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Just the Facts: 
Setting the Record Straight on the Grade 10 World History Textbook 

  
At what grade levels is world history taught? 
The School District of Volusia County teaches world history at grades 6 and 10.  The teaching 
about religions in world history classes is taught during the time period in history they originated 
and were rising.  
  
What religions are referenced in grades 6 and 10? 
In grade 6, the time period that is covered begins with ancient history from 1.8 million B.C. 
through the fall of the Roman Empire in 476 A.D.  The textbook for grade 6 world history is 
History Alive! The Ancient World, from the Teacher’s Curriculum Institute.  The textbook has two 
separate chapters on Judaism, one chapter on Hinduism, one chapter on Buddhism and two 
chapters on Christianity.  
  
The teaching of world history in Volusia County Schools continues at grade 10 with a review of 
what was taught in grade 6 and then begins more in depth starting with the time period of the 
Middle Ages in 500 B.C. and progressing through history until the present day.  The textbook for 
grade 10 is World History from Prentice Hall.  Christianity is referred to multiple times 
throughout the textbook found in sections of three chapters and referenced in seven other 
chapters.  There is a separate chapter on Muslim Civilizations that addresses the rise of Islam.  
The textbook also references ten of the world’s major religions and provides a summary of their 
key beliefs, including Christianity.  Reference to the role of these religions in human history is 
referenced throughout the textbook. 
  
How were the world history textbooks for grade 6 and grade 10 selected? 
The textbooks were selected for use in the 2013-2014 school year in accordance with state and 
district guidelines and involvement of a committee of social studies teachers. 
  
Does the textbook provide religious instruction or “indoctrination” on any faith? 
No.  The United States Supreme Court has clearly held that reference to religion in public 
school courses is constitutionally permissible for information rather than indoctrination 
purposes.  For example, the study of world history is incomplete without reference to the role of 
religion in human development. 
  
May school districts omit all references to the role of religion in grade 10 world history 
courses? 
No.  All school districts must comply with state curriculum standards known as the Next 
Generation Sunshine State Standards for all required history courses. The Next Generation 
State Sunshine Standards are not new.  Florida has not adopted the Common Core Curriculum 



Standards for any history course, including world history.  There are over 100 Next Generation 
Sunshine State Sunshine Standards for the subject of world history and 20 of them mandate 
reference to both Christianity and Islam.  These standards are balanced and do not advocate 
either faith, but are limited to the teaching of world history. 
  
Is Islam provided preferential treatment in the textbook over other religions? 
No.  The textbook contains 34 chapters. Christianity is referenced in seven of these chapters.  A 
chapter on Muslim civilizations in the years 622 – 1629 A.D describing the Indian, Ottoman and 
Safavid Empires provides information on the role of Islam.  The role of Christianity in referenced 
in chapters covering the Greek and Roman empires, Medieval and Middle Ages Europe, the 
Crusades, Byzantine empire, Russia, Eastern Europe, Africa, Renaissance, Protestant 
Reformation and the Scientific Revolution. Other references to the role of world religions are 
found throughout the textbook in their historical context.  
  
Are concerns about the textbook warranted? 
No.  Statements that the textbook indoctrinates students into any faith are simply not true and 
not based on the actual content of the textbook. 
  
Can I read the textbook? 
The first priority of the district is to ensure that each student is given access to their required 
textbooks.  These textbooks are expensive and the district does not maintain a significant 
surplus inventory of books.  However, arrangements to inspect the textbook at a school district 
site can be arranged upon request.  Because the textbook is subject to federal copyright 
protections, the district is unable to post the textbook online or make copies of it.  

  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 
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