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Be There 

  
Learning begins at home.  Read to your child and become your child’s favorite teacher. 

  
Volusia Schools Select Teachers of the Year 
  
Each of Volusia County's public schools has completed the process to select its Teacher of the 
Year.  The 70 winners, chosen by their peers, are nominated to compete for the honor of 
Volusia County School District's 2015 Teacher of the Year (see list of names below).  The 
current Volusia County Teacher of the Year is Emily Edwards, who teaches fourth grade at 
Citrus Grove Elementary in DeLand.  The 2015 district Teacher of the Year winner will be 
announced at a gala banquet on Friday, February 28, and will be nominated for the state 
Teacher of the Year program.  
  

First Name Last Name School 
Carolyn Williams Horne Alternative Education (Riverview 

Learning Center)  
Ursulyne Van Meter Atlantic High 
Dora G. Freed Blue Lake Elementary 
Sandra Quijano Campbell Middle 
Emily Kristine Light Champion Elementary 
Diane R. Griffin Chisholm Elementary 
Angela Young Citrus Grove Elementary 
Cori Winch Barnes Coronado Beach Elementary 
Rachel C. Bogdanoff Creekside Middle 
Terri Suydam Cypress Creek Elementary 
Camille  Austin DeBary Elementary 
Melinda D. O’Neill DeLand High 
JoAnna Elliot DeLand Middle 
Barbara A. Bates Deltona High 



First Name Last Name School 
Jennie Marie Maldonado Deltona Lakes Elementary 
Derek O. Travis Deltona Middle 
Claudia K. Holcomb Discovery Elementary 
Michelle Amanda Lindsey Edgewater Public 
Marjorie E. Henderson Enterprise Elementary 
Johanna Cosentino Forest Lake Elementary 
Angela Arico Jones Freedom Elementary 
Nancy Rodriguez Friendship Elementary 
Leslie L. Derochers Galaxy Middle 
Diane Simon George Marks Elementary 
Amy M.  Dempsey Heritage Middle 
Nita T. Manis Hinson Middle 
Ericka N. Christian Holly Hill School 
Carol J.  Crain Horizon Elementary 
Ann Marie Flanagan Indian River Elementary 
Loretta  Del Greco Longstreet Elementary 
Lisa  Alexander Mainland High 
Susan M. Carlisle Manatee Cove Elementary 
Paula Alexandra Outzen-Ferrentino McInnis Elementary 
Grace Kellermeier New Smyrna Beach High 
Ann M. Jones New Smyrna Beach Middle 
Tonya  Akins Orange City Elementary 
Robbin M. H. Durden Ormond Beach Elementary 
Kristen D. Pirkey Ormond Beach Middle 
Elizabeth Zain Austin Ortona Elementary 
Kathy G. Szlosek Osceola Elementary 
Michelle Polgar Osteen Elementary 
Jessica L.  Werdann Palm Terrace Elementary 
Ellen L.  Trexler Pathways Elementary 
Michelle Holland Pierson Elementary 
Michelle Swint Pine Ridge High 
Katherine Grindle Pine Trail Elementary 
Debra L. Sobien Port Orange Elementary 
Jared Andrew Taylor Pride Elementary 
Letasha Robertson Read-Pattillo Elementary 
John M.  Darby River Springs Middle 
Lorraine Lewis Miklos Seabreeze High 
Robert J. Voges Silver Sands Middle 
Lianne  Fernández South Daytona Elementary 



First Name Last Name School 
Sean A. Richter Southwestern Middle 
Rosey Soto Spirit Elementary 
Debra Abadia Spruce Creek Elementary 
Leesa Holloway Spruce Creek High 
Monica J. Welcher Starke Elementary 
Melissa J. Dirlam Sugar Mill Elementary 
Sarah Mateer Sunrise Elementary 
Marc Fox Sweetwater Elementary 
Ian S. Jackson Taylor Middle High 
Deborah Jean Smith Timbercrest Elementary 
Susan M.  Fox Tomoka Elementary 
Danaya Jackson Turie T. Small Elementary 
Laura A. Kieselbach University High 
Amy  Blowers Volusia Online Learning 
Christopher James Madzik Volusia Pines Elementary 
Marcy R. Hall Westside Elementary 
Lynn Sapp Woodward Avenue Elementary 
  
Run for FUTURES 
  
Did you know that your Volusia County public school or college/university can win a cash prize 
for recruiting the most registrants for the RUN FOR FUTURES 5K/8K on November 23rd?  We 
want to give your school some cash!  When registering for the 8K/5K Run-Walk, please indicate 
in the proper space which Volusia County public school or college/university you attend or 
support.  The school(s) or college/university with the most supporters registered will win (based 
on the total number of registrants indicated as supporting your Volusia County school): 

• 1st place - $250 plus trophy 
• 2nd place - $150 
• 3rd place - $100 

Register online at racesmith.com or print and mail in your registration form.  Don’t forget to mark 
which 
school you support.  Let’s all get together and Dash for Cash, November 23rd.  Registration 
begins at 9 a.m. and the race starts promptly at 10 am at the Florida Tennis Center off of LPGA 
Blvd. in Daytona Beach. 
  
DOE Collecting Feedback on State Standards 
  
The Florida Department of Education is seeking feedback on the state’s mathematics and 
English language arts (ELA) standards in accordance with Governor Scott’s executive order. 
Floridians are encouraged to submit their feedback via email or on a designated website. 
 “Florida’s families deserve rigorous, clear standards that will prepare our students for success 
in college and career,” said Commissioner of Education Pam Stewart. “We look forward to the 
public’s input, especially from teachers, students and their parents who are currently using 
these standards in their classrooms, to ensure that they meet our state’s high expectations.” 
 Floridians can submit their feedback by visiting www.flstandards.org or emailing 

http://www.flstandards.org/�


flstandards@fldoe.org.  All comments must be submitted by October 31, to be considered for 
review. For more information, visit the department’s Standards Review webpage.  For more 
information about the Florida Department of Education, visit www.fldoe.org.  
                                                                                                                           
ArtHaus Presents Volusia Art Educators’ Exhibit 
  
An exhibit featuring creative works by local art educators is now open at the ArtHaus, 3840 
Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange.  The exhibit will continue through Friday, November 1. 
  
News of Note 

  
The students, families, faculty and staff of Blue Lake Elementary were honored to have several 
personalities from the Volusia County community gather together with the school for 
International Walk to School Day.  A group of over 300 set out on the school's fourth "Walk to 
School with the Principal for Safety" event.  Blue Lake's event was featured on Channel 13 
News and also on WESH 2 News.  This program is run in conjunction with the Department of 
Transportation’s Safe Routes program and was implemented to promote safety awareness 
among the students and in the community.  Among the dignitaries in attendance were: School 
Board vice chairman, Candace Lankford; City Councilman, Pat Patterson; three representatives 
from the State Attorney's Office (Blue Lake Alumni); Sherriff Ben Johnson; Police Chief 
Ridgway; Officer Rod Hancock; and members of the Stetson University's basketball team and 
coach, cheerleaders and their mascot, Johnny B. 
  
Champion Elementary was happy to host the local Hershey Track and Field meet October 5 at 
Mainland High School.  Twenty-five schools participated in the meet with a total of 235 children 
taking part in the competition.  Coach Becky Haus organizes the event with the purpose of 
getting kids to have fun and be active.  Students can take part in short or long distances runs or, 
for those that don’t like running, they can participate in standing long jump or the soft ball throw. 
 The next meet will be November 2 at Mainland High School from 8 a.m. – noon.  All students 
between the ages of 6-14 are welcome to participate.  For more information email 
rlhaus@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  
Mrs. Collins, Citrus Grove Elementary teacher, received a surprise visit from OfficeMax 
representatives who awarded her with $1,000 worth of classroom supplies as part of the 7th 
annual OfficeMax A Day Made Better advocacy program.  The program was developed to help 
erase teacher-funded classrooms.  Mrs. Collins was one of 1,000 teachers in the country who 
was nominated by their principals for their extraordinary efforts in the classroom.  Everyone at 
Citrus Grove was surprised with an additional box of supplies worth $600 donated to the school 
through the generosity of our local community.  Patrons of the DeLand OfficeMax purchased 
and donated supplies that will be used school wide.  
  
Recently Mrs. Sieg and Ms. Roberts arranged for Citrus Grove Elementary 3rd grade students 
and family members to volunteer at Journey’s End Animal Sanctuary, learn about the organization 
and what they do, and visit some of the “residents.”  Journey's End Animal Sanctuary provides 
lifetime care and shelter for dogs, cats, horses, pigs, sheep and birds that have been abused, 
neglected or have special needs.  Rather than emphasizing adoption, Journey's End provides a 
homelike setting where animals can enjoy the remainder of their lives in a comfortable, loving 
atmosphere.  For more information about Journey’s End Animal Sanctuary, visit their website at: 
http://www.journeysendsanctuary.org/ 
  
DeBary Elementary students, families and staff members participated in the International Walk 
to School Day event with over 100 students and parents joining in the walk.  Students enjoyed 
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prizes and treats when they arrived at the event and even more prizes and a poster to sign once 
they arrived at school. 
  
With a large population of Deltona High students being from a Hispanic background, the school 
celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 - October 15).  The education started in the 
classroom where students learned about different Hispanic countries and their indigenous 
people. Students had presentations about certain Hispanic countries and recreated the living areas 
of the indigenous people and the current living arrangements.  The education extended from the 
classroom to the entire school.  The TV Production classes aired several Hispanic people on 
their weekly announcements for the entire month.  In addition, an EDMODO quiz was created 
for students to answer and enter a drawing to win donated gift cards from local restaurants.  To 
finalize the celebration on October 11, an exhibition of the Hispanic flags and students’ work took 
place during the students’ lunch time.  A local DJ volunteered his time to provide music for the 
celebration.  Students enjoyed and celebrated among the faculty and staff the Hispanic Heritage 
with music from different countries.  
  
Six Deltona High band students were accepted to the University of South Florida's Festival of 
Winds.  This festival is an honor band that only accepts 250 students from across the state of 
Florida to play in some of the finest high school ensembles in the state and explore what it is 
like to major in music at a major university.  Congratulations to Alex Davis, Joey Dies, Jon 
Eloriaga, Ives Morin, Paula Ramirez and Neville Williams. 
  
Deltona Lakes Elementary students, faculty and staff wore pink on October 15 to support 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  The local fire department made a guest appearance and 
proudly posed with students for a group photo.   
  
Recently, Deltona Lakes Elementary participated in Jumpstart's Read for the Record 
event.   The organization encourages adults and children around the world to gather on a single 
day to set a new digital reading record and show their support for early literacy.  This year's 
story was “Otis” by Loren Long.  During each lunch period throughout the day, volunteers read 
the story aloud to students while they followed along with the eBook on the data 
projector.  Teachers were given a reading guide with background information and 
supplemental ideas to incorporate in the classroom.  The students and teachers enjoyed the 
story and look forward to future reading activities in a large group setting.  
  
Each year the Deltona Lakes Elementary ESOL Department hosts an informative Parent 
Leadership Council (PLC) meeting.  The PLC meeting is designed to give ESOL parents an 
overview of the programs and opportunities available at school for both parents and students.  
Presentations by school and district staff are given on the following topics: Parent Portal, parent 
participation, discipline, code of conduct, dress code, expectations, SAC, Title I, PTA, VIPS, 
FCAT and tutoring.  
  
Jack Hartman, a local musical education entertainer, recently visited Edgewater Public students 
in grades pre-k, kindergarten and first grade.  Jack had students standing and dancing to songs 
that involve counting and the alphabet.  Research has long shown that singing and moving are 
some of the best ways to commit skills to long-term memory.  Mr. Hartman played genres of 
music including country, rock n' roll and even hip hop to help students practice their academics. 
  
Forest Lake Elementary congratulates three outstanding teachers who recently received 
FUTURES mini-grants. Coach Greg Boyle will be working with Heart Healthy pedometers, Mrs. 
Roz Schoenwetter will be completing a unit called 'Our Toys are Really Just Simple Machines,' 
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and Mrs. Susie LeFils is working with her kindergarten class on Career and College 
Connections. 
  
Freedom Elementary’s Health and Safety Fair was recently held with many area medical, health, 
safety and fitness businesses showcasing good health and safety habits.  During this PTA-
sponsored event, families were able to visit displays and participate in activities to promote good 
health.  The PTA also recently held an ice cream social with over 100 families and staff 
members attending. 
  
Jody Adkins, media specialist at Friendship Elementary, is getting students on board with 
Glogster. Glogster is an interactive poster (think about it as a poster online).  Because it is safe 
and educational, Glogster is the perfect tool for students to use to present their research.  After 
completing research children can insert text, photos, graphics, video and music.  This enables 
the students to work with many different types of media.  It also works well for group projects, so 
the children can learn to collaborate with others.  It is the perfect tool for presenting student 
work. 
  
Galaxy Middle had more than 270 students, parents and faculty participate in the International 
Walk to School Day event, which was organized by Coach Hepsworth and Coach Bradley with 
community support from the Deltona YMCA .  Everyone meet at the Deltona YMCA and walk 
the mile and a half to campus wearing the color orange to support Anti-Bullying Week.  The 
week was filled with educational videos and Ms. Mindigo, art teacher, painted faces and had the 
Art Club use sidewalk chalk to write positive messages on the campus sidewalks.  
  
On October 15, from 6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m., Galaxy Middle will host Survivor Night.  This is an old 
event with a new twist.  All grade level students and parents are invited to participate to get the 
most important information necessary to survive middle school.   Parents and students will 
rotate through different activities that support the students’ school involvement and 
performance.  Activities include a presentation of Common Core State Standards, Parent Boot 
Camp, How to Access Pinnacle, How to Earn Credits and Cyber Bullying.  Clubs will be 
available to promote student involvement and show off the awesome things students are doing 
at Galaxy.   
  
Coaches Kim Disbro, Brent Robitzsch, and Bob Schultz sponsored International Walk to School 
Day at Indian River Elementary.  Students were encouraged to join children and adults around 
the world to celebrate the benefits of walking.  Principal Dee Stevenson, Officer Randy 
Mumpower, safety patrol, PTA and parents participated in this activity.  Students received a 
certificate and other goodies for their participation.  On the same day, Walgreens surprised 
Principal Dee Stevenson with a special visit. Walgreens donated $815 to the Indian River 
Elementary physical education department to help promote a healthy active lifestyle for the 
children.  During the summer Walgreens hosted their first “Walgreens Way to Well 5K 
Bike/Run/Walk.”  They saw this is as a unique opportunity to raise money for local fitness 
programs for our children.  This year they raised funds for Volusia County Schools physical 
fitness programs.  The donation was made by Ms. Shannon Brandt, store manager, and Mr. Les 
Cantrell, assistant manager. 
  
Indian River Elementary first grade teachers, Ms. Elizabeth Janosky and Mrs. Hether Ranieri, 
are reinforcing the zero in place value with "Zero the Hero,” who teaches a lesson in number 
sense. The classes are celebrating every 10th day of school.  For example, on the 40th day of 
school, students had "Zero to Hero" songs, "Zero to Hero" books, “Zero to Hero" crafts and 
"Zero to Hero" math activities.  All these activities reinforced how important the zero is in place 
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value.  In addition, Zero the Hero delivered a surprise to the office for the classes – and that 
surprise was in the shape of a zero.  So far they have received cookies, donuts, fruit loops and 
life savers.  Once Zero the Hero made a special visit to the classroom to deliver the prize.  This 
special program will continue all year, celebrating every tenth day and base ten numbers. 
  
Manatee Cove Elementary will host a Volunteer Business Partnership Orientation at 8:30 a.m. 
on October 25 to give parents, community members and local businesses the opportunity to 
learn how they can become a volunteer at Manatee Cove and how the school can partner with 
local businesses in the community.  For more information, contact Janet Gierhart at (386) 968-
0004, ext. 45400. 
  
Ormond Beach Elementary students were greeted by Mayor Kelley who handed out pencils 
on International Walk to School Day.  Officer Stokes was also there to support the children and 
PTA passed out water bottles.  This event is designed to help children become aware of their 
surroundings, promote the benefits of exercise, and raise community awareness of our students 
who walk to school daily. 
  
Students in Mrs. Disinger's Civics classes at Ormond Beach Middle jumped right into the 
curriculum this quarter.  While studying the different forms of government, students participated 
in a debate about what form of government would be best suited for "NuCountry."  NuCountry is 
a fictitious country that just gained their independence from a neighboring country, Ayland.  The 
students were divided into different teams/interest groups (working poor, wealthy business 
owners, etc.) and based on the group they belonged to, they argued in support of a specific 
form of government.  The debate was scored and teams were only given points when their 
arguments were supported with evidence found in the materials they were given.  This was an 
exercise to review the forms of government, but also to practice using evidence to support 
claims.  School Board Member Mrs. Linda Costello visited Mrs. Disinger's first period Civics 
class and participated in a lesson where Mrs. Disinger taxed her students on different items of 
clothing and possessions to illustrate the idea of British taxation in the colonies from 1763-1776. 
  
During Disability History and Awareness Weeks, Mrs. Karen Hood, Fundamentals of Culinary 
teacher at Ormond Beach Middle, had her students prepare a meal using a wheelchair.  Students, 
Fontasia Alexander, Zoe Charles and Justine Stalzer found it quite difficult to maneuver their 
way through the kitchen in an effort to prepare their culinary meal, “Oven-Puffed Baked 
Pancakes.”  The students truly appreciated the opportunity to experience what is like to have a 
disability and how difficult it is to get where you want to be and juggling items in your hand.  Also 
sharing in the experience was Mrs. Patricia Maccio, who shared a video on famous people who 
have dyslexia. What an eye opening experience for the students.  In addition, Mrs. Carol Clark 
invited one of her former students back to share with the students his experience of blindness. 
 Kevin Lowe, 2005 graduate of Seabreeze High, shared how he had a tumor removed and the 
end result was a loss of vision.  He shared with the students his daily experiences about how he 
copes.  Kevin explained how his Apple iPhone has many apps that can help him recognize 
money, a scanner for the bar codes that tells him what a product is, and the use of his cane.  He 
even shared with students proper etiquette of dealing with a blind person such as not getting 
quiet when a blind person walks in a room.  The students were totally engaged and appreciative 
of his shared experience. 
  
Mrs. April Jollie, Osteen Elementary teacher, received a FUTURES mini-grant which will 
enable a team of fourth and fifth grade students to design, construct and program their own 
intelligent invention.  They will accept the 2013 FIRST Lego League (FLL) Challenge called 
Nature's Fury to compete with their robot in a local robot fest.  During this experience, the 
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students will learn to work independently as a team.  They will discover their own leadership 
strengths, as well as unexpected abilities of their peers.  The students will create an innovative 
solution to address a real world problem; then they will create a presentation to share with an 
audience who can benefit from the solution. 
  
Osteen Elementary participated in International Walk to School in a big way.  The event was 
coordinated by Mrs. Raimundo, assistant principal, to promote the safety of students while 
walking or biking to and from school.  Osteen Elementary reminded local citizens to watch for 
students and not to text and drive.  More than 150 students, teachers and families met 
approximately one-half mile from the school and everyone walked to school together.  The 
students were lead by Heritage Middle’s dance team and were escorted by local police officials.  
Students, faculty and family then convened on the PE court and concluded the morning with the 
release of 27 balloons in remembrance of the 27 student accidents last year in Volusia County 
while walking to or from school.  A public service announcement video about student safety was 
made by students and shown schoolwide that morning as well. 
  
Fire Fighter Jim Peters from the Ormond Beach Fire Department recently visited the Motskins' 
kindergarten and 1st grade classrooms at Pine Trail Elementary for October Fire Safety month 
to teach the boys and girls some key fire safety lessons.  The children learned the importance of 
checking the batteries in the smoke detectors in their homes, how to make a plan and a meeting 
place outside the home to use in the event of a fire, how to stop, drop, and roll if their clothing 
were ever to catch on fire, and how a fire fighter might look and sound in the event of a fire so 
they would know not to be scared.  Homework: go home and teach your family what you've 
learned about fire safety. 
  
Pride Elementary congratulates 4th grade teacher Joanne Miller who received a FUTURES 
mini-grant for her outstanding idea "Reading Is Fun & Games."  Mrs. Miller also received a 
Creativity Award from FUTURES for this grant.  Students will read Sunshine State Reader 
novels in literature circles throughout the year.  As a culminating activity, students will design 
their own game board based on their favorite novel. 
  
Pride Elementary will host a Family Math Night on October 17, 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.  This is a Make 
& Take event.  Families are invited to spend the evening together with teachers making and 
taking home math games.  It will be a fun night for everyone. 
  
Four School Way Café managers won awards from the Florida School Nutrition Association.  
Congratulations to Winnie Crockrell, Holly Hill School, for the Super School Award (National 
School Lunch Week), large district, secondary school; Debra Feeney, Volusia Pines 
Elementary, for the Nutrition Award, large district, elementary school; Maureen Brown, Cypress 
Creek Elementary, for the Louise Sublette Award of Excellence, the highest award a school 
nutrition professional can earn. Maureen was also recognized at the National Conference held 
in Kansas City in July and Teresa Azevedo, Creekside Middle, for the President's Gold 
Medallion, Overall President's Gold Award of Excellence, Florida Smart Start (Florida School 
Breakfast Week) large district, secondary and Student Wellness Activity Club Award. 
  
Southwestern Middle was awarded an USTA grant for $500 to support Tiger Tennis, after-
school tennis for students of all abilities.  The grant money will be used to purchase tennis 
equipment.  Special thanks to Dr. Raney, School Volunteer/Tiger Tennis & Jr. CEC Club 
Sponsor. 
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International Walk to School Day was a big success thanks to organizers, Ms. Oatis, principal, and 
Coach Willie Calloway, as well as guest walkers, Dr. Don Boulware and Deputy Newman.  
Southwestern Middle had its biggest turn out for this event with approximately 100 students as 
well as faculty, club sponsors, parents and guardians.  The weather was perfect and everyone 
seemed energized and excited to be part of the walk. 
  
Brendan Register, a junior at Taylor Middle-High, was selected as one of 13 delegates for the 
state of Florida to attend the 86th National FFA Convention and Expo, which will be held 
October 27 - November 3 in Louisville, KY.  Brendan is one of 500 delegates from around the 
country selected to attend the convention.  More than 544,000 members belong to FFA and 
competed for this prestigious opportunity. 
  
Recently, seven Taylor Middle-High students and four teachers attended an all-day student 
and teacher training at the Museum of Art in DeLand.  The training was titled "The Art of 
Reflection and Response" and was based on the museum's current exhibit, "Forging an Identity: 
Contemporary Latin American Art."  Participants were asked to "read" works of art using 
Feldman's Model for Art Criticism.  They constructed poems based on their descriptive and 
emotional responses to individual artworks and wrote an imagined "eavesdropping" dialogue 
between two characters in a self-selected painting.  Activities were aligned with reading and 
writing standards from the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts, in order 
to demonstrate how "reading the image as text" can be implemented by teachers across the 
disciplines, especially in language arts, social studies, foreign language and art.  The training 
was conducted by museum Curator of Education, Pam Coffman. 
  
Mr. Rich Powers' Modified VE students at Taylor Middle-High completed a short-term goal to 
earn 1000 bowls of rice on http://freerice.com/.  Students can earn up to three bowls of rice when 
answering questions correctly on the website.  In turn, philanthropists make donations to feed 
the hungry in the world with rice.  Mr. Powers' students celebrated with a Chinese chicken and 
rice luncheon.  Their next goal is to earn 3000 bowls of rice and celebrate with a Mexican fiesta 
to include rice. Good luck to Mr. Powers' class. 
  
The FUTURES Foundation recently awarded funding to Beth Vanderkooi, Timbercrest 
Elementary teacher, for her grant application titled “Making History Real.”  The grant will allow 
for the purchase of fictional literature that supports ITI (integrated thematic instruction) with a 
focus on the American Revolution.  ITI is an instructional strategy that supports the needs of 
gifted learners – the target group of the grant.  Through the literature, students will be engaged 
in the study of the American Revolution by getting a glimpse of what life would have been like 
during that time period through the eyes of children their own age.  Timbercrest is very 
appreciative to the FUTURES Foundation for the funding and opportunity they have provided. 
  
FUTURES and the Tomoka Elementary PTA are funding a program entitled “Mastering Math: 
A Sherlock Holmes Problem Solving Mystery.”  Students in Beverly Horn's combination 
second/third grade gifted class will present the musical play teaching math problem-solving to 
primary and intermediate classes.  Students will use children’s literature in class discussions to 
understand concepts (reading for information, nonfiction, reading for a purpose).  Afterward the 
set of books will become a traveling lending library for intermediate classes at Tomoka.  Second 
and third grade students will then read and learn the script (reading for a purpose, reading for 
information), prepare costumes, motions, and props (creativity, team cooperation, math), and 
present to fellow students (presentation, public speaking).  The musical will be presented to 
third through fifth grade classes at Tomoka and Ormond Beach Elementary in the winter.  
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Last week, Volusia Pines Elementary wore orange to show unity and take a stand against 
bullying.  The school took part in the National Anti-bullying Campaign (Pacer.org).  Students 
signed a banner to pledge their allegiance against bullying and had the opportunity to enter 
poster, essay and poem contests.  The winners will be sent to the National Pacer Contest.  In 
addition to the pledge and contests, students were introduced to “Spookley the Pumpkin” who is 
a storybook character that faces the challenge of being the only square pumpkin in the patch. 
 Students helped Spookley stand up to bullying and learn to be proud of his differences. 
 Spookley’s adventure was integrated into the curriculum through videos, art projects, music, 
stories, dance, and reading and writing activities.  The guidance department will continue the 
lessons learned during anti-bullying week throughout the year ensuring Volusia Pines is a safe 
place where differences are celebrated.  The event was sponsored by Sarah Smith, third grade 
teacher, and Tammarynd Smith-Flynt, school counselor. 
  
Westside Elementary held its first annual Bingo for Books, which is a great event for the entire 
family.  Parents, guardians, grandparents, aunts and uncles were invited to bring a Westside 
student and play bingo.  Each student that won received a book.  
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/2u.  Enterprise 
Elementary School cuts the ribbon on its new, Nickelodeon-themed playground with the help of 
SpongeBob SquarePants.  
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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