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Be There 

  
Show your family you are thankful by being there for your child. 

  
Veterans Day Holiday 
  
Monday, November 11, Veterans Day will be observed.  All schools and district offices will be 
closed. 
  
Information About the 2014-15 School Calendar  
  
For the 2014-15 school year, we anticipate students will return to school on Monday, August 18, 
2014, which is two weeks before Labor Day. Most school districts in Florida start at this time.  
School districts rely on the Florida Department of Education to set testing dates, which for the 
purpose of a school calendar are used to ensure that spring break schedules do not interfere 
with statewide testing schedules. 
  
The 2014-15 school year is when testing in Florida will transition from the FCAT 2.0 and End of 
Course exams to an assessment that measures high quality curriculum standards. The 
Department of Education is in the process of making plans for these new tests and has not 
released the 2014-15 testing schedule.  When the state testing schedule becomes available, the 
recommended school calendar for 2014-15 for Volusia County Schools will be taken to the 
school board for approval. 
  
VCS Student Work Exhibited at the 2013 Volusia County Fair 
  
Students from Volusia County Schools will be displaying samples of their work at the annual 
county fair this week and next.  The Volusia County Fair, which opens today, Nov. 7 and runs 
through Sunday, Nov. 17, provides an excellent venue for schools, teachers and students to 
highlight much of the exciting work taking place in Volusia County Schools. This year, there will 
be approximately 28 educational booths, many of which showcase art projects from local 
elementary schools.  You can find these exhibits located in Hester Hall on the west side of the 
midway.   
  



Students from Volusia County Schools’ agriscience education programs will be participating in 
livestock events nearly every evening during the fair.  Each night, different breeds of animals 
are exhibited in the show ring where our students demonstrate their high level of knowledge and 
skill at raising and working with various livestock.  Some of the animals you will see include 
chickens and rabbits, lambs and goats, hogs, and cattle.  The annual livestock auction will be 
held on Thursday, Nov. 14 beginning at 6 p.m.  Mark your calendar and come support our 
students in the show ring at this year’s county fair. 
  
Students enrolled in high school drafting programs will be displaying their architectural and 
engineered drawings while students in production technology programs will be showcasing 
products including handmade didgeridoos, fishing rod racks, tables, and chairs.  In addition, 
students enrolled in middle school STEM programs will be racing CO2 powered dragsters in 
Hester Hall on Saturday, November 9 beginning at 1 p.m.  Come join us for the races.  More 
information can be found at http://www.volusiacountyfair.com/. 
  
Radio Disney Visits Schools to Spread Safety Awareness 
  
Radio Disney visited four elementary schools to talk to student about the importance of being 
prepared for different types of emergencies. Students at Turie T. Small Elementary, Palm 
Terrace Elementary, Starke Elementary and Pierson Elementary participated in an interactive 
program learning valuable lessons and having fun, too.  Radio Disney’s Rockin’ Road Crew 
used Volusia County Emergency Management talking points to drive the direction of the 
assembly while infusing games, activities and music into a highly energized curriculum.  
  
Regional FACT Fairs Planned to Support Families 

  
The second of four regional FACT (Families and Community Together) Fairs to support the 
needs of Title I families and encourage parents to become more involved in their child’s 
education will be held 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 19,  in the gymnasium at Deltona 
Middle School, 250 Enterprise Road, Deltona.  The fair is designed for parents with students in 
Title I schools; however, parents from all schools in the area may attend.  Title I schools in the 
southwest Volusia area are Deltona Middle School, Deltona Lakes Elementary, Discovery 
Elementary, Enterprise Elementary, Forest Lake Elementary, Friendship Elementary, Orange 
City Elementary, Osteen Elementary, Pride Elementary, Spirit Elementary, Sunrise Elementary 
and Volusia Pines Elementary.   
  
Volusia County Schools and community organizations are working together to provide parents 
with information about free resources available to families, including support for legal issues, 
health concerns, housing, employment, voluntary pre-kindergarten and Head Start.  Students 
will be offered the opportunity to enjoy face painting, student entertainment groups, and hands-
on science through the Marine Science Center.  The first 50 families to register at the fair will 
receive a free bag of groceries or a backpack filled with school supplies.   
  
Free books and hot pizza will be available.  Families can receive information on topics such as 
reading, math, writing, transitioning to middle school, tutoring services, cyber-safety, Title I 
programs, exceptional student education services, guidance services, mentoring opportunities, 
graduation requirements, social work services, school psychology services and technology in 
the schools.  The goal of the fair is to provide families with resources to enhance student 
success and access community resources.  The FACT Fairs are sponsored by the Title I office 
for Volusia County Schools.   The two remaining fairs will be held at DeLand Middle School on 
January 30, 2014 and at Holly Hill School on April 8.    
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News of Note 

  
Congratulations to Karen Kepner and the Language Arts Professional Learning Community at 
Campbell Middle for their pirate-themed thesis statement team-teaching day.  The students 
were told their “pirate names” by their teachers who dressed as pirates, and then the students had 
to create sophisticated thesis statements and defend them.  Successful students received Pirate 
Booty snacks.  Arrrgh, the Language Arts department deserves a round of applause and a 
hearty “Hi-ho!” 
  
Once again, the art department at Citrus Grove Elementary created a booth for the Volusia 
County Fair. The theme is “500 Years of Florida History.”  Since the school is Citrus Grove 
Elementary, the display features the citrus industry.  Fifth grade students painted beautiful citrus 
still life and Art Club members made papier-mache oranges to hang from the orange tree.  Be 
sure to stop in to see the school’s display from November 7 – 17 in the Hester Building at the 
fair. 
  
Not So Scary Stories is a tradition at Citrus Grove Elementary.  Citrus Grove students and 
their family members wore their not so scary costumes and participated in a fun-filled family 
evening with stories, snacks, crafts and activities in the media center.  
  
Stetson University Theater students entertained Citrus Grove Elementary kindergarteners with 
a play in October.  “The Day They Stole All the Colors” is a delightfully fun play that tells the story 
of a pirate and a cowboy riding through the universe on a comet stealing valuable riches from 
every planet.  “In order to bring this fantasy style play to life, we’re planning on incorporating 
masks, shadow puppets and other theatre tricks to transform the stage into a universe full of 
planets, aliens and disappearing colors,” remarked director Julie Schmitt.  The ensemble cast 
included Amie Vaughn, Jacob Manos, Ellen Smittle, Molly Winsten, Brenna Burgess, Brianna 
Lancaster, Amanda Roy, Cassandra Kris, Alex Schelb, Drew Neitzey, Caron Davis, and 
Roxanna Ghamgosarnia.  The play emphasized the importance of teamwork. 
  
Citrus Grove Elementary Extended Day students recently welcomed docents from Central 
Florida Zoo on for a program about different animals, their habitats and the continents where 
they are found.  Students got an up-close view of a hornbill, chinchilla, giant African millipede and 
other animals while learning about them.  Zoo staff also brought in animal skins, feathers and 
eggs for the program. 
  
Mrs. Sparger's 8th grade students at Creekside Middle worked with Amy Monahan to build 
robots out of Legos this week.  The students worked in pairs to create the robots with scanners 
and wires.  The students then created computer programs to give directives to their robots to 
turn and successfully get through a maze. 
  
Mrs. Triboletti has kept a tradition for nearly 10 years at Creekside Middle of providing a fun, 
scary and exciting twist to Halloween.  Each year, she transforms her classroom into a haunted 
lab with eight spooky activities for the students to investigate.  Students are thoroughly engaged 
and eager to participate in centers, such as: The Phantom Face- convex images; Distorted 
Images- reflection; Creepy Candle-reflection and refraction; Menacing Mirages – concave 
images; Pumpkin Brains- non Newtonian mixtures/liquids and solids; Ghastly Ghosts- air / air 
pressure; Mysterious Messages – acids and bases; and Screaming Balloons- sound waves. 
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Cypress Creek Elementary recently had eight students honored at a School Board Meeting. 
 These talented students placed in their respective divisions for the School Bus Safety Poster 
Contest.  The budding artists honored were: Lindsey Larrimore- first place; Ria Kolluru - third 
place; Carson Wright - second place; Jennifer Russell - first place; Josh Alexander - third place; 
Merissa Austin - second place; and Ja' Niya Williams - first place.  The three first place winners 
went on to compete at the national level and all three won third place.  Each student will receive 
$50 from the National Association of Transportation.  Congratulations to these super Otter 
artists and their teacher, Ektemal Francis-Hanna!  
  
Cypress Creek Elementary students went above and beyond, reaching out to the community 
and collecting 1586 pounds of canned foods.  These will be distributed to Halifax Urban 
Ministries, the Jewish Federation of Volusia, Neighborhood Center and the Student Reach-Out 
Center.  Cypress Creek Elementary also held its annual Fall Festival put on by the PTA 
recently.  Pony rides, bouncy houses, bungees, face painting, arts and crafts, food and music 
were available. 
  
Mrs. Gifford and Mr. Russell's eighth grade American History classes at DeLand Middle 
recently put on a Colonial Fair as a culmination of the colonial studies unit.  Collaboratively, the 
students chose a colony to market. The students had jingles or songs, colonial games, brochures 
and food representing their colony (e.g. Swedish fish for Rhode Island) at their station. Other 
students had the opportunity to visit the fair and participate in a scavenger hunt while learning 
about the original 13 colonies. 
  
In support of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the JROTC sold “Pink Pens” with the Deltona High 
logo for $1.25 each.  All proceeds from sales were donated to the Susan Koman Foundation on 
behalf of Deltona High. 
  
The Volusia County Fair is off and running and Deltona High Production Technology students 
did great.  With 46 students entering projects, Steven Parker led the Wolf Pack by taking Best of 
Show in the small woods category with his Soldier and Horse Intarsia project.  The remaining 
Wolf Pack brought home eight First Place Ribbons, 18 Second Place ribbons and 20 Third 
Place ribbons.  
  
Deltona High Army JROTC Corps of Cadets paid tribute to Deltona High and Volusia County 
veterans today.  Approximately 200 JROTC students performed a “Troops on Line” formation in 
front of the school waving U.S. flags as a means of saying “Thank You” to all Veterans for their 
faithful and honorable service to our great nation.  Tomorrow, Nov. 8, Deltona High Veteran 
teachers will be recognized through a variety of campus activities and events.  
  
Congratulations to Deltona High student, Joey Dies, on making the Florida Music Educators' 
Association All-State 9th & 10th Grade Symphonic Orchestra.  Not only is this ensemble 
reserved for the best of the best, Joey received first chair on his instrument.  
  
In October, the Deltona Lakes Elementary PTA hosted a fall carnival for the school’s ESE 
students.  All 60 students rotated through the festive carnival room and played games, earned 
prizes, then enjoyed cake and fresh-popped popcorn.  They had a great time playing and 
mingling with each other.  Each child was given a goody bag filled with treats to take home. 
  
October 30 was Vehicle Day at Deltona Lakes Elementary.  Students in all grades visited the 
10 different vehicles as a career awareness activity sponsored by the school district.  Vehicles 
in attendance included: American Red Cross, Bright House, Deltona Animal Control, Deltona 
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Fire Services, Florida Forest Service, Beach Patrol, Mosquito Control, Sheriff's Office, VCS 
Maintenance and Votran.  The representatives spoke briefly to students about their respective 
careers then welcomed questions from the students. 
  
Participants in the Deltona Middle "Think Before You Throw" poster contest, were celebrated at 
a Deltona City Hall Commission Meeting.  The following students, who are art students in Ms. 
Neal’s class, were recognized: Catherine Quinones (7th grade), Nicolle De Hoyos (8th grade), 
Jason Cooper (8th grade), Sunna Ferraioli (8th grade), Autumn Taylor (8th grade), Serena 
White (7th), Nina Shields (7th grade), Katherine Cintron (7th grade), Brianna Whaley (8th 
grade), and Mckenzie Oden (8th grade). 
  
Deltona Middle’s Florida Future Educators of America held its annual Spooky Story Time in 
partnership with Reading Coach Mrs. McLane and department, Writing Coach Mrs. 
Rheinheimer and department, Media Specialist Mrs. T. Griffin, and other content area teachers 
to promote literacy through storytelling, games and fun.  Approximately, 75 students attended. 
  
Students and families of Edgewater Public enjoyed a story and craft time on the evening of 
October 30 in the media center.  Everyone was invited to wear their Halloween costumes while 
listening to not so spooky stories, such as “Room on the Broom” by Julia Donaldson and creating 
crafts including a witch’s hat and a Q-Tip skeleton.  The Edgewater Public PTA supplied the 
popcorn, soda, water and some of the volunteers to help make the evening a success. 
 Teachers also volunteered their time to help make this an event that’s sure to not be forgotten. 
  
The media center at Edgewater Public was decked out with pumpkins decorated by students 
for the month of October.  Pumpkins were decorated to look like an eye, spiders, painted with 
scary cats and much more. 
  
New Smyrna Beach High School's Coach Enright and baseball students recently visited Edgewater 
Public fourth graders to help them build background about baseball.  The coach and players 
talked about baseball equipment and positions --especially the catcher and pitcher, the umpire’s job 
and situations that might happen in a game like a strike out or a walk.  They discussed uniforms, 
hard work and keeping your grades up!  The fourth graders will be practicing reading skills this 
week with baseball stories such as Casey at the Bat and Mighty Jackie.  
  
Once again, Forest Lake Elementary art teacher, Shannon Lasher, and her team of Panther 
artists have outdone themselves. This year's display for the Volusia County Fair, themed around 
the discovery of Florida, features the ships of Ponce de Leon and a plethora of student created 
fish highlighting the ocean life in our local waters.  
  
Recently, Enterprise Elementary held “Taste of Flavor of Hispanic Culture,” which was 
attended by families gathering together to celebrate the school’s Hispanic culture.  Students 
dressed to put on a Hispanic performance they had practiced for numerous weeks leading up to 
the night.  Families happily conversed with each other, while laughing and listening to music.  
The event kicked off with Jessica Cavazos, the Executive Director of the Volusia Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, giving an inspirational opening speech.  It continued with choral 
reading from the 4th and 5th grade ESOL students; Typical dance from Costa Rica by 4th 
grader Jaclin Mata Castro; Zumba demonstration by Jessica Clukey and Melanie Haynes, both 
Deltona YMCA Instructors; and concluded with a feast of Hispanic Heritage dishes the families 
brought in.  A huge thank you to Maria Cintron, Liz Harkness, Marge Henderson, Vilma Otero, 
Kristina Schmitt, Madeline Torres and all of Enterprise’s fabulous cooks for the Hispanic 
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heritage luncheon.  The decorations were beautiful, the music made it festive, the camaraderie 
was magnificent and the food was amazing. 
  
The Forest Lake Elementary Running Club recently participated in the Just Run 5K at DeLand 
High School.  Jonathan Gurgacz, a 4th grade, came in fourth overall and first in the male 10-17 
age group.  Other Forest Lake age group winners included Cecelia Schricker, Nathan Stewart, 
and Running Club Coach Greg Boyle.  
  
Forest Lake Elementary students and staff participated in the Students Reach Out Food Drive. 
This successful annual event provides non-perishable food items to families in the Deltona area. 
 This year, Forest Lake collected over 500 items.  The Student Council counted all of the items 
for delivery.  The top three participants were Ms. Neidrick's class, the staff of School Way Café 
and Ms. Haines' class. 
  
Heritage Middle congratulates Jaylis Collazo, 6th grader, and Elizabeth Teresi, 7th grader, who 
were recognized by the city of Deltona as Super Star winners for October and November, 
respectively, for academic excellence and citizenship.  
  
Ms. Jennifer Stewart, Heritage Middle teacher, has been recommended as an Exceptional 
Student Education Demonstration Classroom Teacher for the 2013-2014 school year. 
  
Karen Chadwick, coordinator and director of Indian River Elementary School Extended Day 
Enrichment Program (EDEP), recently won the 2013 Florida After-School Alliance (FASA) 
Conference Award of Excellence for the school’s EDEP program. Karen has won this award ten 
years in a row.  Mrs. Chadwick is constantly bringing speakers and adding educational 
programs to the extended day program.  Recently, Mr. Steve Lampkin, co-director of Daytona 
Beach Learning Rx Brain Training Center, visited to help students begin a Chess Club.  Mr. 
Lampkins feels Chess teaches strategy, problem solving and self-control - all skills needed for 
life-long learning.  Congratulations to Mrs. Karen Chadwick for the award winning job she does 
with students every day.  
  
This fall, Chelsea Cinkosky, teacher at Orange City Elementary, and Holly Hepburn, teacher 
on assignment at Friendship Elementary, wrote and piloted a new Primary Parents to Kids and 
an Intermediate Parents to Kids program at Orange City Elementary.  These programs help to 
instruct parents on how to best assist their children with learning the Common Core English 
Language Arts Standards.  The new and improved Parents to Kids creates a bonding 
experience between parent and child that will last a lifetime. 
  
The DeLand Area Chamber of Commerce Education Committee proclaimed Orange City 
Elementary as its School of the Month for October.  Several members of the Education 
Committee visited Orange City Elementary and presented the school with a donation of supplies 
and a banner that proudly hangs from the historic main entrance to the school. 
  
On October 9, Orange City Elementary took part in International Walk to School Day, which is 
a global event that involves schools from more than 40 countries walking to school on the same 
day to promote safety, healthier habits and a cleaner environment.  In addition to many 
students, parents, grandparents and siblings, special guests included Superintendent Dr. 
Margaret Smith, Orange City Manager Jamie Croteau and Orange City Mayor Tom Laputka. 
  
Leah Lucy, intervention teacher at Orange City Elementary and Yearbook Club sponsor, wrote 
a project proposal on donorschoose.org and was fully funded for $700 worth of equipment 



including four cameras, two tripods and various accessories that will be used by Orange City 
Elementary students in the Yearbook Club.  The students in the Yearbook Club will be 
completing a "Thank you" project for the donors as their way of giving back for the funding. 
  
Ortona Elementary School PTA kicked off the fall in a great way with the First Annual Harvest 
Moon Festival.  Thanks to parents, volunteers, administration and staff, the event was an 
overwhelming success.  With inflatables humming, the smell of cotton candy wafting through the 
hallways and squeals of excitement, the Ortona Elementary School Campus was rocking!  The 
free event was attended by more than 62% of the school’s families and stayed busy throughout 
the entire three hours of carnival games, a new soda pop walk, the very popular fishing booth, 
bounce house, inflatable slide and all of our amazing grade level booths.  The event raised 
money which will go directly to benefit classrooms and additional student events. 
  
Recently, students at Osceola Elementary participated in a "Take a Hike" walk-a-thon.  
Students in kindergarten through fifth grade walked or ran around a course set up on the PE 
field.  They enjoyed the festive beats of music being played and the encouragement of many 
staff members and parents who cheered them on.  Some parents and staff members even 
jumped in and walked or ran with the students!  This event was a wonderful way to encourage 
healthy habits in exercising and to raise funds towards a PE Pavilion for the students. 
  
Pathways Elementary music teacher, Jane Paulsen, is one of the presenters at a two-day 
workshop for music teachers in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.  She is being sponsored by the 
Manitoba Orff Chapter and the Manitoba Music Educators Association.  Ms. Paulsen will 
present a total of five sessions that include drumming, singing, playing instruments, dance and 
creative movement. 
  
In October, all of the Pathways Elementary students, teachers and staff participated in "Mr. 
Ronca Day."  The celebration was in honor of Mr. Ronca being named Principal of the Year for 
elementary schools in the county.  The entire school surprised Mr. Ronca with a celebration 
under the pavilion.   Each grade level gave Mr. Ronca a special, card, song or poem to let him 
know how proud we are of him and how much we appreciate him at Pathways.  The entire staff 
wore ties to work and many of the students wore paper ties.  Fifth graders wore cut-outs of Mr. 
Ronca's face and the "Pathways Performers" sang two songs to get the celebration started. 
 Assistant principal Mrs. Mallory was master of ceremonies. 
  
Alyssa Gulick in Mr. Coleman's third grade class at Pathways Elementary has read ALL 15 of 
the Elementary School Sunshine State Books and she just completed all 15 of the Middle 
School Sunshine State Books.  Alyssa read all 30 books by reading one a night, coming in the 
next day to take a Reading Counts test and (almost always) getting 10 out of 10 right. 
  
Two teachers at Pierson Elementary recently received special recognition.  Laura Bechard, 
4th/5th grade gifted/step-up teacher, was named Volusia County's PRISM award winner for 
outstanding teaching of science.  She was recognized at a School Board meeting for her 
achievement.  Jose Alfredo Cortés, ESOL teacher, received the Florida Education Association 
Service Award at a luncheon at the FEA conference in Orlando.  Mr. Cortés was also appointed 
by Andy Ford to serve a three-year term on the FEA state-level Human and Civil Rights 
Committee. 
  
Parents, guests, members of V.O.G.U.E. (Very Outstanding Girls Urging Excellence), which is a 
Southwestern Middle After School Club, and the Electralytes of DeLand gathered in the 
school’s media center during their annual PINK DAY. To bring attention to Breast Cancer 
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Awareness month, everyone wore something pink.  Guests were welcomed by Principal Mamie 
Oatis and Brooke Ramsey.   Entertainment was provided by Southwestern’s Voices of 
Inspiration.  Ms. Evon Warren, from the Volusia County Health Department, was the guest 
speaker.  Breast cancer survivors and loved ones were recognized during a candle lighting 
ceremony.  Door prizes were given by the Electralytes. Mrs. Sharon Brown is VOGUE's 
sponsor. 
  
A fund raiser to benefit Southwestern Middle’s Model Airplane Club (Southwestern Airline) will 
be held at the DeLand Naval Training Station Museum Hanger Dance on Friday, November 8.  
A model aircraft will be on display.  Club members and parents will have access to flight 
simulators and have a chance to win a donated ready-to-fly airplane.  Club members are 
welcome to come to the field and see the aircraft between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.  Special thanks to 
the event sponsor Kevin McCorduck, community/business partner, and Andy Bowen, club 
sponsor/volunteer.  Julie Taylor is the club sponsor. 
  
Southwestern Middle AVID students participated in their first field trip of the year to Daytona 
State College, DeLand Campus.  As a part of the Daytona State College Experience Day, AVID 
students learned about college admission requirements, financial aid and more.  AVID students 
also learned about recycling and they had the opportunity to dissect a cat.  
  
Southwestern Middle had an exciting Red Ribbon Week. On the first day students united 
against drugs by wearing red.  The next day students were the “Change They Wished To See” 
by donating loose change to charity.  Students were also a “Force Against Drugs” by signing a 
pledge to be drug free.  Through the P.E. department, students “Walked Against Drugs” to 
promote a healthy lifestyle.  On the last day of Red Ribbon Week students donated a dollar or a 
canned good item for charity and they were allowed to wear a “Spooky Hat” to put the scare on 
drugs.  During this exciting week there was also a door decorating contest (4-H Club won the 
contest) and a Red Ribbon Week Video was produced by V.O.G.U.E., Very Outstanding Girls 
Urging Excellence.  Way to go Tigers! 
  
Outstanding Bobcats is a monthly recognition incentive program implemented by Spruce Creek 
Elementary.  Each teacher submits a student's name and that student is presented with an 
"Outstanding Bobcat" yard sign for the month.  The students place the signs in their yard for the 
community to see their achievements. 
  
Ms. Bowers, a first grade teacher at Spruce Creek Elementary, saw a news spot light about 
how the Halifax Humane Society was having trouble filling their shelves with cat and dog food. 
 Having three cats of her own made her want to do something to help them.  Her class was 
studying baby animals and their moms and dads, as well as the life-long guideline of caring. 
 She thought this was a great way to incorporate a teachable moment of helping our community 
within her classroom curriculum.  Her students were excited and posters were handed out all 
over the school.  Parents and students dropped off food and supplies the week of October 14 - 
18.  Ms. Bowers filled up the back of her SUV with many large bags and cans of cat and dog 
food, cat litter, grooming supplies and a few toys.  Her students got so excited each time 
another delivery came to their classroom.  A local pet supply store even gave a discount to 
parents who mentioned Spruce Creek Elementary and what they were doing to help the 
Humane Society.  When Mrs. Bowers delivered the food, the volunteers and employees were so 
grateful to have such a large donation.  A few students and parents helped unload the donations 
and pile them up for the employees.  It was a great way to show our community how much our 
Spruce Creek Bobcats care.  Ms. Bowers can't wait to do it again with her future class next year! 
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Local pediatric dentist, Dr. McDonnell, visited Spruce Creek Elementary to teach kindergarten 
students the importance of good oral hygiene.  He actively engaged the students with exciting 
magic tricks and asked the students questions about good dental hygiene practices.  Barnes 
and McDonnell Pediatric Dentistry generously donated toothbrushes and toothpaste for each 
student.  Dr. Barnes and Dr. McDonnell are known for their dedication to children and work hard 
to ensure students have the knowledge they need to care for their teeth at an early age.  This 
presentation taught the children the importance of caring for their teeth. 
  
Congratulations to Cadet Kevin Tierney of Spruce Creek High for receiving a four-year Navy 
ROTC scholarship from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University worth $180,000. 
  
The Spruce Creek High JROTC Raider Team took 1st place in two divisions (male and mixed) 
at the annual Raider competition. Teams competed in five events and the Hawk Cadets placed 
1st place in all five events. The Spruce Creek Raider Team will now compete at regionals. 
  
Recently, students at Spruce Creek High were able to experience firsthand the dangers of 
texting and driving.  Students watched a video about texting and driving and heard from Kim 
Bouck, a partner at Rue & Ziffra, who talked about the dangers of doing both.  A simulator allowed 
students to see what happens if they take their eyes off the road to read or send a text 
message.  Hundreds of Spruce Creek students, faculty and staff members signed a pledge to 
not “Text and Drive.”  
  
Congratulations to the Spruce Creek High Marching Band for earning straight superior ratings 
at this year’s Florida Bandmaster’s association music performance assessment.  They 
represented their school and their band with pride, class and dignity.  Their show, “Sounds of 
Jazz”, contained the following pieces:  Summertime, My Funny Valentine and Big Noise from 
Winnetka.  The 225-member band played with a huge sound and exquisite marching technique, 
and were one of the most entertaining bands of the evening.  The color guard added an extra 
layer of visual dance and choreographed excitement.  The ban received numerous compliments 
from both judges and audience members.  Congrats again to the High Steppin’ Hawks - the 
tradition continues! 
  
Sunrise Elementary held their first Parent Information Night recently to inform parents on the 
use of Pinnacle and media resources available. Parents found this to be an enlightening event, 
as Pinnacle is new at the elementary level and many had no idea of the different functions 
available to them. 
  
Once again the students and faculty at Sunrise Elementary are Falling for Fitness as they gear 
up to participate in the NFL's Fuel Up to Play 60.  All students at Sunrise participated in a kick-
off event by running a lap and then playing soccer, Hornet tag, jump rope, 4-square, hula hoops, 
bucking broncos, and tossing and catching.  At the conclusion of the event, the winning classes 
will be presented with a Sunrise Champions Cup. 
  
On October 9, the Timbercrest Elementary Tigers joined thousands of families across the 
country, as they walked to school for International Walk and Bike to School Day.  Local 
participants included, Susan Tuten, principal, Lonnie Tidmarsh, assistant principal, a group of 
Timbercrest teachers and about 40 students/parents.  Timbercrest was also fortunate to be 
joined School Board Chairman Diane Smith and a Sheriff escort. During the trek to school, 
pedestrian safety was discussed and modeled by participants.  
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Tomoka Elementary’s gifted fourth grade class of Ms. Sherwin has several service projects 
this year.  The October project was an in-school literacy activity called “Spooky Story Night.” 
 Fourth graders wrote spooky stories and helped each other edit them.  Select students from the 
classes of Ms. Sherwin, Ms. Fox and Mrs. McAndrew read their stories to 1st and 2nd grade 
students and their parents in a very spooky and packed media center.  Adults and students 
came in costume to enjoy the event.  The students had fun and will remember that reading and 
writing are important life skills for everyone.  Students also enjoyed terrific stories read by staff 
members Mrs. Beverly Horn (“Witch”), Mrs. Bunny Wing (“Gladys Funkhouser”), Ms. Megan 
Martens (“The Old Lady Who Swallowed a Bat”), Ms. Selina Pantely (“Skeleton”), Mr. Jim 
Ravede (“Superman”) and Ms. Monica Sherwin (“Evil Queen”). 
  
Dr. Earl Johnson, principal of T.T. Small Elementary, and Bethune-Cookman University have 
partnered to celebrate the accomplishments of students in grades 3-5 who have made honor roll 
or shown improvement in academics, behavior and attendance.  Yesterday, a special luncheon 
with Dr. Edison Jackson, President of BCU, was held for the students and their parents.   
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/2w.  Enterprise 
Elementary School cuts the ribbon on its new, Nickelodeon-themed playground with the help of 
SpongeBob SquarePants.  
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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