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Be There 

  
Learning begins at home. Read to your child and become your child’s favorite teacher. 

  
November 6, 2012: Your Schools, Your Decision! 
  
The Volusia County School Board placed an important referendum on the ballot asking the 
voters of Volusia County to consider a one mill tax to support academic programs, retain 
teachers, and support the arts, athletics and student activities.  Without this measure, there will 
be a significant reduction in funding for Volusia’s public schools. 
  
The one mill will generate approximately $26 million a year for four years, beginning with the 
2013-14 operating budget.  The money would be used to replace the loss of state and federal 
funds and the current .25 tax millage.  Would you pay an extra $5 per month* to save 
programs and teachers in Volusia schools?  (*Based on a $100,000 home with homestead 
exemption and currently paying the .25 mill tax) 
  
Visit the district’s website at http://MyVolusiaSchools.org/1Mill to learn what program cuts will be 
made in 2013-2014 if the One Mill Tax is NOT approved by voters. 
  
Students, Families Invited to Explorations Fair 
  
On Thursday, October 25, the Volusia County School Explorations Fair will be held from 6 – 8 
p.m.at Mainland High School in the Vince Carter Athletic Center, 1255 W. International Drive, 
Daytona Beach.   Admission is free.   
  
The Explorations Fair, which is being held in conjunction with the Volusia Community Transition 
Team, is two-pronged: to assist students regarding post-secondary education/training and to 
provide information for students with disabilities who may need assistance after high school.  
The fair is an informal event geared to providing students and families a relaxed, friendly 
atmosphere to explore options. 
  

http://myvolusiaschools.org/1Mill�


Post Secondary Education/Training (College Expo): There may be over 100 
colleges/universities/tech schools available: 

•         Determine your goal(s) for post secondary college or training and what preparation 
is needed to meet your goal(s). 

•         Review the list of colleges/universities/tech schools that will be in attendance and 
pick those that match your goal(s) as well as such factors as size and location of the 
school and activities available on campus. Develop a “must see” list. 

•         Target the colleges/universities/tech schools on your “must see” list and give them 
priority. This is your chance to interview them and get information. 

•         If accommodations are needed, inquire about the school’s Student Disability 
Services department and the criteria to request and obtain accommodations. 

  
Post School Adult Living Assistance: Many students with disabilities will need assistance 
after they exit high school. There will be several agencies available to discuss the services they 
offer. 

•         Determine your goals for Post School Adult Living and interview agencies that can 
provide opportunities to meet the goals or assist in achieving the goals. 

•         Determine the services and assistance currently provided by the Volusia County 
Schools that will need to continue in post school. Interview agencies to determine 
who provides the needed service(s).  

•         Recreation, Leisure and Community Experience are important aspects of Post 
School Adult Living. Students and families should consider how to meet these needs 
as you interview agencies. 

•         Financial and Legal issues are challenges to many students and families. Interview 
agencies to determine how they can assist meeting these challenges. 

  
All students exit school. The best plan is the one that begins with the end in mind. Join us for 
the opportunity to begin planning for the future. For more information contact the student’s 
school counselor.  
  
School Way Café Lunch Changes 
  
Ch-ch-ch-ch-Changes….  Remember the old David Bowie song, “Changes”?  Well, this year 
has been full of changes for School Way Café.  The national school lunch meal pattern changed 
for the first time in more than 15 years.  These changes are intended to promote overall student 
wellness, to assist in the combat to end childhood hunger, and to provide positive steps to 
decreasing the incidents of childhood obesity.  Students will see less bread and grain products, 
but more fruits and vegetables.  In addition, specific vegetable groups (dark green, red/orange, 
beans/peas, starchy and other) must be served every week.  Students will also be required to 
take a fruit or vegetable at lunch. Next school year the breakfast meal pattern will change.  In 
addition to all the regulation changes, the School Way Café office moved this summer to the 
Facilities Services Building in Daytona Beach.       
  
Exceptional Student Education and Student Support Services 
  
Volusia County Schools’ Exceptional Student Education/Student Support Services Department 
has exciting and innovative initiatives going on related to Autism Spectrum Disorder.  One was 
listed in the October 5 edition of e-News.  Here are two more: 
  
SCERTS 



Volusia County is participating for the third year in the Classroom SCERTS Intervention Study, a 
research grant funded by Dr. Amy Wetherby and Dr. Lindee Morgan of Florida State University.  
The acronym SCERTS refers to a focus on “SC” – social communication; “ER” – emotional 
regulation; and “TS” – transactional support.  The study compares strategies used in the 
classroom to facilitate social communication and emotional regulation of students on the Autism 
Spectrum.  Sixteen students and six teachers from Citrus Grove, Cypress Creek, Horizon, 
Pathways, Pine Trail, and South Daytona elementary schools are assigned randomly to the 
SCERTS condition or the Autism Education Training condition.  The SCERTS model has been 
used in VCS since 2006, and the district was invited to participate when the study first began in 
2010.  For more information, go to www.scerts.com or contact Susan McCloskey, the VCS Site 
Coordinator for the study. 
ASD (Austism Spectrum Disorder) Endorsement 
Since January 2011, the ESE department has sponsored FREE courses for teachers seeking 
further training in teaching students with autism at the elementary or secondary level or desiring 
to further their professional development by adding endorsement in autism to their certificates. 
The curriculum for these courses has been designed to prepare teachers to utilize instructional 
strategies for teaching students with autism in their classrooms and to document their 
application as part of a comprehensive portfolio. Fifty-eight VCS personnel have completed the 
six courses thus far.  
  
Taylor Middle-High Student Writes Essay, Wins Four-Year Scholarship 
  
Janet Meza, a senior at Taylor Middle-High, along with three other Taylor students, entered 
essays into Governor Rick Scott's Hispanic Heritage Essay Contest.  Each essay was limited to 
500 words and the students had to respond to a prompt that asked them to name an important 
aspect of Florida's history that has contributed to Hispanic heritage, in addition to explaining the 
ways it has influenced their life's success and aspirations. The essay contest was open to all 
Florida students in grades 4 - 12 and only three winners were selected. Janet was the sole 
winner in the high school category and won a four-year Florida College Plan scholarship 
provided by the Florida Prepaid College Foundation. Janet wrote about the fern industry in 
Pierson and how this agribusiness has impacted both herself and her family. Accompanied by 
her mother, Janet was recognized by Governor Rick Scott and First Lady Ann Scott at the 
Governor's Mansion on October 10 and will be recognized by the Volusia County School Board 
on November 13. 
  
Enterprise Elementary Student Wins Big 
  
A fifth grader at Enterprise Elementary entered the "The Big Help I Wanna Play" sweepstakes 
sponsored by Nickelodeon and won the grand prize of $100,000.  Enterprise will receive the 
money to either update their current playground or add a custom Nickelodeon playground to the 
existing site.  The student winner will take a trip to the 2013 Kids' Choice Awards to be held in 
Los Angeles, CA for a presentation of the award. 
  
News of Note 
  
•         New this year, Atlantic High will post a quarterly newsletter on the www.Atlanticsharks.com 

website, highlighting events, activities and the many accomplishments taking place on 
campus.  Other Shark news includes the Family Math Night, which was recently held to 
provide parents an opportunity to see technology demonstrations, find free online tutorial 
and practice sites, and discover other ways to help their children become even more 
successful in their math class.  

  

http://www.scerts.com/�
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•         Chisholm Elementary art teacher, Mary Tappan, is sponsoring Works of heART Club. 
 This is an afterschool art club for students who are interested in expanding their art skills, 
learning new art making processes and helping to improve the school community.  Through 
guided individual and group projects, students will create personal artworks as well as public 
projects.  Students will host an exhibit and silent art auction to bring funding back into the Art 
Club and donate a portion to the Chissy Store.  This is made possible through a FUTURES 
Foundation mini-grant.  The club's mission statement is:  To instill and nurture new art skills, 
creative thinking, and a sense of benevolence in Art Club participants, through the act of 
creating and displaying art. 

  
•         Congratulations to Coronado Beach Elementary art teacher, Steve Hardock, who had his 

art work chosen for the official Jazz Fest merchandise.  His art work was displayed on the 
official poster, hat and T-shirt for the 12th annual New Smyrna Beach Jazz Festival.  The 
Jazz Fest was held in September at venues throughout the New Smyrna Beach waterfront 
loop.  

  
•         DeLand Middle sponsored a "Parent Pinnacle Night" on recently to provide an opportunity 

for parents to get training on how to navigate the Pinnacle Grading System (VIMS) and set 
up preferences on their account.  Several teachers and staff volunteered to stay help train 
parents. 

  
•         As a culminating activity for the unit covering the 13 original colonies, DeLand Middle 

Advanced American History students were divided into teams and assigned a colony. They 
were tasked with creating an exciting, informative booth for their colony with the main goal of 
trying to convince people to move to their colony.  They created a brochure, a jingle, and a 
sales presentation for their colony and were encouraged to dress up and bring props, to 
have an activity/game at their booth, and bring in representative food. 

  
•         Deltona High is holding its first ever “Zumbathon” 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. on Friday, October 19, in 

the school’s gym."  There is a $5.00 entry fee and half of the proceeds will be donated to the 
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.   A Zumba instructor will teach two sessions 
with a short intermission in-between.  The event is open to the community and refreshments 
will be available. 

  
•         Deltona Lakes Elementary is collecting gently used clothing and shoes for AMVETS. 

 Classes will receive points based on the size of the donation.  One class from grades K-2 
and one class from grades 3 – 5 will win a pizza party for collecting the most points during 
the two week period, October 22 – November 5. 

  
•         Every Wednesday for the month of October, Edgewater Public faculty and staff and the 

Edgewater Fire Department wears pink to support breast cancer awareness.  The faculty 
and staff all purchased specially designed pink shirts for themselves and family members 
from the Edgewater Fire Department; all the money raised in the sale of the shirts is going 
toward breast cancer research.  

  
•         Mrs. Sandra Roberts, a NASA teacher at the space center, was a guest speaker recently at 

Enterprise Elementary.  She demonstrated the distance from the sun to Earth by 
unraveling string designed according to scale, explained about the stars and their different 
lights and brought special solar sunglasses. With these sunglasses the students were able 



to look at the sun and see an object that looked like an orange!  Who knew? She gave the 
students posters, pencils and a great deal of insider NASA knowledge. 

  
•         Second graders at Forest Lake Elementary have been thinking like geologists. They 

recently spent the day at Stetson’s Gillespie Museum where they discovered how minerals, 
gems and rocks are formed. Students put their inquiry skills into action as they observed, 
investigated and graphed different types of minerals and were intrigued at all of the beautiful 
gem samples located in the museum. 

  
•         In speech and language therapy at Forest Lake Elementary, the students’ behavior and 

reward system is all based around a pirate theme.  Every student walks into the room and 
puts their person on the pirate ship.  If they stay on the ship during therapy they can earn 
gold coins for their grade level team.  If they are warned they have to walk the plank and 
then dive off with the sharks.  We have also been reading several pirate books. Grades K-2 
read, Pirates Don’t Change Diapers, learning new vocabulary while working on 
comprehension skills.  Grades 3-5 are reading a chapter book from the Magic Tree house 
series, Pirates Past Noon.  Students are answering comprehension questions and 
discussing characters. They are also learning new vocabulary words and 
comparing/contrasting this story and characters with other famous books such as Treasure 
Island.  Students are discussing facts about real pirates and have had fun with pirate arts 
and craft projects.  

  
•         Freedom Elementary’s PTA will hold a Health Fair 5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 

October 18, for students and their families.  The event, which is being held at the school’s 
outdoor stage will include demonstrations, guest speakers and tons of information about 
living healthy.   

  
•         Lydia Rosenberg’s 4th grade class at Friendship Elementary is on fire!  Kindle Fire, that 

is.  Mrs. Rosenberg was recently awarded a $500 Kappa Delta Pi grant from the University 
of Central Florida.  With the grant, designed to promote literacy, she purchased three Kindle 
Fires on which students read digital copies of fiction and nonfiction during their Reader’s 
Workshop time.  She combined them with a Kindle app for classroom computers so that 
students benefit from an hour-long rotation of reading on the Kindles, the computers or 
traditional books.  The class plans to use their Kindles to do research, as well.  Mrs. 
Rosenberg has added a white board app which she uses in place of dry erase boards and 
markers.  Friendship’s SAC committee graciously funded Otter Boxes to make the Kindles 
shatter resistant. 

  
•         The George Marks Elementary National Honor Society and sponsor, Grace Watson, were 

showcased in the official National Elementary Honor Society’s fall newsletter. A full page 
story was published summarizing their successful first year as an NEHS chapter.  Kudos 
were given for community projects, such as delivering flowers to the elderly on Valentine’s 
Day, offering testing tips to their peers during FCAT testing, as well as offering appreciation 
items to teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week.   

  
•         After a year of planning and working toward becoming a Volusia County BYOT (Bring Your 

Own Technology) school, Hinson Middle has begun the process of bringing students into 
the program. Seventh graders are the first group to enjoy the privilege of using their own 
technology in the classroom. October 1 was Hinson’s first official day for teachers and 



students to explore the possibilities of technology. Sixth and eighth graders are chomping at 
the bit to join in after winter break. 

  
•         Holly Hill School will hold its first Family Literacy Night in the Media Center on Thursday, 

October 25, 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. Fun family activities such as fall crafts, reading and writing 
centers and technology time in the computer lab will make up the agenda for the evening. 
For more information, contact Mrs. Debra Woody, media specialist, at 386-258-4662. 

  
•         Indian River Elementary was the overall elementary school winner of the Sumdog's 

Volusia County contest held in September.  Sumdog is a free mathematical game that 
engages students of all abilities.  Jennifer Bonamo, 4th grade teacher, entered Indian River 
Elementary into the contest with 48 students participating and answering questions over the 
Internet.  A total of 16 Volusia County schools participated.  More information can be found 
at http://www.sumdog.com. 

  
•         The faculty, staff, students, and parents of Longstreet Elementary proudly extends an 

invitation to all who are available to join them on Friday, October 26, for the annual 
Storybook Carnival. The carnival starts at 5 p.m. and ends at 8 p.m. This event provides a 
safe, fun and inexpensive night out for the whole family! Come in your costume and take an 
adventure through the storybook class booths. Games, a cake walk and Book-Buck store 
will also be there.   

  
•         All families of Ormond Beach Elementary are invited to attend Family Science Night at the 

Museum of Arts and Sciences in Daytona Beach on October 25. The event starts at 5:30 
p.m. and lasts until 7 p.m.  This is a free event for Ormond Beach Elementary where families 
can experience the wonder and excitement of science together.  This event includes 
Planetarium shows and admission to the Root Museum.  

  
•         Krista Hayes, School Way Café manager for Ormond Beach Middle, announced a school-

wide food drive for the month of October. Each first period classroom will have a box in 
which to add canned foods and non-perishable items to support the local community. To 
encourage participation, one class from each grade level will win a special treat for bringing 
in the most donations.   

  
•         Pine Ridge High was selected to receive a $1,000 grant funded by State Farm for the 

school’s SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions) chapter. 
  
•         River Springs Middle is hosting a school wide canned food drive to fill the Gator Grub 

Food Pantry.  Students can exchange three cans of non-perishable food for a “front of the 
line pass” to be used in the cafeteria during lunch.  All the food collected will go to help River 
Springs Middle families.  Students also have an opportunity to earn a free breakfast.  The 
first period class that brings in the most Box Tops for Education from now until January 31 
will enjoy a special breakfast with Principal Gotlib on Valentines’ Day. 

  
•         River Springs Middle and its Student Government Association will be sponsoring Spirit 

Night at Texas Roadhouse on Tuesday, October 23.  Texas Roadhouse will donate 10% of 
food sales back to the school.  Diners must leave their receipt in the collection box for River 
Springs to get credit. 

  

http://www.sumdog.com/�


•         Southwestern Middle presented its first “Parent Internet Café” Family Night in September. 
The purpose of the event was to encourage parent involvement and provide a better 
understanding of Pinnacle (online grade book).  Computer labs were set up for parents to 
have hands-on instruction and practice time for various programs.  

  
•         Tigers Against Bullies (TAB), Southwestern Middle’s after school program that works to 

combat bullying recently sponsored a school wide anti-bullying assembly.  Members of the 
club and their sponsor, Mrs. McKenney, have a mission to teach students to speak up if they 
witness school bullying. 

  
•         Come to Spirit Elementary for some fun tomorrow night, October 19, 5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m., 

for the Annual Storybook Festival.  Spirit’s PTA invites everyone to come join in the fun as 
children ages 1-100 enjoy a night of carnival games and food.  This annual festival is 
storybook themed and all students win a book, plus a few goodies along the way.  There will 
be a cake walk, ‘spooky trail’, dunk tank, face painting, Hunger Games bike race, an 
opportunity to win a fish, get a tattoo (temporary) and so much more.  *Don't forget to wear 
your costume!!*  The fun continues on October 31, when kindergartners will dress up and 
parade around the campus at 8:30 a.m.  

  
•         Dr. Lucky Dunn, from F.S.U. Medical School in Daytona Beach, recently visited Mr. 

Jackson's AVID students at Taylor Middle-High to share his experiences in the medical 
profession. Dr. Dunn illustrated to students the importance of having compassion for 
patients and encouraged students to find a job that they enjoy doing. He added that it is also 
important to find a career in which one enjoys, but also pays well in today's economy. Dr. 
Dunn stressed the importance of possessing a strong work ethic and that students are able 
to achieve great things if they are willing to put forward the necessary effort. Lastly, Dr. 
Dunn encouraged AVID students to not be afraid of entering a medical program because of 
how difficult it can be. Students thoroughly enjoyed Dr. Dunn's visit and commented how 
"down to earth" Dr. Dunn was and some even commented that he was the "best" guest 
speaker that have ever heard. 

  
•         Students and staff members at Taylor Middle-High participated in "Stompin Out Breast 

Cancer," a commitment during homecoming week to raise a $1,000 to provide 
mammograms for those who cannot afford this life saving exam.  Highlights of the week 
included a "Dig Pink" volleyball tournament, a "PINK ARMY" party for faculty and staff, 
Assistant Principal Shari Lou McConnell dying her hair pink, and a moving pre-game "Pep 
Rally” recognizing both those who have won the fight against cancer and those who are still 
in the fight.  A special thank you goes out to Kirsten Hagstrom-Rodriguez, Development 
Specialist, Florida Hospital DeLand Foundation and Lorna Jean Hagstrom, community 
member and Foundation Board Chair, for providing an avenue to ensure that the women in 
our communities will have access to life-saving mammograms.  Both The Lions Club of 
Pierson and the Kiwanis Club of Astor contributed to the fundraiser. Through all the 
scheduled events and donations Taylor Middle-High School raised over $2,000. 

  
•         Several of University High Titans were recognized by the School Board this month for 

creating the winning Public Service Announcements for the district’s Safety Awareness 
Contest which was sponsored by the Volusia Sheriff’s Youth Foundation.  The winners 
were: first place - Alicia Zurita and Sydni Munizzi; second place - Jacob Ruston, Robert 
Gunn and Emily Rugusa; and third place - Allyson Graham, Gabriella Maltoni, Alyssa 
McGough and Allison Snyder. 



  
•         Deb Hibdon, a Volusia Pines Elementary 5th grade science teacher, was awarded 

another FUTURES grant for the fifth grade afterschool STEM club.  The fifth graders are 
going to plan, design, build and maintain a campus PVC greenhouse.  They will germinate 
seeds and record growth rates through various investigations of those seeds grown inside 
and outside the greenhouse.  Students will incorporate all areas of STEM in their 
experiences with this project.  The most exciting part will be at harvest time when the fresh 
foods grown in the greenhouse will be served in the School Way Café in support of healthy 
eating choices. 

  
•         On October 24 at 6 p.m. Volusia Pines National Elementary Honor Society will induct 24 

new members for the 2012-2013 school year.  These students were recommended by their 
teachers, made excellent grades, have good attendance and are role models in citizenship 
and leadership within the school community.  There will be a candlelight ceremony to honor 
them with parents, guardians and family members in attendance. These students are 
already planning many activities in and out of school to participate in this school year.  The 
first activity will be the PTA sponsored Trunk or Treat on October 29, where they will assist 
the PTA, decorate a vehicle and participate in the Trunk or Treat activities for that evening. 

  
•         Parents, guardians, aunts, uncles and grandparents are being invited to come and play 

“Bingo for Books” at Westside Elementary in the media center on Thursday, October 25, 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Win a bingo game….win free books!  Cookies and punch will be 
served.  

  
•         Westside Elementary’s physical education teachers recently completed a pedestrian 

safety lesson with students.  The focus of the lesson was pedestrian safety, which targeted 
how to approach a street safely; keeping a safe buffer when looking for vehicles; utilizing the 
left-right-left observational strategy when crossing; and crossing with a sense of urgency. 
 This engaging lesson would not have been possible without the support of Greg Akin, 
student transportation director.  Mr. Akin was able to send Westside a “vehicle” that was 
used on the track to simulate an automobile and make the lesson an unforgettable 
experience.  

  
•         To kick off its fall carnival, Woodward Avenue Elementary will hold a Breast Cancer 

Awareness walk from 8:30 a.m. – 9 a.m. on Saturday, October 27.  Students must be 
accompanied by an adult.  Students can earn one free ticket worth 25 cents each to 
purchase food or to use at the carnival games for every lap walked.  The carnival will include 
blow up obstacle courses, a dunk tank and carnival games.  In addition there will be a 
pancake breakfast available from 8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. and hotdogs available from 11 a.m. 
– 1 p.m.  This is a community event, so bring the whole family out for a fun Saturday 
morning. 

  
Check Out ITV Launchpad on District Website 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/1r . See videos 
that provide a glimpse into school happenings!  
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For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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