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Be There 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
The longest-lasting gift you can give to your child is to Be There. 

  
Winter Break 
  
The second grading period ends Thursday, December 19.  Friday, December 20, is a teacher 
duty day/student holiday.  Schools and district offices will be closed to the public beginning 
Monday, December 23 and will reopen on Tuesday, January 7. Grades will be available on the 
ParentPortal January 8 and report cards be distributed Thursday, January 14.   
  
High School Showcase Event Next Week 
The 8th Annual High School Showcase Event will be held on Thursday, December 12, at the 
Volusia County Fairground's Tommy Lawrence Arena from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The purpose of 
the High School Showcase Event is for middle school students and their parents to learn about 
the outstanding programs and career academies available to high school students in Volusia 
County Schools.  
  
For the 2014-2015 school year, Volusia County Schools is offering 34 career academies 
integrated into five high schools in west Volusia and five high schools in east Volusia. School 
representatives and career academy students will be on hand at the High School Showcase 
Event to provide program and career academy information and to answer questions. The 
District Career Academy Application will be available beginning December 12 at the High 
School Showcase Event. Printed District Career Academy Applications will also be available in 
all middle school and high school guidance offices, as well as online after December 12.  For 
more information contact: Dr. Kristin Pierce, 386-734-7190 x20642 or Dr. Amy Hall, 386-734-
7190 x20658.   
  
Students Vie for Top Spot in Environmental Competition 
  
On Saturday, December 7, students from eight of Volusia’s high schools will compete in the 
Envirothon district competition at Spruce Creek Park, 6250 Ridgewood Ave., Port Orange, from 
8:30 a.m. to noon.  Each school has a team consisting of five students and one alternate.  As a 
group, the team will take five tests, which are designed by judges who use the Florida 



Envirothon materials. Each student will receive a t-shirt and the top three teams will receive 
trophies.  The winning team will advance to state competition in April.  
  
The Florida Envirothon is a problem-solving, natural resource education program for high school 
students.  It is a field-oriented program in which students, working in teams of five, learn to use 
critical thinking skills, work as a team and develop problem-solving and communications skills to 
answer written questions or conduct hands-on investigations about environmental issues.  The 
program focuses on the following five areas of study: Aquatic Ecology, Forestry, Soils/Land 
Use, Wildlife, and Current Environmental Issue.  The current environmental issue is different 
each year; this year’s issue is sustainable agriculture.  
  
Volusia Students Chosen as Florida “All-State” Musicians 
  
Sixty-two students from Volusia County Schools in grades 5 through 12 were selected as 
Florida "All-State" musicians.  These individuals were chosen through a statewide 
audition process consisting of many thousands of students.  As a result of their achievements, 
these students will perform in various musical ensembles at the 2013-2014 Professional 
Development Conference of the Florida Music Educators Association on January 8-10, 2014 in 
Tampa.  Earning selection to a Florida All-State music ensemble is one of the most prestigious 
honors a school musician can achieve.  This is a tribute to their individual musical talents as well 
as the quality instruction they receive from their music teachers. Please take a moment to 
congratulate these students and their teachers on their outstanding accomplishments. 
  
News of Note 

  
Atlantic High’s Theatre Department attended the Florida Thespian District 3 Festival last 
month led by the school’s new Theatre Teacher, Tara Whitman.  Ms. Whitman and 35 students 
represented the school.  Their one-act play, Country Gothic, received great compliments from 
the judges and the students brought home a trophy for Superior One Act Tech.  Rachel 
Reynolds won the award for All-Star Cast.  The students also competed in many individual 
events and did great.  Congratulations to Kiersten Bartholomew and Theresa Chapman who 
received straight Superiors on their events.  The students will now prepare these events to take 
to the state festival in March. 
  
Chisholm Elementary students in third to fifth grades recently received Red Ribbon bracelets 
from the People for Drug Free Youth and signed pledges to live drug free.  Jenn Fike, D.A.R.E. 
officer from the New Smyrna Beach Police Department, was on hand for a variety of activities 
that students and teachers participated in during Red Ribbon Week. 
  
Arriving at Chisholm Elementary prior to the start of school or dismissal time will definitely 
brighten your day.  Carolyn, the school crossing guard with the Volusia County Sheriff’s 
Department, will very likely be accompanied by “Silver, the Crossing Cat.”  Silver, a neighborhood 
cat, befriended Carolyn when school started this year.  He began joining her each morning and 
afternoon for duty.  As time went by, the children and parents became accustomed to Silver’s 
presence as Carolyn’s assistant.  Carolyn purchased Silver his own “crossing belt” making him 
Chisholm’s first official “crossing cat.”  Carolyn recently adopted Silver at the request of the 
former owner.  Carolyn said, “Silver’s duties are to watch the children and make them smile.”  
Be sure to watch for Silver while driving by Chisholm Elementary, he will make you smile too. 
  
Amazing ..…in just seven short days, almost $2,500 was collected by Creekside Middle 
students for the Pasta for Pennies campaign. The proceeds benefit the Leukemia and 
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Lymphoma Societies.  The largest donations were from Ms. Triboletti's class, Ms. Bianchi's 
class and Ms. Caton's class. 
  
The Cypress Creek Elementary marching band is a one-of-a-kind marching band.  They will 
perform, led by Mary Ada Kidd and Julia Hood, in the Port Orange Christmas parade.  The band 
includes harps, bells, recorders, drums and an organist.  Unique, uncommon and beyond!  
Cypress Creek Elementary also continues to be a Music Demonstration School through 2015 
for all of Florida. Cypress Creek Otters are amazingly, musically gifted. 
  
Over 100 Cypress Creek Elementary families joined business partners and more than 40 
faculty members for the annual Math-O-FUN (Otter Families Understanding New standards) for 
an amazing night of math in action.  A "Math in the Real World" Expo started the event as 
several business partners, Bethune-Cookman baseball players, Daytona State STEM students, 
and faculty demonstrated math being used in real-life situations.  Games, simulations and rich 
math discussions provided opportunities for families to see just have relevant and prevalent 
math is.  From card games to shopping sprees to School Way Café math was everywhere. 
 Families then selected three sessions to attend to see math strategies in action.  Classrooms 
were filled while teachers demonstrated mental math, operation and problem solving strategies 
emphasizing the eight standards for mathematical practices.  Thanks to generous grants from 
FUTURES and the Daytona State University STEM Community Scholars Program, families 
were treated to a "Keep Calm Think Math" tote bag.  To continue using the strategies shared 
that evening, the bag was filled with games, activities and math manipulatives. 
  
In November, the Cypress Creek Elementary Music Department led by Mary Ada Kidd and 
Julia Hood, hosted the 5th Annual Cypress Creek Hoedown.  Third and fourth grade students 
and their families gathered to share an evening of singing, dancing, food and fellowship.  The 
group had a fun time singing such toe-tapping tunes as “Rocky Top” and “Oh, Susanna.” 
 Recorder students shared their skills with the song “This Land is Your Land.”  Everyone joined 
in dancing to the “Old Brass Wagon,” “Bo Diddley” and “Alabama Gal,” as well as several line 
dances. 
  
Cypress Creek Elementary fifth grade student, Sophia Zimonopoulos, received an Award of 
Excellence at the recent Halifax Art Festival student display.  Along with the award she received 
$190.  Her proud teacher is Ektemal Francis-Hana 
  
The sixth graders in Mrs. Mann and Ms. Cohen's World History classes at DeLand Middle 
spent a day climbing Mt. Everest.  As a class they held a rope and trekked up to Base Camp 
(wearing their jackets and holding their supplies in their backpacks).  They traversed the Hillary 
Step, the Khumbu ice fall and walked across a crevasse using a ladder.  At the end, each student 
rolled a die to see if they summitted, had to turn back or perished on the mountain.  The 
conditions were harsh and cold, but most of them made it successfully. 
  
Deltona High’s new online literary arts magazine, Howl (DeltonaHowl.com), is an after-school 
organization staffed by students and advised by English teacher Dylan Emerick-Brown.  The 
goal of Howl is two-fold: 1) to teach high school students how to write creatively and clearly in 
their own voices; analyze, evaluate, and edit others’ work; learn about the writing/editing field as 
a career option; and overall, expand their minds to the world outside of Deltona and 2) to 
provide the world with quality selections of literature to read and learn from.  Students read, edit 
and publish poetry, fiction, non-fiction and art from submissions gained either from other 
Deltona High students or from international submissions that come in from across the globe, 
giving students real-time, real-world insight into the world in which they live.  They also have 
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partnered with Other Press, Chicago Review Press and other publishers to read advanced 
copies of books and write real book reviews.  Designers in the class have created website 
content, web banners, t-shirt designs and more all while learning about the process of graphic 
designing as part of a staff from beginning to end.  Additionally, the students get to interview 
acclaimed writers and publishers from around the world either via Skype (face-to-face, so to 
speak) or email.  So far, students have interviewed or are currently slated to interview: Robert 
Pinsky – former US Poet Laureate, Diane McWhorter – Pulitzer Prize winner in fiction, Elizabeth 
Strout – Pulitzer Prize winner in fiction, Paul Harding – Pulitzer Prize winner in fiction, Lois 
Lowry – author of The Giver, Lauren Kate – author of The Fallen series, David Levithan – author 
of Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist, John Duff – Vice President and Editor for Perigee Books, a 
division of Penguin Books, Barbara Epler – Editor-in-Chief of New Directions, and Yuval Taylor 
– Editor for the Chicago Review Press.  The staff of Howl does everything that a professional 
literary magazine does, and then some.  The experience they gain is valuable for continued 
success in the classroom as well as for future endeavors in the literary arts.  Their passion and 
drive is what runs the website and new, innovative ideas are always spawning from weekly 
meetings.  The group is looking forward to setting new goals, expanding their minds and 
contributing to the global literary conversation. 
  
Deltona High Army JROTC hosted its annual Thanksgiving Food Drive called “Operation 
Thanksgiving 2013,” to support families throughout the Deltona community.  For the ninth year in 
a row, in collaboration with the faculty, staff, students and teachers of Deltona High; canned 
goods and basic shelf food items were collected to support 30 families in the area.  In addition, to 
receiving basic shelf food items, each family also received a turkey, ham, potatoes, yams, 
stuffing, vegetables and dessert to round out their Thanksgiving feast.  The turkey and full 
Thanksgiving dinner (plus three full additional meals), were donated by JROTC cadets from 
proceeds raised through fundraising.  Deltona High JROTC thanks everyone at their school who 
helped make this service project possible through their generosity and support.  
  
Edgewater Public’s Parent Teacher Association recently hosted the annual Thanksgiving Feast.  
Over 400 guests enjoyed roasted turkey, prepared by the New Smyrna Beach High School’s 
Culinary Department, mashed potatoes, corn, green beans and assorted desserts.  Different 
grade levels were responsible for the side dishes, desserts were supplied by the Edgewater 
Public faculty and staff and the PTA supplied the turkeys.  Safety Patrols, Kiwanis Kids, and the 
faculty and staff served at the event.  It was a wonderful event and the family atmosphere at 
Edgewater Public School was confirmed once again. 
  
Freedom Elementary kindergarten and first grade classes participated in Vehicle Day last 
month.  Students heard presentations from many companies and organizations including the 
DeLand Police Department, the Red Cross, BrightHouse, Mosquito Control, Votran and many 
more.  The kids learned about different vehicles and their uses.  They also learned about 
community helpers.  The classes will extend their learning by writing thank you letters including 
the information they found most interesting. 
  
New teachers at Friendship Elementary were recently offered the opportunity to join Pride 
Elementary teachers at a Kagan Cooperative Learning training.  Throughout the day, teachers 
learned the importance of classroom management, team building, class building, and more 
importantly, the true meaning of cooperative learning.  The teachers transformed into students 
as they learned the Kagan structures by actually engaging in the activity itself.  The instructor 
modeled each of seven activities, explained why the activity was important and listed the 
benefits of implementing them in classrooms.  Not only did teachers learn how this will work to 
improve student achievement, but how it will improve the overall classroom environment.  This 
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training was a great benefit to the teachers who look forward to turning their classrooms into 
“Kagan classrooms.” 
  
During the month of November, Valerie Fernandez-Pardo, ESOL (English for Speakers of Other 
Languages) teacher at Friendship Elementary held an ESOL Parent Leadership Council 
luncheon for the parents of the students she serves daily.  The goal of the meeting was to 
educate parents on Common Core State Standards, media resources and a FUTURES literacy 
grant earned by Mrs. Pardo.  Parents were also educated on FCAT and CELLA 
(Comprehensive English Language Learning Assessment) testing.  Mrs. Clark, a representative 
from Daytona State College, provided parents with information on ESOL classes and financial 
assistance offered to adult learners of English at the Deltona branch. 
  
Hinson Middle's orchestra, led by Ms. Finn, has been working hard in anticipation of auditions 
for the annual Volusia All-County Middle School Orchestra.  The following orchestra students 
auditioned and were selected to perform at the All-County Orchestra in January, representing 
Hinson Middle School. First Violins: Brenda Hwang, Sharadha Sreenivasa, Camryn Biza; 
Second Violins: Julia Fedorova; Violas: Catherine Contino, Keniyah Smith, Lexi Torres; and 
Cello: Brittany Jones.  Congratulation to these students and their orchestra teacher Ms. Finn. 
  
Hinson Middle had its first huddle/meeting for The Fellowship of Christian Athletes Club on the 
afternoon of November 19.  Over 40 students and teachers attended this event, listening to a 
guest speaker athlete, enjoying good food, and being inspired by amazing music. This program 
was organized strictly by students and the club is building. 
  
Hinson Middle’s Culinary Arts classes have once again risen to the challenge in their Fall Food 
Drive. Mrs. Mittelhaeuser's classes sponsored the annual food drive which benefits the Jerry 
Doliner Food Bank.  Students donated over 600 items to be distributed to families in need in 
Volusia County during this holiday season. 
  
Indian River Elementary made a difference this holiday season.  Students, staff and parents 
helped school families in need through a program called Thanksgiving Basket Brigade.  This 
was a volunteer effort which involved anonymous deliveries of Thanksgiving dinner baskets to 
school families in Volusia County.  Mr. Maman, guidance counselor, Mrs. Theresa Cameron and 
Ms. Wendy Wilson, FFEA advisors, FFEA members and their parents were responsible for 
collecting the food and gift cards and assembling the baskets. 
  
The Extended Day program of Indian River Elementary collected 85 jackets, 85 jeans/pants, 
75 shirts. two pairs of shoes, eight hats, six pairs of gloves and over 30 pounds of food and 
personal items to be donated the Gifts of Love Food Bank and the homeless of the Edgewater 
and New Smyrna Beach area.  Mrs. Karen Chadwick, facilitator of the Extended Day program 
said this was a combined effort of the students, parents, grandparents and staff and that this 
was just the beginning.  The Extended Day Students are truly learning the gift of giving during 
this holiday season. 
  
The McInnis Elementary PTA recently sponsored its first school-wide Walk-A-Thon.  The event 
was a fundraiser for classroom supplies and to ensure available funding for students who 
cannot afford field trips.  Students recruited sponsors to donate cash for them to walk the track.  
The top fundraising students were eligible for prizes and the opportunity to receive a free ice 
cream. 
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The curriculum enrichment club at Osteen Elementary held a pet food drive to collect dog and 
cat food for local shelters.  The students really stepped up and the school collected 320 pounds 
of pet food.   The classroom with the most donations received an ice cream party.  Kudos to 
Osteen students for helping needy animals! 
  
The Student Council at Pathways Elementary purchased and planted a crepe myrtle on the 
school grounds.  The tree was dedicated to the memory of Gene Russo during a ceremony on 
Monday, November 25. Miss Gene was a beloved office volunteer for several years.  Her giving 
spirit, her vitality and her can-do attitude will always be remembered.  At the age of 97, Mrs. 
Russo continued to come into the office to volunteer as often as she could. 
  
Pathways Elementary student council members from 3rd through 5th grade collected canned 
goods and purchased 36 turkeys to help make Thanksgiving a little more special for some of our 
families.  During the month of November, the school held a very successful canned food drive in 
order to help some of our own families in need at Pathways.  Student council voted to use some 
of the funds raised to purchase the 36 turkeys to help make our Thanksgiving baskets 
complete.  Student council sponsor, Mr. Kent, was pleased that the student council 
representatives voted to continue this very worthwhile event.  "It always makes me proud when 
these students step up to the plate and knock it out of the park for others in a time of need".  
Thanksgiving baskets went home with families before Thanksgiving. 
  
Pine Trail Elementary students help to make the Thanksgiving holiday a little brighter for 
families needing some help this year.  Students brought in enough food and holiday items to fill 
eight nicely wrapped Thanksgiving baskets. 
  
Pine Trail Elementary principal, Susan Persis, was selected by the Florida Council of 
Instructional Technology Leaders (FCITL) as Volusia County’s Innovative Principal of the Year.  
 She now proceeds to the state level competition.  Mrs. Persis has made great strides to ensure 
that Pine Trail is a school for 21st century learners and the students, staff and faculty are proud 
of her for “pioneering” the trail in the area of technology. 
  
Pride Elementary congratulates 3rd grade teacher, Melanie Roberts.  Melanie ran in the 
Chicago Marathon on October 13.  This was Melanie's 7th marathon and one that she had 
wanted to do for more three years.  She said it was her dream marathon.  Melanie's finish time 
was 4:33:16 which was her fastest marathon time.  She placed 21,114 overall out of 
approximately 45,000 runners.  She placed 7,540 out of 17,393 women.  Melanie shared, "It 
was a really fun race!  The highlight at the end was that I got to meet the female first place 
finisher Rita Jeptoo who finished in 2:19:57." 
  
Members of the Southwestern Middle model airplane club, known as "Southwestern Airlines" 
have been attending "Young Eagle" flights this past year.  Recently, five students attended this 
event and after their flights went to the DeLand Model Airplane Club where they flew with the 
"Southwestern Airlines" trainer and former Southwestern Middle School student, James 
Stewart, as the instructor.  On the third Saturday of each month youth ages 9 to 17 may go to 
the Experimental Aircraft Association hanger at the DeLand Airport (east hanger complex) for a 
free ride in a private aircraft owned by the EAA members.  A breakfast of pancakes and sausage 
is available for purchase at $3. 
  
Last month, Southwestern Middle held a “Star Wars Reading and the Arts” event after school. 
 The goal of the event was to show how Star Wars connects to just about every subject area. 
 During the school day, there was a Star Wars costume contest with prizes.  After school, 
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stations in and around the media center allowed students to match Star Wars events to real 
historical events on a time line, to visit the different geographical settings on various Star Wars 
planets, to identify Star Wars characters, themes, and mythic archetypes, and to play Star Wars 
trivia.  Students were able to perform scenes from the book William Shakespeare’s “Star Wars: 
Verily, A New Hope.”  At one station, students were introduced to the themes and variations 
present in John William’s musical scores for all six movies.  There was even food for sale, 
including pizza, snacks and Star Wars cookbook treats like Yoda Soda and Wookie Cookies. 
 The Force was with Southwestern Middle! 
  
In November, Spruce Creek High’s Academy of Finance (AOF) hosted its biennial Leadership 
Conference for the students enrolled in the academy.  The conference featured keynote speaker, 
Joe Coury, who spoke about “Effective Leadership Qualities.”  Several AOF students presented 
a skit entitled, “What Not To Wear” which provided the audience with examples and non-
examples of appropriate professional attire.  Following the keynote speaker’s address, students 
attended two breakout sessions.  There were 18 business community members (five of them AOF 
alumni) who spoke on topics such as communication skills, career options, networking and first 
impressions/interview skills.  The conference concluded with a dinner catered by Olive Garden.  
  
Sweetwater Elementary had great participation in the FUTURES 5K/8K run in November. 
Dominica Stanger, a fifth grade teacher, won the 8K 25-29 female race (after she ran an earlier 
race that morning) and Kristiana Cummins, a fifth grader, won the female 14 and under 5K race. 
She has been training at Sweetwater through the Girls on the Run Program this fall.  A huge 
congratulations to these runners from Sweetwater.  
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad: National Magazine Recognizes 
New Smyrna Beach Middle.   
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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