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Empowering students to get better academically, 
emotionally, and socially. 



 

 

January 2019 

 

 

Happy New Year, Champion Elementary Black Bears! 

 

 I hope you had a restful holiday and are ready to start the second half of the year.  January will be 

busy as we have our back-to-school behavior assemblies, PTA coupon sales event, awards programs 

set for January 15 and 17, club pictures on January18, Literacy Week which includes our Book Fair 

during the week of January 22, host our 4th grade Spelling Bee, and celebrate our Young Authors 

on January 25. 

 

 During the behavior assemblies, our students will be reintroduced to our school focus of getting 

better academically, emotionally, and socially.  In addition, our tutoring is continuing Mondays, Tues-

days, and Thursdays. Our focus is to improve our scores in all end of the year state assessments. 

  

 On another note, most people make New Year’s resolutions.  Did you make one?  Does it involve 

helping your child be the very best he or she can be?  If not, then make that resolution now.  

 

 Together we can help our Black Bears get better every day academically, emotionally, and social-

ly. Please follow Champion on Twitter @ChampionElBears, or you can keep up with our events on 

our interactive calendar found on Champion’s website.   You can also follow us on Facebook now. 

 
Champion Elementary - Building Champions One Black Bear at a Time! 

 

Yours in education, 

Leslie McLean 

Principal  

A WORD FROM MR. MCLEAN 



 

 

Ask Papa Bear 
Dear Papa Bear, 
I am writing to tell you the reasons we should have Polar Express Day and pajama day.  I know it makes 
kids excited about school.  We all got sad when you said we can’t have it. We deserve it because we really 
work hard to be safe, responsible, and respectful.  We are trying to get better academically, emotionally, 
and socially. Finally, we have tried to get really high scores on all of our assessments.  
Thank you,  
Desiree Hickey 
 
Thanks for writing Papa Bear, Desiree. 
I never knew everyone liked Polar Express/pajama day so much. Once the word was out that we were not 
doing it,  many students, parents, and teachers reached out to me expressing how much they would like to 
see Champion continue it.  I was over whelmed with letters from our students much like yours.  You all 
made some very good points, and thanks to your letter and the many others, we enjoyed our Polar Express 
Day/pajama day.  Thanks for your input and keep getting better every day. 
Sincerely, 
Papa Bear 

 Champion Elementary Fall Portraits 
It’s not too late to order or re-order! 

 

Follow this link to view your image! 

https://www.dsp-photo.com/shop/schools/champion-elementary-school/ 

1. Enter Password: your Student ID followed by “p” (ie: 123456p). 

2. View your portrait on all background options. 

3. Choose your package or build your own from a-la-carte. 

ONLINE ORDERS ONLY 
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School Advisory Council (SAC) 

The School Advisory Council (SAC) meets 
the second Wednesday of each month at 
6pm in the Media Center at Champion Ele-
mentary. Please consider joining us! 

Please join our PTA and help support our 
students! PTA dues are $5.00 per person. 
Meetings are the first Wednesday of the 
month at 3:30 in the Media Center at 
Champion Elementary. January 9th is our 
next meeting. Join us! 

CHAMPION T-SHIRTS $10.00  

Our school is made even better through 
volunteers...this could be you! If you 
would like to help in your child’s class-
room or chaperon a fieldtrip among other 
opportunities, you will need a volunteer 
application on file.  

Sign up in the front office at the kiosk or 
online at: 

apps.raptorware.com/vsoft/kiosk/volunte
erregistration 

Champion Elementary Student Pledge 

Champion Elementary is a Bully Free 
School 

1. We will not bully other students. 

2. We will help others who are being bul-
lied by speaking out and by getting adult 
help. 

3. Students will report suspected bullying 
to an adult on campus.   

Parents may also call the main office to re-
port possible bullying. 



 

 

  
  
  

A proactive and positive approach to classroom 
management 

 
The overall goal of the CHAMPS Classroom Man-
agement System is to develop an instructional 
structure in which students are responsible, moti-
vated, and highly engaged in the specific task or 
instructional approach at hand.  
The CHAMPS Expectation Model 
Conversation: Can students converse during this 
activity? About what? With whom? For how 
long? 

Help: How do students get your attention for 
help? How do students get questions answered? 
What should they do while they wait for you? 

Activity: What is the expected end product of this 
activity? What is the task or objective? 

Movement: For what reasons can students get 
out of their seats during this activity? Do they 
need permission to do so? 

Participation: What behavior shows that students 
are participating or not participating?  

Success: There are no questions for this one. 
When CHAMPs expectations are met, students 
will be successful.  

 
 
 

Please keep your child’s emergency card updated at all times.   
Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response  

During and following an emergency situation, school and district officials must act quickly and follow established emergency protocols 
to safeguard students and staff, secure schools, and communicate accurate information in a timely manner. Parents can  assist greatly 
by helping with preparation before the emergency. Here are a few critical steps parents can take:  

• Give school officials accurate contact information so you can be reached in case of emergency. Keep the information current by 
notifying officials of any changes as soon as they occur. Multiple contact sources are helpful, including home and office telephone and 
fax numbers, cell phone numbers, email addresses, etc. Also important, in case you cannot be reached, are the up-to-date names and 
contact information of family members, friends, and any other adults authorized as emergency contacts for your child.  

• Talk to your child about your personal emergency notification arrangements and let your child and school officials know if you antic-
ipate being unavailable or difficult to reach for an extended period of time.  

• Stay informed about potentially serious situations, such as inclement weather.  

• Monitor local media when serious conditions arise at school or in the community that might result in school evacuation, early dismis-
sal, or school closing.  

• Notify school officials if you see or hear of anything that could create a danger at school. If you prefer, you may call our Communica-
tion and Monitoring Center 24/7 at (386) 943-7626.  

For more information please review the School Emergency Guide for parents on the parent portal:  
http://myvolusiaschools.org/parents-portal/Pages/default.aspx 

Champion’s school-wide safety initiative. 
Ask your student! 



 

 

 

Volusia County Schools Free and Reduced Meals 

Apply for free and reduced meals online. Please visit the School Way Café Website at 
http://myvolusiaschools.org 

· Applying online is the preferred method—you will receive your results much faster than the pa-
per application 

· Click on the Parent/Student tab 

· Click on Free & Reduced Meal Applications (under My Student) 

· DO NOT complete an online application if you have submitted a paper application. This will de-
lay your approval process. 



 

 

MULTI/VE & PRE-K NEWS 
  
 We hope that everyone had a fun and restful win-
ter break!  Mrs. Z.’s class is reading If You Give a 
Mouse a Cookie and working on various centers relat-
ed to this colorful, entertaining book.  The skills we 
will be focusing on are:  story sequencing, recalling 
story details, vocabulary, and basic addition skills.  In 
Social Studies, we will be discussing holidays and cele-
brations and in Science we will identify daily activities 
and what time of the day these activities occur 
(schedules).  In Math, we will continue comparing 
numbers and sets of objects.  In Pre-K news, our 
Equals January themes are introducing the color blue 
and counting to seven, a review of the shape rectan-
gle and the concepts of big and little.  We will be mak-
ing sets and patterns using color, shape, and siz-
es.  Our Big Day curriculum theme is “Imagine It, Make 
It,” and will focus on imagination, pretending, visualiz-
ing, and creating through construction and the 
arts.   We will introduce the letters “M” and “Nn” 
through stories, rhymes, and a variety of fun activities. 
  
Your Multi/VE & Pre-K Team 
 
 

 
 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

 
Kindergarten Parents/Guardians, 
 Hope you had a great Winter Break. Just some 
items we have been working on with your Kindergar-
ten Student, (Sight Words, Writing skills, reading daily 
at home, numbers to 20 ID, and counting to 100). 
Please meet with your child’s teacher if you haven’t 
already had a conference. We are starting the 3rd nine 
weeks with many items to learn and improve on. Con-
tinue with your excellent support at home with items 
we are teaching. 
 
Have a great year, 
 
Your Kindergarten Team 

FIRST GRADE NEWS 
 
 HAPPY NEW YEAR from our Fabulous First Grade!  
 We hope you all had a nice holiday break with your 
family!  In December, we participated in “Holidays 
Around the World” where we learned about different 
traditions and tasted food from other countries.  Each 
teacher took on the task of teaching your students 
about a country: 
Hungary by Mrs. Doughty: learned how they celebrate 
snowmen and made a snowman craft 
France by Ms. Thomas:  made a mini scrapbook of 
France and tasted crepes 
Mexico by Ms. Bowe: read “The Legend of the Poinset-
tia”, sang “Feliz Navidad”, and ate tortillas 
Poland by Ms. Kavanagh: learned about Wigilia, Polish 
dancing, and  ate pierniki (gingerbread) 
Ukraine by Mrs. Enck: read the folktale “The Mitten” and 
made a hedgehog ornament from the story 
 First Grade is taking its first field trip to the Pioneer Art 
Settlement in Barberville on January 22nd.   We will be 
stepping back in time to learn about the unconquered 
Seminole people:  the eight clans, how to weave palmet-
tos, creating a pinch pot, and tasting sofkee.  Please 
make sure your field trip forms are turned in as soon as 
possible to reserve your spot on the trip.  Field trip slips 
and money are due by Friday, January 18th.  This is go-
ing to be a fun and educational trip! 
 Please continue to listen to your child read daily, prac-
tice High Frequency/ Sight Words, and study math facts 
for fluency. 
 
Thanks for all your support! 

 
Mrs. Doughty, Mrs. Enck, Ms. Kavanagh, Ms. 
Thomas, and Ms. Bowe 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



 

 

My First Level 
The first step to helping children become great 

readers is reading aloud to them. Books at this level, 
like Biscuit are short compelling stories, written with 
simple vocabulary. Repeated phrases allow preschool-
ers to read some words along with their parent. Many 
of the words are sight words children recognize. Ac-
tive, engaging stories like Go Away, Dog have appeal-
ing plots and loveable characters just for early readers.  

 
Level 1 
This level is just right for readers who are begin-

ning to sound out words and sentences. Books on this 
level, like Danny and the Dinosaur, are written with 
simple sentences using familiar words. Children can 
relate to the themes about home, school, and friend-
ship. The vocabulary is just challenging enough to 
stay interesting. Children looking for favorite charac-
ters at this level will find the Berenstain Bears and Pick-
les, the fire cat, and more.  

 
Level 2 
Level 2 is for readers who are increasingly confi-

dent, but still need some help. Books at this level, like 
Frog and Toad Are Friends, and Amelia Bedelia titles 
include more complex story lines, longer sentences, 
and more challenging words. Mystery and adventure 
stories are included at this level. Kids who love read-
ing about fascinating creatures can find titles like 
Amazing Sharks! and Amazing Snakes!  

 
Level 3 
Level 3 includes many fun subjects kids love to 

read about on their own. Historical fiction like The 
Drinking Gourd and Buffalo Bill and the Pony Express 
are introduced at this level as well as science titles 
such as Dolphin. Level 3 books are written for inde-
pendent readers. They include challenging words and 
more complex themes and stories.� 
 
Just right books are judged by:  
· sentence / book length 
· vocabulary and language structure 
· text layout and picture support 
· text type and subject matter 
· word analysis—for example, are the words easy to 

sound out? Is their meaning clear? Are they famil-
iar, part of a child’s everyday vocabulary? 

Finding just right books for your child fosters inde-
pendence, confidence, and a life-long love of books.� 
 
Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Roam, Mrs. Phillips, Mrs. 
Meyer, Mr. Enck 

 
 

SECOND GRADE NEWS  
 
 Please monitor your child’s reading and math 
homework and sign the planner nightly to check for 
notes from the teacher.  You should see your child 
bringing home a 100 Book Challenge reading record 
sheet.  All students need to read fifteen minutes night-
ly and you can sign a line on the log for every fifteen 
minutes read.   
 Children’s author Denise Fleming is our January 
author of the month.  She has written Beetle Bop, In 
the Tall, Tall Grass, In the Small, Small Pond, and Time 
to Sleep. 
 
Parent Tip for January  :  

Just Right Books 
 The I Can Read! books are widely recognized as 
the premier line for beginning readers. With more 
than 200 titles including mysteries, adventure stories, 
poetry, historical fiction, and humor, children can al-
ways find a just right book!  
 Choosing a just right book is like the Three Little 
Bears story—just right for one child isn’t just right for 
another. Books may be too hard, too easy, or just 
right!  
 
How do you know if it’s just right?  
Just right books:  
· provide a challenge that is achievable 
· provide new learning opportunities 
· teach new strategies and skills 
· give just the right amount of challenge and sup-

port 
Too hard books:  
· don’t allow children to grasp the meaning of the 

text 
· make the reading experience laborious 
· force children to read word-by-word instead of 

more naturally in phrases 
· may create frustration for your child 
Simple books:  
· help children feel in control 
· are relaxing and enjoyable 
· help children practice fluency 
 
Take the guesswork out of choosing books. 
 I Can Read! books are color-coded so you don’t 
have to guess which is just right. The company will  
group your child’s most beloved and enjoyable books 
together. When your child outgrows one level, you 
can use the coding system to move on to the next lev-
el.  
 
 



 

 

FIFTH GRADE NEWS 
 

 5th graders are in the full swing of the science fair 
process.  Students have already turned in their scien-
tific question, their hypothesis, their materials list, and 
their detailed procedures.  Please remember the fol-
lowing due dates for after winter break:  
1/14/19 - Daily Log Check  
1/28/19 - Data, Results, Conclusion & Application 
2/11/19 - Final project with science board is due 
2/22/19 - Champion Elementary School Science Fair  
 Please let your child's teacher know if you have any 
questions.  After the winter break, 5th graders will be 
dividing fractions and then working with volume in 
math.  In science, they will be covering mixtures, and 
all different kinds of energy.  In our Social Studies/ELA 
block, we will continue to learn about American histo-
ry with the American Revolution.  Have a safe and 
restful winter break.  We look forward to putting in 
some hard work as we move through the spring se-
mester. 
  
Ms. Astolfi, Mr. Chambers, Mrs. Knight, Mrs. 
Martinez and Ms. Murray  

  

 
 

TECHNOLOGY NEWS 
 
 Please wish Champion’s Robo Revo-
lution Team good luck as they com-
pete with their Robot in the 10th Annu-
al Robotfest at Spruce Creek on Janu-
ary 12th. Good Luck to Marlee, Lydia, 
Jillian, Story, Rylin, Natalie, Isaac, Devin, 
and Kiet!   
 
Mrs. Jacobson 

THIRD GRADE NEWS 
 
Hello Third Grade Parents, 

We are working hard and getting better every 
day. Here are a few things you might like to know: 
· In ELA, we will be studying non-literal language, 

comparing and contrasting two stories, and main 
idea and key details.  

· In math, we are focusing on teaching multiplica-
tion/division strategies. 

· In science, we are exploring energy and how it 
can cause changes in matter.  

With your help and support, this will be a 
wonderful year of growth. Thank you for helping us 
as we all seek to get smarter every day! 
 

Ms. Graham, Mrs. Phelan, Mrs. Herring, 
Ms. Barnes, and Mr. Knight 

 
 
 

FOURTH GRADE NEWS  
  
 Happy New Year!!! We hope everyone had a won-
derful winter break. January is going to be a busy 
month for our fourth graders. Social Studies projects 
are due on January 22nd, so your child should be 
working on something to complete their project every 
day. Our first Spelling Bee is going to be on January 
24th during Literacy Week. Two representatives from 
each class will be participating and the winner will go 
on to the County Spelling Bee. We will continue to 
practice writing opinion and informative essays. In 
math, we will be working on solving word problems 
involving multiplicative comparison and measure-
ment. Forms of energy will be our focus in science. 
We look forward to having a great  month and seeing 
lots of creativity with the Social Studies Projects.  
 

Ms. Lynch, Ms. Marinelli, Ms. Smith, Mrs. 
Waldron, and Mrs. Yovanovich 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

CHAMPION PE NEWS 
 

 We are working on sport stacking dur-
ing the month of January.  The students 
will learn how to do the 3-3-3, 3-6-3 and 
the cycle.  The students love to see how 
fast they can complete the different se-
quences.  Sport Stacking can help im-
prove eye-hand coordination but can 

also improve concentration and academic success!  It 
can also help improve self-esteem because all students 
can be successful at sport stacking regardless of athlet-
ic ability.  Have your child teach you the stacks and 
then challenge them to a race!  
 
Healthy Tip for the Month:   
Stretch every day - being flexible helps keep your mus-
cles healthy. 
  

Champion PE Team 

MEDIA NEWS 
 
 The Media Center is pleased to announce that we 
have many award-winning videos that have been 
produced by students.  Last week the District Office 
surprised two groups of students with awards for Eve-
rybody Every Day, a Public Service Announcement on 
the importance of being at school every day on 
time.  Champion Elementary won both 1st and 2nd 
place in the district.   1st place went to Jillian Crawford, 
Story Knight, and Natalie Waldron.  2nd place went to 
Taylor Brown, Jaidyn Burkett, and Taylor With-
am.  The students were awarded framed certificates 
and Walmart gift cards.    
 Champion Elementary also won 5 state awards 
from the Jim Harbin Media Festival of the Florida As-
sociation of Media in Education on November 
30th.   The group of students, sponsored by Media 
Specialist Jacqueline Ouellette, produced a 2nd grade 
news show, a 1st grade comedy, 2nd grade news fea-
ture, 5th grade music video, and 4th grade PSA.     
 I’m excited to start off the New Year with Literacy 
Week taking place in January.   Literacy week is Janu-
ary 22-25.  During Literacy week the media center will 
be busy with activities, including a bookfair.   A flyer 
with more information about all of the events will be 
coming home before Literacy week starts.   
 We are thrilled that students are coming into the 
Media Center frequently to check out books.  Please 
encourage your child to read and return books in a 
timely manner.   
 
Thank you for such a successful first half of the year.   
 
Mrs. Ouellette 
 

Students of the Week 

We ended the year on a positive note, focusing 
on showing others we care. To kick off the new 
year, the Characteristic of the Month for January 
is Helpfulness. Let’s help our students discover 
ways they can be helpful towards those around 
them. 



 

 



 

 


