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Be There 

Celebrate Father’s Day by connecting with your child during your daily routines. 
  
Congratulations to the 2012 Graduates 
  
Volusia’s high schools graduated nearly 4,000 students last week.  Those students garnered 
approximately $29.9 million in scholarships and volunteered more than 231,000 community 
service hours.  The majority of these students indicated they will seek a post-secondary 
education or will enlist in the military.  Congratulations and best of luck to all graduates. 
  
Last Day of School  
  
Today is the last day of school for students.  Teachers will wrap up the year on Tuesday, June 
12.  Report cards will be available on the ParentPortal Monday, June 18, and begin being 
distributed Thursday, June 21. 
  
Schools and District Offices Closed Fridays 
  
Schools and district offices will be closed Friday, June 15, as part of the district’s energy cost-
savings initiative.  Schools and district offices will also be closed on June 22, June 29, July 13, 
July 20, July 27, August 3 and August 10.  Schools and offices will be open Friday, July 6, due 
to the Independence Day holiday on Wednesday, July 4. 
  
Hurricane Season Is Here 
  
Hurricane season started June 1 and will continue through November 30.  Disaster prevention 
includes modifying your home to strengthen it against storms so that you can be as safe as 
possible. It also includes having the supplies on hand to weather the storm.  Visit the National 
Hurricane Center’s website for more information. 

• Be Informed – What to do before, during and after an emergency. 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/disaster_prevention.shtml�
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/disaster_prevention.shtml�
http://www.ready.gov/be-informed�


• Make A Plan – Prepare, plan and stay informed for emergencies. Download the Family 
Emergency Plan, discuss the information with your family and practice it at least twice a 
year. 

• Build A Kit – Build a kit for disasters to be prepared.  A disaster supply kit is simply a 
collection of basic items your household may need in an emergency. 

  
Spruce Creek High Bands to Perform Saturday 
  
Looking for an evening of great music and Italian food?  Come to a benefit concert featuring the 
Spruce Creek High School superior rated 10, 11 and 12 O’clock Jazz Bands this Saturday, June 
9, 6 p.m. -11 p.m. at the Port Orange Eagles Club, 5130 S. Ridgewood Ave., Port Orange (1.2 
miles south of Dunlawton Ave.).  All concert proceeds will fund scholarships to enable band 
students to perform in the St. Patrick's Day Parade in Dublin, Ireland next year.  Dinner is $8. 
  
Summer VPK Starts Soon 

  
Volusia families are encouraged to register their incoming kindergarten children for kindergarten 
as soon as possible.  Although kindergarten starts in August, now is the time to register.  
Families may register for the summer Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) program offered by the 
School District of Volusia County at the same time.  VPK is free for families who have not yet 
used a VPK certificate.   
  
VPK operates 4-days per week, generally Monday through Thursday, beginning Monday, June 
18, to Thursday, August 9.  VPK will close on Wednesday, July 4 and open on Thursday, July 5 
and Friday, July 6.  School hours are scheduled for 7:37 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.  Transportation is not 
provided but both breakfast and lunch are free. 
  
To register a child, families should contact their home zone school as soon as possible to set an 
appointment.  To register for either kindergarten or VPK, a child must be 5 years-old on or 
before September 1, 2012 and be a resident of Volusia County.  To also register for VPK a child 
must have a current, valid summer 2012 certificate of eligibility from the Early Learning Coalition 
of Flagler and Volusia Counties – (386) 323-2400 or www.elcfv.org.  For more information, call: 
(386) 734-7190, 255-6475, 427-5223 or 860-3322, extension 20000, or visit the school district’s 
website at http://myvolusiaschools.org.   
  
Community Events and Summer Programs Posted On-Line 
  
A listing of events and programs sponsored by community organizations is available on the 
district’s website at http://myvolusiaschools.org.  Simply select the “Parents & Students” tab and 
locate My Student then click “Flyers-Community Events/Programs.”   New flyers are posted on 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month.  Be sure to check back frequently for events and 
activities occurring throughout Volusia County.   
  
News of Note 
  

• Deltona Lakes Elementary held a Night of the Arts last week, combining a mix 
of music, art and literature.  Families were entertained with upbeat music presented by 
students under the direction of music teachers, Mr. and Mrs. McLaughlin.  Visitors were 
also invited to browse the media center and view the Kids Art Fair coordinated by Mrs. 
Field, art teacher, where student’s works of art were displayed gallery style.  Classroom 
teachers also exhibited their literary works in various forms including writing and 
drawing.  Children enjoyed stories from the Deltona Library and Mr. Bear (aka Mr. Mac, 

http://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan�
http://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Family_Emegency_Plan.pdf�
http://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Family_Emegency_Plan.pdf�
http://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit�
http://www.elcfv.org/�
http://myvolusiaschools.org/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_797_1&content_id=_69005_1&mode=reset&courseTocLabel=Kindergarten+Information�
http://myvolusiaschools.org/webapps/portal/execute/tabs/tabAction?tab_tab_group_id=_103_1�


the cafeteria manager).  Miss Mooney and Mrs. Plitzko hosted an Author's Party where 
reading buddies shared their stories with each other.   

• Sgt. Arthur C. Williams IV was known as a team player, whether on the football field at 
New Smyrna Beach High or on the battlefields of Iraq. Such dedication to others before 
himself is what friends, fellow alumni and family honored and remembered about 
Williams when they named the school's practice football field for this 1991 NSBHS 
graduate who lost his life in combat in Iraq.  

• It was buggy day at Spirit Elementary yesterday.  First grade students did all sorts of 
bug related activities in the courtyard where they participated in bug-themed stations 
ranging from 'Pin the Spot on the Bug' to 'Water Bugs.'  Students were rewarded with 
bug-themed treats and sang bug songs throughout the day.  To go along with the bug 
theme, Spirit Elementary held two spelling bees this week for second and fourth graders. 
  

• Taylor Middle-High students have been given the challenge to read at least three 
books over the summer. After reading each book, students can take quizzes on 
Edmodo, join discussion groups and become eligible to win prizes when they return to 
school in the fall.   Donna Braswell, media specialist, created a suggested reading list 
based on classic choices, young adult “must read” lists and contemporary authors.  
Books are available for students to check out at the school.   

  
Check Out ITV Launchpad on District’s Website 
  
Be sure to look for ITV Launchpad on the home page of the district’s website (scroll down below 
District News).  This new feature presents video stories that provide a glimpse into Volusia 
County schools.  Currently featured are a safety PSA, There’s No APP for Patience; One Book, 
One School at Sunrise Elementary; Elementary Science Exposition; Dr. Seuss Day with 
University High and Manatee Cove Elementary students; Enterprise Elementary Science Night; 

and the Disaster Drill at University High. 
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  

Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 
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