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Be There 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Start the New Year off by connecting with your child in meaningful ways during the everyday 

moments of life.  Turn the ordinary into extraordinary. 
  

Volusia Recognized for Exemplary African American History Curriculum 
  
Volusia County Schools is one of seven school districts in Florida recognized as an Exemplary 
School District for incorporating African and African American studies in each of its core 
curriculum areas.  The criteria for achieving exemplary status were established by the state of 
Florida’s Task Force on African American History. 
  
Regional FACT Fairs Planned to Support Families 
  
The third of four regional FACT (Families and Community Together) Fairs to support the needs 
of Title I families will be held 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. on Thursday, January 30, in the gymnasium at 
DeLand Middle School, 1400 South Aquarius Avenue, DeLand.  The fair is designed for parents 
with students in Title I schools; however, parents from all schools in the area may attend.  Title I 
schools in the DeLand area are Blue Lake Elementary, Citrus Grove Elementary, DeLand 
Middle School, McInnis Elementary, Pierson Elementary, Taylor Middle High School, Starke 
Elementary and Woodward Avenue Elementary.   
  
Volusia County Schools and community organizations are working together to provide parents 
with information about free resources available to families, including support for legal issues, 
health concerns, housing, employment, post-secondary education, voluntary pre-kindergarten, 
and Head Start.  Students will be offered the opportunity to enjoy student entertainment groups 
and hands-on science through the Marine Discovery Center.  Free clothing will be available 
through Clothes to You.  The first 50 families to sign-in at the fair will receive a free bag of 
groceries or a backpack filled with school supplies.   
  
Free children’s books and hot pizza will be available.  Families can receive information on 
education topics such as math, writing, science, transitioning to middle school, tutoring services, 
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cyber-safety, Title I programs, exceptional student education services, guidance services, 
mentoring opportunities, graduation requirements, social work services, school psychology 
services and technology in the schools.  The goal of the fair is to provide families with resources 
to enhance student success and access community resources. 
  
The FACT Fairs are sponsored by the Title I office for Volusia County Schools.   The final fair 
will be held at Holly Hill School on April 8. 
  
Military and First Responders Share Expertise with Students 
  
At 8:15 a.m. on Friday, January 31, University High School will host the 8th Annual EMS/Military 
Expo highlighting more than 35 federal, state and local agencies.  University High juniors and 
seniors will attend and students from area high schools have been invited (DeLand, Deltona, 
New Smyrna Beach and Pine Ridge).  These students will have the opportunity to talk to first 
responders and learn about possible future careers with agencies such as the U.S. Customs 
Border Protection, Volusia Fire Rescue and NASCAR.  See a complete list of participants 
below. 
  
The program will include a fly-over by the Valiant Air Command C-47 that flew over Normandy, 
France on June 6, 1944, as well as Florida Hospital Flight One Helicopter, Florida Department 
of Forestry Helicopter, Flagler County Fire Flight Helicopter and Tomlinson Aviation.  There will 
also be a 1st Inf. Div. WW2 re-enactment and a 4th Brigade Hospital Civil War demonstration. 
  
On Saturday, February 1, the community is invited to a 5K walk.  Cost is $30 and registration is 
the day of the walk at 8:30 a.m. in the parking lot near the University High gymnasium.  
Proceeds will support the Care 4 R Troops organization.  The walk will be followed by an EMS 
vs. Military softball game at 11 a.m. hosted by the University High softball team. 
  
Susan Persis Named Finalist for Instructional Technology Leadership Award 
  
Susan Persis, principal at Pine Trail Elementary, has been selected as one of three finalists by 
the Florida Council of Instructional Technology Leaders for the Instructional Technology 
Leadership Award: 2013-14 Innovative Principal of the Year.  The winner will be named at an 
awards luncheon scheduled for January 29.  
  
ArtHaus Presents 12th Annual AP/Honors Exhibit 
The opening reception for an exhibit featuring artworks by AP/Honors students in Volusia 
County’s public schools is Friday, January 24, 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. at the ArtHaus, 3840 Ridgewood 
Avenue, Port Orange.  The exhibit will continue through Friday, February 28. 
  
News of Note 

  
Members of the Sounds of the Atlantic High Chorus recently auditioned for the Volusia All 
County Chorus.  Six students will represent Atlantic in the February 1 concert. 
  
Students at Champion Elementary enjoyed observing Celebrate Literacy Week.  Some of the 
students’ favorite activities were Poem In Your Pocket Day, Book Time with Ronald McDonald, 
and a Book Swap.  For Poem In Your Pocket Day students were given the homework of writing 
a poem or finding a great poem to share with others.  On Wednesday, January 15, students 
were asked by "Prize Patrol" adults if they had a poem to share.  If a student had a poem they 
would read it to the adult and receive a small prize.  It’s Book Time with Ronald McDonald 
stressed the importance of reading through magic, audience participation and special effects.  



The culminating activity for the week was a book swap.  Students thought the book swap looked 
more like a book fair and raved about the books they picked.  The week helped to reinforce joy 
and the importance of reading. 
  
Mrs. Zaehring’s kindergarten class at Cypress Creek Elementary donated food and toys to the 
Salvation Army as part of their social studies activities before Christmas.  Each student was 
given $5 by Mrs. Zaehring and instructed to purchase items both needed and wanted for 
families.  This initial $100 turned into approximately $500 worth of food and toys donated by the 
children and their families.  This is an annual activity Mrs. Zaehring provides her children to 
teach them about needs, wants, sharing and caring. 
  
Students from the Bethune-Cookman University Outreach Program, under the direction of 
Professor Rose Grace, visited to Cypress Creek Elementary in December to share their 
musical talents with 5th grade students.  The students heard live performances in music classes 
taught by Mrs. Mary Ada Kidd and Julia Hood.  These performances were in a variety of styles 
on flute, clarinet and euphonium.  In addition to answering questions posed by students, the 
performers from Bethune-Cookman specifically spoke about timbre which was the area of focus 
for the second nine weeks of school.  
  
The DeBary Elementary float won top prize for elementary schools in the DeBary Christmas 
parade.  The float was amazing; thank you to everyone who participated.  Last week, the 
DeBary Elementary PTA hosted literacy night "Reading Under the Stars."  Guests got to have a 
chat with author David Finkle who came to share with the students his journey to becoming a 
published author.  The students and their parents were able to create space-related arts and 
crafts, participate in a character costume contest, and even try their luck at the raffle for literacy 
related prizes.  This event was a culmination of Storybook Character day, during which students 
dressed as their favorite storybook character and paraded their creative outfits during the 
literacy assembly.   
  
During the week of January 13, Deltona Middle Celebrated Literacy Week with a Million Minute 
Marathon and other activities designed to highlight the importance of literacy.  Events included a 
“How Many Books in the Media Center” contest, “It’s All in a Word” day (teachers, staff, and 
students dressed as vocabulary words) and an “Authors’ Corner” where language arts classes 
met with local authors to discuss how to publish books and become better writers.   
  
Edgewater Public knows how to celebrate literacy!  The week of January 13-17 was filled with 
events, including guest readers, mismatched attire, hats off to reading and even a storybook 
parade.  Some of the guest readers included Councilman Mike Ignasiak, Mr. Tom Russell, Ms. 
Saralee Morrissey and the school’s administration, Mrs. Sydeski and Mr. Reaves.  The annual 
storybook parade was led by the New Smyrna Beach Middle band and students in pre-K through 
second grade walked in character costumes for all to see. 
  
At Edgewater Public, attendance matters.  Bobby the Bobcat is a stuffed animal that each 
grade level competes to have for the week.  The class in each grade level with the highest 
percentage of attendance for the week gets to have Bobby for the following week.  Students 
take Bobby to special area, lunch and out for activity time.  Bobby has become so popular that 
one student wrote a book about Bobby so that she could be Bobby for the storybook parade. 
  
The National Honor Society was established in 1921, to recognize outstanding students 
displaying excellence in academics and leadership.  In December, history was made at 
Edgewater Public when 21 fifth grade students were inducted into the National Elementary 
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Honor Society.  The members participated in the Four Pillar Ceremony, lighting candles to 
signify the importance of scholarship, responsibility, service and leadership.  The new members 
participated in the entire ceremony, which concluded with them taking the membership oath, 
lighting their own candles and receiving their membership certificates.   
  
The Freedom Elementary Lego Robotics club won the Rising Star Rookie Award on December 
14 at the Lego Competition in Orlando.  The club is a group of third, fourth and fifth grade 
students led by fourth grade teacher, Michelle Deibler. 
  
Friendship Elementary is not only celebrating literacy by reading magazines during lunch time 
and having mystery readers, but by setting reading goals each month.  As students reach their 
reading goal, they receive a dog tag that is themed for the particular month and states that the 
student has reached their reading goal.  Students are having fun collecting each month’s dog 
tag and reinforcing their reading, too. 
  
Congratulations Heritage Middle yearbook staff.  Out of hundreds of yearbooks submitted, 
Heritage Middle won 2nd place in the Lifetouch National Yearbook Showcase Contest for 2013.  
Ms. Cisneros, yearbook sponsor, and students received a monetary reward to contribute to their 
program 
  
During Children's Literacy Week at Indian River Elementary students celebrated on Monday 
with the "Shoot for the Moon" activity of reading an extra 20 minutes outside the regular reading 
period.  On Wednesday, teachers and staff dressed up as a book character and shared the 
story with all the children at their grade level.  Curious George, alias Coach Schultz, could be 
found though out the school reading a Curious George book.  Then on Thursday night, the PTA 
held Science Night for the students and parents.  One station was the Children's Literacy booth 
which showed how reading literacy and science go together. Ways to use science and reading 
were demonstrated at the booth along with handouts for parents with ideas to use at home.  
Some handouts even showed books that are in the media center, along with activities to do at 
home.  The media specialist talked about Children's Literacy Week at the award assemblies on 
Thursday and Friday and gave Reading Count Awards. 
  
The Academy of Agriscience and Environmental Resources at New Smyrna Beach High is 
collaborating with the Marine Discovery Center and Florida Institute of Technology (FIT) to 
present a three-part lecture series on horseshoe crabs.  The first lecture: The Natural History of 
Horseshoe Crabs and Their Environmental Significance was presented by FIT graduate student 
and leading horseshoe crab authority, Stephanie Kronstadt.  Students from the Aquaculture 3 
class are assisting with the program.   
  
Last week, the Academy of Agriscience and Environmental Resources at New Smyrna Beach 
High piloted a collaborative program between the high school, Chisholm Elementary and the 
Marine Discovery Center (MDC).  Aquaculture 3 students attend class twice a week at the MDC 
and have been studying and maintaining the species and exhibits throughout this school year. 
 Now they are passing their learning experience to Ms. Ciaramella’s 4th grade class with an 
interactive, guided tour of the MDC.  Along with the tour, the Aquaculture students created 
individual booklets packed full of environmental information along with an invitation for the 4th 
grade students to return to the MDC to reinforce and share their learning with their families. 
 This is the first program of its kind with the hopes of becoming a yearly, collaborative project 
between the two schools. 
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Eight fourth and fifth graders from Osteen Elementary battled the Nature's Fury in the Spartan 
Challenge at Milwee Middle School on January 11.  Each member of the team competed in 
pairs during a robot run that lasted 2 minutes 30 seconds.  Then, the entire team worked 
together independently of their coach to complete a 5-minute "surprise" problem solving activity 
while the judges evaluated their core values.  Afterward, they answered the judge's questions 
about the exercise.  Next they presented their project to the judges independently of their coach. 
 Once again, the team members were asked questions about their project.  Finally the team met 
with the judges to discuss their robot design and programming decisions.  Andrew, Dillard and 
Hunter worked together to run the robot run.  While they were busy, Kailah and the remaining 
team members presented their reasoning for the designs of their programs to another judge.  
The judges were impressed with the developing team. 
  
The Collaborative Enrichment Club (CEC) at Osteen Elementary will be attending the Blue 
Spring Manatee Festival in Orange City on Jan. 25 and 26.  Students collaborated on Florida 
animal projects that will be displayed at the festival.  Students will also give presentations as a 
form of public service to those who visit the club booth.  This will be the fifth year Osteen 
Elementary has participated at the festival. 
  
Everyone is invited to attend Pine Ridge High’s annual Dancing with the Teachers 
performance on Wednesday, January 29, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. in the school auditorium.  Tickets are 
$3 in advance and $5 the day of the show. 
  
Congratulations to Pine Ridge High Model United Nations Debate Team for winning 
Outstanding Delegation during the recent debate competition at New Smyrna High School.  
Chancellor Hansen won Outstanding Diplomat.  Thanks go out to Mrs. Von Casminski and all 
the Pine Ridge High students who participated in the Deltona Dream Keepers MLK 
Celebration.  Senior Breanne Hopkins and Junior Shelia Rodriguez represented the school well 
singing the national anthem. 
  
The Pine Ridge High Freshman SGA has teamed up with Pet Rescue by Judy, a volunteer 
non-profit organization with a "No Kill" policy, located in Sanford.  Pets are nursed back to 
health and then adopted out.  The Freshman SGA is collecting various items to donate to the 
rescue. 
  
The DeLand Chamber of Commerce education committee honored River Springs Middle 
recently as "School of the Month."  The committee presented the school with a banner and 
school supplies.  Twelve Chamber staff, ambassadors and members were present to join in for 
this presentation.  Dr. Margaret Smith, Superintendent for Volusia County Schools, was also 
present and spoke to the education committee about current school and community issues, 
including the proposed half-cent extension and the new high school finance curriculum 
requirement.  
  
Spruce Creek Elementary recently received with a check in the amount of $2,000 for 
participating in Port Orange Family Days.  Dr. Amy Hall, K-12 guidance specialist who also 
serves on the Board of Directors for the Family Days Community Trust, presented the check.  
During the event, the school set up a booth with a Bobcat Toss game and handed out stickers. 
 Teachers and staff donated their time to be involved with this community event.  
  
Recently, Timbercrest Elementary students had the opportunity to help Daytona State 
College’s School of Education enhance teaching and learning by collaborating with teachers in 
Haiti.  DSC students and some interns working at Timbercrest will be traveling to Haiti this 
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summer to teach English and provide other educational services in a pre-K – 13 school in Cap 
Haitien.  Timbercrest students collected school supplies for these children and their teachers. 
 Each grade level was given a suggested school supply to donate.  The collection was a huge 
success and resulted in dozens of pencils, markers and crayons being donated, as well as 
many packs of notebook paper and notebooks.  Lots of other necessary school supplies were 
also received. 
  
This year’s Celebrate Literacy Week at Timbercrest Elementary provided many wonderful and 
interactive opportunities for students to get excited about reading.  During the week, students 
were encouraged to keep reading and improving their skills by participating in several planned 
activities.  Students embraced the challenge of reading for 33 million minutes in a single day by 
reading an extra 20 plus minutes on Monday.  The subsequent days were filled with reading 
aloud an award winning picture book, reading nothing but non-fiction for an entire day and 
writing acrostic poems.  The week's activities culminated with a Storybook Character Day on 
Friday where students, faculty and staff dressed up as a favorite character from a book.  On a 
final note, the media specialist is now in the process of judging the many entries that were 
received for the school wide bookmark contest where students designed a bookmark 
representing the state’s theme, Reading Accelerates Success!  Students with the winning entry 
from each grade level will receive a free book of their choice. 
  
Fourth and fifth grade students at Turie T. Small Elementary will participate in the school’s first 
leadership conference: "Preparing Our Future Star Leaders."  Students will have the opportunity 
to attend six sessions, which are Handling Peer Pressure, Handling Stress, Making Right 
Choices, Communicating Effectively, Identifying Your Strengths and Handling a Bully. Each 
session will be facilitated by a community member and keynote speakers will include: Chief 
Chitwood, Daytona Beach Police Department; Dr. Hiram Powell, Bethune-Cookman University; 
and Mrs. Peromnia Grant, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources for Volusia County 
Schools.  
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad: Mazda Motorsports Presentation at 
DeLand High. 
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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