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Be There 
  

Show your family you are thankful by being there for your child. 
  
November 6, 2012: Your Schools, Your Decision! 
  
The Volusia County School Board placed an important referendum on the ballot asking the 
voters of Volusia County to consider a one mill tax to support academic programs, retain 
teachers, and support the arts, athletics and student activities.  Without this measure, there will 
be a significant reduction in funding for Volusia’s public schools. 
  
The one mill will generate approximately $26 million a year for four years, beginning with the 
2013-14 operating budget.  The money would be used to replace the loss of state and federal 
funds and the current .25 tax millage.  Would you pay an extra $5 per month* to save 
programs and teachers in Volusia schools?  (*Based on a $100,000 home with homestead 
exemption and currently paying the .25 mill tax) 
  
Visit the district’s website at http://MyVolusiaSchools.org/1Mill to learn what program cuts will be 
made in 2013-2014 if the One Mill Tax is NOT approved by voters. 
  
Veterans Day Holiday 
  
Monday, November 12, Veterans Day will be observed.  All schools will be closed; however, 
district offices will be open. 
  
VCS Student Work Exhibited at the 2012 Volusia County Fair 
  
Students from Volusia County Schools will be displaying samples of their work at the annual 
county fair this week and next.  The Volusia County Fair, which opens today, November 1, and 
runs through Sunday, November 11, provides an excellent venue for schools, teachers and 
students to highlight much of the exciting work taking place in Volusia County Schools. This 
year, there will be approximately 28 educational booths, many of which showcase art projects 
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from local elementary schools.  You can find these exhibits located in Hester Hall on the west 
side of the midway.   
  
Volusia schools agriscience programs will have students participating in livestock events nearly 
every evening during the fair.  Each night, different breeds of animals are exhibited in the show 
ring where our students demonstrate their high level of knowledge and skill at raising and 
working with various livestock.  Some of the animals you will see include chickens and rabbits, 
lambs and goats, hogs, and cattle.  The annual livestock auction will be held on Thursday, 
November 8 beginning at 6 p.m.  Mark your calendar and come support our students in the 
show ring at this year’s county fair! 
  
Students enrolled in high school drafting programs will be displaying their architectural and 
engineered drawings while students in production technology programs will be showcasing 
products including handmade clocks, animal heads, tables, and chairs.  In addition, students 
enrolled in middle school technology education programs will be racing C-O2 powered dragsters 
in Hester Hall on Saturday, November 3 beginning at 1 p.m.  Come join us for the races!  More 
information can be found at http://www.volusiacountyfair.com/. 
  
Student Safety Top Priority for End of Daylight-Saving Time 
             
Student safety is a top priority of school and district administrators. This Sunday, November 4, 
officially ends daylight-saving time, which presents problematic issues requiring cooperation 
from the entire community to keep students safe as they are traveling to and from school.    
  
Returning to Eastern Standard Time is when the clock “falls” back; the sun rises earlier, but also 
sets earlier.  “The district is continuing its student safety campaign that began last year,” stated 
Dr. Margaret Smith, superintendent of schools. “Partnering with law enforcement and other 
agencies, we are working together to keep reminding drivers to be cautious during the hours 
students are walking, biking or being bused to and from school.” With safety as our number one 
goal, the following safety tips are being shared with students to assure their safety at bus stops 
and while walking or biking to/from school: 
  
Bus Stop Locations 
•         Wear light-colored clothing. 
•         Wait in a safe place for your bus, away from traffic and 10 feet off the roadway. 
•         Utilize lighted areas if possible. 
•         Stay away from the bus until it comes to a complete stop and the operator signals you to 

enter. 
•         Be aware of the street traffic around you.  Drivers of regular motor vehicles are required to 

follow certain rules of the road concerning school buses, however, not all do.  Protect 
yourself and watch out! 

  
Walking and Biking to School 
•         Observe all traffic signals and/or the crossing guard - never cross the street against a light, 

even if you don't see any traffic coming. 
•         Walk your bicycle through intersections. 
•         Walk with a buddy. 
•         Wear reflective material . . . it makes you more visible to street traffic. 
•         When riding a bicycle make sure you wear a helmet and follow the roadway rules. 
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Through partnerships and teamwork we will provide a cooperative, responsive, and personal 
approach to ensure safety for our students. 
  
Volusia Holds 40th All-County Choral Music Festival 
  
Volusia County Schools will hold its 40th Annual All-County Choral Music Festival in the 
auditorium at DeLand High School, 800 N. Hill Ave., DeLand, featuring middle school and high 
school choral music students.  This performance will be held on Saturday, November 10, at 7 
p.m. and is open to the public.  There is no admission charge. 
  
This year’s festival will feature over 150 of the finest vocal musicians selected from the public 
schools throughout the county.  The conductor of the middle school chorus will be Mr. Scott 
Evans, music supervisor for Orange County Public Schools.  The conductor of the high school 
chorus will be Ms. Mary Catherine Salo, director of choirs at Coral Springs High School (Ft. 
Lauderdale).  This concert will feature a wide array of choral music selections from a variety of 
music styles and historical eras. 
  
ArtHaus Presents After School Art Class Exhibit 
  
An exhibit featuring artworks by after school art classes is now open at the ArtHaus, 3840 
Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange.  The exhibit will continue through Friday, November 9. 
  
News of Note 
  
•         New Smyrna Beach Middle will hold its 2nd Annual Family, Fitness and Fun Event to 

promote fitness for families on Saturday, November 17, 9 a.m. - noon.  Many games and 
exercise tests will be offered, as well as contests, races, dance and martial arts. 

  
•         As a sponsor for “Cell Phones for Soldiers,” members of Atlantic High’s “Fin”esse are 

collecting unwanted or outdated cell phones. This is a mission to provide free 
communication tools for U.S. military personnel serving overseas.  Old cell phones will be 
collected and then sold to a recycler; with that money, phone cards will be purchased and 
donated to soldiers all over the world.  Eighty percent of all calls home by active duty 
soldiers are made using these cards. Help a soldier tell his mom, “Hi, mom. I love you. I’m 
okay.”  Unwanted cell phones can be dropped off at Atlantic High’s front office. 
  

•         In recognition of Veterans Day, every student at Campbell Middle will have the opportunity 
to participate in “My Letter to A United States of America Veteran,” a community service 
project sponsored by the Spartan Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society.  The letters 
will be written on Thursday, November 8, and given to veterans attending a special 
breakfast in their honor at 8 a.m. on Friday, November 9. 
  

•         Students at Champion Elementary have been learning about fire safety and held a fire drill 
that was observed by Lt. Larry Stoney and other Daytona Beach firefighters.  The firefighters 
told the students they were impressed with how well they did and emphasized the 
importance of practicing drills at home. 
  

•         Citrus Grove Elementary had a fantastic turn out for their annual PTA media night, Not so 
Scary Stories.  Families came to hear fall stories in English and Spanish, participate in "The 
Great Pumpkin Hunt" around the school, check out books and craft together.  Many students 
and teachers had a chance to show off costumes.  Parents learned how to help their child 
choose a "Just Right Book" and strategies to help their children be better readers.  Stetson 



University students and DeLand High School Juniorettes assisted families with the crafts. 
 The event was a community effort and a huge success.  The next media night will be held 
December 13.  
  

•         Congratulations to Creekside Middle Guidance Counselor Jennifer Foutch for being 
named the Florida Middle School Guidance Counselor of the Year.  
  

•         DeLand Middle is rocking the vote in 2012!  Students at DeLand Middle will have the 
opportunity to participate in a mock election on Election Tuesday in a campus wide 
simulation. Students will be participating through their Social Studies classes. Based on the 
students' classroom locations, students will report to their voting precincts and cast their 
ballots for the President of the United States. Students will also have the opportunity to vote 
on other key government positions and legislative items on the 2012 ballot. This is truly a 
campus wide event, with the art department supplying student created campaign and 
political party signage.  The student news team will also be covering the elections with live 
coverage ending in a breaking news alert program covering the returns of the DMS election, 
which will be aired during the morning announcements the following day. 
  

•         Discovery Elementary 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students will participate in a mock 
presidential election in a simulated polling precinct on November 2.  The mock election 
process will help students understand the election of officials and the power of the voting 
process.  
  

•         Mrs. Parr and Mrs. Anderson, Enterprise Elementary teachers, received a grant last year 
from the Wildflower Association of Florida.  They are meeting their goal to provide a hands-
on learning experience by starting a wildflower garden for students and keeping the school 
grounds beautiful by maintaining the wildflowers.  The garden is sure to attract a number of 
pollinating insects to help both the vegetables that are planted in the garden and the 
wildflowers.  Since receiving the grant, other teachers and their students have helped in 
planting and caring for the garden. Students are observing and recording nature as it takes 
place. 
  

•         "Yes, Virginia the Musical" is coming to Freedom Elementary.  Student will perform again 
under the direction of music teacher, Craig Uppercue.  The production is geared for students 
in grades three through six, reflecting the ages of the child characters in both the stage and 
television versions.  Macy’s selected 100 schools around the nation and provided grants of 
$1,000 to help defray the costs of putting on the musical.  Freedom Elementary is fortunate 
to have been selected as one of 100 schools across the nation to present this show!  The 
performances will be scheduled in December. 
  

•         Disability History and Awareness Weeks was celebrated October 1-12 at Indian River 
Elementary.  During these two weeks, the Exceptional Student Education and Student 
Services Department encouraged teachers to provide disability history and awareness 
instruction to their schools.  The goal was to expand student knowledge, understanding and 
awareness of individuals with disabilities and disability rights history.  Teachers Linda Weeks 
and Misty Martin prepared bulletin boards and entertained the students daily on the news 
with highlights about successful people such as Albert Einstein, Steven Spielberg and 
Alexander Graham Bell, to name just a few, who also suffered from exceptional student 
disabilities when they were growing up. 
  



•         Karen Chadwick, site facilitator for the extended day program at Indian River Elementary, 
won the Florida After School Alliance (FASA) Award of Excellence for the enrichment she 
provides for students after school. This award was presented at the annual FASA 
Conference where she received a plaque.  She was also awarded a certificate from the 
organization for "Soaring Beyond Expectations." 
  

•         Kindergarten, first grade and second grade students at Ormond Beach Elementary were 
treated to a visit by a United States Marine in October. Lance Corporal Brennan J. Palmiter, 
a 2010 graduate of Seabreeze High, is stationed in California but chose to visit Ormond 
Beach Elementary after returning from an eight month tour in Afghanistan.  Palmiter 
received several letters from the students during his tour, which he saved.  When he visited, 
he asked to speak with his young "pen pals."  Palmiter's addressed the students about 
military life and his experiences overseas. Ormond Beach students were thrilled to meet this 
"real life" hero! 
  

•         Osteen Elementary’s annual storybook dress up day will was held this week.  Students 
and faculty dressed up as their favorite character from a book and put on a parade for the 
students and parents.  Prizes were given out for the most authentic, creative and original 
costumes.  This literary celebration promotes reading and has been celebrated for over 20 
years! 
  

•         Pathways Elementary kindergarten students are looking forward to a visit to the Publix 
Supermarket in Ormond Beach after the Thanksgiving holiday.  The students will learn 
about different jobs at the supermarket, receive a behind the scenes tour and get to 
decorate their very own cookie in the bakery department.  It is important for kindergarten 
students to see how businesses operate and, in this case, how food travels from the farm to 
their dinner tables. 
  

•         Pathways Elementary fifth grade students recently graduated from the DARE (Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education) program.  During the 10-week program, Officer Greg Stokes from the 
Ormond Beach Police Department taught students about the dangers of drugs and making 
"healthy decisions" in life.  Every fifth grader wrote a DARE essay explaining in their own 
words what they learned in the DARE program and how they will stay healthy and drug free. 
 Students also participated in role-playing activities and completed their DARE book 
manuals. 
  

•         The Pine Ridge High National Honor Society is beginning to collect books to distribute to 
elementary and middle schools for the upcoming holiday season. Gently used or new 
children’s books may be donated at the front desk  
  

•         The Pine Ridge High SADD Group (Students Against Destructive Decisions) participated 
in Red Ribbon Week with an activity called SADD Ghost Out.  On October 22, every 51 
minutes an announcement was made and the Grim Reaper would enter a classroom to 
“ghost out” a student or teacher.  This symbolized that a life is lost every 51 minutes as a 
result of an impaired driving crash.  The person who was “ghosted out” was not allowed to 
speak or interact with anyone the rest of the day.  At the end of the day the following 
announcement was made: "If you were disturbed or troubled by the ghost out 
announcement every 51 minutes today, imagine how distraught and upset the friends and 
families of the victims of impaired drivers must feel."  This activity was a huge eye opener for 
students and staff alike. 



  
•         Ms. Albert's 2nd graders at Pine Trail Elementary recently read Charlotte's Web.  While 

reading the book, the children learned about setting scenes in a story, character description 
and detailed writing.  They culminated Charlotte's Web with a "Breakfast on the Farm 
Celebration" where they enjoyed classmade doughnuts, fruit and juice while watching the 
movie version of the book.  The children have also been working on iPads and learning how 
to scan QR codes to read their assignments and follow directions for iPad scavenger hunts 
in class. 
  

•         With technology as the driving force in access and speed of information, the Pine Trail 
Elementary PTA believes in investing in technology for our students and their future.  In 
support of their belief, the PTA made a $30,000 donation to the school to be spent on new 
computers and technology. School staff will also hold training sessions on the computers for 
parents, students and teachers.  
  

•         Pride Elementary students will participate in a mock election on November 6.  Students 
made posters reminding students to "VOTE”!  All students pre-K through grade 5 will 
participate.  Who will be our next President according to the students at Pride Elementary? 
  

•         Pride Elementary will be participating in the DeLand Fall Festival of the Arts, November 17 
and 18, with student art displayed in the rotunda area in Downtown DeLand.  Mark your 
calendar for a family weekend and enjoy pottery, sculpture, glass, woodwork, photography, 
painting, drawing, and jewelry by over 180 national artists.  There will also be free shows, 
demonstrations, food and entertainment. 
  

•         Read-Pattillo Elementary is proud to announce that 98% of their students participated in 
the "In the Zone" activity day held on October 18.  The "In the Zone" program was 
developed several years ago as an incentive to not only help decrease the number of 
disciplinary referrals, but also to reward students for expected behavior.  In September, 
representatives from the New Smyrna Beach Wal-Mart surprised the faculty at Read-Pattillo 
with twenty $50 gift cards and a large cake honoring the school.  The gift cards were 
awarded randomly by a drawing of names and the winners were able to use the cards to 
purchase classroom supplies.   
  

•         River Springs Middle is holding its 3rd Annual Gator Talent Showcase at 6:30 p.m. on 
Friday, November 9, in the cafeteria.  It is a showcase of students’ talent and also a 
fundraiser for the school. There will be dancers, singers and musicians playing instruments. 
Admission is $3.  

  
•         The students at Riverview Learning Center recently used the “Mandala” values 

clarification exercises to prepare for critical learning and higher order questioning.  The 
Mandala exercises helped the students get in touch with their beliefs and to demonstrate 
them in a tangible way. Ms. Engelman had the students make lists and prioritize and 
evaluate the important things in their lives.  Ms. Cotto, English teacher, helped the students 
describe why they were important.  Math teacher, Mr. Stevenson, helped students convert 
their beliefs into a mathematical equation and Ms. Richardson helped the students tie their 
current interests to possible career choices.  All the high School teachers, guidance 
counselor and other students enjoyed getting to know each other when they were presented 
to the class.   
  



•         The Think Pink, Breast Cancer Awareness Program, put on by Southwestern Middle’s 
V.O.G.U.E. (Very Outstanding Girls Urging Excellence) was a big success.  The guest 
speaker for the program was Valencia Robinson.  She is a Volusia County School teacher, 
published author and breast cancer survivor.  Mrs. Robinson delivered a powerful message 
about her battle with breast cancer and taking care of your body.  She challenged the young 
girls of V.O.G.U.E. and the community to start eating healthy, exercising and staying stress 
free.  The event was a community service project for V.O.G.U.E. with the girls leading the 
entire program. 
  

•         Spruce Creek High senior, Rumya Raghavan, earned a scholarship for the 2013 Annual 
Junior Academy of Sciences competition to be held in Boston in February.  Rumya will 
represent the entire state of Florida at this science research competition where she will 
present her work linking periodontal pathogens to cardiovascular disease through RNA 
analysis.   
  

•         At Timbercrest Elementary, Mrs. Masker’s 3rd grade gifted class performed an experiment 
to find out “Which Water Fountain is the Coldest?”   The students found it a very interesting 
experiment because they wanted to find out where the coldest water fountains are for 
getting a drink after recess. 
  

•         Turie T. Small Elementary recently held a school-wide mock presidential election. The 
students used homemade voter registration cards to vote for their choice of the next 
President of the United States.  The students had many conversations with their teachers 
about the voting process, in addition to media center activities that focused on some of the 
major issues concerning the nation’s success.  

  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/1x. See videos that 
provide a glimpse into school happenings!  
   

   
 
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 

  
Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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