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Be There 

  
Spring forward by helping your child succeed in school. Be There. 

  

Legislative Session Opens – Budget Cuts Major Concern 
  
Volusia County School District teachers, administrators, support staff and board members are 
proud of providing a quality education for all of our students. Our top concern is the ability to 
continue quality instruction for each and every student if public education funding is significantly 
reduced. Since 2007-2008, the school district has reduced the budget by more than $75 million 
in programs and personnel costs, a reduction of 16%.  We understand that everyone has to cut 
back and we’re not asking for more – just asking that another deep cut is not placed upon us. 
  
If the Governor’s education budget of a 10% cut is enacted, it will result in major personnel and 
program reductions for Volusia County Schools.  For example, it will require a reduction of 936 
positions—the equivalent of $44,500,327—including a number of central office staff, elementary 
special areas (art, music, physical education), middle and high school electives, principals and 
assistant principals, office specialists, school nurses, social workers, psychologists, guidance 
counselors, campus advisors, teachers on assignment, paraprofessionals, and teacher 
supplements for activities and athletics. 

We believe that decisions about Volusia schools need to be made by those who live in our 
communities, not by policy makers in Tallahassee and Washington D.C. The success of our 
school district is because we have a community that believes in our students and schools. We 
all care, so let’s make sure that we continue to maintain community control over our community 
schools. 
  
The 2011 Legislative Session begins Tuesday, March 8.  The Volusia County Schools web site 
provides contact information for our elected state officials. To follow legislation, go to 
www.leg.state.fl.us.  
  

http://blackboard.volusia.k12.fl.us/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?content_id=_113033_1&course_id=_800_1&mode=reset
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/


VCCPTA Invites You on a FREE Road Trip to Rally in Tally  
  
On Thursday, March 24, PTA members and the community will let their voices be heard once 
again in Tallahassee. In previous years, your voices have been loud and clear and they have 
been heard! This year the task is once again to persuade legislators to keep public education 
out of the harm of more budget cuts. Unfunded and underfunded mandates and requirements 
have hurt us enough. More cuts would be devastating! 
  
Tentative Plans  

         Depart @ 5:30 am at the Home Depot parking lot on International Speedway Blvd., 
Daytona Beach 

         Arrive @ 11:00 am in Tallahassee at Waller Park outside the Capitol Building  
         Rally from 11:30 am - 12:30 pm  
         Legislative visits, committee hearings, and Capitol tour from 12:30-4:30 pm  
         Depart Tallahassee @ 4:30 pm  
         Arrive in Daytona Beach @ 9:00 pm 

  
Volusia County Council of PTAs if offering FREE travel via a charter bus to Tallahassee. To 
reserve your seat, visit the VCCPTA webpage. The Rally in Tally registration form is posted 
under Events Calendar.  Complete the registration form and return by Friday, March 11, to 
Danielle Thomas at Turie T. Small Elementary School.  You will be notified upon receipt of your 
registration and receive updates and more detailed plans of this statewide event.  For more 
information, contact Danielle Thomas at dmthomas@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
  
Outstanding School Volunteers and State Winner Announced 
                 
The 2011 Outstanding School Volunteer winners were announced on Friday, February 25, at 
the district’s annual VIPS Recognition Day.  Held at Mainland High School, the event honored 
the exemplary volunteers that serve the county’s public schools.  During 2009-2010 volunteers 
provided 807,777 hours of service at a value of over $14 million (www.independentsector.org). 
  
Karen Ellzey from Taylor Middle-High was named the Outstanding School Volunteer in the 
senior category.  Even though Karen is a part-time employee, she takes on any extra projects 
and attends school functions that fall out of the realm of her employee responsibilities.  She has 
implemented graphics, photography, and video projects that were never previously completed at 
the school.  Each year Karen compiles a video for the middle school’s awards assembly.  She 
also produced a movie documentary for the school’s Re-Dedication Ceremony.  Karen 

developed the school’s business partner database, has organized recognition events, and 
compiled the school’s first Five Star School portfolio.   
  
A parent volunteer from Sugar Mill Elementary and Silver Sands Middle, Tara Watkins, 
received the Outstanding School Volunteer Award in the adult category.  Tara has been ―career 
volunteer‖ at Sugar Mill for 9 years and Silver Sands for 2 years.  She helps teachers in the 
classroom, at-risk students in reading, assists with special programs and presentations, and 
coordinates many PTSA events. 
As Sugar Mill’s PTSA president, Tara established the ―Paws for Play‖ program.  This ongoing 
project has raised funds to purchase playground equipment and a shade structure.  Tara also 
spearheaded the return of a Fall Carnival and a mini-grant program to assist teachers.  At Silver 
Sands Middle Tara helps with school dances, book fairs, fitness festivals, open house, 
fundraising, teacher appreciation luncheons, and serves as the PTSA vice-president. 
  

http://blackboard.volusia.k12.fl.us/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_795_1&content_id=_48167_1&mode=reset
mailto:dmthomas@volusia.k12.fl.us
http://www.independentsector.org/


Eleventh grade student Kaelyn Badura from Pine Ridge High School was named the 
Outstanding School Volunteer in the youth category. As a freshman Kaelyn noticed classmates 
lacking warm winter clothing and developed a plan to help.  She met with school administrators 
and the idea for ―Kinzie’s Closet‖ was born (named in honor of her aunt).  Kaelyn, her friends, 
and her mother spent weekends obtaining donations of gently used clothing that would appeal 
to teens.  Once Kaelyn’s team had assembled enough clothes, she asked for and obtained a 
room at the school, then set up shop.  Students were able to stop by the closet and choose up 
to three items, free of charge.  Kaelyn now works with other student groups to encourage them 

to recycle their gently used clothes, thus not only helping their peers, but providing a more 
environmentally-friendly lifestyle among teenagers.  And she is planning ahead to ensure that 
student volunteers are trained to sustain Kinzie’s Closet after she graduates.  
At the conclusion of Friday’s event Kaelyn received the Florida Outstanding School Volunteer 
Award from the Florida Department of Education.  She is one of only 15 volunteers throughout 
Florida receiving this honor from the Commissioner of Education Dr. Eric Smith. 
   
Also announced Friday were the Outstanding Teacher/Volunteer Teams: Sharon Keaton-Brown 
and the Southwestern Middle School’s V.O.G.U.E. (Very Outstanding Girls Urging Excellence), 
and Kami Aronson and Wendy Pettit from Osteen Elementary School. 
  
Students Learn Science; Protect the Environment 
  
During the fall semester this school year, students and teachers in the Environmental Service-
Learning Legacy Project learned science while monitoring the estuary at Rose Bay.  Currently 
there are 1135 students in grades 2-12 and 61 teachers from 14 Volusia County schools 
participating in the environmental program.  
  
Students and teachers were trained in visual, physical/chemical, and biological monitoring of the 
estuary habitat with the help of all the program’s partners. Partners included FUTURES 
Foundation, Volusia County Land Acquisition and Management, Environmental Management, 
and Mosquito Control, Halifax River and West Volusia Audubon, the Native Plant Society, and 
St. Johns River Water Management District. Students and teachers learned to make and use 
scientific tools, test water and soil using sensors and probes, and identify estuarine plants and 
animals. They also participated in a number of service projects to help maintain the park 
including clean-ups and removing exotic plants.  
  
These activities were not only linked to the Sunshine State Standards for science, but also 
helped students understand the importance of service to the community and ways to protect the 
environment. Students will spend the winter months studying at Bicentennial Youth Park and the 
spring at Lyonia Preserve. The District Environmental Project could not function without the 
support of the Volusia County School Board, parents and community volunteers. 
  
Exhibit Featuring Student Artwork Opens Today 
  
ArtHaus is now featuring the ―Making Our Mark‖ Middle School Exhibit, which highlights the art 
work of Volusia County middle schools. Exhibit dates are March 3 – April 8, with the opening 
reception tonight, March 3, 5 p.m. – 7 p.m.  ArtHaus is located at 3840 S. Ridgewood Avenue, 
Port Orange. For more information, call (386) 767-0076. 
  
Daylight Savings Time, March 13 
  
Daylight savings time is almost here!  Remember to ―spring forward‖ your clock one hour on 

Sunday, March 13, at 2:00 a.m., the official start of daylight savings time.   



  
Spring Break – Report Cards 
  
The spring holiday begins for students at the end of the day on Thursday, March 10.  Friday, 
March 11 is a teacher duty day. Grades will be posted on the Parent Portal March 16 and report 
cards will be distributed beginning March 22.  Classes will resume on Monday, March 21.   
  
For the purpose of cost savings by reducing energy consumption, all district offices will operate 
on a ten-hour/four-day week during the week of spring break.  District offices will be open on 
March 14, 15, 16 and 17 and will be closed on March 18.  
  
ParentPortal 
  
Report cards will be available March 16.  To access your child’s grades, log on to the 
ParentPortal.  More parents are logging on and realizing the benefits of having so much 
information about their child at their fingertips.  All you need to access ParentPortal is: 

         a ParentPortal authorization code - all your child’s school if you do not have one for each 
child 

         an e-mail address and access to the Internet (there are many Internet Service Providers 
who provide free e-mail accounts) 

  
Once the authorization code is issued: 

         log on the Internet and go to http://myvolusiaschools.org  

         select ParentPortal from the Quick Links box 
         click on ―Creating a new account‖ link on the ParentPortal homepage, which will walk you 

through the simple procedure of registering 
  
You now have access to a wealth of information about your child.  On ParentPortal you can 
monitor your child’s grades, attendance and tardiness, discipline referrals, report card history, 
FCAT history, interim reports and much more.  There is no more wondering – simply select the 
appropriate report. 
   

  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  
  
  

To view prior editions of e-News, please visit: http://www.volusia.k12.fl.us/communityinformation/E-News.htm  
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