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Be There 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
It’s easy to show your child love. Just Be There. 

  
Schools Prepare for Hazardous Weather 
  
If a Tornado struck tomorrow, would you be prepared?  In order to assure that our students, 
staff and facilities are properly prepared, all Volusia schools and district offices will participate in 
Hazardous Weather Awareness Week by exercising the tornado plan on Thursday, February 
27.  In the event of actual threatening weather on February 27, the drill will be rescheduled for 
Friday, February 28.  The exercise is scheduled to begin at 9 a.m. 
The week of February 24 - 28 is Hazardous Weather Awareness Week in Florida.  The purpose 
of this annual event is to focus on the weather related conditions that pose a threat to lives and 
property in Florida.  Changing weather patterns have increased the possibility of numerous 
severe weather events affecting our area.  The threat from severe thunderstorms and tornadoes 
in East Central Florida is ever present. 
  
Science Fair This Weekend 
  
It's that time of year again for top science students from across Volusia County to compete at 
the Tomoka Regional Science and Engineering Fair.  This year's fair will be held at Atlantic High 
on February 8.  Student orientation will begin at 8:15 a.m. in the auditorium.  This year 
community partners will be in attendance from 8 a.m. – 9 a.m. to share with students and 
parents summer opportunities for students who are interested in science enrichment programs.  
More than 30 special awards have been donated from local universities, businesses and 
organizations and over 60 expert category judges will volunteer their time to judge student 
projects.  We are looking forward to an exciting day for students, parents, teachers and 
community partners.   
  
Susan Persis Wins Instructional Technology Leadership Award 
  
Susan Persis, principal at Pine Trail Elementary, was named the winner of the Florida Council of 
Instructional Technology Leaders for the Instructional Technology Leadership Award: 2013-14 
Innovative Principal of the Year.   
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ArtHaus Presents 12th Annual AP/Honors Exhibit 
An exhibit featuring artworks by AP/Honors students in Volusia County’s public schools is now 
open at the ArtHaus, 3840 Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange.  The exhibit will continue through 
Friday, February 28. 
  
News of Note 

  
Approximately 200 kindergarteners from Horizon Elementary visited Atlantic High to learn 
about animals and their habitats.  The learning centers were set up by Mrs. Garvin’s teacher 
assistant (TA) classes.  The TA students had to write lesson plans with the standards to go with 
their activities.  Mrs. Garvin’s Leadership classes were the escorts for the groups of children.  
The centers consisted of face painting, learning about manatees, making paper bag animals, 
animal math with animal crackers, animal architect (creating new animals from other animal 
body parts).  The Horizon students learned where animals live and what their families are 
called.  They participated in a game of leap frog, duck-duck goose and took a nature walk to see 
where forest animals live.  
  
On a chilly Friday evening in January, Blue Lake Elemenatary held its first McTeacher Night 
this school year.  Blue Lake started the annual tradition of McTeacher Nights last year.  This is a 
fun event for all who attend.  Blue Lake's proud principal, Mr. Williams, and teachers helped 
behind the counter and greeted families as they arrived at McDonald’s.  The students enjoyed 
seeing their teachers in a different role outside of school.  Over 100 people attended this 
fundraising event.  
  
Blue Lake Elementary is proud to announce the launch of Little Free Libraries sponsored by 
the PTA.  The school has three little green book houses, which were made by the DeLand High 
Bulldog Construction students and are located at the walking gate on Blue Lake Avenue, the 
walking gate on Wisconsin Avenue and in the office.  The book houses work by taking a book 
you would like to read and replacing it with a book you have already read and would like to 
share.  Students and the community can stop by and take a book or leave a book.  The Little 
Free Libraries launched during Celebrate Literacy Week and is a great way to encourage not 
only the students, but the community, to become lifelong readers. 
  
Blue Lake Elementary celebrated Literacy Week January 13-17 by giving students 20 minutes 
of uninterrupted reading time each day.  The SSYRA (Sunshine State Young Readers Award) 
Book Challenge started on January 15 by highlighting selected books on Splash Live, Blue 
Lake's morning news.  A "Class Book Walk" for the students’ favorite books as a sidewalk chalk 
drawing was done on Friday.  Before the holiday every class completed their favorite book 
drawings/art with Ms. Dumet, media specialist, and Mrs. Wells, art teacher.  A couple of 
students were selected from each class to draw their favorite book outside their classroom.  The 
students were given time during the day to walk around the campus and view other classrooms 
favorite books on the sidewalk.  Students and teachers were also invited to dress up as their 
favorite literary character. 
  
Campbell Middle School students Akevian Norman, 7th grade, and Nelson Arvelo, 6th grade, 
were recently honored with the Distinguished Service Citation from the Daytona Beach Police 
Department.  They saw a motorist drive into a large retention pond.  Akevian and Nelson 
climbed in to the half-submerged truck bed and kept the man calm until help arrived.  Akevian 
and Nelson are shining examples of Campbell Spartans! 
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Campbell Middle celebrated Florida Literacy Week by exposing students and staff to many 
wonderful and enjoyable learning activities including FCAT Warm-up activities, the Million 
Minute Marathon, teacher displays of class reading material, student generated lists containing 
“10 Reasons to Read,” a bookmark design contest (top winner received a Walmart Gift Card), 
and a Mystery Book Charade (students were given chances to guess the mystery book title and 
win prizes for five correct answers).  The teachers assisted the students by wearing stickers 
with the clues.  The spelling bee was all the “BUZZ” at Campbell Middle.  This year, first place 
winners Renée Sanderson, 6th grade, and Caleb Devlin, 7th grade will represent the school at 
the Volusia County District Spelling Bee.   
  
On Thursday, February 20, at 6:30 p.m., Campbell Middle will present an “Evening of 
Excellence” as the school hosts their annual Spartan Chapter of the National Junior Honor 
Society Induction Ceremony.  This year, 76 students have met the 3.5 cumulative grade point 
average membership requirement.  During the event, the school’s band and chorus will 
perform.  There will be a reception immediately following the ceremony. 
  
We had so much fun last year, the Citrus Grove Elementary PTA wants to invite you and your 
family out again for the 2nd Annual Healthy Living Family Fitness Day on Saturday, February 
22.  The 5k foot race and 1-mile family fun run/walk will start from Citrus Grove and wind 
through the community of Heritage Place.  Local businesses and community partners will 
support the event with a blood drive, family fun and children activities.  The 5k foot race will be 
professionally timed by Final Mile Race Management with awards will be presented to Overall 
Female and Male and Overall Master Female and Male, as well as first, second and third place 
awards for various age groups.  The 5k starts at 8 a.m. and the 1-mile Fun Run/Walk will start at 
9:15 a.m. Race “Dog Tags” will be awarded to all children ages 16 and under.  To register, visit 
http://myvolusiaschools.org/school/CitrusGrove/Pages/default.aspx or the Final Mile Race 
Management Website at http://www.finalmileracemanagement.com/. 
  
Arbor Day was celebrated on January 17 and more than 130 fourth graders at Citrus Grove 
Elementary rolled up their sleeves to plant a tree.  The kids will become members of Fourth 
Grade Foresters.  The project's goal is to help revitalize the observation of Arbor Day in 
America's schools.  Citrus Grove fourth graders received a cabbage palm seedling, also known 
as a Sabal palm, to take home and plant.  This project was made possible because community 
sponsors like the City of DeLand covered the cost of each of the individually packaged palms, 
so that there was no cost to the students, the teachers or the school.  Fourth grade students 
sang songs that celebrated nature and Skyler Buckles, fourth grade student from Mrs. 
Hutchinson's class read a poem.  The Mayor of DeLand, Robert Apgar, spoke to students about 
the importance of Arbor Day.  Bill Bailey, Tree Advisory Committee Chair, spoke with students 
as well and recited poetry about the beauty of trees.  Mariellen Calabro, Forestry 
Superintendent with the City of DeLand, presented the donated seedlings and two Live Oak trees 
that were planted on the playground. 
  
Cypress Creek Elementary recently held its school spelling bee.  The runner-up was Meryl Liu 
from Mrs. H. Williams' 5th grade class and the schoolwide winner was Tyler Pauetti from Mrs. K. 
Durrance's 5th grade class. Congratulations to both outstanding Otters.  Cypress Creek 
Elementary also recently held its Social Studies Fair.  Winners by category were: Art-Dylan 
Dominguez, Grant Bowman and Kai Sniadach; Performance - Nicky Starkey; Map - Abigail 
Phillips; Craft - Ruby Lowe; and Poster - Ray Roberts and Joseph Remmert.  Congratulations to 
these "otterly" outstanding 4th graders. 
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Deltona Lakes Elementary recently participated in Celebrate Literacy Week.  Students, 
teachers and staff spent the week enjoying fun and educational reading activities.  The week 
was kicked off with a door decorating contest.  The winners were: 1st place, Miss Jones’ 5th 
grade class and a tie for 2nd place, Miss Iamesi (2nd grade) and Mrs. Turner (1st grade). 
 Monday was Reading Rocks-Wear Your Funny Socks Day! and Million Minute Marathon. 
 Students and teachers read an additional 20 minutes to help Just Read, Florida meet their goal 
of 30 million minutes of reading in one single day across the state.  On Tuesday, mystery readers 
read to students during each lunch period and on Wednesday students were given a book mark 
to decorate.  Thursday students and staff had blast dressing up as a vocabulary word.  Some 
chose to make a vocabulary hat to wear.  Over 70 families came out Thursday night for Literacy 
Night where they enjoyed various reading activities and games, storytelling, free hot chocolate 
and cookies, and a raffle for free backpacks.  As they left, students were able to choose a free 
book to take home.  The week’s activities were wrapped on Friday with a mystery reader on the 
morning's announcements.  Students had fun trying to guess the book.  It was a fun week-long 
reading celebration for our students! 
  
DJ Mayall, a 4th grader in Mrs. Strocchia’s class at Deltona Lakes Elementary, was 
announced the first place winner of the district’s Everybody Everyday contest.  Along with 
balloons and prizes, DJ was presented with a check for his poem about the importance of 
school attendance. 
  
The Deltona Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee sponsored a speech, video, poetry and greeting 
card competition for Deltona area schools.  Victoria C., 4th grader in Mrs. Zayas’ class at 
Deltona Lakes Elementary, won 2nd place for her greeting card and a prize of $75.  The 
winners were recognized at the Deltona MLK breakfast on January 18 at New Hope Baptist 
Church.  
  
Deltona High FFA is pleased to announce that five seniors were selected to attend the 
Agricultural Hall of Fame banquet as part of the mentor program. Agricultural leaders from 
across the state will be in attendance and the students will have the opportunity to meet and 
mingle with these leaders. The banquet is held annually to honor individuals who have 
dedicated their lives to advancing and securing agriculture in our state. Agriculture is the 2nd 
largest economic impact for our state behind tourism. Congratulations to Jessica MacFarlane, 
Ashley Green, Kari Ohland, Zachery Holmes and Darious Wilson. 
  
On January 22, Deltona Middle partnered with the Deltona Publix to host a math night for 
students and their families.  Mrs. Barkley and the math department conducted this event.  
Students solved math problems around the store as their parents shopped.  This was a 
phenomenal, real world, teachable moment for students. 
  
Deltona Middle recently held its annual social studies fair.  The event was an exciting 
experience for students, parents, teachers, administration and the local community. Guest 
speakers included local historical authors Ron and Alice Howell, local D.A.R. Representative 
Candi Ezell, Deltona City Commissioners Heidi K. Herzberg and Nancy Schleicher, and Social 
Studies Specialist Scott Hallett. 
Dr. Sileo and “Social Studies Master” Mr. Pearce eloquently hosted the show, with Mr. Travis 
(teacher of the year), Mr. Thomas, Mr. Beckley, Mrs. Kurlander, Mr. Ashby and Mr. Engelking 
creating an atmosphere of educational excitement.  You could feel the “electricity” in the air as 
students continue to “Charge Toward Success.” 
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Deltona Middle’s SGA held a successful school-wide pet food drive in December, enabling the 
school to donate a truckload of dog and cat food to the local SPCA (Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals).  The SPCA provides help to low-income individuals in our community 
who benefit from the companionship of pets, but are sometimes unable to afford the needed 
supplies to keep them. Pet Food Drive Part 2 will begin at the end of February.  
  
Edgewater Public recently held its 2014 spelling bee with 18 fourth and fifth grade students 
competing to represent the school at the Volusia County Spelling Bee on March 4.  The winner of 
the spelling bee was fifth grader, Lily F., and the runner- up was Nicholas F. also a 5th grade 
student.  Congratulations to both of them and best of luck to Lily at the county bee. 
  
Edgewater Public’s first Technology Night on January 28 was a success.  After a 
complimentary dinner, Terrionna Green and Chase Anderson narrated a video showing 
technology in action around the campus.  Parents saw how even the littlest Bobcats use 
technology, including kindergarteners using iPads to practice math.  After the video the student 
announcers used technology to have a webcam face to face with the FFEA (Florida Future 
Educators Association) who were creating flyers for the Bobcat Carnival on March 15.  At the 
end of the introduction, parents had the opportunity to choose a technology 101 class that 
helped parents access the Volusia County Schools website and provided instruction on how to 
log in to Parent Portal and VIMS (Volusia Information Management System) in order to find data 
and information about their child electronically.  The other opportunity for parents was a 
technology 201 class.  This class focused on the resources available on the Internet to assist 
parents and students with academic content.  Parents learned how to access FCAT Explorer 
and the websites that come with school textbooks.  The textbook websites include videos on 
math and science concepts, electronic textbooks and games to reinforce skills.  Parents in both 
sessions felt that the sessions were helpful and shared that they didn’t realize there were so 
many resources available. 
  
Students were involved in a variety of activities.  The pre-K and kindergarten group watched an 
educational movie using the Brain Pop app and discussed continents.  They then became pearl 
divers using an iPAD app and created pictures on Doodle Buddy of underwater reefs.  They 
explored and shared images of lots of strange animals that live only in Australia. Students 
captured images of themselves and created a collage of their adventures and photos they 
captured using Pic Collage.  The second and third graders worked together in small groups 
using apps to create projects including text and pictures to describe items.  They enjoyed 
learning how to use free educational project based apps including Poplett and Pic Collage.  The 
fourth and fifth graders had the privilege of working with one of the school’s business partners, 
Alex Martin from the YMCA.  Mr. Martin taught the students how to use a new app called 
Hopscotch that allows students to create computer programs.  Students learned many new 
things using their iPADs.  We can’t wait to have another Technology Night! 
  
On January 31, the kindergarten team at Enterprise Elementary celebrated the 100th day of 
school with several different activities.  The first one that grabbed everyone's attention was the 
students got to dress up in the style of their favorite decade of the last century.  Many of the 
student's learned where poodle skirts and rock and roll first came from among many other 
different aspects of history.  The students also had the option of dressing up as if they were a 
100 year old person.  Among the many different stories, math activities and writing activities, the 
students truly enjoyed this significant day of the school year.  
  
The Forest Lake Elementary spelling bee was a great success.  Fourth grader Kelsey Marrero 
pulled off an exciting victory over fifth grader Tanner D'Errico in the final round of the school 
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bee.  The two had been battling back and forth for several rounds when Kelsey finally pulled out 
the victory.  Forest Lake would like to congratulate all of their spelling bee participants for 
another great school bee. 
  
Freedom Elementary won third place in the Seminole Towne Center’s Simon Scholars 
Program.  Receipts from purchases at the mall were collected and submitted by Freedom 
families, faculty and staff to earn points for the contest.  A $500 check was awarded to the 
school in January. The funds will help with school-wide technology.  Thank you to the Freedom 
family for supporting this fundraiser. 
  
Hinson Middle recently held their annual spelling bee competition.  Mr. Robert Wallace, 
principal of Seabreeze High, graciously acted as the official judge, Mrs. Peters, media specialist 
pronounced the words and Mrs. Ashton, language arts teacher, provided definitions and used 
the words in context when required.  The 34 contestants fought a fierce competition, with the 
rounds of play lasting more than two hours before the final five began the last round.  Those five 
bandied words for the top slot for about 20 minutes with Joanne Zhao, an 8th grader, finally 
emerging triumphant.  She will compete in the county spelling bee on March 4. 
  
Jeffrey Dean, a national communicator, counselor and author recently visited with Hinson 
Middle's 7th graders.  Mr. Dean a graduate of Belmont University in Tennessee, where he 
majored in both music and business, formed his own company and speaks to teens and adults 
in various venues across the country.  He is in his 21st year as a national communicator where 
he has spoken to more than 3 million people in more than 3,000 of our nation's public and 
private schools and colleges. According to Rolling Stone Magazine, Mr. Dean's hold-nothing-
back approach benefits teens for a lifetime. He came to Hinson to speak to 7th graders about 
issues that are important to students as they mature into young adults. 
  
The Hinson Middle math department is proud to announce that Hinson Middle school won the 
county Math Counts competition Saturday.  The school’s first team consisted of Abullah Afridi, 
Haoran (Ryan) Li, Grace Liu, and JoAnne Zhao.  The “B” or Alternate team consisted of Gigi 
Cheaitli, Conor Hodges, Abby Lorden and Ross Pierson.  Helen DeBerri and Amber Zaragosa 
also competed as alternates and performed very well.  Hinson occupied 5 of the top 10 
individual honors in the county.  Haoran (Ryan) Li – 2nd, JoAnne Zhao-4th, Grace Liu-5th, 
Abduallah Afridi-8th, and Gigi Chaehaitli 10th.  Congratulations to these students for their 
tremendous efforts and achievements. 
  
Horizon Elementary School 
Horizon Elementary joined with the Museum of Arts and Sciences for their annual Science Night 
on January 30.  Nearly 150 students and family members participated in 15 exciting science 
centers, consisting of activities, labs and experiments.  The science centers were facilitated by 
Horizon faculty and staff members.  Ten lucky students won the drawing for family passes to the 
Museum of Arts and Sciences in Daytona Beach.  Horizon thanks its PTA and sponsors for 
supporting science education. 
  
Horizon Elementary students raised $1300 on Hat Day, January 17, to benefit the American 
Cancer Society.  The students donated their pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters for the 
privilege of wearing their favorite hats during the school day.  Laura Combs' fifth-grade class 
collected the most money, making them the lucky winners of lunch provided by Golden Corral of 
Port Orange. 
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Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida! was a great success at New Smyrna Beach High.  All week 
long, teachers and students participated in a variety of literacy based events. On Monday, 
students enjoyed a band comprised of students and staff, original raps based on literature, and 
monologues and musical performances performed by Troupe 1903.  On Tuesday, students 
played literacy board and computer games and took part in The Art of Erasure.  Using the torn 
out pages of old novels, they created original poems through erasure—by crossing out, drawing 
over or creatively covering the words you don’t need.  During office hours on Thursday, students 
came to the library to hear about new young adult fiction, watch movie trailers based on popular 
novels, write their own book reviews and enjoy free refreshments. On Friday, the whole school 
was invited to dress up as their favorite author or character in a short story, novel, poem or comic 
book. It was a very successful week that reminded us all of the fun and importance of literacy.  
  
Congratulations to the 22 outstanding seniors selected by the New Smyrna Beach High faculty 
for the Class of 2014.  In order to be considered for this prestigious award, seniors had a list of 
criteria to meet which included conduct, citizenship, scholarship, extracurricular activities and 
leadership.  These "Outstanding Seniors of 2014" are club presidents, honor roll recipients, 
members, sports team captains and more.  Congratulations to Grace Crawford, D¹Cota Dixon, 
Cheyenne Drews, Danielle Gellermann, Tiffany Gushwa, Rachel Hadley, Erica Kochis, Andrew 
Landreville, Anthony Little, Miranda Meeks, Timothy Merrick, Scott Mosher, John Natoli-Henry, 
Robert Prosser, Zachary Rich-Zois, Hadeel Resheidat, Chandler Rosenke,  Katrina Spradlin, 
Eric Templeman, Christopher Tyson, Kaitlynn Wines and Lindsey Wofford. 
  
New Smyrna Beach High is proud of its two Gold Key winners in the Scholastic Art and Writing 
Awards, Zosia Ballin (junior, sculpture) and Acacia Zack (senior, photography portfolio), whose 
works are now qualified for national adjudication. Submissions are juried by luminaries in the 
visual and literary arts, some of whom are past award recipients. Panelists look for works that 
best exemplify originality, technical skill and the emergence of a personal voice or vision.  In the 
last five years alone, students across the U.S. submitted nearly 900,000 original works of art 
and writing. During that period, more than 60 top arts institutes and colleges have partnered 
with the Awards to make $40 million in scholarships and financial aid available to regional and 
national Scholastic Award winners. 
  
Kindergarten students at Ortona Elementary are making leaps and bounds in their writing 
skills.  Recently they integrated reading and writing by comparing and contrasting the day and 
night sky.  Their work samples are on display in the hallway so everyone can celebrate their 
accomplishment. 
  
Families at Osceola Elementary participated in a Sensational Science Night on January 21.  
Participants rotated through seven stations completing fun and engaging science activities.  The 
media center was packed with eager junior scientists.  Many teachers and the administrative 
team were on hand to guide the families through this scienceriffic evening. 
  
The Osteen Elementary 4th grade book club members love books so much, that they wanted to 
share their love of reading with younger students.  The group of students picked out library books 
that they liked as younger students and read them in pairs to a kindergarten class.  The 4th 
graders encouraged the kindergarteners to read out-loud the words they already knew.  The 4th 
graders were incredibly patient with our younger students and extremely kind.  The 
kindergarteners really enjoyed having the "big kids" visit with them and read to them. 
  
The school spelling bee at Pierson Elementary took place on January 22.  The judges for the 
spelling bee were: Ms. Candace Lankford, school board chairman; Mrs. Kim Hutcherson, 
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principal intern at Taylor Middle-High School, and Mr. Robert Greenlund, Pierson town council 
member.  The pronouncer was Dr. Cathy Cortés, reading coach at Pierson Elementary.  Tinley 
L. was named the school champion and Itzia C. was named the runner-up.  They will compete in 
the county spelling bee on March 4.  All 34 of the pre-kindergarten through fifth-grade classroom 
winners received a trophy, a ribbon and a certificate. 
  
Pine Ridge High took first place at regional competition in Biomedical Debate.  The team of 
Katie Wojtuniak, Meghan Reuter, Desiree Harrison and Patrick King will be moving on to state 
competition in April.  Morgan Miller placed 4th in Medical Terminology, which is a very tough, 
competitive event.  The HOSA (Health Occupations Students of America) team is coached by 
Michelle King. 
  
Three Pine Ridge High girls, Charnese Williams, Renee McNabb and Xyomara Yepez, 
attended the Girls State Wrestling Tournament with more than 200 girls from around the state.  
Charnese placed 4th in the state in her weight class and Xyomara placed 3rd in the state in her 
weight class.  These student athletes made school history by not only being among the first girls 
from Pine Ridge to attend the event, but also as the first ones to ever place in this state 
tournament.  The girls are coached by Eric Poyner.  
  
The Pine Ridge High drama department is presenting “Godspell,” a musical by Steven Swartz, 
at 7 p.m., March 6 – 8.  Cost for students is $5 and $9 for adults.  The production is open to the 
public. 
  
Read-Pattillo Elementary’s PE coach, Letasha Robertson, and art teacher, Amy Fernandez, 
organized the school’s first Bicycle and Pedestrian Night on January 21.  The theme was “Mark” 
My Words:  Helmets Save Lives.  This was in memory of Mark Moore, who passed away in 
September 2013 following a bicycling accident.  Students were fitted with helmets and used paint 
markers to personalize them.  There was a bike safety Bingo game and Lego station.  A safety 
video was shown and information was distributed to students and parents. 
  
Congratulations to Southwestern Middle’s 7th grade spelling bee winner, Joseph Becker. 
 Joseph was among 26 students who participated in the January 16 spelling bee. 
 Congratulations to runner up 6th grader, India Sapp. 
  
Benjamin Herstein, Southwestern Middle student, has been accepted into the esteemed 
American Hebrew Academy Honor Society.  The Academy, An International Jewish college-
prep boarding school, recently extended invitations to a select number of students worldwide for 
admittance into its exclusive organization.  Now in its fifth year, the American Hebrew Academy 
Honor Society is an international honor society that acknowledges exceptional 8th and 9th 
grade students, like Benjamin, who have demonstrated excellence in academics, athletics, the 
arts, leadership and service to their communities.  The Honor Society is modeled after the 
National Honor Society, receiving recommendations, applicant questionnaires and transcripts in 
an effort to identify the most outstanding young Jewish students in the US and beyond.  Along 
with the other Honor Society inductees, Benjamin has the opportunity to compete for substantial 
annual merit-based scholarships to attend the American Hebrew Academy.  Students 
nominated and accepted into the American Hebrew Academy Honor Society are not required to 
attend the Academy.  Benjamin will receive an impressive award certificate designed by world 
renowned artist, Mordecai Rosenstein.   
  
Congratulations to Mr. Michael Clark and his Southwestern Middle Robotics Club, the 
Technical Tigers.  They competed in the “Beaches Robo Blast” held at Jacksonville Beach 
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Elementary.  Club members who participated in all three robot rounds were: Justin Alvarado, 
Matthew Jolliffe, Benjamin Herstein, Robert Junkins, Clayton Clifton, Jacob Smith, David Jolliffe 
and Cole Mannebach. 
  
Timbercrest Elementary recently hosted a fourth and fifth grade spelling bee contest.  Thirty-
one students competed in this exciting and competitive event.  Stevon W. (5th grade) won the 
spelling bee with the word “cumbersome.”  Mykayla S. (5th grade) was the school runner-up. 
 They will represent the Timbercrest Tigers at the Volusia County Spelling Bee on March 4. 
 Former Timbercrest principal, Dr. Mary Cool, was the pronouncer for the spelling bee.  Jeanne 
Whitehead, Andrea Luckart, and Cheryl Fitzpatrick had the very stressful job of judging the 
spelling and making final judgments.  Many thanks to all of the volunteers who organized and 
helped with this event. 
  
Spruce Creek Elementary was very fortunate to be able to host an incredible training.  On 
January 25, teachers and administrators were given the opportunity to collaborate in the Kagan 
Structures Level II workshop.  There were 31 attendees, which included over half the school’s 
teachers.  The goal of this workshop was to help increase student achievement through the use 
of Hierarchy of Learning in the classroom, planning instruction, assessment of student activities 
and student learning.  The cooperative learning training was a great professional development 
opportunity to help students succeed. 
  
On January 17, leaders from the community, including the mayor, county and city council 
members, school district leaders, chamber of commerce members and business partners 
participated in Spruce Creek Elementary’s second annual "Leaders as Readers" event.  They 
were treated to a continental breakfast while Ms. Kaye, principal, welcomed everyone.  Each 
leader had a special book to read to a class.  Intermediate students heard “Each Kindness” by 
Jacqueline Woodson, and primary students heard the book “Those Shoes” by Maribeth Boelts.  
Both of the books dealt with the theme of being kind to others.  The week and its culminating 
event were a huge success and plans are in the works for next year. 
  
The week of January 13 - 17 was an exciting week at Spruce Creek Elementary.  The students 
began their week by participating in the Million Minute Reading Marathon.  Students discussed 
books on Tuesday with a "Hats Off" to Reading Day.  Students wore hats with the name of their 
favorite books on them.  Even pre-K students were excited about their favorite stories.  Other 
days included Score Big with Books, Bobcats Read to Succeed and Tickle Your Toes with a 
Good Book.  Mrs. Carol Johnson's class won the guesstimate of Dum Dum lollipops (Don't be a 
dum dum, read to succeed) to share amongst their class.  Mrs. Beverly Mattila, media specialist, 
coordinated the student activities. 
  
Spruce Creek High students, Owen Kelly and Priya Sathyanarayan, were selected to attend 
the annual University of Florida Junior Science, Engineering and Humanities Symposium in 
Gainesville.  Owen and Priya were two of only 25 students from the state selected to present 
their research projects at the symposium.  Both students made the final round and will go on to 
represent the state of Florida at the National JSEHS competition.  Congratulations to SCHS 
Science Hawks. 
  
Spruce Creek High’s Mu Alpha Theta students placed at the regional math competition in Lake 
Mary.  Suraj Singireddy placed in the individual pre-calculus category; Suraj Singireddy, Joshua 
Pollock, Matthew D’Antonio and Tala Saboung placed in the team category for pre-calculus; 
Oisin Harrington, Preston Rasmussen, Sam Swanson and Ben Genereaux each placed in the 
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individual category for calculus.  Congratulations to these Spruce Creek Mathletes for all their 
hard work. 
  
Congratulations to Spruce Creek High’s Cadet Captain Kevin T. for being selected the Civil Air 
Patrol Southeast Region Phase III Cadet of the Year.  This is an extreme honor and 
accomplishment.  Best of luck to Kevin at the national level. 
  
The National Endowment for the Arts and Poetry Foundation and U.S. state arts agencies 
partnered to support Poetry Out Loud, a contest that encourages the nation's youth to learn 
about great poetry through memorization and recitation. The program helps students master 
public speaking skills, build self-confidence and learn about their literary heritage. Spruce 
Creek High teacher, Holly Ward, hosted the school’s Poetry Out Loud contest.  The five finalists 
were Wyatt A., Kailee H., Kristy K., Gabriel S., and Jillian M.  Jillian was selected as the overall 
winner and will represent Spruce Creek High at the state competition.  Way to go future poets! 
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad: Mazda Motorsports Presentation at 
DeLand High. 
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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