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Be There 

  
Help your child succeed in school by following his/her progress and communicating with the 

teachers. 
  

FCAT 2.0 Scores and School Grades 
  
In spring 2012, Florida public school students will be taking the new Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test (FCAT), commonly referred to as FCAT 2.0, which is a much more rigorous 
test with increased expectations across all grade levels. In addition, the State Board of 
Education raised the FCAT 2.0 proficiency scores for each passing level (Level 1 – Level 5) -- 
thereby further raising the achievement bar.  While everyone agrees that increased 
accountability and high academic standards are certainly in the best interest of our students; the 
reality of these changes in terms of real life consequences for students and schools need to be 
recognized and understood. 
  
The combination of a much more rigorous FCAT test, coupled with raising the threshold for 
receiving a passing score will result in a decline in student scores.  
  
For example, students who have consistently passed FCAT in previous years could easily score 
below the passing level with the new standards. The most dramatic drop will likely be in grades 
3, 4, and 10. 
What does all this mean in terms of student performance on FCAT 2.0? 

  There will be an increase in the number of students failing FCAT 2.0 

  Subsequently, there will be an increase in the number of students required to take 
remedial  courses for the portions of FCAT 2.0 that they failed 



  A likely resulting impact will be a student’s ability to participate in the same number of 
special area classes or elective courses (i.e. band, art, drama, music, etc.) due to the 
required remedial courses. 

What does this means for schools/the school district? 
  SCHOOL GRADES WILL FALL SIGNIFICANTLY. 

  Increased cost to school districts due to the addition of required remedial courses. 

  Reduction and/or elimination of certain elective courses in order to accommodate an 
increase in remedial courses. 

As teachers and students spend more time working with higher standards, it is expected that 
test scores will rebound, student knowledge will increase, and ultimately the student will be 
better prepared for life after high school, either in college or the workplace. Students, parents, 
teachers, principals, administrators, superintendents and our communities must work together 
to continue to ensure the academic success of our students, which, in turn, directly correlates to 
the quality of life and the economic vitality of our communities.   
  
Report Cards 
  
Grades will be posted on the ParentPortal March 22 and report cards will be distributed 
beginning March 27.  Students are currently on spring break and will return to school on 
Monday, March 26.   
  
For the purpose of cost savings by reducing energy consumption, all district offices will operated 
on a ten-hour/four-day week during the week of spring break and will be closed on Friday, 
March 23.  
  
New Smyrna Beach High Celebrates the Arts 
  
Come out and show your support for musically talented students on Wednesday, March 28 at 7 
p.m. in the New Smyrna Beach High School auditorium.  “Arts Alive” is a music showcase 
featuring student musicians and bands.  This rock concert style production will showcase the 
best talent that New Smyrna Beach High has to offer, all in the spirit of drumming up support for 
fine arts in public schools.  Tickets for “Arts Alive” are $2 and can be purchased in advance at 
New Smyrna Beach High School or at the door the night of the show.   
  
Pathways Elementary Students Visit Daytona Museum of Arts and Sciences 
  
Pathways Elementary will experience “Science Night” at the Daytona Beach Museum of Arts 
and Sciences on Tuesday, April 3.  Pathway’s students will be given free admission into the 
museum, which will offer three planetarium shows and provide the students with the opportunity 
to explore the children's wing and other galleries.  A General Electric volunteer will be on site to 
give hands-on science demonstrations.  Science Night is a great way to enhance the learning 
that is taking place at Pathways Elementary and allows students to see how science is applied 
in the real world.  Students will also have the opportunity to win a prize from the free raffle that 
will be taking place at the museum, including a free annual membership to museum. 
                                                          
Osteen Elementary Students Plant Garden 
  
Students in Osteen Elementary’s Collaborative Enrichment Academy and the club’s sponsor, 
Michelle Polgar, received $500 grant to plant a vegetable garden.  Planting the garden has 
proven to be an educational opportunity for the fifth graders.  Club member provide tours to 



other students to explain what they are growing and they are also be responsible for maintaining 
the garden.  The grant was provided by Florida Agriculture Classroom. 
  
New Smyrna Beach Middle Hosts 5K 
  
New Smyrna Beach Middle will host the Stingray 5K at 8 a.m. on Saturday, April 14.  The event 
is a USATF certified and mapped 3.1 mile race and will begin at the New Smyrna Beach Parks 
and Recreation Center, 1000 Live Oak St. in New Smyrna Beach.  Registration forms are 
available in the school office or may be downloaded at: http://www.active.com/running/new-
smyrna-beach-fl/stingray-5k-2012?int=29-6.  Registration fees before April 5 are $20 for adults and 
$10 for those under 17.  After April 5, fees are $25 for adults and $15 for those under 17.  The 
day of the race fees are $30 for adults and $20 for those under 17.  For more information 
contact Mike Peterson, New Smyrna Beach Middle, (386) 424-2550. 
  
Coronado Beach Elementary Celebrates 50 Years 
  
Coronado Beach Elementary School will celebrate its 50th anniversary with a Fish Fry and live 
entertainment on Friday, May 11, 5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m., at the school’s outdoor classroom. Tickets 
are only $1 (for sale at the school); larger donations will be accepted. 
  
Students, parents, alumni, teachers, administrators and anyone else connected with the school 
are invited.  If anyone has photos to share for the “memory lane” slideshow, please contact 
Zella Hudgens, Coronado Beach Elementary PTA, zspaceplanit@yahoo.com.   
  
Nominate Outstanding Literacy Leaders  
  
The 2012 Volusia County Secondary Literacy Fair will be held Saturday, May 12, 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m., at Mainland High School.  The fair includes a wide variety of literacy-related competitions 
and contests for middle and high school students.  Also, students, parents and teachers are 
invited to nominate middle and high school teachers as the Outstanding Reading Teacher, 
English/Language Arts Teacher, Content Area Literacy Teacher or Literacy Leader of 2012.  
Please use this link to nominate an outstanding teacher from your school: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/literacyleaders2012 
  
20th Annual Future Florida Educators Conference 
  
This year the Volusia County School District will be celebrating its 20th Annual Florida Future 
Educators of America (FFEA) District Conference.  The celebration will take place on Saturday, 
March 31, at University High School in Orange City, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. The district conference is 
an opportunity to nurture students’ interest in teaching as a career by allowing students to come 
together with others who share a love for teaching, to demonstrate their budding educator skills 
and so much more.  
  
Volusia County Schools is honored to have Dr. Sharon Draper, a professional educator and an 
accomplished writer, as a keynote speaker for this historic event. Dr. Draper is a five-time 
winner of the Coretta Scott King Literary Award, a New York Times bestselling author and 
National Teacher of the Year. She was also chosen for NCNW Excellence in Teaching Award 
and honored at the White House six times.  
  
Following the keynote address, schools will compete in the Song/Dance/Cheer category, where 
they can creatively express their interpretation of this year’s theme, “Imagine ~ Believe ~ 
Achieve, Education is Everything.” Other competitions include Essay, Display, Scrapbook, 
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Lesson Plan, PowerPoint Competition and Public Service Announcement. The students will 
spend the rest of the morning in break-out session being inspired and learning from teachers 
and college students on a variety of topics. The day will conclude with award presentations for 
the competition winners and an announcement of the district’s $1,000 FFEA Scholarship 
recipient.  
  
News of Note 
  

• University High students in the teen Certified Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
program recently participated in a mock tornado drill.  The students dressed in full gear 
and were assisted by the Volusia County Emergency Management Services, DeBary 
CERT, Orange City Fire & Rescue and the Volusia County Sheriff’s Department.  The 
mock drill provided students with experience to deal with the aftermath of tornadoes 
such as those that occurred recently in Indiana and Kentucky. 

• Spirit Elementary PTA will be holding its annual Arts and Craft Fair Saturday, April 14, 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Admission for shoppers is free.  There will be student artwork displayed 
as well as vendors with various goods to sell.  

• Turie T. Small Elementary held its third annual African American Read-In on February 
24. This exciting event involved 21 members of the local community as guest readers 
providing a positive connection between the school and community.  Local community 
leaders from the police department, fire department, Bethune Cookman University, 
realtors, retired educators, clergy and NASA were involved as guest readers. In 
conjunction with Black History Month, all of the books that were selected were from 
works authored by African Americans. After the event, each teacher was presented with 
a book to add to the classroom library.  

• The DeLand Middle Science Department recently partnered with the Orlando Science 
Center to host a science family night where the Orlando Science Center presented their 
show called "KABOOM."  Around 150 people participated in the event, which took place 
in the school's auditorium. 

• Osteen Elementary’s Girls Running club participated in the Swamphouse 5K in DeBary 
on March 11.  The running club trained for this event for several months, meeting twice 
weekly to discuss various health related topics.  All the girls finished the 5k and had a 
great time, even in the rain.  The club helps the girls increase their fitness level and their 
knowledge of fitness. 

• SySTEMatic, a team of Volusia science and math teachers, recently won the first 
Daytona STEM Cup Challenge at the Daytona International Speedway while attending 
“Driving Science,” a three-day professional development institute. Amy Monahan, STEM 
coordinator for the district; Kent Booher, Atlantic High; and Patricia Allanson and Laura 
French, both from River Springs Middle, competed with their own custom mouse trap car 
against teams of teachers from middle and high schools in Volusia, Flagler and 
Seminole.  STEM education includes science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics. 

                                                                                                                                       
Check Out ITV Launchpad on District’s Website 
  
Be sure to look for ITV Launchpad on the home page of the district’s website (scroll down below 
District News).  This new feature presents video stories that provide a glimpse into Volusia 
County schools.  Currently featured: Enterprise Elementary Science Night, Pathways to 
Transition Fair, Silver Sands Middle Culinary Cook-off, EMS & Military Expo and the All-County 
Elementary Music Showcase.  
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For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  

Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 
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