Grade 3 

1 box crayons 

2 bottles of Elmer's glue 

3 spiral notebooks 

1 1-inch 3 ring binder 

5 pronged folders 

1 pack of #2 pencils 

1 pack of notebook paper 

1 pack of pink erasers 

1 pack of dry erase markers 

1 pack of computer paper 

1 composition notebook 

1 pack of markers 

1 pack of tissues  

Grade 4 

6 composition notebooks  

1 package notebook paper 

2 dozen #2 pencils 

1 package cap erasers 

4 glue sticks 

1 liquid glue 

5 two-pocket folders with prongs 

1 box Crayons 

1 package colored pencils 

1 ream copy paper 

2 packs index cards 

1 large tissue box 

1 pack Expo dry-eraser markers 

1 Wet Wipes 

1 hand sanitizer 

Grade 5 

2 spiral notebooks 

2 composition notebooks 

2 packs Expo dry erase markers 

4 plastic pocket folders with prongs 

2 packs of 24 count pencils 

1 ream of copy paper 

3 pack of lined paper 

1 pack of multi colored highlighters 

1 box of tissues 

1 – 2” binder 

1 pack of colored pencils 

1 pack of washable markers 

1 pack of cap erasers 

1 pack of crayons 

2 bottles of hand sanitizers  

ESE 

Copy paper 

Glue sticks 

Markers (washable) 

Crayons—(Large size ones for Pre-K) 

Construction paper 

Pencils (regular and color) 

Elmer’s glue 

Child scissors (no pointed ends for Pre-K) 

2 pocket folders 

Hand Sanitizer, Tissues, disinfectant wipes 

Copy Paper 

Dry Erase Markers 

Velcro 

Any size zip lock bags 

Snacks specific to your child (for example: 
gummy bears, chips, etc) 

**Pre-K only 

Rest mat 

Small blanket for rest time with your child’s 
name or initials on it 

 

 

CHAMPION ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
20 18–20 19  SCHOOL  SUPPLY  L I ST  


