
VCS  e-News An Electronic Newsletter from Volusia County Schools 

January 10, 2014 
  
In this issue…                    Be There 

Martin Luther King’s Birthday Holiday 
Volusia Hosts State Lesson Study Leadership Institute 
Deltona Recognizes Winners of MLK Contest 
CEC Hosts Silent Auction/Luncheon 
News of Note 
Check Out ITV Launchpad 

  
Be There 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Start the new year off by connecting with your child in meaningful ways  

during the every day moments of life. 
  
Martin Luther King’s Birthday Holiday 
  
Schools and district offices will be closed Monday, January 20, to recognize Martin Luther 
King’s Birthday holiday.  
  
Volusia Hosts State Lesson Study Leadership Institute 
  
In partnership with Florida State University, Volusia County Schools is hosting a state Lesson 
Study Leadership Institute at the Daytona Beach Hilton. Teachers have been selected from all 
over the state of Florida to attend this institute to bring the professional development process 
known as Lesson Study back to their district and schools. The participants will attend this two-
day institute that involves visiting two Volusia school sites to view Lesson Study in action. 
Teams at Cypress Creek Elementary and Silver Sands Middle schools were selected as the 
Lesson Study Showcase sites. These schools have Lesson Study teams developing a 
Research Lesson to be taught on January 17 while the institute participants observe. A debrief 
of the lesson will follow at the host hotel and a question and answer session will follow. The 
Cypress Creek Elementary Lesson Study Team is comprised of Heather Williams, Amy Spies, 
Kym Taylor, Michelle Phelan, Sheree Inge, Jeanne Wright and Terri Suydam , facilitated by 
Becky Pittard.  The Silver Sands Middle School Lesson Study Team is comprised of Charlotte 
Besse, Pamela Crowell, Nancy Barber, Karen Wheeler, Frank Talbot and Megan Roles, 
facilitated by Jeremy Blinn.  In addition to the teachers that are part of the Lesson Study teams, 
six Volusia County teachers have been selected to attend the institute: Heather Williams, 
Charlotte Besse, Katherine Fulcher, Tara Butler, Frances Monroe and Martin Ingoldsby. 
  
Deltona Recognizes Winners of MLK Contest 
  
The Deltona Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee sponsored a speech, video, poetry and greeting 
card competition for Deltona area schools.  First place winners will receive $100, 2nd place $75 
and third place $50. The money will be presented to the students at the Deltona MLK breakfast 
on January 18 at New Hope Baptist Church. Elementary school winners: 1st – Bryan Roman, 4th 



grade Pride Elementary; 2nd – Victoria Catalano, 4th grade Deltona Lakes; and 3rd – Reanna 
Gomez-Storm, 5th grade Discovery Elementary.  Middle school winners (all 8th grade Heritage 
Middle students): 1st – Passion Graham; 2nd – Alysia Inosencio; and 3rd Selena Fernandez. High 
school winners (all Deltona High students): 1st – Ricardo Serrano; 12th grade, Dillan 
Stephenson; 12th grade, and Luis Santiago, 11th grade. 
  
CEC Hosts Silent Auction/Luncheon 
  
The Council for Exception Children is hosting a silent auction and luncheon on Saturday, 
February 8, 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. in order to fund scholarships for Volusia County high school 
seniors who receive special education services.  The cost is $10 for the luncheon, which will be 
held at the DeBary Golf and Country Club, 300 Plantation Club Drive, DeBary.  The silent 
auction will offer baskets donated by Volusia County schools, including an Italian dinner basket, 
chocolate basket, movie night basket, coffee basket and more.  For additional information 
contact Dr. Janet Raney at cec.raney@gmail.com. 
  
News of Note 

  
Freedom Elementary kindergarten students presented a Thanksgiving production led by the 
kindergarten teachers.  Dressed as turkeys, Pilgrims, Native Americans and corn, the children 
sang and acted out the story of the first Thanksgiving.  The event was followed by a traditional 
feast including the students and their families.  
  
Students at Freedom Elementary participated in Holiday Mail for Heroes in honor of Veteran’s 
Day and support of the military.  They created holiday cards to be sent to our troops overseas. 
  
All Friendship Elementary students were provided the wonderful opportunity to choose a 
grade level book from Scholastic for their winter break reading pleasure on the last day before 
break.  It was a joyous time to see the excited faces of students as they chose chapter books, 
non-fiction books or great novels to read.  Many of the books chosen were award-winning books 
and of high interest for students.  Every student left the make-believe book store with a free 
book to enjoy and a huge smile. 
  
On Tuesday, December 10, many families turned out for Orange City Elementary’s annual 
Winter Snuggle Up and Read event.  Families met in the cafeteria, received a rotation schedule 
and spent four 15-minute rotations either listening to guest readers (Orange City faculty 
members) or having cookies and hot chocolate in the cafeteria.  At the conclusion of the event, 
every child was given a new book to take home to read. 
  
The holiday season brought joyous events to the Osceola Elementary campus.  On December 
12, families enjoyed a holiday luncheon with their children.  School Way Café prepared 
scrumptious turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes and green beans for the students and families. 
 On December 17, music teacher Mr. Hollingsworth conducted the Osceola choir in a beautiful 
holiday concert to entertain families and friends.  In first grade, students were taught about the 
holiday spirit by demonstrating random acts of kindness.  Students not only completed these 
acts of kindness on campus, but went out into the community as well.  Students completed acts 
of kindness for firemen, policemen, individuals with disabilities and individuals in homeless 
situations just to name a few. 
  
Attention incoming Pine Ridge High freshman.  Mark your calendars for the late afternoon and 
evening of March 11 for the PRHS Future Freshman Extravaganza.  All current 8th grade 
students who are zoned to attend Pine Ridge High School for the 2014-2015 school year are 
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invited to attend.  Find out about all the programs and clubs that are offered.  Get information 
regarding requirements for graduation.  Make plans to visit the auditorium, courtyard, athletic 
field and classrooms to meet teachers, coaches, administrators and other staff.  Attendees will 
be entertained by many talented students and staff during tours the campus.  Pine Ridge High 
looks forward to welcoming rising freshman to the Panther Family 
  
Students in Mr. Waterman's 5th grade class at Pine Trail Elementary prepared holiday bags for 
a group called Mental Health America, who provides support and services for people with 
mental illnesses.  In November the class was visited by Sue Reichel and her therapy dog, Heidi, 
to learn about mental illnesses and explain the project.  Over several weeks students decorated 
paper grocery bags with festive and cheerful holiday pictures and expressions.  On December 
5, Miss Sue and Heidi returned to Pine Trail to retrieve the bags and allow students to interact 
with Heidi.  The bags were be filled with holiday gifts for patients and their families to brighten 
their season. 
  
River Springs Middle’s AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) students and 
teachers entered the 2013 Debary Christmas Parade for the first time and took 2nd place with 
their float.  The students and teachers rode on the float to promote the AVID program and bring 
awareness to the community.  It was a successful venture as many parents asked questions 
and expressed an interest for their student to participate in the program next school year. 
  
Southwestern Middle’s PTSO (Parent Teacher Student Organization) sponsored a successful 
hoiday food drive.  Students collected over 300 items to help feed needy families in the 
community.  Southwestern appreciates the generosity of students and families. 
  
Thanks to a grant proposal written by Mrs. Jones, Jr. Beta Club sponsor, to Macy’s holiday 
“Believe” campaign, Southwestern Middle students were able to put on a production of “Yes, 
Virginia The Musical” with no cost to the school.  Southwestern was one of 100 schools across 
the country to receive a $1,000 grant from Macy’s to assist with production costs of the play.  
“Yes, Virginia The Musical” is based on a true story and tells the heartwarming tale of 8-year old 
Virginia who wrote a letter to the New York Sun newspaper in 1897 inquiring about the 
existence of Santa Claus.  Mrs. Guidotti and Mrs. Brown, directors for the play, said the entire 
play was meant to teach people about believing in Santa Claus and goodwill.  Because of their 
good fortune, and in the spirit of the holidays, Southwestern Middle also participated in Macy’s 
Make-A-Wish campaign.  Faculty, staff and students wrote letters to Santa.  For every letter 
received, Macy’s donated $1, up to $1 million, to Make-A-Wish helping to grant the wishes of 
children with life-threatening medical conditions. 
  
Southwestern Middle students Lyndsey R and Lya C visited the WESH TV station in Orlando as 
part of their research for a social studies S.P.I.C.E. (Student Passion, Innovation and Creativity 
Experience) project in Mr. Kevin Copes’ class.  S.P.I.C.E. is an opportunity for students to 
explore and research a topic that they have never been given an opportunity to learn about. 
 Students submit a thesis and spend about 10 weeks researching it.  Lyndsey and Lya received 
a tour of the WESH studio and watched a half-hour live broadcast.  They also had the 
opportunity to interview anchor Jason Guy.  Mr. Guy stated that he was pleased with their 
interviewing skills. 
  
The annual jacket drive at Sugar Mill Elementary was a huge success.  Over 100 gently used 
jackets were collected and distributed to students and their siblings.  Thank you to parents for 
caring and sharing. 
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Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad: VCS Launchpad Holiday Special. 
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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