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Be There 

  
Connect with your child in meaningful ways during the everyday moments of life.  

Turn the ordinary into extraordinary. 
  
  

Get on the Short List for a Job with Volusia County Schools  
  
On October 21, Volusia County Schools will host an Invitation-only Instructional Job Fair for the 
2013-2014 school year. To be considered for an invitation you must hold certification in one of 
the following subject areas: 

•         Elementary Education 
•         Language Arts  
•         Mathematics  
•         Reading  
•         Science  
•         Special Education 

  
To express your interest in being considered for a Job Fair Invitation, complete all three (3) 
steps listed below while space is still available: 
  
1. Complete the online employment application: CLICK HERE TO BEGIN  
2. Complete the Gallup Teacher Insight Assessment using district code 20478221: CLICK 

HERE    
3. Contact Emily Devito in Human Resources by email: erdevito@volusia.k12.fl.us   
  
PLEASE NOTE: Participation in the Instructional Job Fair is by invitation only. A tentative 
schedule of events, specific directions to the job fair, and registration information will be 
included on the job fair invitation. 
  
College Tutors Needed for AVID Program 
  
College students are needed to tutor in the Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) 
Program at selected area Volusia County middle and high schools.  AVID is an internationally-
recognized program designed to help students enroll in a 4-year college.  Tutors earn $9.29 per 
hour or higher for tutoring college-bound students under the direct supervision of an AVID 
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elective teacher during the school day at times scheduled by each school.  Recent college 
grads and qualified Volusia County substitute teachers are also encouraged to apply. 

  
The AVID elective class is offered at the following schools in west and southwest Volusia:  
DeLand High, DeLand Middle, Deltona High, Deltona Middle, Galaxy Middle, Heritage Middle, 
Pine Ridge High, River Springs Middle, Southwestern Middle and Taylor Middle-High.  AVID is 
offered in the following schools in east and southeast Volusia:  Atlantic High, Holly Hill School, 
Campbell Middle, Mainland High, New Smyrna High and New Smyrna Beach Middle. 
  
For further information, contact Lawrence P. Beal Jr., AVID Program, at 386-255-6475, 734-
7190 or 427-5223, ext. 20220, or email lpbeal@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Application information can be 
found on the district’s website. 
  
Gearing Up for Community Involvement 
  
This is a busy time of year for registering and placing volunteers.  In addition to our thousands 
of parent volunteers, many colleges in Volusia are funneling their students to us so they may 
obtain experience by helping in a classroom.  This is our fourth year to partner with the highly 
successful CATALYST program, whose mentors service DeLand and Deltona schools.   United 
Way has commenced their second year of ReadingPals in selected pre-school classes.  We 
have also partnered with Volusia’s new RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program).  They are 
recruiting volunteers for our mentor programs and United Way’s ReadingPals.  In addition, five 
high schools are participating in International Speedway Corporation’s Winner’s Circle-Victory 
Lane motivational program. 
  
Last school year approximately 849,000 service hours were provided to schools through our 
volunteers, the highest count to date.  Over 500 businesses/organizations also helped us to 
enhance student learning, enrich curriculum, and promote school improvement.  We are 
currently updating our schools’ needs on the Volunteer and Business Partner Opportunities 
listings.  Find these listings at http://myvolusiaschools.org, Departments, Volunteer/Partnership 
Programs, and then select the Resources tab.  Check back often as our schools are just starting 
to submit their needs for the current school year.  For more specific information, contact an 
individual school and ask to speak to their volunteer coordinator or business partner 
coordinator. 
  
Schools Receive Grant from Knights of Columbus Prince of Peace Council 8791  
  
Ormond Elementary, Tomoka Elementary, Pine Trail Elementary, Pathways Elementary and 
Ormond Beach Middle schools, along with two charities, were recent beneficiaries of $4,200 in 
grants from the annual Campaign for Citizens with Disabilities Fund Drive held by Knights of 
Columbus Prince of Peace Council 8791 in Ormond Beach. “Charity is the first of four principles 
upon which our Order is built, and through the efforts of our council members and the generosity 
of area residents and visitors, we are pleased to again provide much needed funds to help local 
students and citizens with learning and developmental  challenges,” said John Malafronte, 
Grand Knight of Council 8791.  
  
News of Note 

  
Coronado Beach Elementary held its annual Back-to-School BBQ last Friday.  PTA hosted the 
event where parents, students and faculty came out for an evening of food and fun, as well as 
getting acquainted with each other. 
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Cypress Creek Elementary, honored a superhero fire fighter who gave his life to save others 
on 9/11.  His family was given a special certificate honoring their loved one who re-entered the 
building to rescue others.  It is what he lived everyday as fire fighter.  His picture is posted on 
the school’s Wall of Heroes where pictures are hung of Veterans and the school’s extended 
family that may be in active military. 
  
Congratulations to four-county winner Leah Larrimore, Cypress Creek Elementary student, 
whose Crime Stoppers poster submission is featured on all elementary school Crime Stoppers 
posters and will be posted in every K-5 classroom in the State Attorney’s four-county 7th 
Judicial Circuit that includes Flagler, Putnam, St. Johns and Volusia counties.  
  
John Clark, a chemistry and physics teacher at Deltona High, will sail on September 23 to 
assist scientists on a 12-day autumn bottom trawl survey.  He is participating in this cruise as 
part of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Teacher at Sea program, which 
bridges science and education through real-world research experiences. 
  
Deltona High is starting a new tradition to recognize a Student of Excellence.  With the support 
of PTSA, the school will recognize four students each month.  Faculty and staff will have the 
opportunity to nominate outstanding students and later vote for the nominees. In addition to 
pizza with the principal, winners will have their pictures displayed in the cafeteria and on the 
school’s website.  The winners are: Wolf of the Month - Eric Duran; Athlete of the Month - Haley 
Hovis; Scholar of the Month - Zachery Holmes; and Citizen of the Month - Darious Wilson. 
  
The Deltona Middle Drama Department will present two one-act plays:  “The Lollipop Caper” 
(1940’s whodunit comedy) and “Becoming Shakespeare” (a silly satire about young 
Shakespeare becoming a great writer).  Mrs. Erin Bond will direct the plays.  The plays will be 
presented on October 16 and 17 at 7 p.m. in the school’s cafeteria.  Tickets will be sold at the 
door for only $2.00.  More than 40 students will participate onstage. Everyone is invited to come 
out and show support. 
  
On September 27, Deltona Middle will hold its annual Hispanic Heritage Festival sponsored by 
the Student Government Association.  This event will be held in the gym, 6 – 8 p.m., and will 
celebrate Hispanic cultures represented in the school community.  The event will include cultural 
exhibits, Latino music, dancing and food.  Community leaders and Business Partners support 
this event. 
  
Enterprise Elementary recently celebrated the grand opening of their new playground.  Maddie 
Hearn, a former student who is now a sixth-grader at River Springs Middle, won the playground 
for her school as the grand prize in a drawing sponsored by Nickelodeon. 
  
Florida’s First Lady Ann Scott recently visited Friendship Elementary.  She read to children in 
four classes and fielded their questions.  Fifth-grade teacher Barb Watson submitted 
Friendship’s request for a visit from Scott, who often tours schools around Florida as a way of 
encouraging children’s interest in reading and writing. 
  
Friendship Elementary was awarded the Best Buy SAC Technology Fair Grant for $1,000 by 
Business Partner Best Buy for the 2013-2014 school year.  The goal of the grant is to help 
Friendship continue to educate parents and students on the use of technology.  Parents are 
taught how to use, monitor and place parental controls on technology in the home.  They also 
learn about the benefits of instructional technology at home and at school. 
  

http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Enterprise/IMG_3155.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Enterprise/IMG_3183.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Enterprise/IMG_3183.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Friendship/IMG_3121.jpg�


New Smyrna Beach Middle’s Student Government Association will be walking in the annual 
Purple Parade hosted by the Domestic Abuse Council on September 28 at 8 a.m.  The Purple 
Parade, a two-mile walk raising awareness against domestic abuse and bullying, will be held in 
Daytona Beach at Riverfront Park.  SGA will host an Anti-Bullying Week on campus leading up 
to the walk. 
  
The Stingray Stingers, New Smyrna Beach Middle’s School's Dance team, hosted a Back to 
School fundraiser night at McKenna's in New Smyrna Beach on the first day of school.  Ten 
percent of all proceeds were donated back to the award winning dance team to help raise funds 
for their competition trip in February. 
  
School Board Member Linda Costello visited classrooms at Osceola Elementary to encourage 
students to strive for excellence. 
  
First graders at Osteen Elementary recently held a Bear (Be Excited About Reading) parade. 
 Students brought stuffed bears from home to carry with them and made special hats.  The 
students were excited by a visit from their school mascot, "Billy the Bronco." 
  
Port Orange Elementary’s Principal, Marie Stratton, and several teachers were wrapped by 
students recently during an Expectation Assembly/PAWS Pep Rally for students in 2nd—5th 
grades.  PAWS stands for Positive Academics Will Soar.  At every interim and end of the 
grading period, Port Orange Elementary students celebrate PAWS.  This is a time where 
students who have turned in all assignments are allowed to choose a fun, enriching activity to 
do.  If students are missing assignments, they are sent to study hall to finish their work. 
 Students usually strive to finish their school work in order to participate. 
  
Congratulations to Ben Herstein, Southwestern Middle student, who was selected at Youth 
Volunteer of the Year for the school.  He volunteers and tutors during Open Media Night and 
serves as an Odyssey Lab Math tutor/volunteer.  Ben is always one of the first to offer additional 
help at club functions.  He was also named a Volusia County School PRISM Outstanding Math 
student and was recognized for that honor with several other students during the September 10 
School Board meeting. 
  
Congratulations to Spruce Creek High Cadet Captain Kevin Tierney for being selected the Civil 
Air Patrol Southeast Region Phase III Cadet of the Year.  The Southeast Region is made up of 
all the Wings from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Puerto Rico and Tennessee.  This is 
an extreme honor and accomplishment.  Good luck to Kevin in winning at the national level.  
  
This year marks Sweetwater Elementary’s 20 year anniversary. To celebrate this event, the 
Fall Carnival will be bigger and better than ever. It is set for Saturday, October 26, 11 a.m. – 4 
p.m., at the school.  For every wristband purchased by any Volusia school, Sweetwater’s PTA 
will return $5 to that school.  The $17 wristband includes rides, foam party, inflatables, rock wall, 
face painting, cake walk, balloon art, ropes challenge, games and prizes, power jumps, 
popcorn, a full pizza meal and Radio Disney.  There will also be many local vendors selling their 
products, as well as hair coloring and feathers, air brush tattoo and more for an extra charge. All 
wristbands must be purchased by October 22, after that date the price increases to $20 per 
band and may be purchased the day of the event.   
  
Timbercrest Elementary recently donated instructional materials, including over 1000 posters, 
to the Haiti Project sponsored by Daytona State College.  Teachers, staff and administration 
eagerly participated by contributing items towards this outreach.  If you are interested in 
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donating educational supplies for this worthwhile cause, contact Dr. Donald May at 
mayd@DaytonaState.edu. 
  
This year Mrs. Belsky's 2nd and 3rd grade gifted class at Tomoka Elementary is working on 
expanding and redesigning their beautiful butterfly garden.  Their goal is to earn the Advanced 
Wildlife Habitat certification through the National Wildlife Federation.  Mrs. Belsky's class is 
collaborating with both the Ormond Beach Chapter of the Audubon Society and the Paw Paw 
Society to plant indigenous trees and shrubs which will enhance the garden ecosystem and 
encourage repopulation of backyard bird species, such as cardinals, titmice, blue jays and 
chickadees.  This multi-generational approach will enrich and enhance the lives of participants 
at both ends of the age spectrum.  Their enthusiasm for environmental restoration and 
stewardship is boundless and ageless.  Both young students and volunteers who have retired 
from their busy careers will have fun combining resources to help the birds and butterflies.  
Chuck Teague, Audubon butterfly expert, will be their guest speaker in October.  Mr. Teague 
will demonstrate how specific plants in the garden are helping to save endangered species. 
 The following week, Ms. Belsky's class will take a related field trip to Lyonnia Environmental 
Preserve to study scrub jay habitats.  Home Depot is also being welcomed to the classroom. 
 They are bringing all of the supplies, tools and expertise necessary for each student to build 
bird houses and feeders.  Mrs. Belsky's class will be hanging these feeders and houses in 
strategic locations around the school’s garden and campus.   
  
Westside  Elementary jumped on board the train to success for another ‘A’mazing year at 
Westside. The school will be celebrating one of many successes that’s been achieved by 
kicking off the year with an ‘A’mazing ‘A’ ‘A’dventure. The school has reached its goal and will 
continue to soar. This celebration will take place on Thursday September 26, 6 - 7:30 p.m.  In 
other news, the school extends its congratulations to Mrs. Michelle Hannah for her excellence in 
math.  She was recently awarded the Math Prism Teacher Award for the 2013-2014 school 
year.  
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/2r.  Enterprise 
Elementary School cuts the ribbon on its new, Nickelodeon-themed playground with the help of 
SpongeBob SquarePants.  
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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