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Be There 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Instead of trading presents, ask your child to do something special for a charity as a gift to you. 

  
Winter Break 
  
The second grading period ends today.  Friday, December 20, is a teacher duty day/student 
holiday.  Schools and district offices will be closed to the public beginning Monday, December 
23 and will reopen on Tuesday, January 7. Grades will be available on the ParentPortal January 
8 and report cards be distributed Thursday, January 14.   
  
Teacher of the Year Finalists Announced 
  
Each of Volusia County's public schools selected a Teacher of the Year, chosen by their peers, 
to compete for the honor of Volusia County School District's 2015 Teacher of the Year. The five 
finalists for the top honor are: 

•         Debra Abadia, 4th grade, Spruce Creek Elementary 
•         Amy M. Dempsey, Language Arts, Heritage Middle 
•         Grace Kellermeier, French, New Smyrna Beach High 
•         Emily Kristine Light, Music, Champion Elementary 
•         Michelle Swint, English and AP Language and Composition, Pine Ridge High 

  
A Teacher of the Year sub-committee spent more than a week reading every application to 
select 15 semi-finalists.  Those applications were then read and ranked by a larger committee 
that chose the finalists.  The finalists will be visited by a team responsible for determining who 
will be named the district’s winner.  The decision is based on observing teaching in the 
classroom and an individual interview with each candidate. The name of the winner will be kept 
confidential until the night of the awards ceremony.  The awards ceremony will be held at 6 p.m. 
on Friday, February 28, at the Hilton Daytona Beach Ocean Walk and is co-sponsored by 
FUTURES Foundation and the Daytona Regional Chamber of Commerce.   
  
The district Teacher of the Year will be nominated for the state Teacher of the Year program 
and will serve as Volusia’s representative of quality education throughout the 2014-15 school 
year.  The current Volusia County Teacher of the Year is Emily Edwards, formerly of Starke 
Elementary and currently at Citrus Grove Elementary.  



  
ArtHaus Presents “Wee Create! 2013” 
  
An exhibit featuring artworks by kindergarten students in Volusia County is now open at the 
ArtHaus, 3840 Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange.  The exhibit will continue through Friday, 
January 17. 
  
News of Note 

  
Special thanks to Atlantic High sponsor, Ronnie Garrett and to all the members Fin’esse 
(Atlantic’s elite society club) who brightened the lives for every individual student in Atlantic’s 
multi-VE program by sharing their time and purchasing gifts.  The Fin’esse members individually 
wrapped and delivered a special unique gift to each student.  After the gift exchange, the 
Fin’esse Club members were treated to fresh baked cookies and other snacks made by the 
multi-VE students.  Later, the students played a very competitive game of UNO and enjoyed 
other activities.  
  
Blue Lake Elementary held is Math Fun Night at Publix on last month.  Blue Lake does the 
Math Fun Night in conjunction with Doug MacIsaac from the Stetson College of Education.  The 
students used their math skills in real-life situations while shopping in a grocery store.  They 
were asked grade-level appropriate questions, such as how much does a certain brand of 
cereal cost; compare it to the cost of another brand; which is more expensive.  Or, how much 
does a 12 oz jar of brand x peanut butter and a 12 oz jar of brand y jelly cost?  The student's 
had a great time applying their math knowledge.  Eighty-two students and their parents 
participated in this fun night. 
  
Blue Lake Elementary held their annual Holiday Food Drive in November.  The students, 
faculty and staff donated over 400 items.  The Safety Patrol, under the guidance of Coach 
Jones, was the key to collecting the food from all the classrooms and taking it to the Family 
Center.  Because of the generosity of the Blue Lake family, they were able to provide 24 
Thanksgiving meals and 15 winter holiday meals.  Blue Lake Elementary was enthusiastic about 
being able to help so many families. 
  
Fifty-five students from Champion Elementary had the unique honor of receiving 10 awards at 
the Jim Harbin Media Festival sponsored by the Florida Association for Media in Education last 
month.  This group of students, sponsored by Media Specialist Jacqueline Ouellette, produced 
video entries in 10 different categories.  They made public service announcements, news 
shows, book trailers, documentaries, a comedy show, B-Movie, and interviews with authors in 
both grades K-2 and 3-5 categories.  The students were proud to accept three 1st place trophies, 
four 2nd place trophies and three 3rd place trophies.  Before the videos make the state 
competition they must qualify at the county level and then win first place in their region.  This is 
a record number of wins for Champion Elementary at the state level.  Last year Champion won 
seven trophies and was ecstatic to beat that record with winning 10 trophies.  Students were 
thrilled with their trip to Orlando where many said they felt like movie stars wearing matching 
winning T shirts, riding on a charter bus and concluding the day by eating at a sit down 
restaurant.  At the conclusion of the day many students were already working on their scripts for 
next year’s entries. 
  
Stetson University and Volusia County schools have been recognized for outstanding campus-
community partnerships by the Florida Campus Compact, winning first place by the Florida 
Campus Compact (FLCC).  Stetson University and Volusia County Schools have been 
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collaborating for over sixteen years in K-12 education reform through Professional Development 
Schools.  Citrus Grove Elementary is proud to be a part of the Professional Development 
School community providing positive student outcomes, teacher candidate preparation, and 
educator professional development.  The Florida Campus Compact promotes cooperation 
between education, community, government, and business leaders on critical social and 
economic issues. 
  
Ms. Young presented “Summer Reading is Magical” at the 41st annual Florida Association for 
Media in Education Conference in Orlando.  Ms. Young’s session shared the results of Citrus 
Grove Elementary’s summer library program which includes story time, Reading Counts 
assistance, Technology Club, family book clubs and personalized reading plans for students.  
Some themes from last summer’s library program included Camp Citrus Grove, Folk and Fairy 
Tales, Pirates and Dinosaurs.  Family book clubs centered around “The Miraculous Journey of 
Edward Tulane” and “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone,” which is one of Ms. Young‘s 
personal favorites. 
  
Jose Castillo from Winn-Dixie Pharmacy and Sara Bennett, University of Florida pharmacy intern, 
presented an educational program to Citrus Grove Elementary kindergarten, first and second 
graders about germs and how they are spread.  Each group saw a PowerPoint that discussed 
proper hand washing techniques, and how to prevent the spread of germs.  A demonstration 
using glitter to represent germs showed children how long you must wash your hands to get 
them clean. 
  
Mr. Martin, Citrus Grove Elementary fifth grade teacher, was one of 20 teachers selected to 
attend the MAVEN launch on November 18 at Cape Canaveral, Florida.  Mr. Martin was chosen 
because he is a student in the Lockheed Martin Kindergarten-8 Math and Science Instruction 
Master’s program at the University of Central Florida.  MAVEN stands for Mars Atmosphere and 
Volatile Evolution Mission.  The spacecraft will orbit Mars to learn more about the planet’s upper 
atmosphere, how it has changed over time and what the causes for those changes might be.  
The MAVEN spacecraft was built by Lockheed Martin in Littleton, Colorado and is solar 
powered.  Learn more about the MAVEN mission at http://www.nasa.gov/MAVEN.  
  
Citrus Grove Elementary had a lovely art display at the DeLand Fall Festival of the Arts. 
 Students did a great job of representing the school with their outstanding work.  
Congratulations to Katelynn H. who won the Award of Excellence with a prize of $25 for her 
outstanding pumpkin picture.  Five Art Club students have had their drawings selected to 
decorate the finance reports for the Volusia County School Board Finance Department. They 
will each receive a copy of the report cover.  Congratulations to Ada Chen, Anna Chen, Amhya 
Poole, Olea Loughmiller and Wyatt Wilson. 
  
Two of Cypress Creek Elementary’s first graders had their self portraits selected by Volusia 
County Schools to be premiered on the front cover of the Operating Budget and Financial 
Reports.  Congratulations to Kaeden Prospect and Jana Holsten and their art teacher who 
guided them, Ektemal Francis-Hanna. 
  
DeBary Elementary is proud and honored to have creative, dedicated students who created 
artwork and displays for DeBary's Anniversary Celebration. The projects are on display at City 
Hall in DeBary and they were also displayed during the City Council meeting in December at the 
Chambers. Fifth graders Sydney Hansen and Keely Colgan, won 1st place for their "Wonders of 
DeBary" project.  Fifth graders, Christina Manfredi, Jordan Redmond, Andrea Lectura and Kayla 
Rogers won 2nd place for their project "DeBary History."  Fourth grader, Brooke Ferrara won 
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the creativity award for her project "The Charm of DeBary's Past."  A special thank you to Mrs. 
Pam Howard and Mrs. Peg McAllister for all their help with the projects.  
  
Glee, musical theatre class at Deltona Middle, was asked to perform at The Fun Spot in 
Orlando last week.  Mrs. Erin Bond took 35 singers and dancers to the fun park and enjoyed the 
rides after their performance. 
  
The Deltona High Health Services Academy sponsored “Operation Christmas Box,” which is a 
“drive” for children in the local community who are less fortunate and deserve to be celebrated 
during the holidays.  The Health Services Academy students collected new and unwrapped 
toys, gadgets, school supplies and toiletries which will be placed into a shoe box and delivered 
to the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home in Enterprise on December 20. Academy 
students participating in this endeavor are able to earn community service hours for their 
participation and assistance in preparing the shoe boxes.  Each grade level in the academy was 
assigned a predetermined age group and gender to prepare boxes for, to ensure that there was 
something for everyone upon delivery.  The Health Services Academy is working with Volunteer 
Coordinator Lynn Bellamy at the local Children’s Home on this project.   
  
December 6 was Idiom Day at Deltona Middle focusing on the meaning of idioms.  Students 
learned that an idiom is a fixed expression with non-literal meaning.  Faculty, staff and students 
dressed in examples and modeled the definition of widely used idioms throughout the day.  This 
was an informative and entertaining day.  Examples: @ I doubt it, @ You can’t change a leopard’s 
spots, @ Going off on a tangent, @ Raining cats and dogs and @ Flying by the seat of my pants  
  
On December 7, Deltona Middle Florida Future Educators of America (FFEA) students 
partnered with Enterprise Elementary FFEA students to participate in the annual City of Deltona 
Christmas Parade.  The theme was “An old fashion CHRISTMAS.”  FFEA students chose the 
“Polar Express” as their parade theme.  This was a fantastic community event.  
  
Family Science Night was held recently at Deltona Middle.  Mrs. Folsom and the Science 
Department, AVID teachers and AVID students conducted this event.  Students and parents 
participated in hands-on science activities provided by the Orlando Science Center.  It was a 
night of fantastic interactive learning for the entire family. 
  
The pre-K students at Edgewater Public recently participated in a pet parade.  They have been 
studying animals, including those that are pets.  Students created a pet parade float and traveled 
around the school to share their floats.  The children enjoyed sharing their love of animals. 
  
Fifth graders at Edgewater Public eagerly learned about their future at New Smyrna Beach 
Middle with Mr. Rawlings, principal of NSBMS, and Mr. Casey, assistant principal at NSBMS. 
 The students learned about the schedules, elective choices and even lunch options.  Students 
left excited and ready to prove that they’re ready for the new responsibility that comes with 
being a middle school student. 
  
Can you imagine what it would be like to have been born just five years ago, but feeling like 
your life started just a few months ago?  Meeting new people, experiences and sharing in what 
each person around you has to offer?  Experiencing a holiday season with people other than 
your family for the very first time?  That is what it is like for many kindergarten students around 
the holiday season.  All they know is what they have experienced with their family or have seen 
on television.  At Enterprise Elementary, the school is making an attempt to vary those 
wonderful experiences with all students.  As students and teachers began counting down the 
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days until the holiday break, there were many festivities to enjoy for the very first time.  To begin 
the week, primary grades partnered with intermediate grades to share in a wonderful holiday 
story and worked together to create a festive ornament.  Many of the intermediate grades 
practiced and prepared to bring smiles to many of the younger student’s faces.  Collaborations 
occurred to assist with holiday pieces of writings, sharing stories, games and concluded with a 
holiday walk wishing everyone on campus a Happy Holiday.  The smiles on so many faces were 
as bright as any winter decoration.  Happy Holidays from everyone at Enterprise Elementary. 
  
Miss Sandra Hill, the Forest Lake Elementary music teacher, will led the school’s Ensemble 
Chorus as it performed in two shows this year.  The event, entitled "Pictures of December" 
featured fourth and fifth graders, with choral numbers and solo performances.  The Winter 
concert was a highlight for student performances and a hit among parents and students alike. 
  
Mrs. Roz Schoenwetter, Forest Lake Elementary blended ESE pre-K and VPK teacher, 
welcomed a number of guests to her classroom last week as her class told the true story of 
Frosty the Snowman.  Students dressed in their best winter gear and sang winter songs before 
they performed a skit explaining how Frosty the Snowman didn't melt, but rather went to the 
North Pole to live near Santa Claus. 
  
Big or small; blue or black; fuzzy or furry; Friendship Elementary is helping retired teacher, 
Joan Piper collect teddy bears for all Volusia County pre-K students.  New and slightly used 
teddy bears are now being accepted so that they can be given to the students in time for the 
holidays. 
  
Coach Sylvia Tucker was responsible for Friendship Elementary participation in Jump Rope For 
Heart during their Physical Education jump rope unit in November.  Students learned all about the 
heart through a PE heart science lab, Kagan Strategies, Thinking Maps and QR code lessons from 
the IPADS.  Students were excited to know they helped the American Heart Association with 
this community service project.  The school raised approximately $620. 
  
What do Hinson Middle students and Santa have in common?  Reindeer!  Hinson's SGA 
sponsored its 2nd annual Candy Cane Reindeer Sale this week.  For the low price of $1 
students purchased their very own Candy Cane Reindeer during lunch.  They could indulge 
their own sweet tooth or they could play reindeer games by sending one to a friend.  All 
Reindeer Candy Canes were delivered during 7th period every day.  All proceeds will go to 
help support local families in need during the holidays. 
  
Hinson Middle’s dance team, the Lady Canes, participated in the Ormond Beach 23rd Annual 
Home for the Holidays Parade, last week. Twenty-four girls, under the direction of Cassandra 
Temple, worked hard to perfect their routine in order to be ready to march with the Seabreeze 
Marching Band. The girls had the honor of leading Santa's sleigh through the city to City Hall. 
  
Horizon Elementary’s Horizon Stars Chorus, under the direction of Mrs. Lena Ellis, performed 
Shapin’ Up Santa for students, staff and parents in early December.  The acting and singing 
were superb.  The audience was entertained and learned the lesson that “Love is what it’s all 
about.”  The Horizon Stars also had the opportunity to share their talents with the community.  
They participated in the Port Orange Holiday Parade on December 8, along with Principal Gary 
Harms and Music Teacher Lena Ellis.  Their entry consisted of a golf cart pulling a float with 
Mrs. Claus (Emily Drewry) and two elves (Olivia Dondi and Landon Steward).  Other chorus 
members, dressed like elves, paraded while singing.  Lexi Christen pulled a wagon and handed 
out stuffed toys to children watching the parade. 
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Santa and Mrs. Claus, Operation Changing Lives, paid their annual visit to Horizon Elementary 
ESE students.  The students greeted Santa with holiday songs and ringing bells.  Santa arrived 
in his motorized sleigh complete with music and bubble snow.  Each child received a specially 
selected toy with his or her name on it.  They also had the opportunity to have their pictures 
taken with Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
  
The Horizon Elementary news team joined WESH-TV’s Share Your Christmas Food Drive and 
collected over 850 cans and boxes of food to benefit Second Harvest Food Bank.  News team 
members Joel Abraham, Lexi Christen, Emily Edozien, Anthony Fowler, D’andre Jones, 
Ca’Breya Miller, Gabe O’Brien, Makayla Robbins, Ryan Savolis, Reese Snipes and Hailey 
Steinhardt created daily commercials encouraging students and staff members to bring in food.  
By the end of the week, Kari Nagus’ kindergarten class had collected the most food, 87 cans 
and boxes.  Media Specialist Katy Fay, accompanied by Mrs. Nagus, brought the food to Daytona 
International Speedway last week where they were interviewed by Claire Metz, Channel 2 
reporter. 
  
Florida Future Educators of America (FFEA) student members and their sponsors, Mrs. Theresa 
Cameron and Ms. Wendy Wilson, treated the Indian River Elementary kindergarten students 
to a night aboard the Polar Express. On a recent Friday evening, kindergarten students returned 
to school wearing their pajamas.  At the door of Manatee Hall, they received a bracelet with a 
ticket to the Polar Express.  Upon entering, they were treated to cocoa and cookies, and lots of 
fun activities with the FFEA members.  Then the conductor of the train read the book “Polar 
Express” to them.  Before they left for the evening, they made a bell necklace with the help of 
FFEA members and wrote a letter to Santa. 
  
Mainland High’s School’s Academy of Hospitality and Culinary Arts students entered the “Light 
Up Volusia Gingerbread House Contest” at the Ocean Center and came in second place in the 
county competition, bringing home a $300 award.  Mainland is proud of the hard work and 
creativity of these students. 
  
Congratulations to Mainland High’s Kyra Webb for being one of two Volusia County students 
selected for All-State Honor Orchestra.  Kyra will perform in January at the National Florida 
Music Conference held in Tampa.  In addition, congratulations to Andrew Pacini for being 
selected to participate in the Festival of Winds Symphonic band hosted by the University of 
South Florida in Tampa.  Andrew was selected from a pool of over 500 students from around 
the state of Florida.  
  
Mainland High’s SGA organized the “Don’t Mess with Mainland” event which took place on 
Saturday, November 23.  The purpose was to clean a variety of areas around the school, 
including sprucing up some landscaping.  Over 130 student, faculty and staff volunteered.  What 
a great turnout and everyone put forth a great effort to make the campus look the best it can be. 
  
Manatee Cove Elementary’s Student Government Association hosted a food drive this month 
and collected 100’s of pounds of non-perishable items benefitting the Second Harvest Food 
Bank.  The Second Harvest Food Bank provides food and basic need items to more than 500 
grass root organizations in Central Florida. Students from SGA along with Ms. Durrance, school 
counselor, attended “Share Your Christmas” with WESH Channel 2 last week at Seminole 
Towne Center.  Thank you to everyone who donated food for the great cause.  
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The Culinary Arts students at New Smyrna Beach High baked and decorated a gingerbread 
display for the 3rd annual Light Up Volusia Gingerbread house contest at the Daytona Beach 
Ocean Center on November 30.  They took first place and won $500 for their culinary arts 
program.  The gingerbread village will be on display for all the holiday activities throughout 
December then return to the high school to be put on display. 
  
New Smyrna High Thespians recently competed in the District 3 Thespian Festival and 
Performance Assessment at Lyman High School in mid-November and earned multiple superior 
ratings.  Their one act “Cagebirds” received straight superior ratings.  Cheyenne Drews and 
Brian Dunn received the All Star Cast award.  Dorothy Martin and Meghan E. Kelly received an 
honorable mention for Critic’s Choice (2nd place overall) for their duet acting scene from “Fight 
Over Fuchsia,” which received a superior rating and will be competing at the state festival.  
Cheyenne Drews, Taylor Howard, Zack McCormick and Jason Wills received a superior rating 
for their ensemble acting scene from “Table for Four” and will be competing at the state festival.  
Cheyenne Drews also received superior ratings on her contrasting monologues from “Laundry 
and Bourbon” and “The Normal Heart” and will be competing at the state festival.  Alesha Arnold 
and Brian Dunn received superior ratings on their original pantomime, “Let Me Love You,” and 
will be competing at the state festival.  Ayren Alexander received a superior rating on her solo 
musical, “When You’re Good To Mama” from Chicago, and will be competing at the state 
festival.  Ayren Alexander also received superior ratings on her monologues from “For Colored 
Girls Who’ve Considered Suicide,” “When the Rainbow Is Enuf” and “What I Want to Say But 
Never Will.”  Dorothy Martin received superior ratings for her student-directed scene from “Hay 
Fever” featuring Zephyr Lenninger, Robert Wood and Zoe Guptill.  Saraphine Stanier received 
superior ratings on her publicity design for “Desire Under the Elms.” 
  
The New Smyrna Beach Middle Stingray Stingers dance team recently hosted their annual 
holiday dance showcase.  The show included acts from the national champion dance team, as 
well as numbers from local dance schools and teams including the Showdolls, Centerstage and 
the Lady Cats. 
  
In November, New Smyrna Beach Middle celebrated 31 years of running and writing with the 
31st Annual I Run Write race.  Students wrote essays through language arts classes as an entry 
ticket to the race and then ran against their peers in the one-mile competition.  The language 
arts department awarded prizes for winners in grade level and overall categories. 
  
The Carebears, fifth grade students at Ormond Beach Elementary who serve as ambassadors 
for the school, and the FFEA Club, planned a food drive.  Students brought in canned items that 
were donated to the Prince of Peace Church during the month of November.  The Carebears 
are supervised by Kelly Deriggi, school guidance counselor, and the FFEA is an afterschool 
club under the supervision of Lori Strasser. 
  
As part of the school's focus on writing, Ortona Elementary's fourth graders created paper urns to 
focus on their goal to "earn" a level five.  After listing simple vocabulary words, students used 
their urns to discard low level words.  Students exchanged simple vocabulary for figurative 
language in their writing. 
  
The Red Cross Holiday Mail for Heroes program is a way for the public to send words of 
inspiration, thanks and encouragement to our military heroes.  Once a year, the students at Port 
Orange Elementary receive the joy of making holiday greetings cards.  Hundreds of cards are 
made and sent to veterans, military families and active-duty service members at hospitals and 
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installations around the world.  The cards and personal messages, sent by our Port Orange 
students, provide a welcome “touch of home” for our troops during the holiday season. 
  
The Port Orange Elementary Student Government Association recently sponsored a food 
drive.  They made announcements on the daily news show and posted flyers encouraging 
students to bring in non-perishable food items.  They were very proud to turn over the 
contributions to the Second Harvest Food Bank which serves needy families in Volusia County. 
 The students discussed that the need for food is an ongoing concern and have decided to 
sponsor a drive in February and call it “Food for Love.” 
  
Second through fifth grade students at Read-Pattillo Elementary are weaving pouches as 
Christmas gifts for a loved one.  Through this process they learn the terms associated with 
weaving: loom, warp, weft and combing.  They also learn that artwork, besides being beautiful, 
is sometimes utilitarian or serves a purpose. 
  
Read-Pattillo Elementary was a recipient of a grant through the University of Florida Institute 
of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS), which provided the school with hydroponic garden 
beds.  There are four Master Gardeners who are assisting with the success of the gardens. 
 Students are receiving nutrition lessons about what is being grown and then will prepare pizzas 
using the fruits and vegetables of their labors.  All classes are able to assist with the gardens as 
well and use them for scientific observations through the year. 
  
Spirit truly is “the place where everyone shines.”  The staff at Spirit Elementary sponsored an 
Angel Tree Christmas Assistance Program to help students receive toys and clothing for this 
holiday season.  A tree was placed in the front office with paper angels hung with a wish list.  
Forty families were helped this season.  
  
Spirit Elementary PTA hosted a drive-in movie night last week.  Hot cocoa and Christmas 
cookies were served as families sat under the stars on blankets and lawn chairs to watch 
Arthur's Christmas. 
  
This year's Red Ribbon Week at Spirit Elementary was more memorable than most.  The 
community partnered with the school to develop a robust Red Ribbon Week aimed at educating 
children about making good choices and preventing the use of alcohol, tobacco, drugs and 
violence.  On Oct. 24 and 25, Ruben Colon a respiratory therapist at Florida Hospital Fish 
Memorial, helped by bringing Daytona State College respiratory therapy students to the school 
to speak to more than 350 kindergarten through second grade students about medication 
safety.  Then on Nov. 1 over 300 third through fifth graders were treated to an assembly by 
retired amateur boxer and professional wrestler, Marc Mero.  Thank you to Mrs. Alemar, school 
counselor, and Mr. Colon, parent, for a memorable Red Ribbon Week. 
  
Spruce Creek Elementary's Drill Team, led by Sherry Weeks and Jennifer Ness, cheered and 
marched in the Holiday Parade for Port Orange on December 8.  This marks the second year 
for the drill team to perform in the parade.  The drill team is comprised of fourth and fifth 
graders.  There were 16 students representing the team, who carried pom-poms and wore drill 
team t-shirts.  Two second graders, Emma Ness and Brokklynn Call, carried the banner.   
  
Mr. Larson, Cantor at Trinity Lutheran Church in New Smyrna Beach, came to Mrs. Weslar’s 
and Mrs. Wienirch’s class at Spruce Creek Elementary to teach a lesson on sound.  Students 
investigated the ways vibrations can be seen and felt.  They listened carefully to the bells to 
determine high and low pitches and used physical actions to match the sounds.  They also 

http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Read-Pattillo%20Elementary/garden2.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Read-Pattillo%20Elementary/garden3.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Read-Pattillo%20Elementary/garden1.JPG�


experimented to find materials that amplified sounds.  This was a wonderful way to enhance 
science instruction. 
  
Kindergarten students at Spruce Creek Elementary performed a Winter Holiday Extravaganza 
this year for students and family on December 12.  There were two performances during the day 
for grades 1 - 5 and one performance in the evening for parents.  The kindergarten students 
sang different holiday songs about Christmas, Hanukkah and Kwanza.  In addition, the students 
told cute little holiday jokes that really got the audience into the holiday spirit.  The 
kindergarteners looked and sounded just adorable and really enjoyed performing on stage for 
their families. 
  
Sugar Mill Elementary held Curriculum Nights for parents and students two nights last month.  
Both evenings began by Reading Coach Christine Baird providing an overview of the 
instructional shifts regarding Close Reading and Thinking Math.  Following the presentation, 
parents visited their child’s classroom to participate in hands-on Close Reading and Thinking 
Math activities.  The parents were amazed by these lessons as they worked together with their 
children.  Several parents made the comment, “I wish I was taught this way when I was in 
school.”  
  
On December 7, at Father Lopez High School, Girls on the Run of Volusia County held their Fall 
2013 5K presented by the Junior Service League of DeLand. This annual event held since 2005 
invites girls from third to eighth grades to participate and become involved in this program.  
Sweetwater Elementary was extremely proud to have their girls participating in this wonderful 
event that promotes positive self-esteem and healthy habits for girls.  The girls committed to a 
12-week program of weekly running and activities.  A special thank you to the coaches, Mrs. 
Bernardo, Mrs. Kaney, Mrs. Hauser, Miss Schamay, and Mrs. Ebner, and the "Run Buddies" 
Mrs. Cash, Mrs. McLoughlin and Mrs. Burns.  The Spruce Creek High School Track Team 
provided extra support, encouragement and participation with their athletes coming out to 
support Sweetwater’s team.  A special recognition to Kristiana Cummins who ran the 5K in 25 
minutes and 51 seconds, finishing first. 
  
On December 8, Sweetwater Elementary students, who were joined by the school’s Pelican 
mascot, sang and played their recorders while they marched in the Port Orange Christmas Parade. 
 The students have participated every year and we were very proud to have a new banner "20 
Years and Still Growing Strong!" on display. 
  
Recently, Sweetwater Elementary parents were able to drop their children off at school so they 
could enjoy a "Parents' Night Out."  This event was sponsored by the Sweetwater PTA as an 
opportunity to give parents/guardians an evening to themselves to get that holiday shopping 
finished and enjoy a dinner out.  In addition to PTA volunteers, administrators and many 
teachers volunteered along with Spruce Creek High student volunteers.  The students enjoyed 
holiday crafts, pizza and snacks and a movie.  The school hopes to continue this opportunity for 
parents throughout the year. 
  
Taylor Middle-High is pleased to announce that Kermit Quisenberry was voted the Assistant 
Referee of the Year with Major League Soccer (MLS).  Coach Quisenberry also received this 
award in 2008.  This award is voted on by the media, MLS players and MLS club management.  
Mr. Quisenberry is well respected and regarded both within the MLS organization and as an 
educator working with youth. 
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Taylor Middle-High Drama Production presented "A Christmas Show" produced and 
choreographed Vaudville style.  Students wrote various scenes and adapted other scripts to 
incorporate into their holiday production. 
  
Timbercrest Elementary recently held its annual Winter Festival.  It was a wonderful way to 
bring in the holiday season.  Food, games, face painting, bounce houses, vendors and other 
make and take activities were available for families.  There was even a 4D video game truck for 
all to enjoy.  Santa, the Grinch and Timber, the school’s mascot, made appearances and were 
available for pictures.  Entertainment was provided by the school’s chorus and various 
community groups spreading holiday cheer through song, dance and karate.  A few lucky 
attendees were gifted with bikes and one attendee walked away with a full turkey dinner for the 
upcoming holiday. 
  
  
Westside Elementary held its annual Kindergarten Family Math Night last week.  Families 
were given the opportunity to work together on math skills taught throughout the year.  Students 
worked with their families on geometry, counting, sequencing, number recognition and 
measuring.  Seventeen kindergarten families attended the event.  Students truly enjoyed 
showing their parents and family members what they have been learning throughout the year. 
 Prizes were given away and students and their families took home completed make-and-take 
activities, which will allow them to continue working on the math skills at home.  
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad: VCS Launchpad Holiday Special. 
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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