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Be There 

  
Learning begins at home. Be your child’s favorite teacher. 

  
  

Putting Our Best Foot Forward 
  
The district’s School Counseling Department is excited to announce that it secured a grant 
through the Port Orange Community Trust foundation in the amount of $5,000 to purchase new 
sneakers and socks for students in need.  This opportunity will allow students across our district 
to "kick" the new year off right by putting their best foot forward with a new pair of shoes.  In 
addition, a portion of the grant money will be used this winter to purchase jackets for students 
across the district that do not have a warm coat to wear during the chilly Florida winter days.  
  
The Port Orange Community Trust is a non-profit organization that is made up of community 
members from the Port Orange area.  Through fundraising efforts such as Port Orange Family 
Days and Movies Under the Stars, the Port Orange Community Trust has been able to partner 
with Volusia County Schools to help support schools and students throughout the community. 
 In fact, on a yearly basis, Port Orange Community Trust has provided all schools located in 
Port Orange and South Daytona with a check for $1,500.  We appreciate the support that this 
organization has been able to provide the students of Volusia County Schools. They have 
indeed helped our students to "put their best foot forward".  
  
Open House Dates 
  
Below is the Open House celebration schedule for the 2013-2014 school year: 
  
High schools                                       September 9 – 12                    
Middle schools/special centers           September 16 – 17                  
Elementary schools                            September 18 – 19                  
  
News of Note 

  
Champion Elementary student, Anaya Wills is a state champion.  She came in first place with 
a time of 8.09 seconds in the 50 meter dash at the Hershey State Track meet this summer in 
Miramar, Florida.  In order to participate at this state meet Anaya had to qualify during a local 
meet held in Volusia County at Mainland High School.  Marcus Freeman from Champion 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/Pages/event-article.aspx?sid=151�


Elementary also attended the meet.  He got 2nd place in both the 200m and 400m.  Both 
students were thrilled with the experience and said they hope to qualify again this year for the 
state meet.  Coach Haus from Champion Elementary is once again planning the local meets at 
Mainland High School.  The meets will be held 8 a.m. to noon on October 5 and November 2. 
 All children between the ages of 6 and 14 are invited to participate in the track meet.  For 
additional information, email Coach Haus at rlhaus@volusia.k12.fl.us . 
  
Jill Kaelin, a 4th grade teacher from Cypress Creek Elementary, has exciting news to share. 
Her book, Hunted, A Cycle Thirteen Novel has been published by Inkspell Publishing. It’s now 
available as an e-book, but will soon be sold in print at local bookstores.  When asked what 
makes this story unique Jill replied, “I think you’ll find there’s nothing usual about this novel. 
Skye, Mike, and Jules…three students who attend Spruce Creek High School, join forces to 
battle the evil hunter who has set his sights on Skye and her family. With their secret lives in 
danger of being exposed, Skye and Mike deal with more than just average teenage pressure.”  
  
Deltona High Academy of Graphic Arts and Design students received seven awards at the 26th 
annual Florida Print Awards, the printing industry’s largest and most prestigious statewide 
graphic arts competition. The Printing Association of Florida (PAF) presented the awards to elite 
Florida-based printing, graphic arts companies and schools during a banquet on July 26 at the 
Walt Disney World Swan and Dolphin Resort in Lake Buena Vista. Deltona High Academy of 
Graphic Arts and Design students received the following awards: 

• Best of Category – Packaging Design, for “ER-itz” Cheese Crackers by Erik Rohmeyer 
• Award of Excellence – Packaging Design, for “Kicks” cereal box by Kayla Vickers 
• Award of Excellence – Wearables, for “The Music Clef” T-shirt by Olivia Williams 
• Award of Excellence – Wearables, for “The Deer Tree”  T-shirt by Sidney Rioux 
• Award of Excellence – Label Design, for “Wolf Energy” by Austin Sambells 
• Award of Excellence – Label Design, for “Aperture Beverages” by Adam Coster 
• Award of Excellence – Label Design, for “ Mamba Splash” by Michelle Mimms 

  
Congratulations to Remy Valdez, Deltona High TV production student, for winning 2nd place at 
the Port Orange "POG" Film Festival.  Remy will be recognized at the award festival on 
September 24, in Port Orange. 
  
Parents of Deltona Lakes Elementary kindergarten students were invited to a Boo Hoo 
Breakfast on August 22.  The tradition was started years ago as a way for parents of 
kindergarten students to mingle in a comfortable setting with other "new" parents.  Parents were 
treated to refreshments, hosted by Deltona Lakes VIPS, and had a chance to chat with 
administration and other key staff to discuss procedures, opportunities and other important 
information.  
  
Students and parents came out early for this year's Meet the Teacher at Deltona Lakes 
Elementary on August 16.  Classroom assignments were posted along with maps, school and 
transportation information.  Teachers opened their classrooms to eager young people and 
welcomed them with open arms.  The media center had the computer lab set up for parents to 
sign up for parent portal and complete lunch applications.  Volunteer and business partner 
information was distributed.  Representatives from the Good News Club were also on hand to 
greet parents and students.  
  
The Forest Lake Elementary Panthers were proud to welcome back The NED Show for another 
exciting afternoon production “promoting positive attitudes, better behavior and academic 
achievement in school.”  Students gathered at the PE court to watch as NED worked through 
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some social situations through good choices, light humor, and of course, his yo-yo.  Student 
Alyssa Glendy was picked from the crowd to join in, and was rewarded with her very own NED 
yo-yo and accessories.  
  
The Forest Lake Elementary Ensemble sang “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” at the Daytona 
Cubs game on August 30.  The students Layla Pierce, Samuel Babbit, Anjali Collins, Michael 
Collins, Joshyan Guiterrez, Julissa Anglero, Heavenly Vasquez, Haylie Woloszyn and Devyn 
Irvin were asked to perform in May, but the game was rained out.  This make up performance 
was exciting for all involved and made the school proud. 
  
Friendship Elementary teachers returned to school one day early on Monday, August 12, to 
begin planning as grade level teams for Common Core State Standards (CCSS) instruction. 
 After attending the district CCSS Summer Institute and obtaining a variety of lesson plan 
formats for CCSS, grade levels planned for a full day.  Teams were excited about being 
provided time together to reflect, plan and gather resources and get a jump start for the 2013-
2014 school year.  
  
To kick off the 2013-14 school year at Indian River Elementary, kindergarteners and their 
parents were treated to an ice cream social and special day of their own to meet their teachers.  
The next day, the school was ready for a much larger group of over 500 families.  Students 
along with their families, in first through fifth grade came out to meet the teachers, get their 
schedules and find their way around to their new classrooms. 
  
The first week of school, Superintendent Dr. Margaret Smith chatted with students at Osceola 
Elementary during lunch.  The students were incredibly excited at Dr. Smith’s surprise visit and 
the faculty appreciated this special treat for their students. 
  
Teachers at Ortona and Osceola elementary were ready for their students to return to school.  
During a pre-planning faculty meeting, the teachers made signs that read, "Our Students are.." On 
the count of three, each teacher shouted a different positive adjective. Everyone agreed that 
students are first. 
  
Joe Ronca, principal at Pathways Elementary, has dedicated his professional life to public 
education and was recently selected as Elementary Principal of the Year for Volusia County 
Schools.  While attending Daytona Beach Community College in 1977, he worked as a 
volunteer at Ormond Beach Elementary School.  Two years later, he began substituting at that 
school.  Officially, his career began in 1980 and he taught students in grades 3-8 prior to moving 
into administration. He taught at Ormond Beach Junior High, North Ridgewood Elementary and 
Pine Trail Elementary.  He was hired as an administrative assistant in 1987 at Holly Hill 
Elementary and a few years later was appointed as the assistant principal.  In 1993, he was 
transferred to Turie T. Small and in 1994 was appointed as the principal at W. F. Burns-Oak Hill 
Elementary.  In 2001, he was transferred to Port Orange Elementary as principal and in 2006 
became the principal at Pathways Elementary.  Mr. Ronca will be retiring in June 2015 and says 
“Time flies by when you are having fun and enjoy what you are doing!!” 
  
During pre-planning Longstreet and Port Orange elementary teachers prepared to be the best 
for their students.  Teachers particpated in a “Carousel” activity where they collaboratively 
generated classroom application ideas associated with Engagement, Exploration, Explanation, 
Elaboration, and Evaluation.  This is the 5E Learning Cycle: An Instructional Model that is 
embededded in the new Math/Science Curriculum Maps.   
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Judy McDaniels, seventh grade math teacher at Silver Sands Middle, collected funds from 
friends and staff members in support The Chenzhou Children’s Welfare Institute in China that 
she visited in the summer.  Judy adopted her daughter from this orphanage and she is very 
aware of its needs, which she has sought to fill on several occasions.  On her visit in 2007 she 
was able to purchase air conditioners for floors 1 through 5.  With the funds that she brought to 
support the orphanage this year, there was enough money to purchase another air conditioner 
for the 6th floor.  This was a strong need because the number of children on floors with air 
conditioning was beyond capacity and most of the children have special needs.  This allowed 
the staff to divide the children in a way that better supported their needs.   
  
The Silver Sands Middle Warriors discovered, associated with and displayed their favorite 
colleges last week during College Colors Day.  The day was a fun way to get students thinking 
about their future college plans.  Teachers and staff enjoyed wearing the colors and attire from 
their college days in hopes of leading students toward a college of their choice.  While students 
wore their favorite college colors and attire, they got a chance to see others that aspire to attend 
the same university they hope to attend.  This activity inspired students to begin thinking about 
their future today. 
  
Southwestern Middle teachers, Leah Clayton (science) and Michael Clark (exploratory 
technology) were recently awarded a FIRST LEGO League (FLL) grant to implement “LEGO 
Mind Storm.”  Funds will be used to purchase robotic kits for a robotics club and science event. 
 Students will learn how robots work, obtain more exposure to hands on activities, participate in 
their FIRST LEGO Challenge at the Florida FIRST LEGO League.  Activities will also encourage 
students to explore, imagine, and inquire.  It will also set the stage for ongoing 
science/technology. 
  
The Real Mr. Fitz, a blog written by David Finkle, Southwestern Middle Language Art teacher, 
was featured on The Washington Post's education blog, Valerie Strauss's The Answer Sheet!  
In other Southwestern news, more than 150 sixth grade parents/students/families attended 
“STARTS” (a 6th grade transition and orientation program designed to help students and 
families successfully make the transition from elementary to middle school).  Students met in 
the gym with grade level teachers and WEB Leaders who led informative activities and helped 
organize their school binder. WEB leaders also served as mentors and provided tours of the 
campus.  Parents participated in the Parent Orientation Meeting, attended sessions on How to 
Access Pinnacle and other helpful websites, and learned about BYOT (Bring Your Own 
Technology).  Other activities included a tour of various buildings and a team teacher meet and 
greet. 
  
At Spruce Creek High, the “High Stepping Hawks” welcomed more than 150 teachers back for 
the 2013-2014 school year, including new teachers: Mr. Bosma, Ms. Renner, Ms. Hemings, Ms. 
Esposito, Ms. Rector and Dr. Spence. 
  
Timbercrest Elementary will once again be participating in the Simon Scholars contest at the 
Seminole Towne Center Mall.  In last year’s event, Timbercrest placed second and was 
awarded $1,000, which was put to use in classrooms.  To participate, bring your receipts to the 
Guest Services booth at the Seminole Towne Center Mall and ask that the points be applied to 
Timbercrest Elementary.  One point is awarded for every dollar spent.  Purchases may include 
food and gift cards. 
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
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Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/2p.  See videos that 
provide a glimpse into school happenings!  
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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