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Be There 

  
Spring forward by helping your child succeed in school. Be There. 

  
Daylight Saving Time, March 11 
  
Daylight saving time is almost here!  Remember to “spring forward” your clocks one hour on 
Sunday, March 11, at 2:00 a.m., the official start of daylight savings time.   
  
Spring Break – Report Cards 
  
The spring holiday begins for students at the end of the day on Thursday, March 15.  Friday, 
March 16 is a teacher duty day. Grades will be posted on the Parent Portal March 22 and report 
cards will be distributed beginning March 27.  Classes will resume on Monday, March 26.   
  
For the purpose of cost savings by reducing energy consumption, all district offices will operate 
on a ten-hour/four-day week during the week of spring break.  District offices will be open on 
March 19, 20, 21 and 22 and will be closed on March 23.  
  
Project IBIS 
  
Project IBIS (Investigating Biomes In Science) is a School District of Volusia County program 
that helps prepare high school students for the Biology End Of Course Exam using class room 
visits to each high school and field site learning at three different sites around Volusia County. 
The sites are Rose Bay, an estuarine environment; Bicentennial Youth Park a freshwater 
wetland; and Lyonia Preserve, which is a scrub habitat. Every student in Honors/Pre-IB Biology, 
AP Biology and AP Environmental Science in all ten high schools participates in the program 
reaching more than 3,000 students per year.           



  
At the Rose Bay site students learn how to test the water quality of the estuary, identify local fish 
using a seventy-foot seine net and identify local birds.  At Bicentennial Youth Park, students 
learn about wetland soils, identify freshwater organisms, how to use a GPS (Global Positioning 
System) units, and distinguish between native and invasive plants. Project IBIS also visits the 
scrub habitat at Lyonia Preserve. Students learn about gopher tortoises, scrub jays, scrub mice, 
and many other important animals, along with important plants species that are only found in 
this desert like environment. The program uses these sites to give students hands-on 
experiences in the three key ecosystems of Florida.  
  
Seabreeze High Students Plan Pet Adopt-A-Thon 
  
H.E.A.P. (Helping Every Animal Possible), a service club at Seabreeze High School, is 
organizing a pet adopt-a-thon on Sunday, April 22 (Earth Day), from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Mr. 
Petman Supercenter, 2400 South Ridgewood Ave., South Daytona.  Many pet rescue 
organizations in and around Central Florida have been invited. There will be a prize drawing, 
bake sale, food and games.  Donations of pet food and supplies will be accepted and anyone 
bringing a donation will receive a ticket for the prize drawing.  Everyone is invited to help 
animals in need. 
  
University High Branches Out in a New Way 
  
The University High School Academy of Finance has partnered with Kennedy Space Center 
Federal Credit Union to open an on-campus branch to be run by finance students.  This 
opportunity will allow students to gain actual banking experiences, such as opening checking 
and savings accounts, making deposits, tracking accounts, and following standard banking 
procedures, all under the supervision of KSCFCU employees. 
  
This innovative example of a real-world application allows students to gain valuable work 
experience as they pursue careers in the field of finance.  It also sets them apart from other 
applicants to earn a paid position over the summer. 
  
George Marks Elementary Students Perform Beauty and the Beast 
  
George Marks Elementary School students will perform the popular Disney Musical “Beauty and 
The Beast” on the school’s stage, 1000 N. Garfield Avenue, DeLand.  Performances began 
yesterday, March 7, and will continue through Saturday, March 10.  Showtime is 7 p.m. each 
evening with a matinee at 3 p.m. on Saturday, March 10.  Tickets are $5 for children and 
adults.  The George Marks Elementary cast is comprised of 41 very talented kindergarten - 5th 
grade students.  For more information, call 386-822-6986. 
  
Outstanding School Volunteers and State Winner Announced 
  
The 2012 Outstanding School Volunteer winners were announced on Friday, February 24, at 
Volusia County School’s VIPS Recognition Day.  Held at University High School, the annual 
event honored the exemplary volunteers that serve the county’s public schools.  Over 18,000 
volunteers provided 821,431 service hours during the 2010-2011 school year, which according 
to www.independentsector.org, represents over $15 million worth of service. 
  
Lewis (Tony) Tussing, one of DeLand’s busiest volunteers, was honored as Outstanding 
Senior Volunteer.  He volunteers for DeLand’s elementary schools, Southwestern Middle, and 
DeLand High. A retired teacher, his membership in Southwestern’s School Advisory Council 

http://www.independentsector.org/�


and PTSO provides an opportunity for Tussing to share his knowledge of education. In addition, 
he frequently speaks on behalf of schools at community meetings and has recruited the local 
Kiwanis Club and Rotary as active community partners.  Tussing has been a tutor and a Take 
Stock in Children mentor at DeLand High.  For years he has written weekly columns called 
“Class Notes” for the DeLand Beacon newspaper, promoting school/parent communication 
while highlighting the schools’ “good-news.”  This year Tussing organized a back-to-school 
supply drive at Southwestern Middle and promoted the school’s yearly yard sale which provides 
fieldtrip scholarships. 
  
Mainland High senior, Brittany Bush, won in the youth category for her exemplary service 
through leadership.  She is serving her second year as president of Student Government and is 
also president of Mainland’s AVID program.  As producer of the school’s television program 
“Potpourri,” Bush has become an essential part of the TV production crew.  She is a member of 
the softball team, National Technical Honor Society, and Students Working for Awareness 
Group (a service organization targeting the special needs population).  Furthermore, Bush is a 
leader in Mainland’s Academy of Communications and Multimedia Technologies and serves as 
senior class secretary.  Bush has served over 800 hours in the past 18 months while carrying 
both Honors and Advanced Placement courses.  She leads others by example; actively involved 
while inspiring her peers to be more selfless and giving. 
  
Christina (Tina) Garry, sixteen-year veteran volunteer from Edgewater Public, received the 
Outstanding Adult Volunteer award.  Garry’s expertise is making connections.  Eight years ago 
Garry established an annual “Thanksgiving Feast” which allows for needy students to have a 
free Thanksgiving Day dinner with their families.  She also initiated “Make a Change Day” by 
collecting loose change from students and faculty to supply a local food bank.  Currently Garry 
is spearheading the “Hi-Five Program” which enables 40 underprivileged children to take 
nutritious food staples home over the weekend.  Her “Blanket of Love” program collects 
blankets for homeless shelters.  Each August she coordinates (with churches and the PTA) a 
“Back to School Give-a-Way” by soliciting clothes and school supplies from the community.  She 
assists guidance, media, and the front office staff; lends a hand on picture day; and volunteers 
for the special needs classes at New Smyrna Beach High.  Garry has provided over 1800 
service hours in the past 18 months, but more importantly she is an excellent role model for all 
the students and staff whose lives she has touched. 
  
At the conclusion of Friday’s event it was announced Christina Garry was selected to receive 
the Florida Outstanding School Volunteer Award from the Florida Department of Education.  
Garry is one of only 15 volunteers throughout the state receiving this honor from the 
Commissioner of Education Gerald Robinson.   
  
Also honored at the event were: 

•         employees Linda Manchisi, Cynthia McCallister, and Randi Abbruzzese and 
volunteers Becky Bynum and Erin Gaver from Atlantic High School with the 
Outstanding Teacher/Volunteer Team Award at secondary level 

•         teacher Catherine Deane and volunteers Linda Taylor and Leslie Vandale from 
Forest Lake Elementary School with the Outstanding Teacher/Volunteer Team 
Award at elementary level 

•         Creekside Middle School and Westside Elementary School received the Parent 
Involvement Awards for programs that increase parent participation 



  
40th Annual Volusia Students Create K-12 Exhibit 
The opening reception for the 40th Annual Volusia Students Create K-12 Exhibit is Friday, March 
16, 5 p.m. – 7 p.m., at the Museum of Florida Art, 600 N. Woodland Avenue, DeLand.  The 
exhibit will continue through Sunday, April 1.  The exhibit features artworks created by Volusia 
County’s K-12 art students. 
  
“Art; the First Language” Elementary Exhibit Now Open 
An exhibit featuring artworks from Volusia County’s elementary students is now open at the 
Arthaus, 3840 Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange.  “Art; the First Language” will continue through 
Friday, March 30. 
  
News of Note 
  

• John E. Clark, Deltona High teacher, was selected by the National Science Teachers 
Association as a recipient of the Maitland P. Simmons Memorial Award for New 
Teachers. Mr. Clark was one of only 12 teachers from around the United States so 
honored this year. The award recognizes teachers with five years or less experience for 
their early contributions to student success and science teaching. 

  
• In February, Spruce Creek Elementary kindergarten students got two exciting visits.  

One from Dr. Barnes, a local pediatric dentist, who taught the students the importance of 
good oral hygiene.  Dr. Barnes actively engaged the students with an exciting game 
show style presentation that challenged the students with questions on good dental 
hygiene practices.  During the presentation, he entertained the students by performing 
several amazing magic tricks.  At the conclusion, Dr. Barnes generously donated 
toothbrushes and toothpaste for each student.   The second visit was from the Spruce 
Creek High School Drama Club.  Under the direction of teacher, David Bell, the high 
school students gave a performance based on two very popular books written by Laura 
Numeroff, If You Give a Mouse a Cookie and If You Give a Pig a Pancake.  The 
presentation was exciting, funny and kept 110 kindergarten students actively engaged.  
After the presentation, the kindergarten students were excited to act out the stories using 
puppets and props, write about the stories, and read other stories written by the author.   
  

• Twelve Silver Sands Middle students participated in the school’s fourth annual Culinary 
Cook-Off in February.  These 12 students cooked up appetizers, main dishes and 
desserts vying for the honor to compete in the second round of the cook-off.  In the end, 
five finalists were selected to compete: Joshua Pollock- tuna soufflé; Angelica Simmons 
- red velvet cupcakes; Bryce Sparks - pizza bread; Alex Swindle – bacon-wrapped 
quiches; and Ana Vandenbush - buffalo chicken dip.  These chefs recreated their dishes 
from scratch and were judged on taste, presentation and knowledge, as well as 
cleanliness of their work area and handling of equipment. The winner was the bacon 
wrapped quiche, created by chef, Alex Swindle, and his teammates Jordan Gago, and 
Alex Brunning. 
  

• More than 100 students from University and Pine Ridge high schools toured the 
campus at Stetson University in January.  After their tour, they filled the Rinker 
Auditorium to meet and hear a dozen Stetson University administrators and business 
school faculty who stepped out of classrooms and offices to offer a glimpse into the next 
level of education.  Professors from each department gave an overview of business 
studies and career opportunities in their discipline and responded to student questions.  



Afterwards, students attended a lecture by Dr. Greg McCann of the Family Enterprise 
Center.  Marianne Blair, accounting and business teacher at Pine Ridge High and 
adjunct Stetson business professor, helped to coordinate this visit, and other visits over 
the last two years, with the goal of inspiring students to consider the possibility of 
college. 
  

• Indian River Elementary recently held their third annual Artist Trading Card Night.  
Students created the cards in class and made additional cards at the event.  Students 
then learned how to barter and trade their cards with other artists, which included 
professional artists, high school art students, parents, teachers and mentors.  Art 
teacher, Steve Hardock, has been hosting Artist Card Trading Nights for seven years at 
various area schools.   
  

• Elyse Wassem, 5th grade student from Chisholm Elementary, won first place in Volusia 
County’s 53rd Annual Orlando Sentinel Spelling Bee held at Port Orange Elementary in 
February.  She competed with students from 35 schools in grades 4 – 8.  Elyse will go 
on to compete in the district meet in Orlando on March 27.  Another Chisholm 
Elementary student, Carly Bosma, 4th grade, won the New Smyrna Beach American 
Legion Poppy Story essay contest and was presented with a certificate and $20 
McDonald’s gift card for telling the story of the red poppy’s significance to military 
veterans. 

  
Check Out ITV Launchpad on District’s Website 
  
Be sure to look for ITV Launchpad on the home page of the district’s website (scroll down below 
District News).  This new feature presents video stories that provide a glimpse into Volusia 
County schools.  Currently airing: the All-County Elementary Music Festival, Silver Sands 
Middle School’s Culinary Cook-Off and the Volusia County Schools 2013 Teacher of the Year 
Celebration. 

 
 
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  
  

  
To view prior editions of e-News, please visit: http://www.volusia.k12.fl.us/communityinformation/E-News.htm  
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