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Be There 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
When making the Thanksgiving dinner, have your child create a new dish  

with his/her selected ingredients. 
  
Midterm Reports and Thanksgiving Holiday 
  
We are already half way through the second grading period.  The midterm period ended 
November 19 and the Thanksgiving holiday begins at the end of day, Tuesday, November 26.  
Classes will resume on Monday, December 2.  District offices and schools will be closed 
November 27 - 29. 
  
Representative DeSantis Visits Atlantic High 
  
US Congressman Ron DeSantis recently visited Atlantic High School to speak with members of the 
Academy of Law and Government, Air Force Junior ROTC cadets and selected other students.  
Congressman DeSantis is the representative from Florida's 6th District, which includes Port 
Orange.  He has been in the news lately for legislation he wrote which would prevent the 
Congress from exempting its members from the provisions of any law they might create.  At the 
student gathering in the theater he answered questions on national policy points of view, how he 
became interested in national service after his military service in the Navy as a JAG and what it 
is like to be a junior member of such an impressive body as the US Congress.  He talked 
individually with students after the session and stayed for photos as well.   
  
High School Showcase Event Scheduled for December 
The 8th Annual High School Showcase Event will be held on Thursday, December 12, at the 
Volusia County Fairground's Tommy Lawrence Arena from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The purpose of 
the High School Showcase Event is for middle school students and their parents to learn about 
the outstanding programs and career academies available to high school students in Volusia 
County Schools.  
  
For the 2014-2015 school year, Volusia County Schools is offering 34 career academies 
integrated into five high schools in west Volusia and five high schools in east Volusia. School 
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representatives and career academy students will be on hand at the High School Showcase 
Event to provide program and career academy information and to answer questions. The District 
Career Academy Application will be available beginning December 12 at the High School 
Showcase Event. Printed District Career Academy Applications will also be available in all 
middle school and high school guidance offices, as well as online after December 12.  For more 
information contact: Dr. Kristin Pierce, 386-734-7190 x20642 or Dr. Amy Hall, 386-734-7190 
x20658.   
  
Judi Winch to Receive School Tennis Volunteer of the Year Award 
  
Judi Winch, principal at Westside Elementary, will receive the School Tennis Volunteer of the 
Year Award when the USTA Florida Section hands out its year-end tennis honors on Dec. 8, at 
the 64th USTA Florida Annual Meeting and Tennis Celebration Weekend.  Mrs. Winch sees 
beyond the walls of Westside Elementary, to the associations, businesses and community 
partners in the Daytona Beach that can help make dreams come true for the children of 
Westside.  The "Westside's Night Alive" after-school program she created promotes a safe and 
nurturing environment for educational activities, physical fitness and the health and nutrition 
programs that are a focus at the school.  This year with the help of various local and national 
partners, 10 and Under Tennis was added to the program mix, converting one of the school’s 
full-size courts to four 36-foot courts to become the first school in Florida with permanent youth 
courts. 
  
Stetson Wins Award for Partnership with VCS  
  
The Florida Campus Compact (FLCC) presented Stetson University the top 2013 Campus-
Community Partnership award for partnership with the Volusia County Schools, at the FLCC 
Annual Awards Gala.   This video, featuring Karen Beattie, professional development 
coordinator with Volusia County Schools, was shown at the awards ceremony, highlighting 
Stetson’s partnership with Volusia County Schools. For 16 years, through Stetson’s Nina B. Hollis 
Institute for Educational Reform, the university’s education department and the Hollis Team 
have helped reform education in K-12 classrooms through the Professional Development 
Schools (PDS).  
  
PDS are schools that work on a deep level with universities in education reform through the 
establishment of common goals, such as implementing critical inquiry between teacher and 
student, providing optimum sites for teacher candidate preparation, offering educator 
professional development, maximizing student outcomes, and much more. 
  
The initiative has created innovative programs such as the Starke Elementary S.T.A.R.S. 
(Students Turning Around and Reaching Success) at-risk intervention program, the Blue Lake 
Elementary DaVinci Club afterschool literacy enhancement program, and the single gender 
option of Woodward Avenue Elementary. The Stetson student-teacher candidates also benefit 
from integrated field experience that is aligned with course work across their education 
program.  The relationship is wholly symbiotic because while Stetson students majoring in 
elementary education participate, they also receive hands-on experience that will prepare them 
for their future careers. 
  
Halifax Art Festival Student Show on Display 
  
The Halifax Art Festival Student Show Extended Display is now open through December 6 at 
the ArtHaus, 3840 Ridgewood Ave., Port Orange.  The show features artworks from Volusia 
County art students, including 21 award winners from the Halifax Art Festival Student Show, as 
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well as over 45 other exceptional artworks selected by ArtHaus.  Congratulations to all students, 
schools and art teachers who participated in the event. 
  
News of Note 

  
The “Sounds of the Atlantic” chorus is proud to announce that after passing a series of rigorous 
tests, two singers have been chosen to represent Atlantic High in the Florida All State Choirs.  
Brittany Dufoe will be participating in the All State Concert Chorus and Charity King will be 
performing with the All State Women’s Chorus.  Congratulations to both young ladies. 
  
Atlantic High’s STAR Club (Students Together for Autism Recognition) is pleased to announce 
that they participated in the Walk Now For Autism Speaks event in Port Orange on Nov. 16, and 
the team raised $4,839 for the Autism Speaks organization.  A huge thank you to Miss Iris and 
Miss Elaine, friends of the club, for raising the majority of the funds. 
  
Excited, surprised and happy are just some of the emotions Champion Elementary fourth 
graders felt when they met Sports Illustrated Kids (SIK) Writer, Christina Tapper.  Ms. Tapper 
visited Champion Elementary yesterday and taught 85 fourth graders different ways to improve 
their writing.  She shared four articles that she wrote for SIK and discussed different techniques 
she incorporated into her stories.  Students learned about leads (the first sentence) and kickers 
(the last sentence) along with using colorful language and five senses to make their writing 
interesting.  Ms. Tapper also encouraged students to read books and write often to improve 
their writing skills.  Afterward, five students interviewed Ms. Tapper for the morning news 
segment which was shared with the school community.  Ms. Tapper visit was arranged by fourth 
grade teacher, Kathy Roam.  Mrs. Roam wrote a FUTURES grant which involved writing, and 
Ms. Tapper agreed to mentor the students through e-mail.  Ms. Tapper, who resides in New 
York City, was in Orlando working on an assignment for SIK and was able to spend an extra 
day in Florida to visit the school, which was an unexpected surprise for everyone. 
  
On the evening of November 8, DeBary Elementary's fantastic PTA held its annual Fall Hoe 
Down fundraiser. There was a DJ, a bounce house, face painting, food and drinks, and tons of 
games for hundreds of students and their families to enjoy. Thank you to DJ Vince for putting on 
a great show and to the PTA for the time and effort to make this a great event. 
  
DeBary Elementary is proud to share the wonderful charitable events students are participating 
in this year.  First students raised $1,638 for Pasta for Pennies.  The money raised goes toward 
blood cancer research and providing education and support for young patients afflicted with 
cancer.  Students are also collecting plastic bottle caps that will help a little girl in the community 
who has extensive medical expenses. The caps will be given to the family so they can "cash 
them in" for money to help pay for expenses. This is a collection was started at Discovery 
Elementary, and DeBary Elementary is adding to their cap collection to help support the family. 
DeBary Elementary students are also collecting pop tops from aluminum cans to help support 
the Ronald McDonald House. This charity provides rooms for parents while their children are in 
the hospital so they can remain close. And finally, students and staff are participating in a food 
drive to create baskets for families in need in the DeBary community.  Mrs. Hazelton, guidance 
counselor, will create the baskets and distribute them to families in need for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. She is also pairing with several local businesses and churches to complete the 
baskets and also to provide support to the families in need. Thanks to the DeBary family for 
stepping up to help those in need. 
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The DeLand High Communications Academy proudly hosted the C-SPAN Interactive Bus 
this week.  The C-SPAN Interactive Bus is equipped with multi-media and guided presentations 
regarding programming and resources offered by the C-SPAN Network.  Students from the 
Communications Academy learned about C-SPAN’s commitment to public affairs programming 
as well as getting a glimpse of their technologies, educational resources and student contests.  
DeLand High is only one of fewer than a dozen schools in Florida chosen for a visit by the 
Interactive Bus. 
  
The Deltona High campus beautification (Phase 1) took place last week.  The focus of the day 
centered on the grounds, primarily raking leaves and picking up trash.  Most clubs and athletic 
teams participated in the effort and students earned volunteer hours. It is the schools hope that 
the teams/clubs will continue to maintain their area throughout the year.  “Adopted by” signs will 
be placed in the various locations around campus indicating the group that has taken 
responsibility for its upkeep.  Principal Susan Freeman stated, “This is ‘OUR’ school…let’s make it 
a beautiful place to be!”  Approximately 65 students and 30 staff members participated.  This was 
Deltona High School third campus beautification with a goal to have many more. 
  
A new tradition has started at Deltona High to recognize student excellence. With the support 
of PTSA, four students will be recognized monthly in each category.  Requirements for 
nominees: 1) Wolf of the Month: Seniors Only - No attendance or disciplinary issues. Those 
students that are an all-around role model to others by their actions, grades, community service 
and general outlook; 2) Athlete of the Month:  Any grade - No attendance or disciplinary issues.  
Must be in a current “in season” sport; 3) Scholar of the month:  Any grade - No attendance or 
disciplinary issues.  Must have GPA of 3.5 or higher, no attendance or disciplinary issues; and 
4) Citizen of the Month: Any grade - No attendance or disciplinary issue and displays kindness 
and helpfulness to their peers.  Mostly portrays a positive attitude for school, life and others.  
Teachers will have the opportunity to nominate outstanding students and later vote on the 
nominees.  In addition to Pizza with the Principal, winners will have their pictures displayed in 
the cafeteria and on the school website.  The winners for November are: Alex Zimmerman, Wolf 
of the Month; Ian Prado, Athlete; Barbara Sanchez, Scholar; and Dashley Venezario, Citizen. 
  
November 14 was STEM Day at Deltona Middle lead by STEM Committee Chair Ms. Jaclyn 
Myers. STEM is a culmination of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. The day 
featured a collection of district personnel, experts, business partners and teachers.  Students 
engaged in interactive stations that brought together STEM concepts.   Students actively 
participated in learning how things worked and created lasting memories.  
  
Ms. Jama Boden has done it again!  Edgewater Public’s booth was on display at the Volusia 
County Fair and included a variety of art forms including canned food, decorated eggs, paper 
mache and music created to resemble Native Americans.  Florida facts were read by students 
as well.  Many parent volunteers were essential in creating this magnificent display. 
  
Rescue 911 was the theme of the Edgewater Public’s first Math Homework First Aid Night.  The 
night began with an activity called the spaghetti challenge that required parents and students of all 
ages to work collaboratively to build the tallest spaghetti tower.  The next rotation involved 
parents learning strategies to help their child with homework and ways to reinforce skills in a fun 
format.  Parents and students alike raved about the exciting new activities. 
  
Jacob B., a third grade student at Edgewater Public, won one of three premiere awards given at 
the Halifax Art Show in Daytona Beach the first weekend of November.  Jacob was awarded a 
$280 cash prize and the honor of being chosen from 1200 paintings.  His painting will be on 

http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Deland%20High/c-span.jpg�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Deltona%20High%20School/Clean%20up.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Clean%20up%202.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Deltona%20High%20School/Clean%20up%204.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Deltona%20High%20School/Clean%20up%203.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Edgewater%20Public/EPS%20Volusia%20County%20Fair%20Booth.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Edgewater%20Public/EPS%20Volusia%20County%20Fair%20Booth%202.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Edgewater%20Public/Math%20Homework%20Night%205.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Edgewater%20Public/Math%20Homeowrk%20Night%202.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Edgewater%20Public/Math%20Homework%20Night%201.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Edgewater%20Public/Halifax%20Art%20Show%20Jacob%20Beach.jpg�


display at the Museum of Arts and Sciences in Daytona for one week and then will be on display 
for a month at the ArtHaus in Port Orange.  Great job Jacob! 
  
Kelly Hickox, school guidance counselor at Freedom Elementary, organized a week of special 
activities in honor of Red Ribbon Week.  Freedom students, faculty and staff took part in daily 
spirit events including skits, bookmark drawings for prizes, classroom door decorating, wearing 
theme apparel and so much more to encourage and teach, “Say No To Drugs!” 
  
Tony Mainolfi, chief meteorologist for Channel 2, visited Edgewater Public’s 2nd graders this 
week and had a great session regarding weather. Students were thrilled to have a celebrity 
explaining how meteorology works.  The school sent him home with an Edgewater Public t-shirt 
and three little school shirts for Martha Sugalski’s triplets.  
  
The Heritage Middle FFA raised money and donations of $2500 and were able to donate a 
ballistic vest to the Edgewater Police Department K-9, "Karma."  Thank you to  Diamondback 
Tactical from North Carolina. 
  
Indian River Elementary was all abuzz during Red Ribbon Week, Oct. 23-31.  This year’s 
theme "A Healthy Me is Drug Free" was posted on the fence in front of the school put together 
with red Solo cups designed by Christine's Turnbow's fifth grade class. In addition the advisors 
of FFEA, Mrs. Theresa Cameron and Ms. Wendy Wilson, both third grade teachers, held a door 
decorating contest and had 100 percent participation.  Students took a lot of pride in the competition 
and the doors showed a lot of creativity.  Counselor, Mr. Pete Maman, coordinator of Red Ribbon 
Week, along with Mrs. Cameron and Mrs. Wilson were very pleased with the awareness the 
children showed about the drug problems of today.  It is estimated that 42 percent of families 
that discuss drugs with their children regularly are less likely to have problems with them 
experimenting in the future. 
  
Rue and Ziffra Law Firm sponsored a texting simulator event for New Smyrna Beach High 
recently.  The students were given the opportunity to sit in a vehicle and text with a simulator 
running to show how dangerous texting and driving at the same time can be.  The students 
were very engaged and asked many questions.  The school is hoping to hold another event in 
the spring. 
  
New Smyrna Beach High School received a $2,000 grant from National FFA Organization's 
Living to Serve: Environmental Grant Program.  The chapter has developed a year-long service-
learning project to meet local environmental needs.  The Living to Serve: Environmental Grants 
are provided through funding from corporate sponsors CSX and the Donaldson Foundation as a 
special project of the National FFA Foundation.  The New Smyrna Beach High FFA project 
includes plans to rear horseshoe crabs for conservation and educational purposes.  Horseshoe 
crabs are a keystone species that play a critical role in aquatic (and terrestrial) ecosystems. 
 Their declining populations have impacted both aquatic organisms and shorebird populations 
that rely on the horseshoe crabs as a dietary staple.  FFA students will rear this species for 
study and for release back into the population.  The community is welcome to view the project in 
the high school’s Aquaculture Lab and at the Marine Discovery Center.  FFA students will 
provide an educational overview of the project including horseshoe crab natural history, 
population management and husbandry techniques.  For more information or for viewing 
arrangements, contact Debra Marsicano at dmarsica@volusia.k12.fl.us.  The project illustrates the 
final line of the FFA motto, which is Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to 
Serve, by encouraging FFA members to unite in service within their communities.  The Living to 
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Serve: Environmental Grants take community service one step further to service-learning, which 
provides a meaningful way to apply leadership and education skills learned in school and FFA. 
  
New Smyrna Beach Middle’s Student Government Association hosted a teacher talent show 
to raise money for student scholarships for grade level field trips to places like Tallahassee and 
Washington, D.C. Teachers volunteered their time to perform for students with student X Factor 
style judges on hand to evaluate teacher performances.  
  
The Student Government Association at New Smyrna Middle hosted fun lunchtime activities to 
support the annual Red Ribbon Week Events with the theme "a Healthy Me Is Drug Free."  In 
addition to the dress up days, face painting and drug free pledges the school usually hosts, 
competitions were held during grade level lunches.  Students competed in "Don't Let Drugs 
Throw You For a Loop," hula hoop contests, "Push Drugs Out of Your Life," push-up contests, 
and "Stand Up To Drugs," balancing contests to win Red Ribbon Week bracelets.  The week 
ended with a Red Ribbon Run field day event co-sponsored by SGA and the PE department, 
chaired by Stephanie Morang and John Lengyel. 
  
Crystal Crawford, third grade teacher at Orange City Elementary, recently hosted the Roots 
Project Pitch-in Dinner for her students and their families in the school’s media center.  There 
were approximately 60 people in attendance.  Mrs. Crawford began the evening with a "Stand 
up, hand up, pair up" Kagan activity for both the adults and children in attendance.  Students 
had interviewed family members (grandparents, great-grandparents, etc.) in advance to share 
details about how their lives were different or why they came to the United States.  Children also 
brought in food or artifacts that were representative of their heritage.  The students shared their 
written stories and artifacts while everyone had dinner.  Prizes were also awarded to those in 
attendance throughout the evening. 
  
Osceola Elementary is exploding with innovative ideas to get the entire school focused on 
writing.  On October 31, the first grade team: Kim Fischer, Meredith Gilbert, Melissa Heller, 
Kathy Szlosek and Lynn Evans displayed a gallery walk along the wall of the first grade wing. 
 This display highlighted work samples of the first grade students from the planning stage 
through to the publishing stage in a creative way centralizing around bats and spiders.  At the 
beginning of November, Ann Greene, academic coach, facilitated the first Osceola Writes activity 
with the entire fourth grade.  This activity focused on potato chip openers where Mrs. Greene 
connected the idea of not being able to eat just one potato chip to the way an effective grabber 
will keep your reader wanting more.  Osceola 4th graders will be participating in an Osceola 
Writes activity weekly to focus on improving their writing skills. 
  
Storybook characters came to life on October 31 at Osteen Elementary’s 19th annual 
Storybook Festival. Students and teachers dressed as their favorite literature heroes and heroines 
then held an early-morning parade for family and friends.  Students and teachers look forward to 
this annual event and put a great deal of time and effort into their costumes.  Principal Jim 
Bambrick joined in the fun dressed as the Cat in the Hat, along with PTA members dressed as 
Thing 1, Thing 2 and Thing 5.  Students enjoy having the opportunity to dress as their favorite 
character and the event encourages a life-long love of reading! 
  
This week, Osteen Elementary hosted their annual Family Math Game Night.  The evening 
included math game stations for primary and intermediate students.  Games focused on 
fractions, decimals, money, measurement and patterns.  Teachers assisted with the running of 
the stations and families had an enjoyable evening playing and learning math games together.  
Many prizes were given out at the end of the evening and students took home copies of each 
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game to play at home.  This annual event encourages family involvement in the learning and 
practicing of math skills in a fun and creative way. 
  
Amanda Wiles, principal intern at River Springs Middle, is trying something new to help to 
increase test scores and promote academic success for their students with disabilities.  ESE 
case managers are meeting with their students twice every nine weeks and conducting data 
chats.  During these chats the teacher and student discuss the student’s academic performance 
and set attainable goals for the school year.  Students have been given a data chat notebook 
which they use to record their FCAT and FAIR scores, along with district and classroom 
assessments.  Case managers have already reported that they are seeing these chats have an 
impact on student engagement and student interest in self-assessment.  Students are eager to 
report their test scores and to work with their case managers on ways to improve their 
performance on upcoming assessments and high stakes tests.  Students receive incentives for 
keeping their notebooks with them during the school day.  Ms. Wiles and the ESE teachers at 
River Springs are confident that these chats will help students take ownership of their academic 
success and that positive results will be evident in the classroom as well as on the FCAT.  
  
Teachers along with principal, Rose Roland, were on stage showing everyone how to "Cut 
Loose, Footloose" as part of Silver Sands Middle’s annual Dinner Theatre.  This year's theme 
was 80's Celebration as the school celebrates its 30th year.  Students performed while the 
guests dined on Italian food from Manny's and dessert from Silver Sands culinary arts classes 
led by Jeffrey Turek.  There were also performances by the Lady Warriors dance team, 
sponsored by Beth Mott; Jazz Band, sponsored by Mike Williams; and Show Choir, sponsored 
by Tosha Williams.  The finale was exceptional as the song Footloose played with teachers and 
the principal dancing away on the front of the stage so that everyone could see their “rad” 
moves. 
  
On November 8, Southwestern Middle proudly presented “Honoring ALL Who Served”…A 
Veteran’s Day Celebration in the media center.  The celebration began with a word of welcome by 
Principal Mamie Oatis then breakfast and a time of fellowship.  After standing for the Pledge of 
Allegiance and a reading of a Veteran’s Day Proclamation by members of V.O.G.U.E. (Very 
Outstanding Girls Urging Excellence), several essays were read about “What Patriotism Means 
to Me.”  Mr. Charles Bynum then read the Call to Honor….a Salute to Our Heroes.  A special 
recognition was presented by Ms. Oatis to Mr. Al Gaines who is a veteran and community 
leader in DeLand.  The ceremony concluded with closing remarks from Ms. Oatis and many 
expressions of thanks from our veterans. 
  
Former WWE and WCW Wrestling Champion, Marc Mero, “Champion of Choices” program was 
held at Spirit Elementary recently.  Marc’s assembly was very moving and took students on a 
roller coaster ride of his good and bad choices in his journey of life.  He has as an extraordinary 
ability to connect with young people sharing his personal story of overcoming mistakes 
throughout his life to become successful.  Marc shared his idea of how “Your friends are like 
elevators; they either take you up, or they take you down.”  Marc’s goal is to change students’ 
thinking of how they perceive themselves and others. Students thought his program was 
inspiring, entertaining, humorous and moving. 
  
Kindergarteners at Spirit Elementary celebrated Johnny Appleseed’s birthday with Apple Day.  
Students and parents made crafts, played games and enjoyed eating apples throughout the day. 
  
The Florida Department of Health Dental came to Spirit Elementary and provided dental check-
ups for over 200 children.  Students that needed sealants received them and parents were 
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notified of any other diagnosis that needed further evaluation.   Thank you to all the hygienists 
and Dr. Allen for coming to the school and treating so many.  Spirit truly is the place where every 
student shines…especially their teeth! 
  
Spruce Creek Elementary recently hosted "It's Book Time With Ronald McDonald”, which 
inspired students in grades pre-K through 2 to read.  The show taught the concept of "book 
time" - the time we set aside to read.  In the show, Ronald McDonald and his friend "Stoogie," a 
sock-puppet bookworm, shared their excitement for reading.  The show also reinforced 
appropriate library use and proper care of books.  The students at Spruce Creek Elementary 
were thrilled to hear Ronald McDonald deliver his powerful message, "Reading is fun and book 
time is an important part of the day!" 
  
Spruce Creek High held its annual Veteran’s Day Ceremony to pay tribute to the more than 
250,000 American service members who died in battle, the 1.4 million who were wounded and 
the 25 million veterans still alive today. The ceremony was coordinated by Spruce Creek’s 
JROTC under the direct supervision of Major Mario Ochoa and Sergeant Major Larry Kennedy. 
The program included presentations by Spruce Creek High School’s chorus, band, drama and 
dance departments. There were approximately 650 students in the auditorium watching the 
program live as the remaining students watched via Safari Montage in their classes.  There was 
also a special tribute to Spruce Creek’s veterans: Michael Ernst (USAF), Johnny Goodrich 
(USA), Terry Hallock (USA), Larry Kennedy (USA), Dirk Kuiper (USN), Danyalle Miles (USAF), 
Gary Nelson (USAF), Glen Norman (USAF), Mario Ochoa (USA), Lori Sullivan (USA), Doug 
Swayze (ANG) and Don Spence (USCG). 
  
Kindergarten students at Sugar Mill Elementary participated in the Kindergarten Nursery Rhyme 
Dress Up Day in October.  They learned five classic nursery rhymes that they recited and sang 
during a presentation for parents.  Dressed as a character from Humpty Dumpty, Jack and Jill, 
Little Miss Muffet, Lil' Bo Peep or Hickory, Dickory, Dock each student joined their group on 
stage for this 5th annual event. 
  
Recently, Timbercrest Elementary’s 4th and 5th grade music club performed for family and 
peers.  Music club members have been meeting for an hour after school every Friday with the 
help of Linda Zaudtke, music teacher, Heather de Rose, 2nd grade teacher, and Laurie Hess, 
2nd grade teacher.  In addition to learning how to sing, students learned about stage presence, 
performance readiness, voice control and self control.  The students opened their We Honor Our 
Veterans Show with the National Anthem Star Spangled Banner by Frances Scott Key singing 
and signing this well-known patriotic tune.  Once the audience was seated, the music club held 
the rhythm with We Salute You by Cristi Cary Miller and choreographed by Heather de Rose. 
 To show respect for our country’s fallen soldiers, two recorder members played Taps by 
General Butterfield.  This was followed with 30 seconds of silence in remembrance of our lost 
soldiers.  The audience really got into the music club’s Tribute to the Armed Forces arranged by 
Lloyd Larson.  This upbeat piece begins with the Army Song and followed by The Marines’ 
Hymn.  Then comes the Coast Guard, Navy, and Air Force tying it all together with O Beautiful. 
 To conclude the Veterans’ Day performance, the music club invited all of 4th and 5th grade 
audience members to join in with one of the school’s favorite patriotic song, One Nation by 
Teresa Jennings.  This song is sung with hand gestures that older Timbercrest students know 
well.  What an awesome sight to see a stage and audience full of children singing and doing 
hand gestures together as one. 
  
Ronald McDonald visited Timbercrest Elementary to put on a fun-filled show for students in 
grades K-3 called “It’s Book Time with Ronald McDonald.”  Ronald encouraged students to 
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follow directions, to read every day because “Readers are Leaders” and to prevent bullying by 
being a “School of Super Heroes” against bullying.  This exciting and educational half-hour 
show kept the students engaged through music and song, audience participation, magic and 
special effects.  Thank you, Ronald! 
  
On November 5, Westside Elementary had the pleasure of welcoming author Janeen Mason. 
The school was given this opportunity by Ms. Dianiki Lourore, a Bethune Cookman University 
(BCU) student who interned at Westside Elementary and won a special guest visit from the 
nationally award winning children's author/illustrator and speaker. Ms Lourore chose to share 
this special gift with Westside because of the school’s relationship with BCU as a Professional 
Development School.  The presentation was based on Janeen Mason's book “Ocean 
Commotion: Caught in the Currents.” The presentation incorporated art, geography, storytelling, 
math and conversation. In addition, she used readers' theater and a giant map to track the 
journey of the rubber ducks. Science, social studies and conservationism was also implemented 
within the presentation. She offered three presentations which were attended by first, second 
and third graders as well as a large cadre from BCU made up of students, instructors and 
deans. 
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad: Don’t Text and Drive Event.   
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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