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Be There 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Celebrate Father’s Day by connecting with your child during your daily routines. 

                                                                       
Half-Cent Sales Tax Extension – VOTE August 26 
  
Why extend the half-cent sales tax? 
•         Every school and every student will benefit (for complete list, see the Capital Projects List): 

o    Security enhancement at all school and on buses 
o    Technology retrofits and upgrades at all schools 
o    Career & Technology Education updgrades at all middle and high schools 
o    Science classroom remodeling at all middle schools 
o    Five new/replacement schools: Pierson/Seville Elementary, Chisholm Elementary, 

Deltona Middle, George Marks Elementary and Tomoka Elementary 
o    Track resurfacing/replacement and athletic fields at all high schools 
o    Major renovations at elementary schools: Enterprise, McInnis, Orange City, Ortona, 

Osceola, Read-Pattillo, Starke and Woodward Avenue 
o    Major renovations at middle schools: New Smyrna and Silver Sands 
o    Major renovations at high schools: Atlantic, Deltona, Pine Ridge, Seabreeze and 

Spruce Creek 
•         Tourists will pay 30-40% of tax revenue (entire amount will not be paid by residents). 
•         Taxpayers will continue to pay the same half-cent sales tax; it is not new nor an increase. 
•         This half-cent extension will be used for security, technology and facility issues – all 

necessary to ensure our students’ success by providing a safe and secure learning 
environment with 21st century tools.  

•         A quality educational system is of major importance to businesses and economic 
development in Volusia County.  

•         The school district has kept its promise on the use of the 2001 voter approved half-cent 
sales tax by completing the majority of identified school construction and renovation 
projects.  

http://myvolusiaschools.org/half-cent/Documents/ExhibitAprojectlist.pdf�


  
To register to vote or request an absentee ballot, go to www.VolusiaElections.org. 
  
DID YOU KNOW… 
•         The half-cent voter approved sales tax can only be used for capital (facilities, technology), 

not general operating expenses (salaries, books).  
•         As with the 2001 half-cent sales tax, a citizens’ project oversight committee will be 

established to monitor the school district’s work.  
•         The extension will raise an estimated $480 million. 
•         If approved, this extension will go into effect on January 1, 2017 for a 15-year term.  

  
Report Cards 
  
The last day of school for student and teachers was last week.  Report cards will be available on 
the ParentPortal Monday, June 16, and begin being distributed Thursday, June 19. 
  
Schools and District Offices Closed Fridays 
  
Schools and district offices will be closed Friday, June 13, as part of the district’s energy cost-
savings initiative.  Schools and district offices will also be closed on June 20, June 27, July 4, 
July 11, July 18, July, 25 August 1 and August 8. 
  
Liberian President Visits DeLand High 
  
Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf spoke to about 300 students at DeLand High School on 
May 30 as a special graduation present to her grandson, Jamell Sirleaf.  Students in the AVID 
and International Baccalaureate programs had the opportunity to hear firsthand from the 24th 
President of Liberia and the first elected female head of state in Africa.  At the conclusion of 
President Sirleaf’s remarks, several students had the chance to ask questions. 
  
President Sirleaf, who began her first term as president in 2006 and was re-elected in 2011, 
was awarded the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize, jointly with Leymah Gbowee of Liberia and Tawakel 
Karman of Yemen.  The women were recognized "for their non-violent struggle for the safety of 
women and for women’s rights to full participation in peace-building work.” 
  
Horizon Elementary Principal Named VAME Principal of the Year 
  
The Volusia Association for Media in Education named Horizon Elementary’s principal, Gary 
Harms, its Principal of the Year.  Media Supervisor Mary Ellis presented the award to Mr. Harms 
at the staff's end-of-the-year breakfast.  She read from the nomination: "Mr. Harms has a 
genuine understanding of the challenges of media specialists.  He supports my efforts and 
believes strongly in the value of media in education."  This annual award recognizes a principal 
for his or her support of media education in their school, community and/or district.  Mr. Harms 
was presented a plaque and a copy of "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory" by Roald Dahl, a 
book that he enjoyed reading to his students as a classroom teacher.  The book will be placed 
in the Horizon media collection. 
                                                                    
Teacher Leaders Gather for Professional Development 
  
Tomorrow, June 13, approximately 400 teacher leaders representing all Volusia County Schools 
will come together as part of a national movement to elevate and celebrate teachers and 
teaching. Started by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Volusia will become one of a dozen 
districts in Florida participating in this unique opportunity for teachers. 

http://www.volusiaelections.org/�
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Teacher leaders were selected by principals based on their expertise and passion for teaching 
students. The planning committee for the event was led by teacher leaders who participated in 
the 2013 Florida ECET2 event in St. Petersburg. Working as a team, they surveyed participants 
and designed an event focused on increasing teachers' capacity to be leaders both within their 
schools and beyond. 
  
Hurricane Season Is Here 
  
Hurricane season started June 1 and will continue through November 30.  Disaster prevention 
includes modifying your home to strengthen it against storms so that you can be as safe as 
possible. It also includes having the supplies on hand to weather the storm.  Visit the National 
Hurricane Center’s website for more information. 

• Be Informed – What to do before, during and after an emergency. 
• Make A Plan – Prepare, plan and stay informed for emergencies. Download the Family 

Emergency Plan, discuss the information with your family and practice it at least twice a 
year. 

• Build A Kit – Build a kit for disasters to be prepared.  A disaster supply kit is simply a 
collection of basic items your household may need in an emergency 

  
News of Note 

  
Edgewater Public held its 15th Annual Talent Show where students demonstrated various 
abilities including singing, playing instruments, tumbling and dancing.  It was an all star night for 
students to shine!  Mrs. Heather Wilson directed and Ms. Reid assisted. 
  
Edgewater Public had its first Special Olympics, Young Athletes Celebration on May 29.  The 
program is 8-weeks long where special need students are partnered with general education 
students to work on foundational skills.  The event culminated with a celebration that highlighted 
the different activities and students were able to demonstrate for their families and guests.  Some 
skills were kicking, striking and an obstacle course.  Each student received an award for their 
participation.  Students will be able to participate in the regular Special Olympics when they turn 
eight years old.  Mrs. Carol Casey organized the event for the school. 
  
Horizon Elementary's School Way Cafe, led by manager Debra Cox, treated the Horizon staff 
and students royally all year long.  Mrs. Cox and her team decorate the Cafe regularly with 
spectacular holiday and seasonal displays.  They also treated the staff to elaborate homemade 
buffets and goodies at holiday times.  An old-fashioned lemonade stand was set up for Horizon 
faculty and volunteers during its recent Field Day, a welcome respite from the heat!   
  
Author Chris Rumble (www.chrisrumble.com) recently visited Orange City Elementary.  He 
presented his Reading Pep Rally program to K-3 students during the school day and presented 
his Fun Family Reading Night during an evening event.  Mr. Rumble inspired kids to read by 
sharing stories from his youth through his journey to becoming a published author and 
illustrator. He also introduced several of the characters in his books, including Uncle Stinky.  His 
interactive program included singing and dancing, and one student from each group received a 
personalized illustration. 
  
Dr. Speidel, principal, and Ronald McDonald had each other's back in stressing the importance 
of reading during a surprise visit for Ortona Elementary students.  The students were thrilled as 
they participated with Ronald in learning why reading is so important, where reading can take 
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you and how everyday people are superheroes.  Ronald even revealed to the students that the 
secret school for superheroes is Ortona Elementary! 
  
One of the benefits of having sister schools, Ortona Elementary and Osceola Elementary, is 
the ability for joint collaboration in planning events.  Ortona and Osceola elementaries have 
been on a roll with community involvement events.  Both schools hosted a Publix Math Night, a 
Parent Input Night, a VIP Appreciation Breakfast and a presentation from the American 
Beekeeping Federation. 

• At Publix Math Night students and parents participated in solving real life math problems 
pertaining to items found in the grocery store.  Ortona Elementary collaborated with the 
Publix located at 2595 N. Atlantic Avenue in Daytona Beach and Osceola Elementary 
collaborated with the Publix located at 1258 Ocean Shore Boulevard in Ormond Beach 
to facilitate this event.  This was a wonderful way to work with local businesses to extend 
the educational learning for students. 

• At the Parent Input Night for each school, teachers facilitated three stations for 
discussion: attendance and tardiness, dress code and gum chewing, and safety and 
security.  Parents rotated between these centers and were given an opportunity to 
provide input to be considered by the faculty and administration.  All parental input was 
recorded and will be considered while planning for the 2014-2015 school year. 

• Our Volunteers in Public Education are a vital part of the school’s heartbeat.  To show 
appreciation, each school hosted a breakfast where the volunteers were recognized for their 
time and effort.  Many awards were distributed and mounds of gratitude were expressed. 
 One volunteer at Ortona Elementary, affectionately referred to as Grandma Tally, has 
been volunteering at Ortona Elementary since 1955! 

• On June 3, all students at both schools participated in a presentation from American 
Honey Queen Susannah Austin from the American Beekeeping Federation.  This 
presentation enriched the science curriculum of insects and interdependence.  Queen 
Susannah helped the students understand why although bees may be scary due to their 
sting; they are a vital part of our ecosystem.  The American Honeybee Federation 
headquarters is in Atlanta, Georgia, and they present nationwide. 

  
The Osceola Elementary PTA hosted an out-of-the-box fundraiser on May 30.  A ballot was 
created from names of faculty members that agreed to be made into a human sundae.  Students 
were given an opportunity to purchase voting slips for 25¢ a slip.  They could purchase as many 
voting slips as they wanted and could vote for the faculty members they wanted to see made 
into a human sundae.  The word on the street is that certain faculty members spent big bucks to 
vote for their colleague!  The top six individuals receiving the most votes got the honor of being 
made into a sundae.  Each grade level provided a different item for the human sundaes and all 
students were able to participate in applying the toppings on the human volunteers: Mr. Adkins, 
Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Heller, Mr. Bishop, Mrs. Treur and Mrs. Interdonato. 
  
Osceola Elementary spotlighted budding young authors from each grade level.  The celebration 
had a farm yard theme and included singing, reading of stories written by the students and juice 
and cookies.  The students truly enjoyed presenting their writing skills to their parents and the 
parents expressed appreciation for the efforts of the Osceola Writing Correlate for planning and 
facilitating this event.  
  
Mrs. Jessup's graphic arts class at Spruce Creek High and Jennifer Ness's Blended Pre-K 
class at Spruce Creek Elementary came together to provide a Literacy Links experience on 
May 27.  Every January the students meet to discuss interests, hobbies, favorite colors and 
stories.  The high school students created books, which they wrote based on the Pre-K students 
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response to students' questions.  When the books were finished, the high school students 
presented and read them to the Pre-K students.  This event encouraged young readers to 
engage more in the reading process through special books made just for them.  This event has 
been a yearly event for the past several years. 
  
Coach Schumann hosted Sugar Mill Elementary's first bike rodeo on May 30.  The students in 
his classes have been learning about bike safety through a new county program that helped 
provide bicycles and helmets.  The day of the bike rodeo, there were over 250 student bikes 
and non-motorized scooters; students were also encouraged to bring bike helmets from home. 
 Classes went out during special area times to ride bikes on four different courses: the field for 
mountain biking, a lap course, a slow race and a simulated traffic area  with road signs and 
turns.  It was a great day and the school looks forward to it being an annual event. 
  
The EDEP program at Sugar Mill Elementary collected supplies and donations for Pawsibilities 
Rescue Group, an animal rescue group operating only on donations and volunteers.  The 
students made posters and it was promoted through the morning news broadcast.  Enough 
donations of cleaning supplies, newspapers, pet food, treats, toys, collar and leashes were 
collected to fill over three shopping carts along with over $300 to support the efforts of this 
rescue group. 
  
Timbercrest Elementary’s fifth grade presented their talent show to the entire school during 
four performances.  Fifth graders ran the show!  Four student hosts kept their audiences 
enthralled with jokes, costumes and enthusiastic introductions.  Fifth graders solved backstage 
and sound issues. In 22 acts, fifth graders sang beautifully, danced joyfully and made magic. 
 The audience loved when all the performers jumped on stage to “What Does the Fox Say” and 
when the school’s beloved administrators jumped up on stage and joined in on the all-cast 
“Happy” finale! 
  
Timbercrest Elementary third graders completed an economics unit in social studies and an 
animal classification and interdependence unit in science the last nine weeks of school.  In order 
for students to apply their learning to helping others, the students completed a service learning 
project.  Each third class opened a class business that made and sold canimals, which are 
animals made out of soup cans. The canimals were sold for $1 each before school. The third 
graders raised $315.  This is the second year that third grade teachers have implemented this 
project and the success continues to grow.  The students chose seven animals to adopt from 
the Central Florida Zoo.  The students chose to adopt a cheetah, fossa, rhinoceros, bald eagle, 
river otter, giraffe and owl. The money raised will be used for food and care for these animals. 
 As a thank you for the third graders' hard work and generosity, the grade level was given a 
stuffed animal, a picture and fact sheet for each adopted animal.  These items were given to the 
students after they went on a field trip to the Central Florida Zoo and actually saw the animals 
firsthand.  During this project the students learned about supply and demand, the difference 
between producers and consumers, scarcity, facts about the animals they adopted, and the 
importance of giving back to the community. 
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad - Volusia Gives Back and Science 
Olympiad Slideshow. 
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For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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