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Be There 

 

Get a great start to the school year by working as a team with teachers to help your child succeed. 
 

Superintendent’s Message 
 

Welcome back to another outstanding school year as we kick off our district theme: Soaring to Success 
in the Global Age! Our teachers, administrators and support staff are dedicated to academic 
achievement for all students.  We invite parents and community members to “Be There” by volunteering 
in the schools and becoming involved in partnerships and mentoring programs to support students. 
Support and involvement from our parents, businesses, community members and leaders make a 
significant difference in student success.   
 
Please be sure to visit our district website at http://myvolusiaschools.org which provides extensive 
information regarding the school district.  Feel free to contact or any school or district office with 
questions, comments or concerns.  Open, two-way communication will help us all provide each student 
with the very best opportunities. We are looking forward to working as a team as we help our children 
soar to success. 
 
Hurricane Irene 
 

Hurricane season is in full swing and will continue through November 30.  Regarding Hurricane Irene, 
as of 3 p.m. on Thursday, August 25, the decision was made for all schools to remain open on Friday, 
August 26, and for all activities to proceed as scheduled.  We will continue to monitor the storm and, if 
anything changes overnight, an automated phone call will be made to parents and employees.  We also 
encourage everyone to monitor the news media and the district’s website at http://myvolusiaschools.org 
for up-to-date information. 
 
Make sure you are prepared.  Disaster prevention includes modifying your home to strengthen it 
against storms so that you can be as safe as possible. It also includes having the supplies on hand to 
weather the storm.  Visit the National Hurricane Center’s website for more information. 
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• Develop A Family Plan - Your family's plan should be based on your vulnerability to the hurricane 
hazards. You should keep a written plan and share your plan with other friends or family.  

• Create a Disaster Supply Kit - There are certain items you need to have regardless of where you 
ride out a hurricane. The disaster supply kit is a useful tool when you evacuate as well as making 
you as safe as possible in your home.  

• Secure Your Home - There are things that you can do to make your home more secure and able to 
withstand stronger storms.  

 
Open House Dates 
 

Below is the Open House celebration schedule for the 2011-2012 school year. 
  
High schools September 6 – 9  (3rd week of school) 
Middle schools/special centers September 12 – 16  (4th week of school) 
Elementary schools September 19 – 22  (5th week of school) 
 
Electronic Gradebook  
 

Middle and high school parents and students can now access up-to-date grades, assignments and 
attendance directly from the teacher’s gradebook.  Pinnacle Grade is an electronic, web-based program 
that can be accessed 24-hours a day, 7-days a week from any computer with an Internet connection.  
Because the school district is upgrading to the newest version of Pinnacle, any existing high school 
users will need a new security login and password.  Schools will provide this information to middle and 
high school families at the beginning of the school year. To access the gradebook, go to the icons on 
the district’s website and click the Pinnacle icon.  Elementary parents will have access to the gradebook 
next school year. 
 
Parent Portal 
 

More parents are logging on to ParentPortal and realizing the benefits of having so much information 
about their child at their fingertips.  To access ParentPortal all you need is: 
• a Parent Portal authorization code.  Call your child’s school if you do not have one for each child 
• an e-mail address and access to the Internet.  (There are many Internet Service Providers who 

provide free e-mail accounts) 
 
Once the authorization code is issued: 
• log on the Internet and go to http://myvolusiaschools.org  
• select ParentPortal from the Quick Links box 
• click on “Creating a new account” link on the ParentPortal homepage, which will walk you through 

the simple procedure of registering 
 
You now have access to a wealth of information about your child.  On ParentPortal you can monitor 
your child’s grades, attendance and tardiness, discipline referrals, report card history, FCAT history, 
interim reports and much more, there is no more wondering – simply select the appropriate report. 
 
Superintendent’s Outstanding Achievement Award Winner Selected 
 

Rhonda deCillis, school nurse at Cypress Creek Elementary School, was selected as the 2011 
Superintendent’s Outstanding Achievement Award winner.  Ms. deCillis has been employed as a 
school nurse for 16 years, the last four of which have been at Cypress Creek Elementary.  Her duties 
include providing basic first aid, medical procedures and vision screenings and administering 
medication.  But she also can be seen helping at the front desk and in parent pick-up.  And when the 
students aren’t feeling well, she gives them a sip of “magic water” that cures their ills without ever 
having to go home to recuperate.   
 
Nurse Rhonda encourages her co-workers to get healthy by supporting health initiatives, such as the 
school’s own version of the “Biggest Loser.”  She is always willing to volunteer and has even delivered 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/prepare/family_plan.shtml�
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Thanksgiving and holiday baskets to the homes of needy families.  As a strong advocate for children, 
Ms. deCillis extends her efforts beyond the school by being actively involved in community events 
including walks for the March of Dimes, Juvenile Diabetes and the American Lunch Association.  In her 
nomination packet, her principal describes her simply as the “care center” of Cypress Creek. 
 
Principals of the Year Named 
 

Last week, the “Prize Patrol” made surprise visits to announce the principals of the year. Marie Stratton, 
principal of Ortona Elementary and Osceola Elementary, was named 2011 Elementary Principal of the 
Year, and Mamie Oatis, principal of Southwestern Middle, was named 2011 Secondary Principal of the 
Year. 
 
Volusia Virtual School Offers High School Students Flexibility 

 

Through Volusia Virtual School, high school students now have increased options to meet high school 
requirements.  The district-based virtual school is flexible and designed to meet both part-time and full-
time needs of students.  Students can enroll in one class or up to a full day.  They can also combine 
their virtual classes with Dual Enrollment at Daytona State College.  Home-schooled students can also 
enroll in Volusia Virtual courses part-time.  All Volusia Virtual options lead to a Volusia County Schools 
high school diploma, awarded from the student’s zoned school.  
 
Volusia Virtual School courses appear on the students’ schedule, but since the courses are virtual, the 
student is not required to be on campus during the scheduled periods.  A student could start their day 
late or leave early, which provides options for those with personal, sports or employment obligations.  
However, parents may require the student to remain on campus.  Arrangements are made with the 
school to provide supervision for the virtual students who complete their work on campus instead of 
from home.  The combination of live and virtual courses can be customized to meet the needs of 
individual students and families.  For more information or a list of available courses, call (386) 734-
7190, 255-6475 or 427-5223, extension 38342 or visit the school’s website at volusiavirtual.org.    
 
District-wide Student Dress Code 
 

In June 2011 the school board approved a district-wide student dress code policy. The dress code 
applies to every student in the 2011-12 school year and will be reviewed in January 2012 to assess 
compliance.  
 
• No hats, caps, visors, hoods, bandanas, sunglasses or other head gear, except with administrative 

permission  

• Upper garments must be long enough to overlap the beltline or stay tucked in during the course of 
normal movement (no bare midriffs). Shirts, blouses, and dresses must cover shoulder to shoulder, 
which means no muscle shirts, tank tops, spaghetti straps, or halter tops with or without covering. 
Necklines must be modest; low cut necklines are prohibited. The cut of the garment must not 
expose under-garments or cleavage.  

• Lower garments must cover undergarments and the buttocks. Dresses, skirts, and shorts must be 
at least mid-thigh or below in length. The waistband of the pants, shorts, or skirts must be worn and 
secured between the hips and the waist.  

• Footwear must be safe and appropriate. Athletic shoes are required for all PE classes. Cleats, 
slippers, and shoes with wheels are not permitted. Cleats may be worn for appropriate 
extracurricular sports in proper areas.  

• Clothing, jewelry, and accessories shall not convey messages that are crude, vulgar/profane, 
violent/death-oriented, gang related, sexually suggestive, promote alcohol, drugs, tobacco, or illegal 
activities or products. Jewelry and accessories that pose a safety concern are prohibited, including 
dog collars, wallet chains, large hair picks, or chains that connect one part of the body to another.  

 
Other things to know:  

http://www.volusiavirtual.org/�
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• Students may wear special clothing related to a school sponsored activity or program, as permitted 
by the principal (such as ROTC uniforms, t-shirts on spirit days, sports jerseys, etc.)  

• All schools have the option of adopting a standard dress code (uniform) when developed and 
agreed upon in collaboration with the School Advisory Council.  

• The dress appearance of any student shall not be extreme, to the point of creating a disturbance, or 
be hazardous to the student and/or others, or school property, whether or not the specific case is 
outlined in the requirements.  

 
New Web-Listings for Volunteer and Business Partner Opportunities 
 

Interested in becoming a business partner or a volunteer?  Check out the opportunities available with 
our schools at Volunteer/Partnership Programs.   To learn more, visit the district’s website at 
http://myvolusiaschools.org.  Select the Parents & Students tab, scroll down to Programs and click 
Volunteers/Partners.   
 
Master District Calendar 
 

Do you need information on district meetings; special events and ceremonies; school calendar dates; 
state, national and international conferences; special days, weeks and months; and testing dates?  For 
up-to-date listings, visit the district’s homepage at http://myvolusiaschools.org and click on “Calendars” 
in the Quick Links box. 
 
2011-2012 School Calendar 
 

August 16 (Tuesday) ................................................... Preplanning Begins – Teachers Report 
August 22 (Monday)  ................................................... First Day of School for Students 
September 5 (Monday) ................................................ Labor Day Holiday 
September 23 (Friday) ................................................. Professional Development Day/Student Holiday 
October 14 (Friday)  ..................................................... Teacher Duty Day/Student Holiday 
November 11 (Friday) .................................................. Veterans Day Holiday 
November 22 (Tuesday) .............................................. Thanksgiving Holiday Begins - End of Day 
November 28 (Monday)  .............................................. Classes Resume 
December 15 (Thursday) ............................................. Winter Holiday Begins - End of Day 
December 16 (Friday) .................................................. Teacher Duty Day 
January 4 (Wednesday)  .............................................. Classes Resume 
January 16 (Monday)  .................................................. Martin Luther King’s Birthday Holiday 
February 20 (Monday)  ................................................ Presidents’ Day Holiday 
March 15 (Thursday) ................................................... Spring Holiday Begins - End of Day 
March 16 (Friday) ........................................................ Teacher Duty Day 
March 26 (Monday)  ..................................................... Classes Resume 
April 30 (Monday) ........................................................ Teacher/Student Holiday 
May 28 (Monday)  ........................................................ Memorial Day Holiday 
June 8 (Friday)............................................................. Last Day of School for Students 
June 12 (Tuesday)  ...................................................... Last Day of School for Teachers 
 
Makeup days for inclement weather include: January 3 and April 30.   
 
Grading Period/Report Card Dates 

 
 

Period Days Grade Period 
Begins 

Midterm Period 
Ends 

Grade Period 
Ends 

Grades on 
Parent Portal 

Report Card  
Distribution 

1 37 Aug. 22, 2011 Sept. 15, 2011 Oct. 13, 2011 Oct. 20, 2011 Oct. 25, 2011 
2 40 Oct. 17, 2011 Nov. 14, 2011 Dec. 15, 2011 Jan. 9, 2012 Jan. 13, 2012 
3 50 Jan. 4, 2012 Feb. 8, 2012 March 15, 2012 March 22, 2012 March 27, 2012 
4 53 March 26, 2012 May 1, 2012 June 8, 2012 June 18, 2012 June 21, 2012 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/�
http://myvolusiaschools.org/�
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Early Release Days 
All students will be released approximately one hour early on the 32 Wednesdays listed below.   

 
August 31 September  7 

September 14 
September 21 
September 28 
 

October  5 
October 12 
October 19 
October 26 

November  2 
November  9 
November 16 
November 30 
 

December  7 
December  14 
 

January  4 
January 11 
January 18 
January 25 

February  1 
February  8 
February 15 
February 22 
February 29 
 

March  7 
March 14 
March 28 

April  4 
April 11 

May  2 
May 30 
 

June 6  

 
 

Drivers Education Registration Now Open 
 

Registration for the fall semester Drivers Education program is now open at all high schools.  
Registration forms can be picked up from each school’s guidance department.  Students interested in 
earning credit in Drivers Education must register in the guidance office at their home high school.  
There is no fee for the program and students will earn a ½ elective credit and a paperless waiver of the 
road test for an operators license.  Drivers education brochures are available in each high school’s 
guidance department.  Students must have their learners permit in hand when registering. 

 
The After School Program will begin September 6 and will run through December 13 from 4 p.m. until 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. There will be no classes during the week of November 21-25. 
The program will tentatively be offered at the following seven high schools: Atlantic, DeLand, Mainland, 
New Smyrna Beach, Pine Ridge, Spruce Creek and University. 
 

The Saturday Program will begin September 10 and will run through November 12 from 8 a.m. until 
3:15 p.m.  Students will need to bring lunch each day.  The program will tentatively be offered at the 
following seven high schools:  DeLand, Deltona Mainland, News Smyrna, Pine Ridge, Seabreeze and 
Spruce Creek. 

 

Eligibility Requirements: 
• All students currently enrolled in a Volusia County public school, School of Choice,  private school, 

or who are in the home-school program and who are eligible to drive will be given the opportunity to 
enroll in a driver education program as seats are available.  Students are to register at their zoned 
high school. 

• Must be 15 years or older on or before the first day of the session for which the student is enrolled 
• Must have completed one full year of high school on or before the first day of the session 
• Must have and present a restricted license/learners permit when registering and on the first day of 

the session for which the student is enrolled 
• Must not have already received credit for drivers education 

 

Registration is on a first-come, first-serve basis.  If the class meets the enrollment capacity a waiting list 
will be started.  Funding for this program is made available through the Dori Slosberg Driver Education 
Trust Fund. No district funds will be used to fund this program.  For more information regarding this 
program, students should contact their home high school. 
 

 
 
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail 
VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
 
 

mailto:CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us�
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To view prior editions of e-News, please visit: http://www.volusia.k12.fl.us/communityinformation/E-News.htm  

http://www.volusia.k12.fl.us/communityinformation/E-News.htm�
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