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4th & 5th Grade 
FSA ELA Writing 
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Early Release 
1:05pm 

3:30pm PTA 
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3rd Grade FSA 
ELA Reading  

In-School Field 
Trip (Multi Unit) 
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Kona Ice 
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Saturday 
School 

7 8 
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(Media Center) 

11 
 

6pm Spring Per-
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Flats Spirit Night 
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Education Day 
Tortugas Game 
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8:30 Volunteer 
Appreciation 

Breakfast 
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1:05pm 

Midterm End 
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6-7pm Kinder-
garten Registra-

tion (Media 
Center) 
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Saturday 
School 
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Empowering students to get better academically, 
emotionally, and socially. 



 

 

April 2019 
 
 
Welcome Back, Champion Elementary Black Bears! 
  I hope everyone had either an uneventful or eventful Spring Break depending upon your pref-
erence. It has been busy at Champion as our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students have been working 
hard to prepare for FSA math, reading, and science assessments. April 2nd our 4th and 5th graders will 
take the Writing assessment and on April 3rd and 4th our 3rd graders will take their reading assess-
ments. Please make sure to review the April testing calendar located in our newsletter.  The testing 
calendar will help you make sure your student is well rested on the day of the assessments. 
  I am excited to let you know we have Saturday School starting this week through the month of 
April.  Our students will spend extra time preparing for the upcoming May assessments.  Please ask 
your students to see his/her teacher for a permission slip to attend Saturday School. 
  Our Spring Show, Brought To You By, is scheduled for Thursday, April 11th, at 6pm in our café.  
I hope to see you there! 
  Just in—we have our new start and end times for next year! We’ll start the day at 7:50am and 
end our day at 2:30pm. Please plan ahead now for next year. 
  Finally, I want to assure you that your child is safe at Champion Elementary, and I ask that if 
you ever have any concerns, please come in to see me.  We will work together to find a resolution.   
  Let’s work together to help our students get better every day academically, emotionally, and 
socially. 
  You can follow Champion on Twitter @ChampionElBears, or you can keep up with our events 
on our interactive calendar found on Champion’s website. 
 

Champion Elementary - Building Champions One Black Bear at a Time! 
 
Sincerely, 

Leslie McLean 

Principal  
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Testing Information 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Buffy Snipes, and I am Champion Elementary’s In-

structional Coach. Over the past eight years, I have worked very closely with many of our struggling students 
as an intervention teacher, where I used students’ performance data to identify individual needs and provide 
student-centered instruction. As an instructional coach, my role is very similar. I work hand in hand with 
teachers in and outside of the classroom to identify the instructional needs of students’ school-wide plan for 
rigorous core instruction and remediation of skills, as well as share research-based best practices to ensure 
your child is getting the highest quality education. Our belief at Champion is that through collaborative ef-
forts, we will empower out students to get better academically, emotionally, and socially.  

 With FSA just around the corner, I want to assure you that our teachers have been working diligent-
ly to prepare your child.  However, there are several things you can do at home to help. First, remind your 
children that they have the ability to impact how well they do on the state assessment. The key is to stay 
focused, apply what they have learned, and put forth their best effort from start to finish. Another way to 
empower your children is to build their confidence so that they will enter testing day with a positive atti-
tude. When students believe in themselves it helps increase motivation, perseverance, and the courage to 
overcome obstacles.  

For your convenience, I have included testing dates as well as a list of test-taking tips and things to 
know about testing day. You can also expect further updates through our Connect Ed calling system. Re-
member, we are in this together and together we are building Champions One Black Bear at a Time!  

 
Respectfully, 
Buffy Snipes 

Testing Dates: 

 

Test Taking Tips: 
· Make sure your child gets an ample amount of sleep the night before the test. 
· The student should eat a nutritious and filling breakfast.  Avoid high sugar cereals which can make the 

student hyper and/or unfocused. 
· Make sure the student is on time the day of testing and set a backup alarm to avoid the possibility of 

oversleeping. 
· Try not to put too much pressure on the student.  Reinforce that as long as they work hard in prepara-

tion and do their absolute best you will be proud of them. 
· Avoid negative language when talking about expectations of the test and try not to engage in nega-

tive talk with other students before the test.  Instead, try to replace with positive wording or affirma-
tions. 

Things to Know About Testing Day: 
· No electronic devices are allowed, including cell phones, tablets, or smart watches during test time or 

breaks; even if they are turned off or not in use. 
· Prior to testing, the testing rules will be read by the teacher and the students will sign to acknowledge 

they understand the rules as they have been read. 
· Students who leave before completing a session will not be allowed to return to that session. 
· Students are not to discuss test content after testing.  This also includes any type of electronic communi-

cation such as emailing or posting online via social media. 

April 2 FSA ELA Writing grades 4-5 

April 3-4 FSA ELA Reading grade 3 

May 1-2 FSA ELA Reading grades 4-5 

May 6-7 Math grades 3, 4, 5 

May 8-9 FCAT Science grade 5 



 

 

Q: Hey, Papa Bear, can you tell us about Champion’s Teacher of the Year? 
 
A: I would like to take this time to introduce you to Champion’s Teacher of the Year (TOTY). 
I have been in education for many years and have been touched by many wonderfully tal-
ented teachers, but in all those years, I have truly been inspired by only a few outstanding 
teachers.  Melanie Herring is one such teacher. She models what all teachers should aspire to 
become—an educational inspiration. 

  Melanie Herring teaches 3rd grade at Champion, she is a part of our SAC team, and a contributor to 
our faculty, but I want to share another area of her talents.  Melanie Herring has taken upon herself to be 
a leader in her grade level.  She is not the Grade Leader, nor does she get paid extra to do this, but she saw 
the need and has stepped up when our students needed it most.  She helps identify instructional materi-
als; moreover, she is a role model for our new teachers.  And I, as a simple on-looker, stand back in awe of 
the quality of her efforts. She even gives her time as a volunteer for our dancing team, The Honey Bears.  
Through her actions, Melanie Herring cares about our students and our school. 
  Her hard work and dedication epitomize what it means to be a TOTY.  She helps students become an 
academic success, she helps with school spirit, and her work ultimately helps with our school climate.  To 
me, Melanie Herring is an “Educational Hero.”  I am proud to say that Melanie Herring is a teacher at 
Champion Elementary and our Teacher of the Year.  Now you too know Champion’s Teacher of the Year. 

Ask Papa Bear & Black Bear Spotlight 

CHAMPION PE NEWS 
  
Jump Rope for Heart Update: Congratulations to Mi-

kayla Medvezky who was our top 
fundraiser for Jump Rope For 
Heart!  Congratulations to Shawn 
Greene, Joseph Wilson, Faith 
Schroeder and Mackenzi Capers 

who rounded out our top 5 fundraisers.  We raised 
$7,800.00!  Great job to all those who participated!  
 We had field day on March 14th.  The students had 
a lot of fun competition! In addition, we had the Fit-
ness Festival on March 15th.  We will put results in the 
next newsletter.   
 During the month of April, the students will be 
working on pickle ball and physical fitness testing.  
They will try to beat their own scores from October in 
several events including the 50 yard dash, pull-ups, 
push-ups, sit ups, sit and reach, shuttle run, distance 
run, and standing long jump. 
 
HEALTHY TIP FOR THE MONTH: 
EAT BREAKFAST.  It is the most im-
portant meal of the day!  
 
Champion PE Team 
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Champion Elementary is a better place 
because of volunteers like you! We are 

saying “THANK YOU” with a breakfast on 
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Join us! RSVP by April 17th  
aftaylor@volusia.k12.fl.us or 386-258-4664 



 

 

School Advisory Council (SAC) 

The School Advisory Council (SAC) meets 
the second Wednesday of each month at 
6pm in the Media Center at Champion Ele-
mentary. *Attention* SAC elections this 
month. Be there! 

Please join our PTA and help support our 
students! PTA dues are $5.00 per person. 
Meetings are the first Wednesday of the 
month at 3:30 in the Media Center at 
Champion Elementary. April 3rd is our 
next meeting. Join us! 

Our school is made even better through 
volunteers...this could be you! If you 
would like to help in your child’s class-
room or chaperon a fieldtrip among other 
opportunities, you will need a volunteer 
application on file.  

Sign up in the front office at the kiosk or 
online at: 

apps.raptorware.com/vsoft/kiosk/volunte
erregistration 

Champion Elementary Student Pledge 
Champion Elementary is a Bully Free School 

1. We will not bully other students. 

2. We will help others who are being bullied by 
speaking out and by getting adult help. 

3. Students will report suspected bullying to an 
adult on campus.   

Parents may also call the main office to report 
possible bullying. 

Safety Tip 
Officer Robinson wants to remind our students: “Always tell your parents 

where you are and who you are with.” 

Students of the Week 

The Characteristic of the Month for April is Trust-
worthy. Every week, one student from each class 
who has shown trustworthiness will be recog-
nized for their character. Let’s talk with our stu-
dents about being trustworthy! 

Champion’s school-wide safety initiative. 
Ask your student! 



 

 

VCS 214 -2  Emergency Evacuation Information 
Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response 

While we hope that every school day runs smoothly, an emergency situation can occur at any giv-
en time.  It is important that we follow school and district policies, procedures and guidelines to en-
sure the safety of our students and staff.    

In the event that our school becomes unsafe and we have to evacuate our campus, we have an 
agreement with David Hinson Middle School as our primary evacuation site and Father Lopez  High 
School as the secondary evacuation site.  Our media staging area is located at the intersection of 
Thornberry Branch Lane and Tournament Drive.    

Volusia Connect phone messages and local media will be great sources of current information for 
families.   Stay tuned to local news channels and be sure to keep your phone numbers current with 
school officials so that you know exactly what is going on if we were in an emergency situation.     



 

 

The overall goal of the CHAMPS Classroom Management System 
is to develop an instructional structure in which students are re-
sponsible, motivated, and highly engaged in the specific task or 
instructional approach at hand.  
The CHAMPS Expectation Model 

Conversation: Can students converse during this activity? About what? With whom? For how long? 

Help: How do students get your attention for help? How do students get questions answered? What 
should they do while they wait for you? 

Activity: What is the expected end product of this activity? What is the task or objective? 

Movement: For what reasons can students get out of their seats during this activity? Do they need per-
mission to do so? 

Participation: What behavior shows that students are participating or not participating?  

Success: There are no questions for this one. When CHAMPs expectations are met, students will be suc-
cessful.  

~ A proactive and positive approach to classroom management ~ 



 

 

MULTI/VE & PRE-K & SPEECH NEWS 
  
 Spring has sprung in the speech/language depart-
ment and we can't believe we're already in the home 
stretch to the end of the 2018-2019 school year. Pre-K 
classes have kept us busy staffing students who we 
know will grow and blossom here at Champion. Cin-
dy and Kim have been amazing at making the stu-
dents feel welcomed and getting them started on 
their new careers. It is a joy working with the Pre-
K teams, allowing us to collaborate, work in the class-
room and for being flexible with our therapy sched-
ules. A big thank you to Connie, Toni, Miss Prit and 
Cindy, our paras, - we appreciate EVRYTHING all of 
you do for us and the children. 
 Our Multi-VE department is still the best in the dis-
trict, but we may be a little biased because it's true. 
Most recently, the teachers and paras survived some 
staff changes and the Alternative Assessment with 
their usual grace and a smile. We hear the stu-
dents performed wonderfully on their tests and gave 
110% effort. This department also experienced many 
new students coming to Champion recently and a 
few past Champion students returning who couldn't 
stay away. We keep the VCS Assistive Technology de-
partment busy with supplying communication devices 
to our new students and much progress in communi-
cation has been observed, especially with Skylar Wal-
ton, a star student, who is communicating in sentenc-
es like a pro with her eye-gaze voice output device. 
From all of us, have a great rest of the year. 
 
Your Multi/VE & Pre-K & Speech Team 

 
KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

 
Kindergarten Parents/Guardians, 
 Please conference with your child’s teacher to dis-
cuss academics, attendance, and/or any behavior con-
cerns. Contact them through a note or other ways 
you have contacted them before. Continue to work 
with your child on sight words, writing, and reading 
daily at home. This last nine weeks we will be adding 
the last 31 sight words to make a total of 81 for the 
year. Please continue to look in your child’s folder dai-
ly for any information that needs to be shared with 
you.  
Thank you for your support,  
 
Your Kindergarten Team 

FIRST GRADE NEWS 
 

Welcome back from Spring Break! 
 

 The first grade teachers hope that everyone has been 
learning all of their 184 sight words and doing lots of 
Reading! 
 In Language Arts and Writing, we are studying the 
topics of Animal Habitats, How to Budget, and Earth-
worms.   
 In Math, we are learning about Place Value and add-
ing within 100, using concrete models, drawings, and 
composing a ten.  Your child will be solving word prob-
lems using tools including manipulatives, number lines, 
120 chart, ten-frame, and part-part-whole chart. 
 In Science, our classes are studying living and non 
living things, and animal life cycles. 
 In Social Studies, we are learning about Goods and 
Services and Money.  What is the purpose of having 
goods and services and should we save our money or 
spend it? 
 This is our final nine weeks of First Grade.  If you have 
any concerns or have not had a conference with your 
child's teacher, please contact them soon. 
 
The First Grade Team, 
 Mrs. Doughty, Mrs. Enck, Ms. 
Kavanagh, Ms. Thomas, and 
Ms. Bowe 
 
 

 
MEDIA NEWS 

 
 We are drawing towards the end of two of our read-
ing incentive Programs: the Reading Counts Program 
and the Sunshine State Young Readers Award Program.  
Students in third through fifth grade who have read at 
least four of the Sunshine State Books will be voting for 
their favorite book and will get a mystery prize.   The last 
day for the Reading Counts program will be April 6, 
2019.  Please continue to encourage your student to 
read. 
 
Mrs. Ouellette 
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THIRD GRADE NEWS 
 

Hello Third Grade Parents, 
We are working hard and getting better every 

day. Here are a few things you might like to know: 
· In ELA we will be studying character traits and 

how they drive a story, editing skills, and literary 
structure (cause and effect, sequencing, etc.). 
Reading FSA dates have been moved back a day 
to April 3rd and 4th 

· In math, we are focusing on teaching multiplica-
tion/division strategies, measurement, elapsed 
time, area, and geometry of a quadrilateral (4-
sided shape with straight sides). 

· In science, we are exploring classifying plants and 
animals.   

 With your help and support, this will be a wonder-
ful year of growth. Thank you for helping us as we all 
seek to get smarter every day!  
 

Ms. Graham, Mrs. Phelan, Mrs. Herring, 
Ms. Barnes, and Mr. Knight 

 
 
 

FOURTH GRADE NEWS  
 
 April will be a busy month for Fourth Grade.  We 
kick it off by taking the FSA Writing Assessment on 
April 2nd.  They have been working hard on their 
opinion and informational writing throughout the 
school year and we are excited to see them 
shine.  The FSA Reading and FSA Math Assessments 
will be taken in May.   
     Our big trip to St. Augustine will be April 17th.  Per-
mission slips and behavior contracts are due no later 
than April 5th.  This is a jam packed day full of adven-
ture with educational stops along the way.  We are 
looking forward to a day full of memories.  Be on the 
lookout for information coming home soon for our 
event at Jackie Robinson Ballpark to watch a Daytona 
Tortugas game.  
     Please continue to read 30 minutes every night and 
work on multiplication facts!  This will continue to 
help us throughout the remaining school year! 
 

Ms. Lynch, Ms. Marinelli, Ms. Smith, Mrs. 
Waldron, and Mrs. Yovanovich 

 
 

 

SECOND GRADE NEWS  
 
 Please monitor your child’s reading and math 
homework and sign the planner nightly to check for 
notes from the teacher.  You should see your child 
bringing home a 100 Book Challenge reading record 
sheet.  All students need to read fifteen minutes night-
ly and you can sign a line on the log for every fifteen 
minutes read.     
 Children’s author Barbara Park is our April Author 
of the month.  She has written the Junie B. Jones se-
ries and The Kid in the Red Jacket.  
 
Parent Tip for April:  
Reading Aloud to Children 
A Magical Time Together 
 Whether you are in front of your fireplace or under 
a tree in the yard, shared reading time is special. 
“When we get involved in reading aloud to our ba-
bies and other children, we often forget entirely that 
we should be reading aloud. . . . We relate so warmly 
to our kids as we read together, that it becomes a deli-
cious ‘chocolate’ kind of experience,” says literacy ex-
pert and best-selling author Mem Fox. 

 Kids really enjoy 
hearing their parents 
use different voices 

for each character. They also like to participate in the 
story by speaking for one character. Our popular Bis-
cuit book series often includes repeated phrases 
throughout each book. Say these phrases together, 
slowly and with dramatic flair—or try making animal 
noises! Biscuit, a charming little puppy, says, “Woof! 
Woof!” throughout the books. Kids have tons of fun 
saying that phrase during shared reading in their best 
puppy voices.  
The Facts of Life 
 Jim Trelease, author of The Read-Aloud Handbook, 
says, “There are two basic reading facts of life that 
can’t be ignored.” They are:  
· Human beings are pleasure-centered 
· Reading is an accrued skill 
 Adults read for pleasure and information. We ask 
ourselves questions as a plot moves along. If a plot 
isn’t going anywhere, or the book isn’t engaging, the 
book is thrown on a dusty shelf or given away.  
 Children desire pleasurable and engaging books, 
too. You can introduce your child to the pleasures of 
anticipation while reading I Can Read! books togeth-
er. Try stopping during the story to make comments 
such as:  
· “Hmmm, I wonder where they are going” 
· “Who do you think did it?” 
· “What do you think will happen next?”  
 
Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Roam, Mrs. Phillips, Mrs. 
Meyer, Mr. Enck 



 

 

FIFTH GRADE NEWS 
 
 Happy Spring!  We hope you had a restful and 
rejuvenating Spring Break.  5th graders had a 
blast at Field Day.  This is how the classes placed - 
1st - Ms. Murray, 2nd - Mrs. Goldstone, 3rd - Ms. 
Astolfi, 4th - Mrs. Martinez, 5th - Mrs. Knight.  We 
saw some great competition and even greater 
from our students.  We were proud of everyone 
who did their best.   
 Now that we are back at school for the final 9 
weeks of the year,  5th grade is busily getting our 
students ready for testing in the areas of Writing, 
Math, Science and ELA! Remember to have your 
child to bed early and to school on time, especial-
ly on testing days.  Be sure to contact your stu-
dent's teacher with any questions you may have.� 
   
Ms. Astolfi, Mrs. Goldstone, Mrs. Knight, 
Mrs. Martinez and Ms. Murray  

The Technology lab has been transformed for 
the remainder of the year! 

WELCOME TO THE STEM CAFÉ! 

                                  
Please check out our 
Facebook page at:  

 

Follow us on Twitter 
at:  https://twitter.com/

ChampionElBears  

TECHNOLOGY NEWS 

ART NEWS  
 
 Congratulations to 4th grader Ka’Nigha Freeman 
who’s art was selected for the Volusia Creates Art 
show! Thank you also to everyone who submitted 
their poster designs for the “Crimestoppers” Contest!  
 The last quarter of art class will be a very busy one. 
Students in all grades will be focusing on Collabora-
tive Art and the impact of art on the community! 5th 
graders will begin the very first Champion Legacy Pro-
ject. 4th Grade has already started the sculptures for 
their stop-motion Superhero Short Films! 2nd and 3rd 
will work together to make an interactive mural, and 
1st and Kinder have started Self-Portraits!  
 I cannot wait for Special Area Night and the end-of
-year Art Show! The students should be very proud of 
the creativity they’ve shown all year long! 
 

Ms. Kirk 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


